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Principles for Political Engagement 

 

1. Do Christians have a moral or Biblical obligation to participate in government? 

2. Is there a Christian way to engage in the political process? 

3. Do Christians have a duty to vote and what principles should they follow in their 

voting? 

 

These are questions many in the church avoid to answer or even consider due to strong 

feelings and opinions. 

 

In the early years of this nation’s existence, Christians were very involved in the political 

process of voting and being the candidates who ran for offices on a National, State and 

Local level. 

Ever since the Post-war 1940’s, the American Church reduced its influence and became 

hesitant in encouraging the discussion of politics in the church. 

There has been a withdrawal of the church in influencing Christians to engage in publicly 

applying the fundamentals of faith in areas of government. 

 

What is Politics? 

 

Comes from the Greek word – “polis” referring to Greek city-states [political entities 

ruled by a body of citizens]. 

• For the Greeks, politics was concerned with the control and distribution of power 

across a range of sites. 

• Politics was about how groups of humans organized their lives – such as a 

homeschool co-op’s decision on where to meet, or a community association’s 

guidelines for living, or when/how trash needed to be picked up from the 

community, or a neighborhood watch group. 

• Politics was connected with community and the concepts of living with one’s 

neighbor for the good of all. 

 

Today, the mentioning of politics brings up thoughts of deception, fraud, conflict and 

division; candidates clashing in abrasive words and accusations against one another trying 

to out trash talk the other.  

 

Why we, as Christians, should care about Politics? 

 

Many have the opinion that the church is called to “Do Evangelism – Not Politics” 
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• They declare the church’s call from Jesus is to make disciples – Matt. 28:16-20; not 

become involved in anything that does not lead someone to faith in Christ. 

 

1. When we look at Scripture, this objection fails to account for the broader perspective of 

politics incorporating how people order their lives and affairs and the reality of what 

our Christian worldview has much to say about our civic responsibility. 

 

We as believers have the responsibility to steward the blessings and opportunities 

entrusted to us by being involved in civic matters. 

• Voting is a matter of stewardship that seeks to honor God and advance the wellbeing 

of our neighbors by selecting Godly leadership that will benefit all persons. 

 

The Bible teaches that government is appointed by God – Rom. 13:1-2 

“Let ever soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 

God and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 

Therefore, whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist 

will bring judgement on themselves. …” 

• Paul goes on to describe those appointed are “ministers of God” responsible for 

administering civil justice. 

• Although God is Sovereign, He chooses to use human governments to carry out His 

will in the civil sphere. 

• Gen. 9, God provides authorization for action against murderers – Gen. 9:5-6. 

Communities must form and support governments capable of administering justice. 

Government was God’s idea and Christians are to engage in it in a way that is consistent 

with its God given purpose. 

 

2. The Bible contains numerous examples of faithful political engagement- 

• Joseph and Daniel used their Godly influence to serve in foreign administrations and 

implemented policies that benefited society. Gen. 45:9-12, Dan.  

• Queen Esther used her influence in the Persian government to save the Jewish 

people from a state sanctioned genocide – Esther 8. 

• Jeremiah instructed the Exiles in Babylon to seek the welfare of the city in which 

they were captive so it would go well with all. Jer. 29:7. 

• In the N.T.  Jesus engaged in ministry for the whole being of people: Physical and 

spiritual, feeding the hungry, caring for the sick. 

• Paul advocated a complete approach to ministry: Gal. 6:10 “As we have 

opportunity, let us do good to everyone.” Eph. 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, 
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created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them.” 

• Good works has a meaning of public significance towards people. 

 

A Christian worldview recognizes the “good works” of believers must include every area 

of life, including politics. 

 

Paul, when facing charges of sedition, exercised his right as a Roman citizen and appealed 

to Caesar – Acts 25:10 indicating he was comfortable working within the political and 

legal system of his day when charged with false accusations. 

 

Paul instructs Timothy: 1Tim 2:1-3 “First of all, then I urge that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 

positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” 

• We are to pray for our leaders whose decisions can advance or hinder the ability to 

lead quiet and dignified lives. 

 

Politics occupies a significant place in society and is an unavoidable area of Christian 

concern. 

 

Because government and laws are an inescapable part of our lives, there is no way to avoid 

some level of involvement in government. 

 

This is true, even for Christians who are sojourners and exiles in this world and citizens of 

the Kingdom of God: 

1Peter 2:11 “I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage 

war against the soul.” 

Eph. 2:19 “Now therefore, you are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 

with the saints, and of the household of God.” 

 

We as citizens of both worlds must use our influence for the advancement of laws, 

policies, and practices that contribute to the good of our neighbors as well as ourselves. 

 

What Is The Right Way To Engage In The Process? 

 

It was once said: “To not be political is to be political!” 
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In earlier history, when the church was silent on the issues of the day out of fear of being 

political, opportunities to correct evils were missed: 

• The 19th Century church failed to denounce slavery & the 20th Century church 

remained silent on the Jim Crow laws – thereby condoning racial injustice through 

silence out of fear of being political. 

• The German churches silence to the Nazi’s in the 1930’s represents a similar failure 

of the church trying to remain apolitical. 

By not denouncing Hitler’s anti-Christian ideology, pastors failed to shepherd their 

churches in a time when Christian discipleship was desperately needed. 

 

We don’t have to equate the church’s mission with the platform of a political party: 

• But we must equip the people of God to be able to discern the Biblical values and 

principles they should be standing for. 

Such equipping as information on:  

o Registering to VOTE 

o Voting Biblical values the Bible declares, which the believer should be 

selecting candidates who will most represent and stand for those values once 

in office. 

 

Voting is an exercise in delegating your God given authority. 

In our Democratic Republic, the power of government resides in the people of the 

Republic. 

When Christians vote, they are delegating their ruling authority to others to represent them 

once in office. 

 

If the act of voting is the act of delegating the exercise of God’s authority, this is what 

Christians should do. 

 

By voting, we not only oversee the events of our own nation; but we influence who will 

represent the United States in other nations as our values are exported around the world. 

 

Christians who support missionaries should care about the state of international religious 

freedom where the U.S. exerts a significant influence, so the gospel can be preached in 

those places. 

 

Will abortion be funded overseas by the American taxpayers, or will U.S. foreign policy 

value life for the unborn there also? 
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We, as American voters by exercising our right to vote, have a direct influence in those 

foreign matters because we give our authority to those who will represent us with a Godly 

value system or an ungodly value system. 

 

The Issues At Stake When You Vote: 

Again stated – the meaning of Politics: “Deciding what policies will best organize the 

affairs of the community for the good of all.” 

In a world plagued by sin, we as Christians are called to reverse the corroding effects of 

the Fall wherever we exist. Our decision to cast an informed vote is an attempt to do just 

that. 

 

1. Abortion and Marriage/Sexuality – The Bible is clear: life begins at conception and 

abortion is the taking of an innocent and unborn life  

Ex. 21:22; Psa. 139:13-16; 22:10; 51:5-6; Job 3:3; Jer. 1:4-5; Isa. 49:1; Luke 1:39-45; 

Gal. 1:15. 

 

2. Equality Act – law which would codify sexual orientation and gender identity [same 

sex marriage, relations, benefits] granting them the same status as race and national 

origin. This belief states that one’s sexual inclinations are equal to one’s skin color. 

This would attempt to compel Christians and members of faith with objections to same 

sex marriage and homosexuality to violate their religious beliefs. 

 

3. Poverty and Race – Scripture is very clear that God cares about the poor and those 

who are not treated with equity because of their people group – race. 

• There are many scriptures both Old and New Covenant giving guidance on caring 

for the poor, orphans and widows. 

• You cannot open and read the Scriptures and ignore Gods’ call to care for them. 

 

Race – The Bible clearly states ALL people are created in the image of God –  

Gen. 1:27. 

• The Gospel is for everyone – John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only Begotten Son that whoever believes in Him would have 

everlasting life and never perish.” 

• The U.S. Declaration of Independence clearly states: “We hold these truths to 

be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights that among these are Life, Liberty and 

the pursuit of Happiness.” 2nd paragraph 
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• Gal. 3:28-29, Col. 3:11; Eph. 2:14-16 declare a New Covenant in which all 

distinctions on race have been abolished through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

• Any reviving of the distinctions of treating people differently, acting adversely to 

people based on their skin color or ethnicity is sinful and must be strongly 

repudiated by the church. 

 

 

We, as Christians are obligated to care about these issues, find men and women who stand 

on the right side of these issues and put them into places of leadership in the various 

offices of our government so that government reflects the Kingdom of our God and Father 

and Creator. 

 


