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Biblical Principles on Abortion 

 

Recent changes in the makeup of the Supreme Court Justices, a new flurry of abortion 

laws, have brought the issue of abortion to the forefront again. 

 

December 1, 2021 begins the hearing of the Supreme Court examining the Dobbs vs. 

Jackson Women’s Health Organization. 

• Dealing with the Constitutionality of a 2018 Mississippi state law that banned 

elective abortion operations after the first 15 weeks of pregnancy. 

• It is said this case may be used to overturn Roe vs. Wade when back in 1973 

elective abortions were first legalized by the Supreme Court. 

 

There are renewed arguments among liberal Christian circles that say the Bible does not 

oppose abortion. 

• Aug. 2019 – one progressive leader argued: “There is nothing in the Christian 

scripture that condemns abortion – it just ain’t there.” Sophie Novak – “My 

Congregation Trusts Women: Progressive Faith Groups Counter Anti-Abortion 

Narratives” Aug. 28, 2019, Sept 10, 2019. www.texasobserver.org. 

• Sept. 2019 – Mayor Pete Buttigieg [I] running for President stated” “Abortion is 

obviously a tough issue for a lot of people to think through morally, then again, 

there’s lots of parts of the Bible that talk about how life begins with breath, and so 

arguing that the Bible teaches that “life begins with breath,” Buttigieg put himself as 

a Christian pro-abortion candidate. “Life News.com – Sept. 6, 2019” 

 

It is crucial for Christians to have a Biblical World View on the subject of abortion. 

Questions that are in the middle of the debate - 

1. Does the Bible teach that life begins at conception or birth? 

2. Is abortion murder? 

 

Defining terms: 

The Bible Has A Clear Word On The Issue Of Abortion: 

 

What is Abortion?  

“Abortion refers to induced abortions which are procedures that require outside or external 

intervention into the reproductive process with a view to terminating pregnancy [as 

opposed to a spontaneous abortion where a woman experience natural miscarriage]. 

 

http://www.texasobserver.org/
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Elective abortions [which compromise 92% of induced abortions] are the most common 

form. 

In these cases, the mother’s life is not threatened and the baby is healthy. 

• Elective abortions are done on healthy women and terminate pregnancies that would 

naturally lead to the birth of healthy children. 

• Elective abortions are sought for several reason: 

o Relationship issues – not married in cohabitation relationship. 

o Financial hardship 

o Parents not ready for children 

o Career concerns/choices 

o Physical and or mental strain on parents 

o Abuse or rape producing pregnancy 

 

According to the Guttmacher Institute, only 7% of women report their abortion was 

because of health complication for either the mother or the baby, and only 0.5% of 

abortions are sought because of rape. Fisher B. Lawrence, “Reasons U.S. Women Have 

Abortions: Quantitative and Qualitative Perspectives,” Perspectives on Sexual and 

Reproductive Health – Sept. 10, 2019 www.guttmacher.org/journals. 

 

One of the great questions surrounding abortion is: 

 

What is Personhood? Is the developing baby a person? 

• Does being biologically human qualify one as a person, or is there additional criteria 

that must be met to be counted as a person? 

• If so, what is that criteria for personhood and who decides the criteria? 

 

Science shows the youngest human embryo fulfills the four criteria needed to establish 

biological life: 

1. Metabolism  2. Growth  3. Reaction to stimuli 4. Reproduction 

 

Pro-choice supporters now argue that being biologically human is something distinct from 

personhood. 

• That being alive is not sufficient evidence or have moral standing that warrants legal 

protection of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

• They believe personhood is a quality or status that emerges or is achieved at some 

point after conception. 

http://www.guttmacher.org/journals
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• This is what a defender of pre-borns, Nancy Pearcey describes as “Personhood 

Theory” which attempts to separate the physical body from the immaterial mind or 

soul of a human. 

• Personhood values of the pro-life belief, see no value in the living human body but 

places all our worth in the mind or consciousness. Nancy Pearcy- “Love Thy Body: 

Answering Hard Questions about Life and Sexuality.” 2018. 

• Issues: *Does a Down syndrome not qualify as a person because their capacity 

to relate with others is limited? 

*Does someone with dementia who no longer remembers the past cease being a 

person? 

* What about those who become comatose? Are they not still a person? 

 

The Christian View of Personhood  

 

How does a Biblical World View and the Bible see when a person becomes a person? 

 

Morality teaches us that when human life is present, there is a person with moral standing 

deserving of legal protection. 

 

But as Christians, we have additional resources that inform our understanding of human 

personhood: 

• Does God consider the unborn child a person? 

• If the scriptures imply the personhood of the unborn, then Christians have an 

obligation to seek the protection of the unborn through educational, religious, and 

legislative actions. 

 

Does the Bible prove the personhood of the unborn? 

 

Gen. 1:26-27 teaches that EVERYONE is made in the image of God. 

• Many debate the meaning of made in the image of God, - but at very least it means 

that mankind represents God to the rest of Creation in a unique way. 

• Every human being is an image bearer of God and possesses inherent dignity. 

James 3:9 We should not use our tongues to curse men, “who have been made in 

the likeness of God.” 

• A powerful argument against abortion is that everyone is made in the image of God 

and is unique. 

 

Psa. 139:13-16 King David’s description of himself in utero. 
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“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise 

You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows 

it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in 

Your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet 

there was none of them.” 

 

• Describes his unborn life as fully personal. 

• This was not an impersonal substance in his mother’s womb; it was David, whom 

God was forming and knitting together for His purposes for Israel. 

• The use of personal pronouns “I” & “My” assumes personal identity in the womb 

and although adulthood.  

• Shows God was involved in the smallest of details in creating him. 

 

Psa. 51:5-6 Again, David’s life as an adult is expressed as a person while in the womb. 

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me. 

Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, and in the hidden parts You will make me 

know wisdom.” 

• David is confessing his sin of adultery with Bathsheba. 

• While asking for forgiveness, David acknowledges the depth of his own sinfulness. 

• V. 5 traces his sin to the very beginning of his life – to the hour of his conception. 

• He recognizes himself as a sinner in utero. The womb is not impersonal; but realizes 

the baby as a morally corrupt inheritor of Adam’s sin. 

 

Luke 1:39-45  The appearance of Gabriel to Mary announces she would have child as 

Holy Spirit came upon her. 

• Mary goes to visit Cousin Elizabeth, not even two weeks into the announcement. 

• Elizabeth was six months pregnant with John the Baptizer. 

• When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, “the baby leaped in her womb.” 

• John was filled with the Holy Spirit then. 

• There was personal human activity in utero: 

o John’s response was joy, an emotion ascribed to a person. 

o John’s mission in life was to be the forerunner preparing the way for the 

Messiah – his leaping in the womb and being filled with Holy Spirit was an 

acknowledgment of Yeshua as Messiah. 

o Elizabeth and John’s responses of joy and the baby leaping were appropriate 

to being in the presence of Yeshua – Messiah. 
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Jeremiah 1:4-5 & Isaiah 491b  

 

Jer. 1:4-5 “Now the word of the Lord came to me saying: “Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet 

to the nations.” 

 

Isa. 49:1b The Servant Songs of Isaiah prophesying of Messiah: 

“The Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my mother He named my name.” 

• These servants of the Lord were consecrated, appointed/called to their respective 

vocations while in utero. 

 

Additional passages: Job 3:3; Judges 13:3-5; Gen. 25:22-23; - Rebekah’s two sons 

Jacob and Esau are two nations in her womb that wrestled for position. Jacob ended up 

favored by God. 

God relates to the unborn in the womb. 

Exodus 21:22-25 establishment of the law that if two men are fighting and a pregnant 

woman is struck and injured; there were penalties to protect both the woman and the child 

she was carrying. Both mother and child were provided equal protection under the law. 

• What’s happened to us today? 

 

Gal. 1:14-17  Paul understands he was set apart from his mother womb before he was 

born by His grace that he might preach to the Gentiles. 

 

The Christian Church Has Been Pro-Life from the Beginning: 

For over 2,000 years the Church has been consistent on abortion and interpreted the Bible 

on the value of human life and most of its leaders have publically opposed abortion. 

 

The Early Church stood against the Roman and Greek culture that the unborn were 

dispensable. 

• Abortion was practiced during the first three centuries after Jesus was on the earth. 

• Roman women sought abortions for three main reasons: 

1. Conceal the consequences of adultery. 

2. To maintain their feminine beauty. 

3. To avoid any dangers of childbirth. 

 

The practices of child abandonment, abortion, were outlawed at the urging of Christians in 

374 A.D. 
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Jesus’ high value of children: 

• He included children in His ministry and chided the disciples when they attempted 

to deny the children access to Him. Matt. 19:14; Mark 10:14; Luke 18:16. 

• Luke 17:2 “Whoever tempted or did harm to a little one, it would be better for 

them that a millstone were hung around their neck and they were cast into the sea 

that he should cause one of the little ones to sin.” 

• Wow – what about the judgement on child pornographers and child molesters if they 

don’t repent! 

 

The Bible makes a clear case of how God views the unborn and the abortion industry that 

functions for profit in the guise of helping improve the health care of women. 

• Christians must speak with courage and conviction and counter all that suggest there 

is another way to interpret the Bible when it comes to abortion. 

 

• We must present our position with kindness and love, yet with firmness and resolve 

recognizing there are many for whom abortion is a personal discussion. 

 

• The Gospel of Jesus is good news for all people – even for those who have had or 

preformed an abortion. 

 

There is hope such as is found is the testimonies of: Pictures of some who were almost 

aborted 

Dr. Kathi Aultman – former Planned Parenthood medical doctor who aborted innumerable 

children as well as having an abortion herself, who after years of working in the abortion 

industry found redemption in a relationship with Jesus Christ and is now working with 

Pro-Life legislation. 

 

Abby Johnson – former Planned Parenthood clinic director who became convinced 

abortion was wrong, repented of her involvement and found forgiveness through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ in 2009 after watching an abortion on ultrasound. 

The documentary: “Unplanned” tells her story. 

 

God’s Word declares and affirms the person of the unborn as a person from the moment of 

conception. 

All human life is precious and all people – born and unborn are made in the image of God 

and possess dignity and value. 
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Abortion, which is the intentional termination of human life, is not the proper choice; but 

God provides the grace to walk free from the destruction of abortion. 

 

Resources for help: 

 

CareNet Newport News – 11747 Jefferson Ave. Alcove Health .org 757-591-8141 

 

Making Life Disciples – MLD- call Amanda Rocheleau – 757-874-1223 

 

Steps To Freedom In Christ – offered at WOWC, call the office to set up an 

appointment. 757-874-1223. 


