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Scriptures on “Right Living in a Wrong World” – Part 2 

 

Last week we saw what Paul and Peter had to say about Living Right In A World Gone 

Wrong with both their warnings and practical words about how to live victoriously in 

today’s culture. 

Today, we look at the words of the Apostle John: 

John was predominantly noted for two emphasis: The Love of God in Christ Jesus, The 

Spirit of the Antichrist working to subvert the Love of God. 

 

Ill: 

It is told there are 8 ways to identify counterfeit Money: 

1. Color shifting ink. 2. Watermark. 3. Blurry borders, print, text. 4. Raised printing.  

5. Security Thread with Micro-printing. 6. Ultraviolet glow. 7. Red & blue threads.  

8. Serial numbers.   

We are warned by Jesus Himself when He comments on the Last Days in Luke 21:8 

“Take heed that you are not be deceived: for many will come in My name saying, I AM 

Christ; and the time draws near; don’t go after them.”  Counterfeits. 

 

In the first century, John writes, there were counterfeits.  1John 2:18-27 

 Counterfeit teachers and counterfeit Christians, counterfeit doctrines. 

 People who had all the external appearances of belonging to the Body of Christ, but 

upon closer examination, proved to be false. 2Tim. 3:1-5 Paul describes them also. 

 

John's letter to Christians is written to warn against those who would seek to deceive them 

by false doctrine.  

Now, as then, there are those who look the part, say the right words and have all the 

externals we would normally associate with Christianity, but who are fakes. 

1 John 2:18-27  “Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist 

is coming, and already many such antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the 

last hour has come. These people left our churches, but they never really belonged with us; 

otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, it proved that they did not 

belong with us. But you are not like that, for the Holy One has given you His Spirit, and all 

of you know the truth. So I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but 

because you know the difference between truth and lies. And who is a liar? Anyone who 

says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone who denies the Father and the Son is an antichrist. 

Anyone who denies the Son doesn’t have the Father, either. But anyone who 

acknowledges the Son has the Father also. So you must remain faithful to what you have 
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been taught from the beginning. If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and 

with the Father. And in this fellowship we enjoy the eternal life He promised us.  

I am writing these things to warn you about those who want to lead you astray. But you 

have received the Holy Spirit, and He lives in you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you 

what is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, and what He teaches 

is true, it is not a lie. So just as He taught you, remain in fellowship with Christ.” 

I. Be able to recognize the spirit of Antichrist 

The first thing John tells them is that what they had heard was coming to pass, in fact, had 

already come to pass. He wants them to have an awareness of Spiritual deception. 

Spiritual deception 

It is evident from the tone of John’s writings that the church was being infiltrated by those 

who sought to teach a message other than that which Jesus taught. 

 The same is happening today with the many watered down versions of the gospel and 

the weakened meaning of the grace of God. 

There are two things for special attention: 

1. The phrase, "last hour,"  

2. The term "antichrist."  

a. V.18-19 John proclaims that "it is the last hour," and that not only had they heard 

that Anti-Christ was coming, but that, "many antichrists have come." 

1. Last hour - he is speaking about the last days before the second coming of Jesus.  

 From the time Jesus told the disciples He would return, Christians have always looked 

for and been desirous of His return.  

 The last hour, or last time period, speaks of a period of time between when our Lord 

came the first time and when He will come the second time. NOW 

 During this time period, or dispensation, God is working to draw people to Himself, to 

save them and bring them into His kingdom. CFAN & other ministry seeking to win the 

lost. 

2. The word "ANTICHRIST."  

 In scripture, is found only in John's writings.  

 But while John's letter may have been the first place the word was written, the concept 

behind the word was well known. 

 

 Mark 13:22-23, Jesus warned about those claiming to be Christ but were not. He said, 

"For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and will perform signs and wonders 
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to lead astray, if possible, the elect. And you must watch, I have told you everything in 

advance." 

 John is saying, by virtue of the fact that these false prophets are popping up, by the 

presence of those who deny the divinity of Christ, we know that we are living in the last 

days.  

John says there are two signs of those who are of this spirit: 

1. Abandonment of steadfast discipleship- v. 19 

 There were those in the church who had been seduced by these false teachers.  

 Once seemingly strong members of the church had now denied the Lord Jesus Christ 

and had turned away to false doctrines.  

 This is not about any brother or sister who disagrees because of political or minor 

biblical differences of opinion and leaves a congregation. 

 This is talking about those who as believers turned away and have denied the faith – 

apostatized. 

 The danger was, if others could abandon the faith, if others could deny Christ and walk 

away, how could anyone have assurance of their own salvation?  

 Personal story of those who led & influenced my life for Christ, but left! 

John spells out the attributes of authentic Christianity: 

1. He has said that those who truly love God will obey Him and will be possessed by and 

practice His love.  

2. Another evidence of genuine conversion will be perseverance.  

Throughout John's writings we have this concept of perseverance, of overcoming or being 

victorious. 

 Revelation 2:7 Jesus says, "I will give the victor the right to eat from the tree of life, 

which is in the paradise of God." 

 Rev. 2:17 the victor is promised a new name, 

 Rev. 2:26 he is promised authority 

 Rev. 3:5 he will be clothed in robes of righteousness 

John says that one of the ways you know someone is authentically a believer is that 

they never abandon steadfast discipleship, they persevere to the end. 

One of the ways you can recognize whether or not you are really saved is this: those who 

really know Jesus will not renounce Him. 
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2. You recognize the spirit of antichrist by those who abandon steadfast discipleship, 

those who have been deceived by the spirit of antichrist are marked by an absence 

of sound doctrine.  Vv 22-24 

Absence of discipleship leads to unsound doctrine 

V. 22-  “The one who denies Jesus is the Messiah is a liar, the antichrist.” 

 Those who deny that Jesus is the Anointed One, the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of 

God; those who deny His deity are under the control of the spirit of antichrist. 

You don't have to look far these days to find people who deny Jesus is the only begotten 

Son of God; the Messiah.  

 This is one of the hallmarks of all cults: that they deny the distinct doctrine of the  

 Divinity of Christ. To them Jesus is one of many MYSTICS! 

 Cults don't have a corner on the market when it comes to denying the divinity of 

Christ.  

 The spirit of the New Age are all driven by the spirit of antichrist.  

We shouldn't find this surprising. We live in a culture where people get parenting and 

marriage advice by watching Oprah, and their theology about Jesus from the internet and 

its various sources of misinformation issued forth by liberal minds forsaking the Word. 

Liberal theologians have been trying to sell the idea that Jesus was just a good man who 

came to speak about love and goodness but was nothing more than an ordinary man.  

No doubt many who denied Christ did/do not deny the Father. But John says that you 

cannot have the Father without the Son, nor the Son without the Father. Vs. 22-24 

There are many people today who claim to believe in God. Perhaps you've heard them 

speaking with some degree of ambiguity about their belief in god or about their 

faith/spirituality, but never mention Jesus. 

 Belief in God will not get you to heaven.  

 James tells us that the demons believe and tremble. James 2:19 

 The very ones who rejected Jesus and nailed Him to the cross believed in God. 

Belief in God is not what determines whether or not someone belongs to God. It is 

trust/faith/belief in Jesus the Son. Remember that He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, 

and no man comes to the Father but through Him – John 14:6 

We live in a world of pluralism and tolerance, a world which can stand anything except 

someone who claims the truth and stands up to declare it. 
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All the so-called professed leaders of enlightenment will bow the knee and their tongues 

will confess Jesus as Lord of all. 

II. Resist the spirit of Antichrist 

As John counsels about remaining steadfast in the faith in the face of these deceivers, he 

gives them/us several things to hold on to. 

A. The assurance of eternal life 

There is a marked difference between someone who is alive and someone who is dead: 

 There is breath, a pulse beat, brain waves. 

Those who are spiritually alive: 

 By their fruits you will know them - tangible evidence of spiritual life.  

 Do you love like Jesus loved?  

 Do you see evidence of His Spirit living in you?  

 Are you different than those who do not know Jesus? 

There are those in many churches today who are counterfeit.  

Those who claim to know Jesus but do not. Those who profess to be saved, but are not. 

 Fruit of Spirit which is of Christ is NON- EXISTENT 

 

1 John 3:4-9  

Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. You know 

that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides 

in Him sins; no one who sins [practicing it] has seen Him or knows Him. Don’t let anyone 

deceive you about this: when people do what is right, it shows that they are righteous, 

even as Christ is righteous. But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong 

to the devil, who has been sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God came to 

destroy the works of the devil. Those who have been born into Gods’ family do not 

make a practice of sinning, because God’s life is in them. So they can’t keep on 

sinning because they are children of God.” 

 

 John has shown that obedience, love and perseverance are signs of true spiritual life.  

 Assurances we have from Jesus Christ Himself that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. 

2 Cor 13:5 Paul says, "Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith, examine yourselves." 

If we are going to effectively resist the spirit of the age, if we are going to be successful as 

ambassadors for Christ, it will be because we know we have eternal life and the life we 

live here will be lived abundantly for the kingdom of God. 
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Another evidence to which John points - Vv 20 & 27,  

B. The anointing 

The word is from the same root word from which we get the word Christ.  

Christ is the Greek term for the Hebrew word Messiah - “ANOINTED ONE.”  

Thus "Christians," are the "anointed ones." 

What is this anointing that John speaks of here? 

He is speaking about the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  

 The Holy Spirit in the life of the believer to help as a guide, as a discerner, to navigate 

us away from doctrinal error and into the deeper waters of truth. 

 

 John 16, Jesus tells us that the Spirit of Truth will guide us into all truth.  

 

 John 14, He tells us that the comforter, the Holy Spirit will bring all things to our 

remembrance and teach us. 

He is saying is the Spirit of God, living within us will guide us into truth and away from 

error.  

The closer we are in fellowship with the Spirit of God & the more surrendered we are to 

Him in our lives, the less likely we are to go astray. 

III. Remain in the Son 

We remain faithful to the Savior and to His message and His mission. 

This word, translated "to remain" means to be permanent, to dwell, abide, remain/endure. 

John 6:56 it speaks of how Christians abide in Christ.  

John says that if we will remain in the message we have heard from the beginning, if we 

will be faithful to that which was delivered to us - that message which delivered us from 

our sins, then we will remain in Christ. This is the goal of the Christian, to remain in 

Christ. 

Just Because Something Is New Does Not Necessarily Mean That It Is True. 

The message they had received from him in the beginning: 

Jesus was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died a vicarious death and rose in a 

victorious resurrection, NOW He offers forgiveness and eternal life to all who would place 
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their trust in Him. This was the message they had received, it was the message they had 

believed and it was the message that had transformed their lives. 

The best way to keep from going astray is to remain in the faith and the truth we have 

received from the beginning. 

If Adam and Eve had stood by what God told them in the first place, we wouldn't be in this 

mess created by sin. If you and I will stand firm in the truth as we know it in Jesus, we will 

save ourselves from a great deal of grief. The problem is not that we don't know the 

truth, it's that our sinful nature does not like the truth.  

As Jesus said, men are lovers of darkness rather than light. 

 People are ever searching for what Adam and Eve sought for in Eden's Garden, the 

knowledge that will elevate them to be equal with God. 

John tells us that we know all we need to know, there is no secret knowledge hidden from 

us. And that we are to remain in the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 

Conclusion 

1. Recognize - Be sober and be vigilant 

2. Resist - Contend for the faith 

3. Remain - Be steadfast in What you know and Who you know 

 


