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Remaining Faithful in a World Gone Wrong 

 

We have taken three weeks to look at what Paul, Peter, John and Jesus have said about the 

Last Days and what would happen and possibly when we can expect these things by the 

signs we see happening. 

 

I want to focus in this message on how we are to Remain Faithful in this world that is 

going so Anti-Christ. 

We not only read but see one of the signs being a great falling away of some from the 

faith: 2Thess. 2:3 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day [Lord’s return], 

shall not come, except there comes a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 

son of perdition – anti-Christ.” 

 

Going back to Paul’s epistle of 1Thess 5, when he spoke of the coming of the Lord Jesus 

and how we were to live as faithful followers of Jesus; Paul referenced the coming of the 

Lord as being sudden, without warning, as a thief in the night comes. 

 

1Thess. 5:1-11 “Now concerning how and when all this will happen, we don’t really 

need to write you. For you know quite well the day of the Lord’s return will come 

unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. When people are saying, everything is peaceful 

and secure, then disaster will fall on them, as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains 

begin, and there will be no escape. 

But you aren’t in the dark about these things, and you won’t be surprised when the day of 

the Lord comes like a thief. For you are all children of the light and not the day; we don’t 

belong to darkness and night. 

So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert [sober] and be clear-headed. 

Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. But let us who live in the light 

be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the 

confidence of our salvation. 

For God has chosen to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out His 

anger on us. [“Not appointed us to incur His wrath or select to condemn us.”] AMPC 

Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when He returns, we can live with 

Him forever. 

So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.” 

26 times it’s said in the New Testament that “No one knows the hour of Christ’s coming, it 

will be sudden and unexpected.” 
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Matthew 24:36 ESV    “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” 

Matthew 24:44 ESV   “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 

an hour you do not expect.” 

This is relevant in this season/feast of Sukkot, which ends at sunset tonight. 

Sukkot is the remembrance of Yahweh dwelling with His people in tents and His desire to 

be with us. 

All of this points to His soon coming to take us as His bride to be with Him to rule and 

reign in the Kingdom of God. We’re going to His house as Yeshua said He is preparing a 

place for us – John 14 

 

Paul addressed the Coming of the Lord to the church/ekklesia for several reasons to 

correct their thinking, which also today needs correction: 

1. There were some who believed the imminent coming of Christ should cause them to 

stop all activities. Become idle and wait on His return. To which Paul said: 1Thess.5:14 

“We urge you to warn those who are lazy/idle…” 

2Thess. 3:10  Paul warned the idle and busybodies:  “For even when we were with 

you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.”” 

2. Some sought to live in a state of constant prayer so that they would be ready when the 

moment arrived. Produced asceticism – “practice of strict self-denial.” 

They fulfilled the saying: They became so heavenly minded, they were of no earthly 

good.”  

3. A more recent version of this “idleness” is exhibited by those who see no need to 

address social issues because the soon-to-take-place appearance of Christ will take care 

of it.  

This is a violation of scripture where Jesus Himself said His church was: 

Luke 19:13 “He called His ten servants, delivered them pounds, and said 

“OCCUPY TILL I COME!” 

Col. 3:23 “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the 

Lord rather than for people.” 

Do Kingdom business till I return. 

 

It’s time the church stops playing hide behind the walls and 

begins to run to the battle. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A44&version=ESV
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Paul views the coming of Christ as a: 

1.  A source of hope, because we will be raised with Christ 1Thessalonians 4:16-17.  

2. Moment of accountability 1Thess 4:1 where we must face God and ourselves 

honestly.  

For both of these reasons, he urges us to live joyfully anticipating the coming of Christ. 

 

Living in expectation requires ?? 

Paul uses a rhetorical device, setting up a contrast between “them” and “us”: Believers & 

Non-believers 

 We are children of the day; they are children of the night. 

 We maintain sobriety; they dull their senses with drunkenness. 

 We remain alert; they fall asleep. 

This is not to create a sense of isolation/separation from those who don’t profess Jesus as 

Lord; but there is a call from the Lord to be distinct from the systems of the world and its 

deceptive pagan influence. 

2 Corinthians 6:17  “Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves 

from them, says the LORD. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you.” 

Leading up to 2 Corinthians 6:17, Paul tells them, “Do not be yoked together with 

unbelievers” - 14. We often apply this to a believer marrying an unbeliever, but it has a 

much wider application.  

 

As a further rationale for the prohibition against being yoked to unbelievers, Paul asks a 

series of rhetorical questions. The implied answer to all of these is a big NOTHING!: 

“What do righteousness and wickedness have in common?” (2 Corinthians 6:14). 

“What fellowship can light have with darkness?”  v 14. 

“What harmony is there between Christ and Belial [the devil]?” v15 

“What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?”     v15 

“What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?” v 16 

 

This final question gets to the heart of the matter: 

 If there is no fellowship between the temple of God and idols, then the Christian should 

have nothing to do with idol worship: “For we are the temple of the living God” 2 

Corinthians 6:16.  

 To further support the idea that Christians are the temple of God, Paul quotes 

from Leviticus 26:12, which is also alluded to in Jeremiah 32:38 and Ezekiel 37:27: 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.14
https://www.gotquestions.org/who-Belial.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2026.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2032.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2037.27
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 “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be My 

people”  

 2 Corinthians 6:16- The temple of God is where God dwells, and He says He will dwell 

among His people, making them the temple. 

 

Since believers are the temple of God, Paul concludes, “Come out from them and be 

separate. . . . Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”  

 Christians are supposed to separate themselves from idol worship of any kind. 

The concept of “separation” became one of the major teachings of fundamentalist 

Christianity in the United States in the 20th century.  

 There was a lot of focus on “coming out and being separate” from the world in all sorts 

of ways, many of which may not have been warranted by Scripture. 

 The church must become involved in the 7 Mountains of culture to be a Godly 

influence: 

Arts/Entertainment, Government, Religion, Media,  

The biblical admonition of 2 Corinthians 6:17 is not so all-encompassing. Paul wants 

believers to be separate from idol worship in all its forms, but he never calls for a complete 

separation from pagan idol worshipers, whom they should attempt to win to Christ.  

Paul clarifies the matter of separation in: 

1 Corinthians 5:9–11: “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and 

swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. But now I am 

writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister 

but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler.  

Do not even eat with such people.” 

“The Lord wants His people to “come out from among them and be separate.” 

1. That means that we should be separate from participation in sin.  

2. We are to be separate from professing believers who are living in sin.  

3. Christians are called to not get involved in entangling relationships with unbelievers, 

which would lead to compromise (and thus being “yoked” with an unbeliever).  

4. Balancing that is the biblical understanding that we cannot completely remove 

ourselves from the world of unbelievers, as that would cause us to lose all influence.  

In the United States, if the 20th century was marked by believers being so separate from 

the world that there was not enough interaction with it, the 21st century may be marked by 

Christians being so involved with the world that it is hard to tell the difference between the 

two.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.16
https://www.gotquestions.org/Biblical-separation.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/fundamentalism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/fundamentalism.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%206.17
https://www.gotquestions.org/idolatry-modern.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%205.9%E2%80%9311
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Either way, evangelism is ineffective by either our removal from influencing unbelievers 

or by being so much like them; we lose being the salt and light. 

 There must be a BALANCE that cannot be summarized by a set of “dos and don’ts.”  

Paul’s purpose is to focus attention on us and who we claim to be.  

If we are children of the day, then we remain alert, 

keeping our convictions, because we know that Christ is near at hand. 

He continues in v 3: “When they say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman.”  

 The phrase “peace and security” was a slogan on Roman coins to remind people of the 

source of their peace and security.  

 The people who are saying, “Peace and safety” are expressing their pleasure at living 

save and comfortable lives. The Pax-Romana (Roman peace), imposed by the 

emperor’s iron hand, insures that people obey Roman law.  

 While people might prefer to be free, the benefit of Government’s dominance is “peace 

and safety.” 

 This reminds us of Jesus’ comment about the way people were living at the time of 

Noah. “As the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 

those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they didn’t 

know until the flood came, and took them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man” Matthew 24:37-39. 

Accountability 

We are well practiced at skirting responsibility. That is one of the first things children 

learn to do (“It wasn’t me!”). As adults, we rationalize with phrases like “I didn’t mean 

to,” “I was just trying to protect you,” “the ends justify the means,” or “it doesn’t count 

unless you are caught.” 

The anticipated “coming of Christ” places before us a temporal limit: a moment when we 

come face-to-face with Christ.  

The coming of Christ holds us to a time that cannot be put off, when we will be called to 

accountability, when the labor pains come upon us, when it is revealed where we have 

sought peace and security. 

There will be no excuses to offer before the Lord on that day – all will be revealed. 
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Hope 

Hope is linked to the death and resurrection of Jesus 1 Thessalonians 4:13 

 With Him, we too will be raised, along with our loved ones and friends.- 4:15-17.  

 It is also linked to faith and love 1:3; 5:8:  

 To our trust in God and to our service to one another 4:9-10.  

Paul instructs believers to “put on the breastplate of faith and love, and the helmet of the 

hope of salvation” - 1 Thessalonians 5:8.  

Likening faith, love, and hope to the protective armor worn by Roman soldiers 

underscores their power.  

The protective armor signals to others, like a sports jersey, whom the person serves.  

In the case of a Roman soldier, it is the emperor.  

In the case of a Jesus follower faith, love, and hope identify them as serving the God of 

Jesus Christ. 

Faith, love, and hope do not protect these Jesus followers from harassment  

1 Thessalonians 1:6,  

Paul, says faith, love and hope protect them from fear of the wrath to come -5:9.  

 

V. 9  “For God has not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salivation by our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

Wrath is not a word that we often associate with God.  

 Wrath is identified as the violent, justifiable passion of God’s abhorrence to sin and 

rebellion. 

 This is what we have escaped by having faith in Jesus Christ and trusting His work 

on the Cross in our place. 

 Rom 5:8-9: But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

 


