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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant!
John Ortberg once wrote,
“ F e a r a n d g ro w t h g o
together like macaroni and
Special points of interest:
cheese. It’s a package deal.
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Our passage for this
morning could very well be
the inspiration for Ortberg's
thoughts because not only
are we into comfort, but we
are also no fans of risk as
well! Stepping out in faith is
sometimes scary and risky,
but it carries some
tremendous spiritual
rewards!
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Matthew 25:14-30 Again, it
will be like a man going on
a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his
wealth to them. 15 To one he
gave five bags of gold, to
another two bags, and to
another one bag, each
according to his
ability. Then he went on his
journey. 16 The man who had
received five bags of gold
went at once and put his
money to work and gained
five bags more. 17 So also,
the one with two bags of
gold gained two more. 18 But
the man who had received

one bag went off, dug a hole
in the ground and hid his
master’s money. 19 “After a
long time the master of
those servants returned and
settled accounts with
them. 20 The man who had
received five bags of gold
brought the other five.
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you
entrusted me with five bags
of gold. See, I have gained
five more.’ 21 “His master
replied, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a
few things; I will put you in
charge
of
many
things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!’
22
“The man with two bags
of gold also came. ‘Master,’
he said, ‘you entrusted me
with two bags of gold; see, I
have gained two more.’
23
“His master replied, ‘Well
done, good and faithful
servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I
will put you in charge of
many things. Come and
s h a r e y o u r m a s t e r ’s
happiness!’ 24 “Then the
man who had received one
bag of gold came. ‘Master,’
he said, ‘I knew that you are
a hard man, harvesting
where you have not sown
and gathering where you
have not scattered
seed. 25 So I was afraid and
went out and hid your gold
in the ground. See, here is
what belongs to you.’ 26 “His

m a s t e r re p l i e d , “ Yo u
wicked, lazy servant! So
you knew that I harvest
where I have not sown and
gather where I have not
scattered seed? 27 Well
then, you should have put
my money on deposit with
the bankers, so that when I
returned I would have
received it back with
interest. 28 So take the bag
of gold from him and give
it to the one who has ten
bags. 29 For whoever has
will be given more, and
they will have an
abundance. Whoever does
not have, even what they
have will be taken from
them. 30 And throw that
worthless servant outside,
into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”
The New Testament
records five significant
discourses of Jesus. The
most popular of these
discourses is known as
the Sermon on the
Mount. Matthew records
this discourse in the 5th
chapter of his gospel
account. Within this
discourse/sermon are found
all of the wonderful
blessings of the beatitudes,
like “Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be
comforted. 5 Blessed are
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“Thanksgiving” —- Crossword Puzzle
Beverage
60. Distant
63. * The Pilgrims (who were
the first to celebrate
Thanksgiving) crossed the
Atlantic Ocean from England
to New England on the what,
in 1620?
66. Continued to provide
69. Leguminous plant
70. Permits
71. Hue
72. Taste
73. Chuck's org.
74. State of Some Salads

31. Sinewy start to "tomy"
33. Sharply Sensitive
36. Money, slangily
37. Bird Beaks
38. An unruly dog may be
a what?
39. * Thanksgiving is a
time to help those who
may be ___
43. * One of the
Trimmings at
Thanksgiving
46. * President Washington
proclaimed the first
national Thanksgiving
Day of November 26th,
Down
1789. It grew in popularity
1. In memoriam: ___ jacet
when this President
2. In the past
revived the celebration of
3. * With the Wampanoag
the thankful day, in 1863.
people, the Pilgrim colonists
(See #29A for a Related
first celebrated Thanksgiving
Clue!)
here, in 1621
48. * Before digging into a
4. Sport played by Prince
Thanksgiving Meal, some
Across
35. After school student
Charles
will say a what?
36. * They are nutritious parts of 5. Fun toy
1. * ___ Thanksgiving Day!!!
50. Sick
Thanksgiving Dinners
6. Spring mo.
6. "Friend" in France
51. Dawber the Actress
38. He (Initials) co-starred with
7. * Heard at a Thanksgiving
9. Word meaning, for short
52. Conform
Suzanne Pleshette on his popular Dinner: "I'll just have white
12. Solid Shelter of Snow
53. * It's used to make the
self-named sitcom
___, please."
13. Sign on a door of a store
dressing of a
40. Hawke the Actor
8. * Friend or Relative in
14. Mature
Thanksgiving Salad
41. Barely get by
attendance of a
15. How a fox exists
55. Paddles
16. * Item seen on a dining room 42. Frances Fuller Flick: "Elmer Thanksgiving Dinner
59. Decorative pitcher
and ___" (1934)
9. Apply lightly
table at Thanksgiving
61. Makes a choice
44. The highest point: ___ plus
10. Self-centered person
19. Part of MTM
62. Hodgepodge
11. * Word with
21. * A man may choose to wear ultra
64. Wray of the Silver
45. Many people are allergic to it Thanksgiving
one to a formal Thanksgiving
Screen
47. Davis or Midler
13. S-shaped curved
Dinner
48. The 17th letter of the Hebrew 17. A petty officer in the U.S. 65. * Abbreviation on
22. School of thought
airport Flight Schedules
alphabet
Navy
23. Prefix that means
(Something of great
49. Suffix to "Personal"
18. Company symbols, for
"Mountain"
interest during the hectic
50. Published
short
25. Latin for "in the age of"
time of Thanksgiving!)
51. * Every year, one
20. Cheerleader's Cheer
27. * They are made by Family
67. Baby chicken in a shell
Thanksgiving Bird will receive a 23. Frequently
and Friends at Thanksgiving
68. "L.A. Law" (TV) name
29. * In 1941, Congress passed a Presidential ___, and then be sent 24. Line of travel
off to Kidwell Farm, a petting zoo 26. * Thanksgiving Treats
joint resolution decreeing that
at Frying Pan Park in Herndon,
28. Movie House passages
the legal holiday of
Virginia
30. * At Thanksgiving,
Thanksgiving be celebrated on
54.
Scale
Syllable
thanks is given to God, health
the ___ Thursday of November
56. Cook on a hot surface
and all the food that has been
32. Hawaiian guitar, for short
57.
Toothpaste
tube
letters
___
34. The thing named
58. * It chills a Thanksgiving
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November 2020 News and Announcements
Family Worship at Magnolia
First United Methodist
Church!

The time is Here!
Starting November 1, from
9:00am-9:30am. This familystyle worship service will be
in the gym (Peace Hall),
where families will sit
together at tables to ensure
social distancing. Coffee and
doughnuts will be available!
This contemporary style service will allow families of all
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their
neighbors while the nursery remains closed.

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This course
is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries.
(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all
adults.
(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization.
(4) Preaching - Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs:
Delivering an Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony
Franks.
(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to
reach!

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a
special treat for our families!
We look forward to seeing you all back in church on
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

Crossword Puzzle Solution “Thanksgiving!”

What else is happening in our District?
“Lay Servant Ministry” What is Lay Servant Ministry? To
me, Lay Servant Ministry is a powerful way to explore God’s
calling on your life and to be able to best use the gifts and
talents you have been blessed with! This can be a powerful
tool to make you the best Sunday school teacher, Bible Study
leader, or even explore your calling to pastoral ministry.
Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:
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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant!
the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” and so on...
These beatitudes have varying degrees of comfort and
assurance built into them.
Discourse 1 — This first discourse, the Sermon on the
Mount, was taught to the people by Jesus at the
beginning of His ministry. At that juncture in Jesus'
ministry, He was presenting His credentials as the
promised messiah. He showed them by miraculous
signs, amazing knowledge, and divine love. But the
religious leaders would have none of that. The religious
leaders were too interested in themselves and their
prestige to fall out of the limelight of popularity. As a
result, they blindly headed onto a murderous and selfdestructive course.
Discourse 5 — By the time we have arrived at the 24th
chapter of Matthew, the spiritual climate had radically
changed. The religious leaders had not only rejected
Jesus numerous times, but their evil intentions had
mounted to such a level that they wanted to have Jesus
murdered. As Matthew 24 opens, we find Jesus telling
his disciples that He would soon lose His life. Jesus also
told them about the destruction of the temple and His
second coming. It is right after this, where He begins
the Olivet Discourse.
Each of the parables in this discourse has to do with
personal accountability concerning the things of God.
These are things that God has left in the hands of His
followers. Jesus spoke these words to illustrate how he
would deal with them at his return on Judgment Day. If
you don't like that word, "accountability," then how
about the idea of Jesus reviewing how faithful we have
been with all that God has blessed us with to use to be a
blessing to others!
Let's take a few minutes to look a little closer at a very
straightforward parable and see what it might be saying
to you and me.
"Again, the kingdom of heaven of like a man traveling
into a far country." Jesus framed this parable so that
His hearers could understand. In those days, slaves
were entrusted with important responsibilities. Jesus
was using a very ordinary situation where the master of
the house would test and develop his slaves by giving
them an opportunity and some responsibilities to grow
and develop!

This particular man, who is also referred to as
the master of the house, must have had some
servants that he felt comfortable trusting with a large
portion of His finances. Now, when I say a large
portion of his finances, I'm not kidding. The
word "talent," which the NIV translates as "bag of
gold," was the largest currency unit in the ancient
world. One talent was equal to 6,000 denarii, and
one denarius was comparable to a workman's wage
for one day! So putting this into more
understandable terms, one talent was about the
equivalent of 16.4-years worth of wages for one of
these men! ( Two = 32.8 years and 5 = 82 years!)
Now that's a great deal of money! So to one of these
men, he gave five talents (bags of gold), to another
two, and yet another one bag. You might wonder
why they all had differing amounts. Jesus said the
amounts were given to each man, according to his
abilities, i.e., no one man was given more than he
could adequately handle!
The fellow who received five bags of gold
immediately went to work, putting them to good use.
The fellow with two bags of gold did likewise. They
were diligent, but the man with one bag of gold went
out immediately to dig a hole in the ground and bury
his master's money.
After a long and undefined period, the master of the
house returned and settled accounts with the men.
▪

The man with the five bags of gold gained
five more, and Jesus commended him by
saying, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master's
happiness!'

▪

The man with the two bags of gold gained
two more, and Jesus commended him by
saying, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master's
happiness!'

▪

Please note that both men were commended
similarly, and they were both put in charge
Continued on Page 5
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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant!
of more things!
The man entrusted with one bag of gold didn't bother to do anything positive with it; he didn't even bother to put
it in the bank where somebody could have drawn interest! He dug a hole in the ground and buried it! After
hearing this, the master said to him, "You wicked, lazy servant!"
I don't know about you, but I find this to be a very chilling story about how we will be dealt with at His second
coming.
Some things to remember:
▪
▪
▪
▪

Though this parable deals with money, I believe that it goes far beyond mere cash and deals with every
gift that God has given to us as individuals!
God will not ask you to do more than you can do!
But God does expect you to do something with everything He has given to you!
And please don’t compare yourself to anyone else, you are your measuring stick!

Before you casually sit back and say, "I'm a 0 talent man or woman..."
Let's take a moment to think of what God has blessed you with:
▪

For most of us, we have enough money to live on and even have some fun! Perhaps we could use
some of it to help another...

▪

We have the breath of life with which to communicate the Gospel to someone else! Perhaps we could
use some of our ability to share the Gospel with someone else.

▪

We have the intellect to read and study God's Word, pray, and share His love with others. Perhaps
we could also fall more deeply in love with God and His Word that we are transformed by it and begin to
love others as Christ loved us!

▪

Some even have some unique skills and talents that we can use for God's kingdom!
Examples: music, artistry, sewing, quilting, crochet, carpentry, and the list could go
on! Perhaps we could take some of these gifts and talents out of the closet and use them to bless
others and glorify God's holy name regularly!

Are you getting the idea of how easy this could be?
The 1 bag of gold fellow didn't step out and use what he had been given out of fear. Following Christ, doing
Kingdom work takes some risk. It means taking some chances, and not just hoarding the resources we have. All
of our resources are a gift. Everything we have should be for the Master's use. Even if we fail from time to time,
it is far better than hiding the light under a bushel basket and being bad stewards of the blessings He has given
us!
Let me share this related tidbit from history as we conclude this morning.
The story is told of a team of engineers who worked for Thomas Edison in his laboratory in Menlo Park, New
Jersey. For many months, they pursued a line of research that ultimately led them nowhere. What had started out
so promising turned out to be a blind alley. In fear and trembling, they went in to see the boss, to tell him of their
failure.
(continued on p. 8)
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Why the Resurrection Must Mean More
J.D. Walt November 19, 2020
John 20:1-7 (NIV) Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where
they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of
linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its
place, separate from the linen.
CONSIDER THIS — We miss the shocking surprise of the resurrection of Jesus because our hindsight will not
allow us to linger in the stunning sting of his death. I mean, just when you thought things could not get any
worse, they get worse.
We don’t commonly make this connection, but Easter actually began with more bad news. Mary Magdalene left
her home in the darkness of Sunday morning to meet the dawn of a new day of grief. She found the tomb, but
Jesus’ body was gone.
Where did we get the idea that Mary was going to the first Easter sunrise service? It never dawned on her (or
anyone else) that Jesus was alive. Clearly someone had stolen his body. The ultimate insult now followed the
ultimate injury.
For us, the resurrection of Jesus is like being in on the surprise of our surprise birthday party. It’s hard to be
surprised when you know it is going to happen. There’s just no way to un-know it.
On the other hand, we have all lived through or are living in situations that keep getting worse. I’m trying to ask
a question here I can hardly even understand. What if the resurrection of Jesus actually creates the possibility for
an alternate reality just on the other side of any hopeless situation? We think we are on the way to the grief of a
grave, but what if we are seeing the situation all wrong? What if the resurrection of Jesus doesn’t just defeat
death; what if it reverses it? In other words, where sin and death once ruled, love and life would now reign. It
would mean no situation or scenario would be too difficult for God—that nothing would be impossible.
The gospel must mean more than the indefinite extension of one’s life beyond one’s physical death. After all,
death is more than the event at the end of your life. Death is the pervasive force of darkness that, as the poet says,
sticks to everything.
In the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the power of the gospel has unleashed the reality of eternity from the future,
restoring it to the present into the lives of all who will not just believe and walk over the line but who will live
over the line—who won’t just be born again but who will grow up into this new life. This is the life Jesus came
to reveal and now lives to release into all creation.
THE PRAYER — Abba Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus, who has defeated death, not just the finality
of the event of death but the very principality of death. Enlarge our understanding of his resurrection that we
might not just hope for it but live into it. Come, Holy Spirit, and awaken us anew. We pray in Jesus’ name, amen.
THE QUESTIONS
1. How does the advantage of historical hindsight prove a disadvantage for us when approaching the tomb of
Jesus?
2. What do you think? Is the gospel more than the indefinite extension of life beyond the grave? If so, what?
3. What does it mean that death, beyond just the event of death, is defeated? In your own life?
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lectionary Texts for this Week
November 22, 2020

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Christ the King Sunday

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Ezkeliel 34:11–16, 20–24;
Psalm 100 (UMH 821);
Ephesians 1:15–23;
Matthew 25:31–46
Liturgical Color: White or Go
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well
as respect and reverence. White is used for all high
Holy Days and festival days of the Church Year,
especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter, as well
as for baptism, marriage, dedications, and in some
traditions for the ordination of ministers. In some
church traditions it is also used for funerals as a
symbol of the resurrection.

Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant! (Continued from p.5)
Edison surprised them all by congratulating them. True, they had come up with no useful invention, but they had
increased the scope of human knowledge. They had eliminated certain possibilities that would, in the future, allow
others to direct their own efforts more effectively. Most of all, they had fulfilled their assignment.
They had not buried their talent in the ground. They had risked much in a quest for great reward.
The problem with playing it safe is that, all too often, it means not playing at all.
The call goes out, in the church, for people to pitch in and help in some way, either financially, by exercising their
spiritual gifts, or by using their talents.
Too often the voice of caution in our heads wins out. “Not me,” it says. “I couldn't do that.” Or there's the other
popular variation: “Not now. Now is not the right time.”
Always, to these argument-stopping objections can be spoken two simple questions: “If not me, who?” and “If not
now, when?”
A

Truthfully, the person is you and the time is now!
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary

Be a Blessing to Someone!

