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Don’t Look Back 

 

Have you ever had the opportunity to go back in time to? 

• A former school you attended – WD Thompson, Decatur, GA. 

• The house you grew up in – Sav. Sylvia’s home on Wilmington Island, Sav. Ga. 

• When you went back you noticed several things: 

o It was different than what you remembered. 

o It wasn’t as big as it was then. 

o It wasn’t the same anymore. 

 

The Bible has many encounters where people looked back longing or desiring to have 

things the way they used to be.  

• A desire for return to normal, the good ole days where even though there were 

difficulties and challenges; one had become accustomed to the familiarity of the 

circumstances. 

• Well, this is pretty common for all humanity to have this experience: 

• Israel yearning for return to Egypt to the security of the Egyptians taking care of 

them even though they were slaves.  

• Num. 11:4-6  “The multitude fell to lusting; and the children of Israel also 

wept again, and said, who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember the fish, which 

we did eat in Egypt freely, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks the onions and the 

garlic; but now our soul is dried away; there is nothing at all, beside this manna, 

before our eyes.”  

• Gen. 19:17 Lot and his wife’s story “…Escape for your life; look not behind you, 

neither stay in all the plain…” v. 26 – “But his wife looked back from behind him, 

and she became a pillar of salt. DIVIDED LOYALTIES 

• 2Tim. 4:10 Paul stating that some had gone back from following the Lord  

“For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed to 

Thessalonica…” 

 

• Jesus said about discipleship: Luke 9:58-62 

“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere 

to lay his head. FOLLOW Me, but one said to Him, Lord: allow me to first go and 

bury my father. Jesus said to him, let the dead bury their dead, but you go and 

preach the Kingdom of God. Another said to Him, I will follow You, but let me go 

first and say goodbye to those of my family. Jesus said to him, No man, having put 

his hand to the plow, and looking back is fit – appropriate for the Kingdom of God.? 
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Nostalgia – “The state of being homesick; or excessively sentimental yearning for 

return to a past period or irrecoverable condition.” 

 

There is a common theme among God’s people that is similar to all of humanity: 

God’s people always think about and want to go back to what they had and where they 

were when they don’t understand where they are and what God is trying to accomplish in 

and through them NOW. 

God wants to tell us: “There’s nothing in your past that will help you. I want to take you to 

a new place/ a deeper place of revelation of My will and purposes for you. 

 

Our experiences of the past two years [or if you’ve been struggling with life longer,] and 

looking to return to some former place in your life where things were comfortable; are 

causing undue anxiety and a longing to find direction in this time of uncertainty. 

 

Where you are now and where the Lord wants to take you is an in-between place where 

you’ve left what’s comfortable [even though it may be difficult] and you’re not yet where 

the Lord has for you to be. 

• This is called a “Liminal Space” – Latin = “Threshold, any point or place of 

entering or beginning, the time between the “what was and the next.”  

A place of transition, a season of waiting, and not knowing.” 

• Liminal space is where all transformation takes place, if we learn to wait and let it 

form us. 

• Questions 1. What’s happening next? 2. Why do things have to change?  

3. What does the future look like? 

• It’s not a comfortable place because we may not have the answers to those questions 

and we are not in control of our lives and destiny’s while in this place. 

 

Peter had a season in his life like this: 

John 21:2-19 

“Simon Peter and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons 

of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, I am 

going fishing. They said to him, we will also come with you. They went out and got into 

the boat; and that night they caught nothing. But when the day was breaking, Jesus stood 

on the beach; yet His disciples did not know that it was Jesus. So Jesus said to them, 

Children, do you not have any fish? They answered Him, No, and He said to them, Cast 

the net on the right- hand side of the boat and you will find a catch. So they cast, and then 

they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. The disciple whom 
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Jesus loved said to Peter, It is the Lord, so when Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his 

outer garment on – for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 

So when they got to land, they saw a charcoal fire and already laid on it was fish and 

bread. 

Jesus said to them, bring some of the fish which you have now caught. 

Jesus invited them to come and have breakfast. None of the disciples ventured to question 

Him, who are you? Knowing it was the Lord. Jesus came and took bread and gave it to 

them and the fish likewise. So when they had finished breakfast; Jesus said to Simon 

Peter- Simon, son of Joh, do you love Me more than these? 

Peter answered – Yes, Lord; You know I love You. 

Jesus said: Tend My lambs. 

2nd time: Jesus asked him- Simon, son of John do you love Me? 

Peter answered – Yes, Lord; You know that I love You. 

Jesus answered: Shepherd My sheep. 

3rd time: Jesus asked him – Simon, son of John, do you love Me? 

Peter answered: Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You. 

Jesus said to him: Tend My sheep. 

 

This was post-resurrection after the disciples had witnessed Jesus’ resurrection and then 

ascension and now they were alone. 

Jesus had appeared to them twice before and spoken to them 40 days about the Kingdom 

of God. 

 

Peter, having suffered agonizing defeat in that he disowned and denied Jesus – was now 

suffering from being in that Limitable Space where he once knew Jesus and was confident 

in his calling and looking for a glorious future with the Messiah reigning in Israel, to now 

being in a place of not knowing what the future looked like and couldn’t imagine there 

could be a future for him – because he had failed Jesus so miserably. 

 

So, his response was to try to go back to the familiar to find some kind of meaning and 

purpose & all he knew was to go fishing. 

• Sadly, the other disciples were no better off and followed the lead of the leader – 

Simon Peter. 

 

Jesus appeared the third time in a familiar setting of where He first found Peter – in a boat 

fishing. 

• He came to bring Peter back to his calling and purpose Peter thought were lost 

because of his failure. 
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• Asking them if they had caught any fish, their response was No; to which Jesus told 

them to cast to the right. The catch was so great, the nets were almost breaking.  

 

Here’s where many are today: 

Because of the turbulence of the last two years, the upheaval in our lives due to Covid, 

political friction, every sphere of life being challenged where there is no identifiable 

normal of what we’re used to; people are longing and looking with nostalgia to go back to 

a calmer, identifiable time where even though there were challenges; it seemed more 

manageable than things are today. 

 

The Lord is trying to show us that things are not going to be like they once were. 

Whatever the new normal is, it’s nothing like what we used to have; so we need to quit 

trying to return to things of the past and allow the Lord to move us forward to where He’s 

called us to be. 

 

The Lord wants to deal with the brokenness of disappointment and fear because of our 

failures or the changes we are facing like He did with Peter’s in-between place of his 

understanding of the past and what was his future to be like. 

 

So, Jesus had to meet Peter where He found him [fishing], to restore him by bringing him 

back to some familiar places to bring him into his future with Jesus. 

 

Familiarity: 

1. The last time Jesus appeared and told fishermen how to fish and they caught a 

sizable catch was when Jesus first called them to follow Him. 

• Jesus was recalling Peter to follow Him, be restored from your failure of 

denying Me and come and fulfill what I originally called you to. 

2. The last time Peter was at a charcoal fire with Jesus was when he denied Him three 

times at His trial. 

• Jesus was giving Peter another chance to change what he’d gotten wrong: 

o He asked Peter three times: “Simon, son of John; do you love ME?” 

o Scholars say the three times Jesus asked was about three areas Peter 

was struggling with: 

1. Do you love Me more than [these] your love to fish – your familiar 

life? 

2. Do you love Me more than you love [these] your friends – peers 

pressure? 

3. Do you love Me more than [these] love the other disciples? 
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Scholars tell us that Jesus was asking Peter these questions to bring him back to focus on 

his calling to lead the church based on the revelation he had received that Jesus was the 

Christ/Messiah sent from the Father. 

• Peter had a significant future role to play in leading the early church. 

• Pentecost was waiting on him to stand with the Keys to the Kingdom and 

proclaim repentance in Jesus’s/Yeshua’s name. 

• The Gentiles coming into the Kingdom were waiting on Peter to get the vision 

and revelation that the Gentiles were accepted into the Kingdom going to the 

house of Cornelius. 

 

Wherever you are and whatever has happened to you: Jesus wants to meet you where you 

last knew Him and bring you to where He has for you to fulfill the destiny and calling He 

has for you. 

 

Jesus came to challenge Peter to leave the past and let it go so he could take hold of God’s 

future for him. 

 

If you’re in that liminal space today - in-between the past but not in the future yet; you 

can’t go back, but you can go forward. 

 

Phil. 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but 

I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ 

Jesus…one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

  

2Cor. 5:17     “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 

behold, new things have come.” 

 

Isa. 43:18-19     “Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past. 

Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it?”  

 

Prov. 4:25-27     “Let your eyes look directly ahead and let your gaze be fixed straight in 

front of you. Watch the path of your feet and all your ways will be established. 

Do not turn to the right nor to the left; turn your foot from evil.” 
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Heb. 10:38-39     “My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has 

no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those 

who have faith to the preserving of the soul.” 

 


