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 Illuminate 

Witness Through Participation 
by Pastor Michael Goers 

During the state funeral for former president George H. W. Bush at Washington National Cathedral, people noticed 
those attendees who were participating in the service and those who were not. One part of the service that stood out for 
some was the recitation of the Apostles’ Creed. President Trump and first lady Melania Trump stayed silent as other leaders 
said the words of that creed. 

Various valid opinions (both “for” and “against”) have been offered regarding these actions of the Trumps at the state 
funeral, and you can read many of them online or in the newspapers. While there can be a wide-range of thoughts regarding 
issues at the intersection of church and state, the Holy Scriptures, on the other hand, present to us Christians a unified mes-
sage in regards to the importance of our worship participation. Participation in worship for the people of God: it matters! 

The Scriptures direct us to the importance of all the Lord’s people speaking His praises, singing aloud the glories to God, 
and exhibiting a proper demeanor before our Lord in worship. In regards to saying something in worship, we hear in 1 
Chronicles, “Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!” (16:8). In regards to participa-
tion in song, we hear again in 1 Chronicles, “Sing to the LORD, all the earth! (16:23a). During the time of the early church, the 
apostle Paul encourages the people to “[address] one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with your heart…” (Ephesians 5:19). In regards to a proper demeanor in worship, the Scriptures say, “…let us offer to God ac-
ceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28-29). And, to be clear, the Scriptures seem to 
call for full participation from everybody. In all the Scriptures cited above, there are no exemptions granted. The directive is 
given in the psalms: “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!” (Psalm 150:6). If you are breathing, you are called to full par-
ticipation in worship. 

How often, however, do we gather for worship as the church of God and give little effort in speaking and singing. Our 
demeanor in worship may look little different than when we are talking to somebody in the grocery store. If we do not partici-
pate completely, we might just go up to a next level, one that is not much better, and mumble through the lines of speaking 
and singing. As these behaviors become the habit, “monotone and quiet” become the norm for the worship sanctuary rather 
than “robust and loud.” Our worship, at times, does not reflect the worship described in Holy Scripture 

This lack of participation is significant. Our lack of participation hinders the church’s witness to the community. At St. 
Matthew recently, we have endeavored to increase our witnessing efforts through the Every One His Witness materials pre-
sented in gatherings on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. Consider the witness given in worship. Would a newcomer walk 
into St. Matthew during worship and “declare that God is really among” us? (1 Corinthians 14:24-25) Participation in worship per-
haps is just as important as being friendly to someone you meet in the church parking lot.  

Surely in this fallen world we have our reasons for our weak participation in worship. Maybe we do not always feel well 
(physically or emotionally) when we gather for worship. Perhaps you, like many in today’s culture, feel like singing is best left 
to the professionals. Maybe you do not like the hymns chosen for the day, so you offer a silent protest. Or, maybe you just do 
not feel like it on a certain Sunday—you are worn down from this world. Please know that you are always welcome in wor-
ship, even if you need to simply listen for a day and not participate much. As the Lord Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

But, for those of you who are rested and ready for worship, your participation is appreciated! Feel free to use a voice that 
can be heard. You even have permission to use an “outside voice.”  Imagine if the “Thanks be to God” spoken on Christmas 
Eve was spoken in such a powerful way that it made an impression on the questioning teenager. Imagine if “Holy, holy, holy” 
was sung on Christmas Day in such a way that things started to shake in the sanctuary (as it did shake in the vision of Isaiah 
6). Imagine if our demeanors were so focused on worship that visitors would never want to leave the sanctuary as they think 
“God is really among” them (1 Corinthians 14:24-25). 

Yes, people have said St. Matthew is a good singing church. But we have a long way to go in reaching “full participation.” 
There is always room for improvement. Our witness will be strengthened to the community and all visitors as participation in 
worship increases. Perhaps the witness will even reach one person out there who is not yet saying the Apostles’ Creed.  One 
by one, let “every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11). 
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Early Lights 

 

Early Lights 
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Shining Ahead 

 

  “...though your sins 

are like scarlet, 

  they shall be 

as white as snow;”  
“And his appearance was like lightning, 

and His clothing as white as 

snow.” - Mt. 28:3  

“My heartfelt thanks to these members who assisted 
me with rides to church and doctors' appointments 
this past year:  
Don & Gay Wohlin,  
Marlene Hicks,  
Mary Fisher  
and Jan Tomhave.   
God bless you for your  
help to "one of the  
least of these."  
- Kitty Maxwell 
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  Ladies Book Club:  
The January book is  
What Was Mine, by Helen Kline 
Ross. Please join us for an 
evening of fun and fellowship!   
Thanks! - Lynn Ruhl 

Siberian Visitor: 

On Saturday, January 26, please join us for a luncheon at 

2pm to welcome Siberian Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin.  

On Sunday, January 27 the bishop will be speaking at the 

9:30am worship service. 
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St Matthew Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting  

OCTOBER 2, 2018 
 
Call to order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  Pastor Michael Goers led us in devotions and prayer. 
 
Attendance: Pastor Goers, Liz Porter, Mary Ann Weise, Marian Zupin, Lori Grover, Jennifer Ames, Pat Shaw, Bob Ding-
man, Tom Hicks, Bill Hendrick, Lynn Ruhl and Marlene Holmes. Also attending is Roger Vigland. 
 
Agenda Approval:  Additions to the agenda are: 1. New Business: Caring Church: Library; 50th Anniversary Celebration; 2. 
Old Business: Elders: Update on cross placement in Cedar Commons. A supported motion carried to accept the agenda 
with additions.  
 
50th Anniversary Celebration Info: the 1st worship service was held at Holmes Elementary Building in November 1969 and 
the original church structure on Rannes Rd was completed in 1972.  
 
Sep 4, 2018 Council minutes: A motion was made, supported, carried to accept the minutes as written. 
 
Financial Reports:  Checking account balance 9/28/18: $7,604.59; Savings Acc’t: $4,177.56; Organ Balance: $32,215.18 
(terminates in April 2019). Mission contributions are back on track.  Christian Child Care/Footsteps Preschool: August 31, 
2018 balance: $22,899.44. A motion was made, supported, carried to accept financial reports. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Insurance proposal: Lutheran Trust met with Bob Dingman, Lynn Ruhl, Roger Vigland, Tom Hicks, Marlene Holmes 
to review proposal. A supported motion carried to proceed with the package as presented by Lutheran Trust with a 
few minor adjustments to coverage increases. 

 
50th Anniversary Celebration Task force:  A supported motion was carried to establish a task force to develop plans 

for a yearlong celebration. 
 
Cross Update: A more appropriate location is above the elder’s table between the east sanctuary door and the double 

sanctuary doors. 
 
Caring Church Committee: Library: placed on hold.  
                

OLD BUSINESS: 
Consolidation of boards/committees: Reduced number of brds/committee from 12 to 7 which reduced the total 

number of persons comprising the brds/committee from 49 to 30. The congregation has approved the broad con-
cept of the bylaw changes.     
Prayer ministry was moved to Board of Elders. 
Consider name changes of the newly formed committees. 
Voters Assembly: October 21, 2018; a parallel study 1 week prior for council consideration..  
Election to boards/committees: allow people to continue or move. 
Consideration of the nominating/election timetable once the reorganization is completed and approved by congre-

gation. 
Congregational consideration of length of term service. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: A supported motion to adjourn carried at 8:33pm with prayer. 
 
Patricia K Shaw, Secretary 
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St Matthew Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting  

November 6, 2018 

Call to order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  Pastor Michael Goers led us in devotions with the reading of the 
Thanksgiving Proclamation written by President George Washington, to the people of the United States as requested by both 
Congressional Houses on October 3, 1789. We are reminded that Thanksgiving Day is “a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God”. 
 
Attendance: Pastor Goers, Mary Ann Weise, Marian Zupin, Lori Grover, Jennifer Ames, Pat Shaw, Bob Dingman, Tom 
Hicks, Bill Hendrick, and Marlene Holmes. 
 
Agenda Approval & Additions: Agenda approved by a supported motion with the following additions: 1. Advent Suppers 
and 2. Pictorial Directory.  
 
October 2, 2018 Council Minutes Approval: minutes approved by a supported motion. 
Financial Reports: Treasurer Marlene Holmes reports checking account balance at $912.89, Savings account balance at 
$4,227.88 and Organ Loan balance is $29, 935.18. A supported motion carried to accept the financial statement of October 
31, 2018. 
 
Old Business:  Pictorial Directory: Pastor Goers informed council at the next Elder’s meeting, time has come to get this 
completed and to move on. Voter’s Assembly voted to allow council to move forward with the bylaw changes to conform to 
the governance structure. A graph was devised to show what the combined boards/committees looked like with generalized 
responsibilities assigned to each entity: 
 
Boards   Numbers   General Responsibility 
Elders   at least 6 members  Pastor, Staff, Spiritual Life 
Trustees  at least 4 members  Facilities, Custodian 
Christian Growth at least 4 members  Teaching/Learning 
Childcare Ministries at least 4 members  Childcare/Preschool outreach 
 
Committees 
Congregational Life  at least 6 members  Fellowship and Support 
Christian Outreach at least 4 members  Community connections/charity 
Finance   at least 4 members  Stewardship, Budget, Endowment, 
       Weekly envelopes, Counters 
Next Step:  

Finalize specific tasks for each combined committees/boards that aligns with the core value. Open communication be-
tween committees to determine which task belongs with which group. 

Develop language to by-laws reflective of changes and job descriptions. 
January’s Voters Assembly: vote on approving by-law changes. 

 
New Business: 
50th Anniversary committee: Marian Zupin, Roger Vigland, Ryan Ackers, Pat Shaw, Sherry Boon and Deb Gustafson. 
Caring Church committee: Needs a host for Advent Supper: Dec 12 & 19. Elders & Fellowship volunteered. 
Budget Planning: The 2019 budget should look closely like the 2018 budget, now that we know the actual costs of maintain-
ing the expanded facility. Hopefully, the newly formed finance committee will have more targeted planning and strategies to 
consider. 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned with prayer at 8:33pm by a supported motion. 
 
- Pat 
  Patricia K Shaw, Council Secretary  
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Christmas Poinsettias are given to the glory of  God by: 
Grandchildren of Thelma Robbins: in memory of Thelma Robbins 

Hansen siblings: John, Deb, Dennis, Ron: in memory of Sue Nell Hansen 

Dick and Kathy Munch, and Rhonda: in memory of Bertha Munch 

Bob and Judy Bascom, in honor of God’s richest blessings 

Lynn and Arlene Fechner: in memory of our parents, Emil and Louise Fechner, and Leon and Stella Doerr, 

Roger Vigland: in memory of Dorothy Morelli, mother of Janet Vigland, Lucille Vigland Reynolds, mother of Roger, 

and Ginny Vigland, wife of Roger 

Jeff & Becky Eminger, in memory of siblings David Susannah and Elizabeth Winter 

Pat Shaw 

Douglas and Anna Craw: in memory of our parents, Kenneth and Eleanor Craw, and Fred and Eleanora Harder 

Marshall and Ruth Goers: in memory of our parents, Ernest and Inez Goers, and Ervin and Lorraine Steingraber 

Marian Zupin: in memory of Joseph Zupin (Leo’s brother), and Bill Milarch (Marian’s brother) 

Deb Gustafson: in memory of husband, Art Gustafson and in honor of Wilma Barnosky and Donna Lemieux 

Mary Fisher: in memory of husband, Jack 

Kitty Maxwell:  in memory of husband, James Maxwell and in honor of new great-grandson, Theodore James, born 

November 12. 

Anonymous: Blessings to Pastor Goers and family. 

Brian Beimers: In memory of Don & Gert Beimers 

Lynn Ruhl: In memory of my husband, Bill, and my mom, Elinor Christianson 

Kitty Maxwell: In memory of Thelma Robbins, Gert Beimers & Veloyce Hansen 

Mark & Jackie Shaw & family: In memory of Dennis Shaw (father of Mark Shaw), Judy Camp (mother of Jackie 

Shaw), Margaret Louise Hawley (grandmother of Jackie Shaw), and Anna Shaw (grandmother of Mark Shaw) 

David & Eileen Carter: In memory of our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Brinkman, and Mr. and Mrs. Bill Carter 

Janet Tomhave: In memory of Judy Lyles 

Bill & Patti Boice: In memory of our son, Steven Boice 

Don & Gaye Wohlin: In thankfulness for our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
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Optics 

A nice afternoon for St. Matthew's meal and hay ride 
at Willowfield Farm. Thank you to all who came, Mr. 
Fletemeyer, and the  
Elders for hosting. 
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St Matthew Lutheran Church 
VOTER’S ASSEMBLY MEETING 

OCTOBER 21, 2018 
 

Opening  Prayer: Led by Elder Bob Dingman. 
 
Attendance:  Sign in sheet is circulating the congregation for documentation of all members in attendance. 
 
Agenda: A supported motion approved the agenda without additional items. 
 
Approval July 1, 2018 Minutes: A motion was made, supported, carried to accept the July minutes as presented. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Welcome to our guests: Mr. & Mrs. Ashberger, Wisconsin & Marta McNergney, Child Care Director.  
“Everyone His Witness” a 6 week session continuing on Tuesday’s CBBS, Wednesday’s at 6:30pm. Reformation service: 
Wednesday, October 31, 5:00pm; Thanksgiving Eve Service: November 21, 1st Sunday in Advent: December 2. 
 
Finance Report: Checking Account balance $1,669.12; Savings Account: $4,177.69; Bridge loan balance: $30,885.18 after 
mortgage payment this month. Payroll & mortgage payment due total $8,412, with 2 contribution weeks left in month.  
 
Board of Elders Report:  A supported motion carried to release from membership: Arlene Kittell to St. John Lutheran 
Church – Greenville OH and transfer of membership: the Brinker family to Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church – Holland MI. 
  
Other Boards & Committee Reports: Tuesday October 23 5-8pm is Culver’s Share night benefitting the Organ Fund.  
 
Unfinished Business: 
 

Congregational Governance Structure: LCMS Michigan District Rep: Galen Walther met with Council to review possi-
ble changes in governance structure & consolidation of boards/committees now in practice in churches comparable to 
St Matthew.  He pointed out the present structure is outdated and if we want to encourage younger folks to participate 
we need to restructure to a “task based” governance. A supported motion passed to allow council to proceed with this 
concept and to develop appropriate bylaw language. 

 
New Business: 

Synodical Nominations: A motion was supported & carried to cast our ballot for the nominations as presented: President:  
Rev Matthew Harrison; 1st Vice President:  John Wille; Great Lakes Regional Vice President: John Wohlrabe Jr. 

Veterans Lunch: November 10, 2018  
Friend In Need Recipients: Hurricane Victims: Jim & Mary Kay Fletemeyer. 

      Adjournment: A supported motion carried to adjourn at 11:58am. 
 
Patricia K. Shaw, Secretary 
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Leading Light 

Advent in Siberia 
Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin served the liturgy on the First Sunday in Advent in the church of Saint Mary in Tomsk, together 
with Fr. Daniel Burlakov. 

That week, Fr. Daniel Burlakov celebrates his birthday, as well as anniversaries of his ordinations. He was ordained as a dea-
con in December 3, 1995. So he is in the ministry of the Church for 23 years. And he was ordained into the priesthood in 
December 8, 2001. Now he is a senior priest of the parishes of St. Mary in Tomsk and of St. Luke in Yurga (about 70 miles 
south from Tomsk). 



 


