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Within the New Testament can be found 
several discourses of our Lord, Jesus the 
Christ. The final discourse is located 
in John, chapters 13-17. It is the longest of 
the discourses, and within it, Jesus talks 
about His love for us, how we are to live 
the Christian life, His provision for us in 
the present and the future, and our new 
relationship with Him by grace through 
faith. Our passage for this morning also 
contains the final “I AM” statement linking 
Jesus to the great “I AM” of Exodus 
3:14 uttered by God from the burning 
bush!   

John 15:1-8 “I am the true grapevine, and 
my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
every branch of mine that doesn’t produce 
fruit, and he prunes the branches that do 
bear fruit so they will produce even more. 
3 You have already been pruned and 
purified by the message I have given you. 
4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is 
severed from the vine, and you cannot be 
fruitful unless you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Those 
who remain in me, and I in them, will 
produce much fruit. For apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not 
remain in me is thrown away like a useless 
branch and withers. Such branches are 
gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if 
you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, you may ask for anything you want, 
and it will be granted! 8 When you produce 
much fruit, you are my true disciples. This 
brings great glory to my Father.” (New 
Living Translation — NLT)

Jesus and His disciples had just celebrated 
the Passover in the Upper Room with foot-
w a s h i n g a s a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f 
servanthood. This was not the joy-filled 
celebration they had experienced over the 
past three-plus years, but it was a time of 
worries for the unknown future that lay 

ahead of them. Despite the heaviness of 
the moment, Jesus gave them the 
commandment to love one another, to 
be obedient to His directions, His peace. 
This was a peace that they desperately 
needed! As chapter fourteen (14) ends, 
they leave the Upper room and walk to 
the Garden of Gethsemane.  

This is the prelude to our text for this 
morning.

Let’s drift back in time to imagine the 
walk to the garden. The anxiety and 
tensions of the hour must have been 
very high since Jesus had already given 
them His peace. He also told them not 
to worry about the troubling things they 
had already experienced and would 
soon be magnified greater than they 
ever imagined.

This passage of scripture is most 
commonly known as “The Vine and the 
Branches.” That might be so, but why 
would Jesus use the vine and the 
branches to illustrate His life and 
followers?

Vineyards were a common sight in 
Jesus’ day, and they are to this day as 
well. The vine symbolizes Israel as we 
might think of the Rising Sun as the 
symbol of Japan, a lion being the 
symbol of England, or the bald eagle as 
the United States symbol. 

Jesus never seemed to waste a teaching 
moment. It is possible that as Jesus and 
company were walking through the city, 
they passed by the massive bronze 
doors of Temple, which were embossed 
in gold with a larger-than-life image of 
a vine. As Jesus pointed this image out 
to his disciples, He referred to Himself 
as the true vine. Jesus was actually 
contrasting Himself with Israel, which 
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Across 

1. * Matriarch of the Kennedy 
family
5. Road substance
8. * According to Greek 
mythology, her abduction by 
Paris caused the Trojan War. 
She was married to Menelaus 
and later became a Mother to 
daughter Hermione and 
(possibly) a son named 
Pleisthenes.
13. Songstress Fitzgerald
14. Sixties Songstress
15. City in central New York
16. Bustling commotions
17. Inventory measurement
18. * Bamm-Bamm's Mother
19. * In the Bible, she was the 
Mother of Esau and Jacob
21. Montréal Canadien, for 
short
23. Greek Goddess of Dawn
24. Potential graduates, for 
short

25. Word on a Towel
26. Medical building, 
commonly
28. Canadian singer 
Bachman
29. * Ricky's Mom
33. Land measure
36. Duke Ellington song: "I 
___ Song Go Out of My 
Heart"
39. * Mama Cass had a 
crush on this Papa: ___ 
Doherty
40. Bull: prefix
41. * Planetary Mother
43. Cut back hedges
44. Heard in a Ritzy 
Restaurant: "Would you 
like your wine selection to 
be sweet ___?"
46. Yes! Yes! In Spain!
47. Jekyll's altar ego
48. * Last name of Gladys, 
the world's most famous 
rock 'n' roll Mother

50. Illuminated
52. 'At the age of', in 
Latin
53. ___-Pitch: Baseball 
pitch, variantly
54. Hoofed Herbivore
57. "Ice" in Germany
60. Member of Kiss
62. * Name shared by a 
religious Mother and a 
pop-star-turned-Mother
64. Roman Numerals for 
704
66. * Superstar Mother to 
Chastity and Elijah Blue
68. Frankenstein's 
sidekick
69. * Mother of Fairytales
70. Saintly
71. Currency in Italy
72. Go in
73. Choose
74. * Mother Eve's third 
son

Down 

1. * Brings up, like a 
Mother does
2. More advanced with 
age
3. Slovenly ones
4. Facilitate
5. Canned fishies
6. Cassius Clay
7. * Great-Grandmother 
of King David
8. * Mother in a Nursery 
Rhyme
9. Nice summer
10. Word seen on a diet 
food package
11. Outer: prefix
12. Parliamentary votes
14. * Legendary situation 
comedy Mom

20. It's a Latin dance, 
when doubled
22. Chicken King 
connecter
27. * Author of "Mother 
Courage and Her 
Children" (1941)
28. * Revered Mother
29. Head coverings
30. With thorough 
understanding
31. Barenaked Ladies 
song
32. Sort
33. On
34. Canadian painter: 
Emily ___ (b.1871 - 
d.1945)
35. Trick
37. Simple
38. Prefix to "cycle"
42. * Chelsea's Mom
45. * Married name of 
Beaver's Mother
49. And so on, briefly
51. Purplish-Red wound 
antiseptic prefix to "ine"
53. Process ore
54. Stones' Smash Song
55. Sty Sound
56. * Biblical Mother of 
Isaac
57. Rim
58. Image
59. Braveheart or 
Connery
61. Reverberate! 
Reverberate!
63. Olive and Corn, for 
example
65. Bay of Honshu
67. Rabbit's mode of 
transportatio



3 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

May 2021 News and Announcements 
Has your life somehow taken a 
turn for the worse? Do you feel 
like your dreams and aspirations 
have been crushed and gone 
forever? Does it feel like your 
life, as you desired it, is over?

If so, then you are not alone and 
not without a new hope!

This meme* showed up in a 
recent Reddit feed and I though 

it was great! I hope you get some inspiration from it also! This 
brief message might be for you or someone you love!

Some folks have felt this way for a long time and, as a result, 
have felt hopeless to the point of depression. By the way, you 
might be able to tell by looking at them, but it is real 
nonetheless.  Is it really true that there is no hope for a new and 
better day? In 2 Corinthians 5:17, we read, “This means that 
anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The 
old life is gone; a new life has begun!”

This “new life” is spiritual in its core even so, we can still be 
left with some emotional, spiritual, and physical baggage to 
tote along. Some folks can easily deal with these emotions, 
while others, through no fault of their own, simply cannot let 
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these burdens slip away like Calgon’s promise to take us away to 
wonderland! 

So, what can we do when the hopes, dreams, and desires that 
have motivated us are gone?

(1) We can stay gloomy and sad.  [Hint - not a good option. ask 
me how I know!]

(2) We can resign ourselves to our sad lot in life and trudge 
through life until we go home to glory.

(3) We can start over with new purpose and goals! But even if we 
start over, we do not do so from scratch!  We can start over with 
the wisdom, knowledge, and vast experience we have amassed 
through our faith in God and throughout our lives! 

My hope and prayer is that we all opt for the third choice!  

However, if you are feeling blue, depressed, and hopeless then 
talk to someone before the temporary blue feeling turns into 
something bigger. You always have a caring, listening, and non-
judgmental ear in our church

Blessings,  

Pastor Gary

* “Meme” (/miːm/ MEEM) — an idea, behavior, style, or usage 
that spreads from person to person within a culture Memes 
(discrete units of knowledge, gossip, jokes and so on) are to 
culture what genes are to life.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Happy Mother’s Day!”
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was supposed to be God’s fruit-bearing vineyard but had failed miserably in their mission.  

How did Israel fail? They were supposed to be fruitful by being a light to the gentiles, but instead, they bright 
forth rotten fruit not fitting their high calling!

The Prophet Isaiah gloomily writes, (Isaiah 5:1-7)

Let me sing for my loved one
    a love song for his vineyard.

My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it,

    cleared away its stones,
    planted it with excellent vines,

    built a tower inside it,
    and dug out a wine vat in it.

He expected it to grow good grapes—
    but it grew rotten grapes.

3 So now, you who live in Jerusalem, you people of Judah,
    judge between me and my vineyard:

4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
    that I haven’t done for it?

When I expected it to grow good grapes,
    why did it grow rotten grapes? 

5 Now let me tell you what I’m doing to my vineyard.
I’m removing its hedge,
    so it will be destroyed.

I’m breaking down its walls,
    so it will be trampled.
6 I’ll turn it into a ruin;

    it won’t be pruned or hoed,
    and thorns and thistles will grow up.

I will command the clouds not to rain on it.
7  The vineyard of the Lord of heavenly forces is the house of Israel,
    and the people of Judah are the plantings in which God delighted.

God expected justice, but there was bloodshed;
    righteousness, but there was a cry of distress! 

(Common English Bible)

Jeremiah writes in a similar tone, Jeremiah 2:21

You were a select vine when I planted you
    from completely reliable stock.

And look how you’ve turned out—
    a tangle of rancid growth, a poor excuse for a vine. 

(The Message)

God was expecting good grapes due to His love and care for Israel, and all He got was rotten grapes. Israel had 
become an unfruitful, unprofitable nation that would ultimately reject their Messiah. Why this terrible outcome? 
They did not stay connected to the vine.
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In verses 1-2 Jesus said, “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of 
mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 
3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.”

Some of this sounds pretty unpleasant in the natural sense. Cutting off the branches that don’t produce fruit is fine 
if we’re just talking about grapevines, but it doesn’t sound too pleasant if it’s happening to me! Some things just 
need to be cut out of our lives so that we do not stray off into sin and separation from God. In Hebrews 4:12, Paul 
writes, “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting 
between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.”

Here are some of the specifics to all of this cutting and pruning:

Cutting Off — In grape vines, the dead wood is cut away to prevent disease and ease the weight on the entire 
vine. You will see souvenirs from Israel made with olive wood but not grape wood since it is too soft to be used 
for such a purpose. Grape wood is good for nothing except to be burned. 

Pruning — But that pruning part doesn’t exactly sound great either! The Greek word translated as “prune” is the 
word katharizo, which means “to clean,” with the implication that God will cleanse you of those things that 
hamper your spiritual growth and fruitfulness so that you can truly become fruitful! Verse 3 reads, In verses 
1-2, Jesus said, “You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.”

What ways can God cut and prune? God can cut out the bad from our lives and prune us through His Word, His 
Spirit, and the many trials and experiences of life!

What kind of fruit might one produce? Well, we are called to be followers of Jesus, who “…make disciples of 
Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped to transform lives, communities and the world.” There are other fruit 
that we should be producing, Paul writes, “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23a

Jesus had already been producing much real fruit in His life. Not only that, but He promised the same and more 
for those who remain in Him! Jesus then brings the point home on an individual basis, “Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless 
you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will 
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:4-5

In a very practical way, Jesus applies the vine and the branches to the individual life of the believer. If you want to 
be fruitful in God's Kingdom, you must stay connected to the true vine. J. Vernon Magee humorously said, "I have 
a 72' x 123' foot ranch here in California on which grow four avocado trees, three orange trees, and one tangerine 
tree. I have never had to say to the branches that they should abide in the tree or they wouldn't have any fruit. I've 
never been up in the night to inspect them or come home unexpectedly and found them running around away from 
the tree." They just abide in the tree for nutrition, growth, and fruitfulness!

The true vine, Jesus, not only holds together all of creation by His power but gives you strength, life, and the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit to be fruitful.  (Colossians 1:17)

John 15:6-7 “Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such 
branches are gathered into a pile to be burned.  [Ouch!]7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!”
Once again, Jesus emphasizes our need to remain in Him, or else we will wither away and die!  At best, we will 
be unfruitful in our Christian walk. 

I'm pretty confident that this last clause has been used by prosperity gospel preachers regularly. But I don't believe 
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The Body and the Sacraments as a Means of Grace
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 9, 2021

Happy Mother’s Day!                   
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 10:44-48,                                           
Psalm 98 (UMH 818),                                       

1 John 5:1-6,                                                              
John 15:9-17 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

The Vine and the Branches
that Jesus was implying that we can ask for the riches of the world or the latest Ferrari, and we will get it. I believe 
that He meant that if we remain in Him, we will be more fruitful in His Kingdom and our lives. 

Verse 8 concludes our textual reading for this morning with a call to show whose disciples we are, “When you 
produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.”

Let me close by adding in the following few verses of John 15, “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. 
Remain in my love. 10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your 
joy will overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary 


