
 



 

 

Early Lights 

Today, we remember how it all started back in 2006. Rev. Phillip Baerwolf served as Circuit Visitor in the Holland Circuit at 
that time and ordained and installed Pastor Goers. Here he (below, right) is pictured with Rev. Dieter Haupt, former pastor at 
St. John's Lutheran Church in Grand Haven. 

Cover photo by Don Wohlin. 

This Special Commemorative Issue celebrates Pastor Goers' 13 years of serving the LORD Jesus Christ at St. Matthew Lutheran Church. 

SECRETARY’S NOTE: I chose Superman colors for the cover to show that all true pastors are heroes in Jesus’ eyes, and the big, bold  
                                       Broadway font in red for the interior titles to express the excitement and adventure of being called to a larger city. 



 

A new choir director joins St. Matthew in 2007, as Bethany Ketcher marries Pastor Goers on October 6, 2007. With the 
help of many singers and Joanne Jansen, accompanist, Bethany eventually leads St. Matthew to incorporating two choirs: the 
Gloria Dei Choir and Hosanna Children's Choir. 



 

The three women of God pictured below passed away in 2008. "It was an honor to serve at the Christian funerals of the St. Mat-
thew saints over the years," said Pastor Goers. "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." (Revelation 14:13) 
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Fran & Elmer Scholz 

In 2009, Pastor Goers joined four other St. Matthew mem-
bers in traveling to Siberia to visit the mission work of the 
Siberian Lutherans. Here, Pastor Goers is with Bishop 
Vsevolod Lytkin (left) of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and Dmitri Dotsenko (right), former pastor of St. 
Matthew's sister congregation in Novokuznetsk. 



 

Pa

In 2010, Braden joined sister, 
Eden, and the rest of the 
saints at St. Matthew.  

"We so appreciate St. Mat-
thew's love and concern for 
our children over the years. 
They will have good memo-
ries of Spring Lake and St. 
Matthew," said Pastor Goers.  

Asher is born shortly after the conclusion of a St. 
Matthew Voters Assembly.  The birth pangs for 
Bethany made the meeting a bit more interesting! 



 

Photos by Don Wohlin. 



 

Page 7 
Leading Light 

Ladies’ Book Club 

June 18 Book Club is at Glenda Eshleman's house. The book is As 
Bright as Heaven, by Susan Meisner.  July 16 will possibly be at a park 
so we can enjoy some wonderful Michigan weather. The book will be 
Becoming Mrs. Lewis, by Patti Henry.  

Rev. Vitali Gavrilov's travel to Angarsk and Buryatia: 
Rev. Vitali Gavrilov, who is responsible for the parishes in Angarsk and Buryatia, made another trip there. He travels there 
regularly to hear private confessions, to serve the Eucharist, to teach the Catechism and to visit sick parishioners. 

There are not enough priests in our Church, and therefore some priests have to travel to parishes that are sometimes quite 
distant. But we live in Siberia and got used to such distances. Come to us in Siberia and we will travel together! 

In Angarsk, during the liturgy Fr. Vitali conducted the confirmation, and then continued his travel to Buryatia. 

 



 


