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10/13 -15 UNITED RETREAT AT CAMP ARCADIA 

10/25 REFORMATION HYMN FESTIVAL, 7PM 

10/28 HAYRIDE AT FLETEMEYERS, 3PM 

   Year 25 is said to be the silver anniversary. Year 50 is known as the golden anniversary. But did you know the rest of 

the list? From the 5th anniversary to the 70th anniversary, here is the list of years and elements associated with those big 
years:  5th Wood, 10th Tin, 15th Crystal, 20th China, 25th Silver, 30th Pearl, 40th Ruby, 50th Gold, 60th Diamond, 70th 
Platinum. 

   Perhaps you noticed that a 500th anniversary is not listed. And, thus, no element is found for Year 500. But that will not 
prevent us this month from recognizing the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. Enjoy this special Refor-
mation 500 issue of The Beacon by reading solid material from Lutheran friends across the country (see pp. 2,4 and 5). Then 
go beyond our borders and compare the start of Sunday School in Siberia (pp. 9-10) with the start of God’s City here in 
Spring Lake (p. 3). Happy 500th to all of you, and I hope to see you at the October 25 Reformation Hymn Festival and 
Reformation Divine Service on October 29. 

 

 

Reformation Hymn Festival       Luther’s Divine Service 

    Wednesday, October 25            A Festival Setting 

                   7pm               Sunday, October 29 

                           9:30am 



 

   When we’re hit with the news of major disasters, as in the 
recent cases of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma and the wild-
fires in the West, it is instinctive for Christians to respond with 

prayer, and rightly so. It is fundamental to the Christian faith and life that we are to 
pray “without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17; Luke 18:1), especially in the face of such over-
whelming hurts and hardship, which demonstrate our desperate need for the Lord and 
His mercy. We call upon His Name because we cannot save ourselves. 
   We pray together 
   Not only do Christians pray in quiet solitude, and Christian fathers with their house-
holds and families, but so also does the Church in each place gather together as the 
Body of Christ for the Word of God and prayer. The Apostles and the early Church 
prioritized this practice of prayer, along with “doctrine, fellowship, and the Breaking 
of the Bread” (Acts 2:42), both before and after the Day of Pentecost had come. And 
our Lord Himself promises that wherever two or three are gathered together in His 
Name, there He is in the midst of them; their prayers are heard and answered for His 
Name’s sake (Matt. 18:19–20). 
   The Church’s daily prayer offices (Matins, Vespers, Compline, Morning and Evening 

Prayer) are an opportunity to hear the Word of God; to pray, confess and sing the Word of God; to call upon the Name of the 
Lord in prayer, praise and thanksgiving; and to live and breathe together as fellow members of one Body in Christ. 
   To be sure, there are always things for which we ought to pray, whether in general or particular. We are sinful people living 
in the midst of sinful people in a fallen and perishing world, so there will be no lack of trouble. At the same time, we have the 
command and promise of our Lord that we should pray in the joyful confidence of His cross and resurrection (John 16:20–
28). In Him, God’s answer to all our prayers is “Yes” and “Amen” (2 Cor. 1:18–20). So does the Church also respond to disas-
ters by coming together to call on the Name of the Lord. 
   What good is prayer?  
   Yet there are those who would say, “You’re praying for us? What good is that? Why don’t you do something, or at least send 
tangible assistance?” It is likely that we have felt the same way at times, when we’ve been in great distress and received nothing 
but promises of prayer. So, how should we respond to such complaints? 
   Let us first of all understand that faithfulness in prayer is a good work and a discipline of faith and love. Prayer is “doing 
something,” and it ought to be approached seriously. It requires time and energy, thoughtfulness and commitment and persis-
tent patience. It turns us outside of ourselves in faith toward God and in consideration for our neighbors. 
   Prayer and service 
   Let us therefore also understand that, as we pray and intercede for those in need, we are also offering up ourselves to serve 
those neighbors, as the Lord enables and provides us with the opportunity to do so. Prayer, self-sacrifice, good works of ser-
vice and tangible assistance are not mutually exclusive and competing alternatives. They run together like the offerings and the 
prayers in the Divine Service. 
   Christians respond to major disasters, and to the hurts and hardships of their neighbors, in many ways. They work within 
their respective vocations and stations in life. They contribute and serve as they are able, according to their means and abilities. 
They confess God’s Word and faith as opportunity affords. And in every case, “at all times and in all places,” they pray in ac-

cordance with the Word and promises of God. Faith and love thus work 
together. 
   Making time for prayer 
   So do not neglect to pray as you go about your days and as you gather to-
gether with your family at home. Prayer is not a pointless exercise. Where 
you have not been faithful in prayer, repent, and do better. And as you pray 
and intercede, so also work and contribute with the strength and means your 
Lord provides. 
   Likewise set aside the time to be gathered together with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ — at the Church’s daily prayer offices, where possible, or by 
inviting others to share a meal and pray with you and your family —  so that 
you might be strengthened in your faith, in your prayer and confession and 
in your sacrifice and service by the fellowship of the Body of Christ. Even if 
you feel you are strong and have no need of help, be gathered together with 
your congregation anyway, so that you might strengthen and support your 
pastor and fellow parishioners in taking up the Sword of the Spirit in the 
bond of Peace (Ephesians 4:1–7; 5:15–21; 6:16–20). 
   In this way, let us pray together as our Lord has taught us, and not lose 
heart (Luke 18:1). 

   The Rev. D. Richard Stuckwisch is pastor of Emmaus Lutheran Church in South Bend, Indiana. 
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     The words we use to think and speak about things matter. They can be helpful but they can also be misleading. 
     A recent Entrepreneuer article takes issue with the use of the word “balance” to talk about managing the mixed and multi-
ple demands of work and home life. The author recommends that we use the word “harmony” instead of “balance,” because 
“balance” implies an equality and even distribution that may not be helpful. I think he makes a good point, though I suspect 
that “harmony” might also be subject to abuse and confusion.  
     The article reminded me of how we talk and think about various pulls and demands that the Bible requires of our theology. 
The most obvious is the relationship of Law and Gospel. We sometimes speak of holding these things in tension or balance, 
but we do well to remember that they are not even. Each has its own place and purpose. They are both God’s Word, revealing 
His good and gracious will to us. At various times and for various questions one or the other will take the lead role. They 
should be rightly distinguished and applied, but this doesn’t always mean that they will be evenly distributed. 
     We might think that the Gospel should always take the lead and dominance. That is the case in sermons, to be sure, and in 
most doctrinal questions or questions of conscience. But there are times when the Law must be the dominant force and the 
Gospel gladly plays harmony. There are some questions that simply can’t be answered by the Gospel, such as why women 
can’t be pastors, why some people go to Hell, and why cohabitation is wrong. That is not to say that the Gospel doesn’t in-
form those things. It is simply to recognize that Law questions deserve and should get Law answers, and that like the Gospel, 
the Law, too, is a gift from God for our good. To use the Gospel to answer Law questions is either to dismiss the real moral 
and ethical concerns of the Law (that is, to become antinomian) or to preach the Law and call it the Gospel, corrupting it from 
that which brings comfort to that which accuses. 
     This is easier to talk about than to do. Achieving perfect balance — or, more tempting still, always having the Gospel dom-
inate — would be easy, but proper distinction and application, harmonious concord, in doctrine and life is hard. Thank God 
we live by grace and not by intellect or our own good will. 

The Rev. David Petersen is senior pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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   On a clear summer morning, under an azure sky and prickly hot sun, I watch our six children splash at the swimming pool. 
   How innocently joyful they are. My two oldest sons tackle the monkey bars over floating lily pads, drift along the current-
driven lazy river, clamber up the climbing wall to hurl themselves into deep water, almost instinctively remembering how to 
paddle and float. My fearless daughter scales the tower again and again to slip down the long, twisting chute. My little sons 
wade hesitantly, and then with more confidence, under the raining water of the splash pad and shallow play area. The baby 
turns her head under her sun hat, trying to see the sources of shouting and showers. Outside of our normal, hurried lives, I’m 
reminded how priceless each child is, how quickly they’re growing up — and away. 
   At the same time, I see their fallibility. Like many parents, I am all too aware of how constant water safety vigilance should 
be. One false step, one trip or glide into slightly deeper water, and my children could disappear, silently submerging, in an in-
stant their thrills turned to deadly struggling. Despite the presence of sunglasses-clad lifeguards, all holding their bright red res-
cue buoys and constantly scanning the water, I can’t stop counting my dear ones, searching for the older ones’ gleaming heads 
amidst others and staying an arms’ length away from the tottering, gleeful younger ones. I simultaneously rejoice in their simple 
delight and fight my fears of their drowning, of their deaths. 
   Christians experience this contrast of fear and delight, of death and life, too, in the sacrament of Baptism. Without Christ, we 
face death, an abyss of suffocating darkness and torment. Yet we have hope in a Baptism that is both a bathing and a burial. 
Water by itself, of course, confers no such awesome work. The word of God in and with the water makes Baptism, a washing 
in the name of the triune God (Matthew 28:19). In this simple act, baptism bestows awesome benefits: “It works forgiveness of 
sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God 
declare” (Small Catechism).    

   A happy, terrible act is Baptism 
— a rebirth of life and, at the same 
time, a drowning and death. We 
see this contrast in Romans: “We 
were buried therefore with [Christ] 
by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, we too might walk in new-
ness of life” (6:3-4). In baptism, 
we watch our children drown — 
and at the same time, receive new 
life. 
   I will always struggle with worry 
as I watch my children venture 
into deeper water, both physical 
and spiritual. I also pray that God 
might constantly reassure me, and 
them, of his unfailing mercy. For 
my children will die someday. But 
they’ve already drowned — and 
been rescued by God, who shed 
his blood for them (Romans 5:9) 
and who gave them his name in 
their baptisms. I cling to his prom-
ises, like a desperate swimmer 
clinging to a buoy, that “he who 
began a good work in [them] will 
bring it to completion at the day of 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). 

Emily Olson is a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Casper, Wyoming. 
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Opening Prayer offered by elder David Carter. 

Attendance: A Sign in Sheet is circulating the room for all to sign. 

Agenda: A supported motion was approved with the addition of Picture Directory to New Business. 

Minutes June 11, 2017: Motion made, supported, carried to approve the Voters Assembly minutes. 

Finance Report: move to item 9: Planning & Goals 

Board of Elders Report: Elder Bob Dingman made a motion to release from St Matthew’s membership: Quinn, 

Sloane, Merrick Bodenheim and Mike, Cyndi, Cameron Hardy. The motion was supported, and carried with one 

opposed. 

Child Care Advisory Council Report: Lynn Ruhl reports Amber VanHall has been hired as Interim Director.  Ac-

tively searching for a permanent director for our Childcare/Preschool program. Christian Education is integrated 

into the 3 & 4 year olds curriculum with a program titled “One With Christ”.   

Annual Calendar: Bylaws identify this as the Ministerial Plan. Committees and Boards are updating their entries and 

the calendar of events for 2017-18 will be in the member’s mailboxes during October. 

Pictures: Elder David Carter announced appointment sign-up sheets will be available Sunday, September 24. Photos 

will be taken October 16 & 17 at 10 minute intervals. Members unable to attend the photo-shoot may be able to 

submit a photograph based on number of photos actually taken.  

Planning & Goals & Finance discussion: Connecting the things we do to our beliefs and values: Serve the commu-

nity, Advance the Reign of God, Involve People of all ages, Love One Another.  Draft for congregational review 

for suggestions, questions, comments. Each goal will be the responsibility of a board or committee for action 

steps to realize the success of the goals; and to identify that whatever we do is actually what we believe.  In con-

junction with the goals is the budget and stewardship revision. A suggestion: to form an Ad-Hoc committee of 

people with financial backgrounds to identify our assets and liabilities and perhaps establish a Line of Credit 

(LOC) for cash flow shortages. 

Adjournment with prayer at 11:55am. 

 

Patricia K Shaw, Secretary 



 
The apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 1:16:  

“I do not cease to gIve thanks for you,   

rememberIng you In my prayers….”  

     This monthly feature is a place where the people of St. Matthew can say “thank you.” Please submit your thanksgivings to the 
Church Office before The Beacon deadline for inclusion in the next issue. 

To Jennifer Ames for her assistance at the rehearsal dinner for a recent wedding 
 
To Bob Dingman for his help with the Charity of the Month 
 
To Kitty Maxwell for her faithful leadership in prayer 
 
To Patti Boice for leading a game at Fall Fest 
 
To Brad Klein and John Wilterdink for their work with the lawn 
 
To Don Wohlin for taking pictures at Fall Fest 
 
To Bethany Goers, Liz Porter, Jessica Thiesen, and Dave and Pat Wiesenauer for her extra help at Fall 
Fest set up 
 
To David Carter for his leadership with the new pictorial directory 
 
To Rich and Mary Ann Weise for dropping off some vegetables from their harvest 

October Birthdays 

10/2    Roger Vigland 

10/5    Dave Wiesenauer 

10/7    Amelia Thalhammer 

10/9    Dick Munch 

10/10  Dayton Holmes 

10/12  John Bolger 

10/14  Kitty Maxwell 

10/17  Della Haakana 

10/18  Lori Grover 

10/19  Kris Thibault 

10/20  Barb Duff 

10/20  Bethany Goers 

10/20  Brian Miller 

10/20  Patricia Shaw 

10/24  George Thibault 

October Anniversaries 

10/1   Lynn & Arlene Fechner  

10/6   Pastor & Bethany Goers 

10/6   Donald & Gaye Wohlin  

10/7   Bill & Patti Boice  

10/15 Dave & Barb Klug 

10/15 Art & Debbie Gustafson 

10/19 Brian & Linda Beimers 

10/27 Doug & Lori Grover  

Wedding of Jessica Klein and Cameron Minarovic on September 16 

Mike, Cyndi, and Cameron Hardy and Quinn, Sloane, Merrick Bodenheim 
(Released from membership on September 17) 
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Opening prayer & devotions lead by Pastor Michael Goers  

Chairman Tom Hicks called the meeting to order at 7:10pm.  New representatives to council as well as all members are 

encouraged to submit email addresses to Tom and Kristen Collier. 

Agenda was approved with the addition of Donation: Gas stove under New Business.  

Minutes of the August 1, 2017 were approved as presented. 

Financial Report: Treasurer Marlene Holmes reported on the financial status of the congregation. Contributions are lower 

than what was budgeted. The “Bridge Loan” balance is $65,852 down from $135,000.  Interest on this loan is $219.00 a 

month.   A supported motion was passed unanimously to accept the financial report as presented. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Footsteps Program staffing update: Lynn Ruhl reports an Interim director has been hired. All the lead teachers are in 

place.  Enrollment is up, but keeping close watch on cost effectiveness.  The Advisory Council members will be at-

tending the staff meeting on September 7th to introduce their selves and to let staff know the congregation is together 

with them in this pre-school program.  

Proposed Bylaw addition: Under Article VI BOARDS COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES insert the letter M. 

Child Care Advisory Council. Language to identify the role of the Advisory Council in regards to the childcare pro-

gram to further the communication between the congregation and childcare staff. Provide minutes and a monthly 

balance sheet to church council.  Childcare/preschool woven in as a mission of the church. 

Parish Ministry Plan: A work in progress  

Proposed Goals:  Language change to Goal #1 Advance the Reign of God. October’s meeting will finalize wording of 

goals as presented with input from the Voter’s Assembly meeting on September 17. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Internal Audit: Chairman will be contacting individuals with a financial background to form a committee to initiate an 

audit. 

Budget review:  to be on October’s agenda and to isolate line items and fixed costs and to identify savings. 

Voter’s Assembly meeting: Pastor Goers to prepare agenda; Chairman Hicks will share goals; Preschool update; Pre-

sent the annual calendar as a work in progress and will be delivered to the mailboxes when completed. 

Six month focus: Plan for the 50th anniversary of congregation in 2019.  Going forward in 2018 following the 500 year 

anniversary of Reformation.  “Here we Stand” is connected with the Michigan District’s emphasis. 

Charity of the month: Hurricane relief thru LC-MS. 

Donation: Gas range will be donated if regulations permit installation due to preschool requirements.  

Comments: Readership of Beacon?  65%  Opens  “Weekly” email as reported by Mail Chimp survey. 

 

Patricia K. Shaw 
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Traditionally, in St. Andrew's parish in Novosibirsk, Siberia, the people start the new year in Sunday School with small festival. 
Kids and adults play, answer the Bible quiz, have fun and finish by drinking tea with cakes or pies. In 2009, some members of 
St. Matthew visited this church. 
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