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Isaiah prophesied from 739–681 BC to a nation that had turned a deaf ear to the Lord.  

• Instead of serving Him with humility and offering love to their neighbors, the nation of 

Judah [1] offered meaningless sacrifices in God’s temple at Jerusalem and  

[2] Committed injustices throughout the nation.  

[3] The people of Judah turned their backs on God and alienated themselves from Him, 

which created the need for Isaiah’s pronouncements of judgment—declarations made in 

the hope that God’s people would return to Him. 

Why is Isaiah so important? 

The book of Isaiah provides us with the most comprehensive prophetic picture of Jesus 

Christ in the entire Old Testament. It includes the full scope of His life: the 

announcement of His coming (Isaiah 40:3–5), His virgin birth (7:14), His 

proclamation of the good news (61:1), His sacrificial death (52:13–53:12), and His 

return to claim His own (60:2–3).  

Because of numerous other Christological texts in Isaiah, the book stands as a testament 

of hope in the Lord, the One who saves His people from themselves. 

What's the big idea? 

Isaiah’s overall theme - chapter 12: “Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not 

be afraid” (Isaiah 12:2).  

• This echoes the meaning of Isaiah’s name, which means the “Salvation of Yahweh.” 

One might wonder about the strong presence of judgment that runs through the first 

thirty-nine chapters when the theme is salvation.  

• How can the two coexist?  

• The presence of judgment indicates its necessity for salvation to occur.  

• Before we can have salvation, we must have a need for it! 

To understand where I sense the Lord is taking us this morning, there needs to be an 

understanding of the times in which Isaiah prophesied to the people. 

 

Simply put, Israel had turned its back on God and was serving idol deities and had become 

very immoral. 

It necessitated a prophetic word to come and wake them up to righteousness and return 

them to their first love of Yahweh. 

 

That’s what a prophet does: They hear from God and lifts the veil on the reality of 

where people are to bring them back to where God destines for them to be. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Isa%2040.3%E2%80%935
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The message from God is that He wanted His people to align with His nature and His 

purposes even though it would be difficult and require correction; but the ultimate purpose 

is eternally good. 

• God is above their circumstances and there is hope in Him because He promises to with 

us in the journey to take us exactly where we need to be – joining Him in Kingdom 

mission that ends with all things being made new. 

 

Isaiah had warned Israel to return to the Lord or else face correction measures from the 

Lord. 

They had begun to fast to seek the Lord – yet things weren’t quite right with their motives 

of fasting and seeking the Lord. 

Isa. 58 shares insight into the fast and what was not happening that should be happening 

when God’s people turn and humble themselves with pray and fasting. 

 

Isa. 58:1-4 The people come to the Temple and blew the shofar and made a claim of 

seeking the Lord to forgive them and become a righteous people who are desiring to know 

Him asking the Lord to act on their behalf because they are fasting and seeking Him. 

• There is a false sense of pride as they proclaim they have been hard on themselves and 

fasted and deprived themselves and the Lord doesn’t even seem to take notice of them. 

V. 3b-5 Isaiah responds cutting to the truth that their fasting is only external piety 

without true repentance [change of lifestyle] exemplified with righteous acts and living. 

• It was ritualistic & insincere to be for a religious show only. 

• Wearing of the burlap and ashes were expressions of sorrow and mourning; but just the 

expressions don’t please the Lord unless the heart is broken and contrite and sincere 

about change. 

• True fasting creates an awareness of injustice and oppression and prompts us to reach 

out and minister to those in need. Matt. 25:35-36, James 1:27. 

 

Isaiah goes on to tell them in chapter 58 that fasting with the proper motives will bring a 

change of our hearts towards both the Lord and to people’s needs and move us into action 

to meet those needs. 

 

Isaiah 59  begins to give encouragement to a broken and discouraged people whose 

broken personal lives have attributed to a broken down nation. 

 

Isa. 59:1-4 “Listen, the Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor His ear too deaf to 

hear your call. 
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It’s your sins that have cut you off from God, because of your sins, He has turned away 

and will not listen anymore. Your hands are the hands of murderers, and your fingers are 

filthy with sin. Your lips are full of lies, and your mouth spews corruption. No one cares 

about being fair and honest. The people’s lawsuits are based on lies. They conceive evil 

deeds and then give birth to sin.” 

 

• The nation complained that the Lord could not rescue them, but the real problem was 

they had not repented of their sin and wanted to remain living in sin. 

 

• The delay in that nation and this nation’s rescue is not a problem with the Lord; His 

arm was/is not too weak it couldn’t/can’t save; it is sin that separates us from Him. 

• They were not willing to truly repent and live in covenant with the Lord in honesty and 

fairness which are qualities of God’s character. 

• V. 5-6 – Their lifestyle was characterized as images of snakes and spiders webs which 

represent plans designed to hurt and destroy other’s lives and relationships. 

• V. 7 – 8 -defines them “their feet run to do evil, and they rush to commit murder. They 

think only about sinning. Misery and destruction always follow them. They don’t know 

where to find peace or what it means to be just and good.” 

• V. 10 – they were further characterized as people without eyes – had no vision of right 

and couldn’t see their own wrong-doing. 

• V. 14-15-16 “Our courts oppose the righteous, and justice is nowhere to be found. 

Truth stumbles in the streets and honesty has been outlawed. Yes, truth is gone, and 

anyone who renounces evil is attacked. The Lord looked and was displeased to find 

there was no justice. He was amazed to see that no one intervened to help the 

oppressed. So He Himself stepped in to save them with His strong arm, and His 

justice sustained Him.” 

 

Tell me these verses aren’t a description of todays’ culture worldwide and especially 

in America. 

 

V. 17- 19 The Lord Himself will go out as a Warrior – intent on achieving victory 

against the wicked – “He put on righteousness as His body armor and placed the helmet of 

salvation on His head. He clothed Himself with a robe of vengeance and wrapped Himself 

in a cloak of divine passion. He will repay His enemies for their evil deeds. His fury will 

fall on His foes. He will pay them back even to the ends of the earth. In the west, people 

will respect the name of the Lord; in the east, they will glorify Him. For He will come like 

a raging flood tide driven by the breath of the Lord.” 
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v. 21 “this is My covenant with them, says the Lord, My Spirit will not leave them, and 

neither will these words I have given you. They will be on your lips and on the lips of your 

children and your children’s children forever. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 

 

Then, Holy Spirit prophesies through Isaiah about God’s people’s glorious and victorious 

future: 

 

Isa. 60:1-4  “Arise, Light your light shine for all to see. 

For the glory of the Lord rises to shine on you. 

Darkness as black as night covers all the nations of the earth, But The Glory Of The 

Lord rises and appears over you. 

All nations will come to your light; mighty kings will come to see your radiance. 

Look and see, for everyone is coming home! 

• Your sons are coming from distant lands; 

• Your little daughters will be carried home. 

Your eyes will shine and your heart will thrill with joy, more blessings and provisions 

from the Lord will come. 

 

What does all this mean and what is the Word of the Lord saying for you today? 

 

No matter how dark the world scene is;  

• It’s been very dark before and it’s very dark and growing darker now:  

• BUT GOD – will be with His people and will transform our destiny from the devil’s 

darkness as black as night caused by sin  

• To a time of LIGHT, BLESSING, PROVISION, HEALING, RESTORATION OF 

HOME/FAMILY/MARRIAGE. 

 

The Lord has done it before and His arm is not too short nor His strength too weak that 

He is not able to do it again. 

He will do it because He loves those who honor Him and live for Him. 

 

Our part is to check out our hearts:  

• Repent where we need to and to whom we need to. 

• Live a life of discipleship following Jesus with all of our heart. 

 

 

 


