
Testing the Supernatural

A Biblical Precedent for Testing 
Dreams, Visions, Revelations, and 

Spiritual Manifestations.



In light of the recent abundance of dreams, vision and revelations 
surrounding 2020 with Covid, Election Year and other events; I 

thought it necessary to respond to the confusion, discouragement, 
hope deferred - making the heart sick and questions of why didn’t 

events manifest the way so many predicted.

• Statement: I, personally, am in no way implementing that 
the person[s] who gave the revelations, words or dreams are 
or were false prophets. In this study, I am attempting to 
provide Biblical guidelines for the Body of Christ to apply 
Biblical discernment needed for these Last Days.



This is not a new dilemma: There is always a potential of 

false prophets/predictions!

• Jesus’ warnings:  Mark 13:22-23:  “For false Christs and false 

prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, 

if it were possible, even the elect. But take heed; behold, I have 

foretold you all things.”  Matt. 24:11, 24

• Paul’s warnings:  2 Cor. 11:13-15:  “For such are false apostles, 

deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of 

Christ. And no marvel; for satan himself is transformed into an 

angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 

be transformed as ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 

according to their works/deeds/lifestyle.”



- 2 Thess. 2:9 - spoken of the antichrist- “Even him, whose 

coming is after the working of satan with all power and signs 

and lying wonders…”

- 2 Cor. 11:26, Gal. 2:4

Peter’s warnings: 2 Peter 2:1: “There were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 
you, who secretly shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction.”

There are 3 base Scriptures I’d like to use as a launch pad in this 
study. There are many more we will review as we progress 

through this topic.



1.)   1 John 4:1-4:  “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 

the spirits whether they are of

• God: because many false prophets are gone out into the 

world. 

• Hereby know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 

that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every 

spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 

in not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, of which 

you have heard it should come; and even now already is it in 

the world.

• You are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 

because Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the 

world.”



2.)  2 Cor. 11:13-15: “For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful works, disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ. No wonder, for even satan disguises himself as an 
angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants 
also disguise themselves as ministers of righteousness, 
whose end will be according to their deeds.”

3.)  Rev. 2:2-3 - Jesus’ words to the church at Ephesus, “I know 
your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you 
cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who 
call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found 
them to be false, and you have perseverance and have 
endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 
But I have this against you, that you have left your first 
love.”



Looking at:

• 1 John 4: 1-4:   “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of

•God: because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world. 

• Hereby know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every 
spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
in not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, of which you 
have heard it should come; and even now already is it in the 
world.

• You are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 
because Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the 
world.”



• The word “try” could be translated “test”, “Test the spirits…”

• Satan has always been twisting the Word of the Lord to us, 
presenting something false in its place.

• In most of the congregations Paul ministered to, but especially 
the Ephesian congregation; he had to deal with many 
revelations, dreams, visions and new doctrines/ideas 
attempting to subvert the Truth of the Gospel.



Dealing with falsehood in New Testament times: 

2 Cor. 11:13-15: “For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No 
wonder, for even satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise 
themselves as ministers of righteousness, whose end will be 
according to their deeds.”

• “False apostles” pseudapostolos = “any type of falsehood or 
lie, someone who deliberately walks in a pretense that is 
untrue, or someone who misrepresents fact or truth.” “By what 
a person does, says, or purports to be true, misrepresents who 
they actually are.”



• “Deceitful workers”  dolios = “bait that is used on a hook or 
trap to catch/ensnare/trap.”

• Conveys: cunning, craftiness, cheating, dishonesty, fraud, 
guile, trickery; someone who is treacherous/deceitful.

• There are some who are unintentionally deceived and used to 
deceive others, but this context is someone who is intentional 
in their deceptive practices.



• The early New Testament believers understood the gifting of 
the Apostle to the Body of Christ as a very important and a 
high function.

• Therefore, some sought to exploit this gift position in order to 
gain power, control, fame and leverage over believers.

• Paul called them deceitful workers because they had 
themselves in mind and not the good of the congregations.

• They actively worked to steal sheep, deceive and draw to 
themselves and disrupt the unity of the congregation; therefore 
thwarting the advancement of the Gospel to others.



Moving to Rev. 2:2-3

• Rev. 2:2-3

Jesus’ words to the church at Ephesus, “I know your deeds 
and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate 
evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves 
apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false,  
and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s 
sake, and have not grown weary. But I have this against you, 
that you have left your first love.”



These are Jesus’ words to the church at Ephesus, one of the 

largest churches founded by Paul in Asia.

• A large, prosperous, spiritual city with a vibrant church with 
much influence over the region.

• Its popularity drew all types of cultures, doctrines, religions, 
philosophies; all in hopes they would find acceptance in 
Ephesus in order to be approved in other regions.

• The problem of authenticity was very difficult for all the 
citizens to deal with [finding the truth] but it became a source 
of confusion in the Ephesian church.

• The church, then as should be now, was very concerned about 
establishing a way to TEST these voices, dreams, visions, 
teachings to make sure they were really of the Holy Spirit for 
them.



Jesus, Himself, seeking the purity of His Bride, was very 

interested in how they were testing/trying the spirit to see if this 

was of the Lord:

• “I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that 
you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those 
who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you 
found them to be false,”

• “Cannot tolerate” =  “You have an in-tolerance, inability or 
power to support evil.”

• Rom. 12:21:  “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.”



Intolerance would normally be a negative quality, it was the 
correct type of response here and Jesus commended them.

• God incredibly loves all people; but HE and Jesus and the 
K.O.G. are very intolerable of sin; sin is what separates us 
from relationship with Him, which is His highest priority for 
us.

• Isa. 59:2:  “Your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He 
will not hear.”



The Ephesian leadership and congregation has no tolerance for 
people who would infiltrate with hidden and selfish motives.

• They understood it was their spiritual role to remain pure to 
the Gospel message and the gifts and operation of the Holy 
Spirit to advance the K.O.G. 

Jesus commended the Ephesian congregation for taking such 
a stand and is looking for His people today to do the same.



Question:  How are people, even God’s good people led away 

and deceived at times?

1.   They take the bait of deception because they don’t think 
through what is being said to them.  They are not using 
spiritual discernment! We do have to use our minds to discern 
along with our spiritual senses.

• Failure to Try/test the spirits by measuring the word, dream, 
vision, etc. by the entirety of the Word and Will of God will 
lead you to take out of context what is presented.

• You test words, visions, dreams by the character of God’s 
nature and the Truth of His Word.

• This is why the enemy and enemies of the K.O.G are always 
attempting to undermine the validity of God’s Word.



We are instructed to do this with prophecy, words of knowledge, 
words of wisdom and all things of the spirit language.  
1 Cor. 14:29

• Judge = “discern, weigh for accuracy.”

• Discerning or judging does not mean you have doubt of the 
validity of the supernatural or are opposing God.

• Hopefully, it is pure desire to make sure what you’re hearing is 
really from the Lord and not from another source.



Four Questions to ask about words, revelations, dreams, etc.:

1. How was it received?

2. What is its contents/context?

3. What is its long-term fruit?

4. Who does it glorify?

Next week!


