
 

 
 

March, 2020 Newsletter 
 
 
 
The Season of Lent will soon be 
upon us, with Ash Wednesday on 
February 25.  MUSIC AT ST. 
MATTHEW will be presented on 
Sunday, March 8 at 4 p.m.  The 
program of organ music will begin 
with the contemplative and 
reflective music of Lent and move on 
to the triumphant and glorious music 
of Easter.  Mark your calendars now 
and invite your friends. 
 
 

Midweek Lenten Services: Pastor William Cate will be conducting all the Midweek Lenten services as well as 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. He’ll be preaching a series called, “It’s All about (Jesus, Peter, and Me)” as 
follows: 

February 26, Ash Wednesday  “It’s All about Pride”    Matthew 26:30-35 

March 4    “It’s All about Complacency”   Matthew 26:36-46 

March 11    “It’s All about Misunderstanding”  John 18:1-11 

March 18    “It’s All about Distant Discipleship”  Matthew 26:57-58 

March 25    “It’s All about the Company You Keep” John 18:18 

April 1     “It’s All about Denial”    Luke 22:54-62 

April 9, Maundy Thursday  “It’s All about Cleansing”   John 13:1-15 

April 10,Good Friday   “It’s All about Death”    Acts 2:22-24, 37-38 

Easter Lily order forms available in March. They will be due the last Sunday of March (the 29th). As with the 

poinsettia's, due to the staff shortage, to help facilitate office processes during Lent, please: 

1. ORDER ASAP.  

2. Let the church office know if your DEDICATION is the same as last year. 

------------------------------- 
 
We still need your help for Sunday School. Stories and crafts are prepared for you. Sign up to volunteer on the sign-
up sheet located on the welcome desk. Have questions? Ask a member of the Board of Christian Growth (Sheri 
Boon, Chelsea Bender, Jackie Melamed, Charli Jeltema, or Lori Grover.) 
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From the Ladies Book Club: Anyone who would like to join us certainly may, even if they have read none of or 

only part of the book. We do meet at 6:00 each month. March 17 will be The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff. April 

21 will be The Guardians by John Grisham. 

Greetings,  
It has been an eventful first half of the school year. We have made great additions to our Toddler playground with a 
new play structure and surface. We raised over $800.00 in our Fall fundraiser to purchase toys for our playground. 
We donated gifts to children in need overseas for the Holiday season. Our preschoolers put on an incredible 
Christmas Program, and most importantly we have welcomed several new families into our St. Matthew Christian 
Child Care Center. We are truly blessed.  
As we roll into the second half of the school year we are anticipating many fun activities and events:  
One thing that we will be celebrating is March reading month. We welcome any members from the congregation 
that would like to come in during preschool hours and participate in our Mystery Reader program. The children and 
readers have enjoyed this in the past and we would like to continue this great literacy activity, this allows for 
members and the child care children to interact and create connections.  
If you would like to be a Mystery Reader please contact Misty in the preschool office, either via email 
director.footsteps@gmail.com, or call at (616) 846-4019.  
Our Preschool registration for Fall 2020 is now open:  
We have both 3 and 4 year old preschool programs.  If you are interested, or know someone who is, please direct 
them to the preschool office. Thank you for all your continued support. 
In Christ, 
Misty Maniwczak 
Program Director 
St. Matthew Christian Child Care with Footsteps Preschool 
 
Prison Ministry: Bill Hendrick is collecting unused cards (Christmas cards, birthday cards, Easter cards, etc.) for Prisoner Art 
Work at the Brooks Correctional Facility.  
 

mailto:director.footsteps@gmail.com
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Greeting Cards for the prison ministry: New greeting cards are needed for Chaplains in the local prison ministry.  The cards are 
given to prisoners for their personal use.  A basket is available on the 7 Baskets Outreach Kiosk for your donations. Thank you 
for your help. 

 

FROM THE MARCH LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
NEWSLETTER: The Democratic Presidential debate in 
New Hampshire had several of the leading 
Democratic presidential candidates reaffirm that if 
elected, they would put forward only Supreme Court 
nominees who supported Roe v. Wade, the 1973 
Supreme Court decision establishing a woman’s right 
to abortion. 

Bernie Sanders stated in his answer to the question 
of what the litmus test for the candidates on the 
debate stage should be as:  “I will never nominate 
any person to the Supreme Court or the federal 

courts in general who is not 100 percent pro-Roe v. Wade.  Number two, we have to codify Roe v. Wade into 
legislation.”  He also added, “We need to support Planned Parenthood.” 
 
Dr. Jean Garton, one of the founders of Lutherans For Life, wrote this article one month before she passed away in 
December 2016: 
 
How can you be pro-life but not vote pro-life? 
By Jean Garton  
 
Columnists and late-night comedians are having a field day with the way political candidates bob and weave on 
issues. A popular cartoon strip even featured one candidate in the shape of a waffle. 

Yet many Americans themselves are inconsistent and “waffle” on issues.  Some of them, for instance, who hold a 
pro-life view, repeatedly vote against that conviction.  

When asked why the dichotomy between who they say they are and how they vote, they give a variety of 
reasons. “Out of party loyalty,” say some or because they agree with a pro-choice candidate on other issues. “I don’t 
believe in being a single-issue voter,” state many. 

Sorry, but that won’t pass the “smell” test, and it’s no excuse for having misplaced priorities. Certainly abortion is 
just one issue, but it is a fundamental issue, an essential issue, a life and death issue.   

Would we vote for someone who is “good” on issues like crime but who also condones child abuse? Isn’t that what 
abortion is –the first and worst abuse any child can suffer at the hands of an adult. 

Would we vote for someone who is “good” on issues like job creation but who also affirms the “job” of being an 
abortionist? How pro-life is that? 

A current TV commercial includes pictures with captions that read: “If you say you’re a cook, but don’t cook, you’re 
not a cook.” “If you say you’re a fire-fighter, but don’t fight fires, you’re not a fire-fighter.” “If you say you’re a 
coach, but don’t coach, then you’re not a coach.”  

What if the next photo featured a line of people holding pro-life signs, but the caption says: “If you say you’re pro-
life, but don’t vote pro-life, you’re not pro-life.” Is it even possible to be pro-life in name only? 
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Candidates who are pro-life have a respect and compassion for the most defenseless in our midst. Whatever other 
political and social issues they might embrace, they have the reasoning ability to cut through deceptive rhetoric that 
hides what abortion is and does. 

Pro-life candidates at all levels are concerned with the future rather than with a quick fix to difficult problems. They 
are willing to stand for what is right rather than for what is politically expedient or politically correct.  

How can a candidate who condones the violent, painful destruction of helpless unborn children be trusted to 
protect our rights and interests when it comes to other issues?   

“I’m pro-life, but I’m not a single issue voter?” That just doesn’t pass the “smell test.” It doesn’t even pass the 
“straight-face” test. 

 

Prayer list:  

Our shut-ins Wilma Barnosky and Donna LeMieu 

Glenda – Marian cousin – For healing, comfort and peace. 

Marlene Holmes  (daughter - Lisa)  Healing 

John and Carol Bolger - Healing 

Jerry Faubel -  Healing 

Doug Grover for Healing 

Dick Munch - Healing 

Kathy Munch (brother) Healing 

Wilma-(Lori Grover mother) for Healing 

Kathy Munch for Healing 

Marjorie Dingman - Control of pain 

For Arlene Fechner and family for comfort as they mourn the death of Lynn. 

For care givers. 

For the Pastor you have selected for St. Matthew. 

Pastor Haller & wife Hanna as they serve their church. 

Pastor Goers and family as they serve Trinity in Traverse City. 

Pastor Jung and Wife as they start serving our Lord in Pontiac. 

For St. Matthew, our Call Committee, all Our Volunteers, and our Footsteps Preschool and all our family and friends. 
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For our country. 


