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As a forward to this Palm Sunday message. I did 
not preach this message even close to what you 
will read here. The Holy Spirit directed me on a 
somewhat different course, while still staying 
with the Triumphal Entry theme.  

Blessings, Pastor Gary

Mark 11:1-11 As Jesus and his disciples 
approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns 
of Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of 
Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. 2 "Go 
into that village over there," he told them. "As 
soon as you enter it, you will see a young donkey 
tied there that no one has ever ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks, 'What are 
you doing?' just say, 'The Lord needs it and will 
return it soon.'" 4 The two disciples left and 
found the colt standing in the street, tied outside 
the front door. 5 As they were untying it, some 
bystanders demanded, "What are you doing, 
untying that colt?" 6 They said what Jesus had 
told them to say, and they were permitted to take 
it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their garments over it, and he sat on it. 8 
Many in the crowd spread their garments on the 
road ahead of him, and others spread leafy 
branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Jesus was 
in the center of the procession, and the people 
all around him were shouting,

"Praise God!
    Blessings on the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord!
10 Blessings on the coming Kingdom of our 

ancestor David!
    Praise God in highest heaven!"

11 So Jesus came to Jerusalem and went into the 
Temple. After looking around carefully at 
everything, he left because it was late in the 
afternoon. Then he returned to Bethany with the 
twelve disciples.

A few years back, Melissa and I made the long 
and wearisome road trip to clean out my mom's 
house in New Jersey. Little did we realize that 
the exhausting road trip would seem like a piece 
of cake compared to the sorting and clean-up! 
As we looked through box after endless boxes of 
stuff, I was brought back to my childhood years 
growing up there and marveled at the limited 

choices we had in those days. In the 1960's, 
if you needed some new sneakers, you didn't 
have the multitude of options that we have 
today. The choices back then were plain and 
simple: your choices were high-tops or low-
tops, black or white? That was about it! If 
you were a guy and went shopping for a 
dress shirt, it was almost always a white shirt 
with your only options: long sleeve or short 
sleeve! But by 1973/74, the options began to 
open it for everyone for clothing and even 
food; Burger King introduced their oft-
repeated, "Have it your way" advertising 
jingle. Do you remember it? "Hold the 
pickles, hold the lettuce, special orders don't 
upset us all we ask is that you let us serve it 
your way! Have it your way! Have it your 
way! Have it your way at Burger King!"

Oh, and how right they were, we really do 
like and want things to be done, "Our way!" 
And if we don't get things our way, we will 
gripe, complain, and bellyache until the cows 
come home!

Th i s morn ing , we ce l eb ra t e Pa lm 
Sunday. Have you ever wondered why this 
Sunday is called Palm Sunday? Inquiring 
minds need to know! 

Palm Sunday takes its name from John's 
gospel account in chapter 12, where we read, 
12 The next day a great multitude that had 
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches 
of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and 
cried out:

"Hosanna!
'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord!'
The King of Israel!"

Although many spread out their garments on 
the road ahead of Jesus, others spread leafy 
branches they had cut in the fields. As such, 
this day is named for the palm leaves that are 
mentioned and not the garments spread on 
the ground. Perhaps then we could call it 
"Garment Sunday” instead of “Palm 
Sunday!" How about "Donkey Sunday"?
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Across 

1 * Symbols of Spring seen 
during EASTER and 
PASSOVER
5 * PASSOVER was a Spring 
Festival in pre-Mosaic times, but 
then became a celebration of the 
Exodus of the Israelites from 
here
10 Small indefinite amount
13 * EASTER and PASSOVER 
are 'Movable Feasts' (religious 
holidays which change dates 
from year to year) because they 
are based on the cycles of the 
what?
14 * Some churches of this origin 
are among those that celebrate 
#30D
15 Physical body
16 Italian "one"
17 Word With Way
18 Part of a play title by 
Shakespeare
19 Concerns of Chemists
20 * Ceremonial feast of 
PASSOVER
22 * This narrative of the Exodus 

is recited during #20A
24 Double Drumbeat
26 Gossip
27 Little Rock's locale on an 
env.
28 Part of a Milne book title
31 City of northwest Peru
35 * Item seen set on a feast 
table for EASTER or 
PASSOVER
38 Exactly: ___ even keel
39 Elizabeth or Eve
40 Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
42 * State of the Candles at 
#36D prior to illumination
43 American zoologist Fossey
44 * Triangular Candelabrums 
used during #36D
46 More cunning
48 Cartoonist Walker
49 Initials associated with the 
Theory of Relativity
50 Blocker or Carotene
52 Mr. Griffin
55 "Veni Creator ___": 
Liturgical Latin Hymn heard 
during Pentecost (Seventh 
Sunday after EASTER 
commemorating the descent 

of the Holy Ghost onto the 
Apostles)
59 * With #32D
62 * PASSOVER occurs 
during this month of the 
Jewish Calendar (var. sp.)
63 Locale of Yellowknife, 
for short
64 Stomach muscle, 
commonly
65 Type of Drama pioneered 
in Japan in 1383: ___ Drama
66 Bancroft or Brontë
67 Farewell remark
69 * It begins on #64D and 
ends at Midnight on Holy 
Saturday
70 Acquire
71 Aromatic Resin of the 
Bible
72 Lyric poems

Down 

1 They're flightless in 
Australia
2 Part of a Margaret Mitchell 
book title
3 * Christian 
Commemoration of the 
Crucifixion
4 Symbol for Tin
5 Self importance
6 It's often seen with Brit.
7 When tripled, it's part of a 
Beatles chorus
8 * Another name for 
PASSOVER
9 He (Initials) is the host of 
"Nightline" (TV)
10 * It plays a large role in 
EASTER and PASSOVER 
celebrations
11 Novel by Jane Austen
12 Cleanse with Cleanser
15 * At EASTER, this 
devotion represents the 14 
stages of Christ's journey to 
Calvary: ___ of the Cross
17 Charlton Heston backs 
this org.

19 Heard in a Dentist's 
Office: "I have ___ between 
my front teeth. Can you fix 
it, Doctor?"
21 Word with Niño
23 Luke 'n' Laura's Soap
25 It's seen on a sign on a 
hwy.
27 * EASTER Sunday: ___ 
23RD, 2000
29 It'll turn "Can" into 
Birchbark Boats
30 * Its date is based on the 
Julian Calendar: ___dox 
EASTER
32 * It is eaten throughout 
the Festival of 
PASSOVER (With #59A)
33 Salary increase
34 Social insect
36 * Ceremony of Candles 
during Holy Week (The 
week before EASTER)
37 Initials of the star of 
"Walker, Texas 
Ranger" (TV)
39 Newspaper promos
41 Suffix to "Ballad"
42 Ancient city of Sumer
45 24 hr. banker
47 Control a Colt
48 * The Thursday before 
EASTER
51 Her (Initials) latest 
album is called "Twenty 
Four Seven"
53 Type of Tide
54 He (Initials) starred in 
"Barefoot in the 
Park" (1967)
55 Hitch on a Hose
56 Coniferous tree
57 Veronica Lake flick: 
"___ it Romantic?" (1948)
58 Commotion
60 First-Rate
61 Tiny round marks
64 * Word With 
Wednesday
67 Morning indicator
68 Alternative indicator
69 ___ and Behold!
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April 2021 News and Announcements 
Easter is upon us and I must 
repeat the traditional words 
of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, “Christ is Risen!” 
To which you wou ld 
respond, “He is risen 
indeed!”

As I was growing up on the 
east coast, I have so many 
fond memories of the 
Easter Season. Yes, Easter 

Season! The Easter Season doesn’t just stop on Easter 
Sunday, but goes on until Pentecost! As a new 
believer many years ago, I didn’t know much about 
Easter. In case you didn’t know about the Easter 
Season, then here is some information to bolster your 
faith and knowledge!

The following is from an article entitled, “Why is the 
Easter Season 50 days long?” 

“Easter for Christians is not just one day - it's a 50-day 
period. The season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at 
sunset on the eve of Easter and ends on Pentecost, the 
day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the 
birth of the Church (see Acts 2).  

Easter season is more than just an extended 
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early 
church, Lent was a season for new converts to learn 
about the faith and prepare for baptism on Easter 
Sunday. The initial purpose of the 50-day Easter 
season was to continue the faith formation of these 
new Christians.

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice 
and experience what it means when we say Christ is 

Volume 3 Issue 15

risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms 
and how, through this sacrament, we are “incorporated 
into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As “Easter 
people,” we celebrate and ponder the birth of the 
Church and gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we 
are to live as faithful disciples of Christ.

Many churches use these weeks to teach the theology of 
the sacraments and help people discern their spiritual 
gifts and callings. Congregations may have a service 
of commissioning laypersons into ministry as part of 
their Pentecost celebration.

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry 
of United Methodist Communications.

Source: https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-
why-is-the-easter-season-50-days-long

Stay safe, love one another with the love of Christ and 
remember that you hvaae been blessed to be a blessing.  
So be one!

Blessings,   

Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Easter”
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Unfortunately, as one writer noted, donkeys have "a bad reputation," says archaeologist Fiona Marshall. "They're considered 
stupid, and stubborn and lowly." But this is unfair and inaccurate. Donkeys are "extremely intelligent," she says. "Whole trade 
routes were built on donkeys, and the wealth of ancient Egypt depended on them."

Let me share a couple of interesting, yet little know, facts about donkeys:

• You know why the donkey went to the bank, don't you? He needed to burro some money.

• Donkeys are even smart enough to celebrate holidays. Around Christmas, they send out Mule-tide greetings.

 • I've even heard there was a fictional donkey that inspired an entire book by Miguel de Cervantes! Surely, you've heard of 
Donkey Ho-Tay!

But on a slightly more serious note, Many years ago, traders went all the way from the Middle East to China, along with their 
donkeys. And in the Tang Dynasty, high-class women played a game like polo, in which players rode donkeys instead of 
horses. When one particular noblewoman died, she had donkeys sacrificed and buried with her to continue to ride them in the 
afterlife.

Stupid, stubborn, and lowly? That was not the reputation of donkeys in ancient China.

Okay, we'll stick with the traditional Palm Sunday even though palm leaves are only specifically mentioned in one of the four 
gospel accounts, and donkeys are mentioned in all four!

Let's relive our text for this morning…

It was the time of the Passover, and this was one of three mandatory feasts of Israel in which every able-bodied Jewish man 
was to attend. The three mandatory feasts to attend were the Passover, Shavuot [Pentecost], and Sukkot [The Feast of 
Tabernacles]. Jesus and His disciples had recently departed from Jericho and began the tiring and very stressful, 17-mile long 
journey to Jerusalem.  

Before arriving in Jerusalem, they stopped in Bethany and Bethphage. Bethphage was a small town located on the ridge of the 
Mount of Olives overlooking the Kidron Valley. When Melissa and I were in Israel, the view of Jerusalem from that location 
was breathtaking! Bethphage was, to use modern terms, a suburb of Jerusalem. It was at this time that Jesus told two of His 
disciples to go into a nearby town to secure a suitable means of transportation for Him to enter into Jerusalem. Whether the 
animals' arrangement was made ahead of time or the owner was a follower of Jesus is unknown, but what we do know is that 
two animals were given for Jesus' use.  

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, 
and set Him on them.

The colt was one that had not been ridden before, and it was, therefore, an appropriate animal to be used for such a sacred 
occasion. But since the colt had not been ridden before this time, the colt's mother also accompanied him to keep him calm 
amid the shouting crowds.

Why a donkey? That's a good question! This was done not only to be a sign to the crowds, but it was also in fulfillment 
of Zechariah's prophecy,

 5 "Tell the daughter of Zion,
'Behold, your King is coming to you,

Lowly, and sitting on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.'"

Indeed, this was a day to remember as Jesus approached the holy city, not only as the Messiah but as Zechariah prophesied as 
the King! That's why Jesus chose a lowly donkey rather than a chariot or war-horse, for this King was a man of peace, He was, 
and is, the Prince of Peace!
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As Jesus began His colt-powered trek down the Mount of Olives, across the Kidron Valley and up to Jerusalem, the crowds 
following him. They acknowledged Him with all of the regal splendor due to a king and spread their garments in front of him 
on the dusty roadway in a ceremonial "red carpet" style ala 2 Kings 9:13, the people perform a similar gesture just 
before Jehu is proclaimed King. They also gathered together palm branches which some waved while others spread them on the 
roadway as Jesus made His way to Jerusalem!

The crowds were partially composed of some of the Galileans who saw Jesus' many miracles in their hometown and perhaps 
others who had witnessed Jesus' raising of Lazarus from the dead! These crowds were bringing forth the customary praises that 
one could hear every year. 

You see, on each of the mandatory pilgrim feasts of the year, the Hallel or Praise Psalms would be recited. But this time, the 
crowds applied them to Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem! 

The words they shouted out that day were from Psalm 118:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!'

"Hosanna in the highest!"

So...as I read this passage, just a few thoughts stood out to me: 

1. Palm fronds — "The palm branch is a symbol of victory, triumph, peace, and eternal life originating in the ancient Near 
East and the Mediterranean world." Since only the Apostle John mentioned palm leaves, I got curious and decided to focus on 
the Greek text of his Gospel account. As I did so, I saw something I never noticed before. The word for "palm branches" is 
"baion ho Phoenix (βάϊον ὁ φοῖνιξ ).  That word phoenix ought to sound familiar. Although this is not the primary association, I 
cannot help but think of the mythological bird, which dies and is resurrected to new life as an analogy to Jesus' death, burial, 
and resurrection!

II. Hosanna — As the Palm fronds were waved and/or placed on the ground, the people chanted the messianic words 
from Psalm 118! The crowds chanted "Hosanna," which is from Hebrew and means "Save us, now!" ["Hosanna" is a Greek 
representation of the Hebrew hôšî‘â-nā', "Save us now,"]  Now, I can't say for sure, but I don't believe that everyone in that 
crowd desired to be saved from his or her sins; but rather, most of them wanted to be saved from the burden of Roman rulership 
and oppression. As important as that kind of salvation may have felt to the people, Jesus came to free them from a different sort 
of rulership and oppression. He came to save them from the slavery of sin, which leads to death!

For those of us here this morning who are not yet believers in Christ Jesus, trusting in Him for salvation is of the utmost 
importance! "Save me, Lord!" is a prayer, by grace through faith, which is always answered with a resounding "Yes" from God!
But what about the rest of us, who have been saved, what can it also mean?  Is there more that we need to be saved from? Or 
have we arrived? Besides the salvation that comes through faith in Jesus, I think one of the most important things that we can be 
saved from is. — Are you ready? Buckle your seatbelts! — We need to be saved from ourselves! Yes, saved from ourselves! 
I've said this before, and I believe it bears repeating!  We have been traveling through the Lenten Season, a time of deep 
introspection and soul-searching. If we've been honest with ourselves, some of what we have discovered ought to make us shout 
out, "Lord, save me from me!" 

So, if that's you, then you might be asking, "How should I pray that God would save me from me?  

How about these as possible prayers?

(1) Lord, save me from my past and give me a new future! 

(2) Lord, save me from my negative thoughts about mistakes I've made and the hurtful words of others, and let me go on to be 
all that you've called me to be in Christ! 

(3) Lord, save me from life's heartbreaks and give me a heart that can trust and love again! 

(4) Lord, Save me from my thoughts of inadequacy and remind me of who I am in Christ Jesus – for I am more than a 
Continued on Page 8
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By: Posted by MikeHeiser | Mar 31, 2018 | Biblical History, Fringe History & Archaeology, NakedBible | 

Short answer: Nope.

A bit more of an answer: Nope, and let’s stop the “Easter is pagan” madness.

For the longer answer, keep reading — both what follows and the article I’ve linked to.

I thought I had posted this last year, but I guess I had not. I want to share a scholarly article specifically on the earliest 
known occurrence that connects the term “Easter” with a goddess figure (Ostara / Eostre). It’s quite interesting:
Richard Sermon, “From Easter to Ostara: The Reinvention of a Pagan Goddess?” Time and Mind The Journal of 
Archaeology, Consciousness and Culture 1:3 (2008): 331-343

The article was posted on academia.edu, so it should be accessible via the link. 

Here is the abstract (emphasis mine):

In most European languages the Christian festival of the Resurrection has a name derived from the Hebrew word Pesach for 
the Jewish Passover, when Jesus was said to have been crucified. However, in English and German the festival goes by a 
very different name: Easter and Ostern. This was first explained in AD 725 by the Northumbrian monk Bede, who wrote 
that Easter takes its name from an Anglo-Saxon goddess called Eostre. In 1835, Jacob Grimm proposed that the German 
equivalent Ostern must have derived from the name of the same goddess, whose Germanic name he reconstructed as 
“Ostara.” More recently it has been suggested that Bede was only speculating about the origins of the festival name, 
although attempts by various German linguists to find alternative origins have so far proven unconvincing. Nevertheless, 
there may be a more direct route by which Ostern could have entered the German language. Much of Germany was 
converted to Christianity by Anglo-Saxon clerics such as St Boniface (ca. AD 673–754), who could have introduced the Old 
English name Eastron during the course of their missionary work. This would explain the first appearance of Ostarun in 
the Abrogans, a late eighth-century Old High German glossary, and does not require any complex linguistic arguments 
or the existence of a Germanic goddess Ostara.

I have to admit I don’t understand the consternation that occurs every year (mostly in Christian Middle Earth) about Easter. 
Folks, there’s nothing wrong with remembering the resurrection. You’re celebrating an event and its meaning, not a term. 
And, as the article notes well, the term would have meant something that wasn’t pagan to those in whose language it arose.

As we discussed at length on the Naked Bible podcast in relation to Christmas, the reason that people in antiquity cared 
about a date or used a term is often lost to history or usurped and made to serve a different cause than its origin intended. 
Fixating on a contemporary, unfavorable connotation of the term “Easter” (due to its regular flogging) is like fixating on the 
Crusades to justify anti-Christian ideas. Even if the term had some pagan association (again, see the article — that’s 
dubious), why should we care if the content of the celebration is biblical? How about some biblical illustrations …

1) Josh 18:28; Judges 9:10-11; 1 Chronicles 11:4-5 (“redeeming” a pagan site) – When David conquered the pagan capital 
of Jebus (the Jebusites were targeted for removal in the conquest) and renamed it Jerusalem did he sin? I don’t think so. 
Maybe we should start a movement intolerant of anachronisms. What a work for God that would be.

2) The reverse (not re-naming a pagan site) – an excerpt from that book I’m working on about biblical astral-theology:

In Joshua 19:49-50 we read of Joshua’s retirement: 49 When they had finished distributing the several territories of the land 
as inheritances, the people of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun. 50 By command of the Lord 
they gave him the city that he asked, Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. And he rebuilt the city and settled in it.

The point of interest is where Joshua retires—a city he requested—Timnath-seraḥ. After Joshua’s death he is buried in this 
city. The record of this burial in Josh 24:30 spells the city the same was as Josh 19:50. These are the only two verses in the 
Hebrew Bible that record this place name with this spelling. But in Judges 2:8-9 note the alternative spelling of the name: 
8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him within the 
boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-ḥeres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash.



7 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 3 Issue 15

Is Easter Named After a Pagan Goddess?
Here the city name is spelled Timnath-ḥeres. The consonants of the last element of the place name are the reverse of what we see 
in Joshua 19:50 (Timnath-seraḥ). Why should we care? Because the word ḥeres is another word for “sun” (as opposed to the 
more common shemesh). In Job 9:7 it is God who “commands the sun (ḥeres), while in Judg 14:18 Samson’s riddle lasted until 
the seventh day when the sun (ḥeres) went down. The name of the city Timnath-ḥeres literally means “portion of the sun.” Why 
would Joshua ask for a city that was apparently dedicated to the sun as his retirement inheritance?

3) The Angel of Yahweh didn’t give Samson’s parents a name for the promised child, nor did God change Samson’s name after 
his parents bestowed it:
From the same book as above:

The issue of sun worship crops up a bit later in the story of Samson (Hebrew: shimshon; šimšôn) The discerning reader might 
have seen that the consonants of Samson’s name (shimshon) are the same as the word for sun (shemesh). The added –on is what 
is known as a diminutive construction in Hebrew, a suffix that makes its noun “little” in terms of meaning. The name “Samson” 
literally means “little sun.” Block notes in this regard:

Although names were chosen for a variety of reasons in biblical times, it is not clear what we are to make of the name Samson. It 
consists of the Hebrew word for sun, šemeš, with the diminutive ending, -ôn, hence Šimšôn, “little sun” [“sunny-boy!”]. A 
variety of explanations for the name have been proposed. It is tempting to give the name a positive spin as a celebration of the 
ray of light the birth of this boy represented in the dark days of the judges. Some have suggested it was given in anticipation of 
his “sunlike” strength. A more common view links the name with the solar cult, which provides the background for the Samson 
narratives. Strong support for this interpretation is found in the fact that Samson’s name incorporates the same element as Beth-
Shemesh (lit. “house of Shemesh”), the name of an important town just a few miles from Zorah and Eshtaol down the Sorek 
Valley, once the focal point of sun worship. The interpretation of the Samson narratives as a whole as an adaptation of a solar 
myth seems forced, but it still seems best to find in the name a memory of the sun god, Shemesh. Theophoric names involving 
Shemesh / Shamash were common in the ancient Near East and are exemplified in the Old Testament by Shimshai in Ezra 4:8.
[1]

I would agree with Block’s caution about not reading too much into the story itself, but the sun elements are certainly not trivial. 
For sure Samson cannot be regarded as a shining example of orthodox Yahweh worship, and we know next to nothing about his 
parents, who gave the name to their son. At the very least it seems clear that by this time in Israel’s history some sort of cultic 
dedication to the sun had taken hold.

[1] Daniel Isaac Block, Judges, Ruth (vol. 6; The New American Commentary; Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
1999), 416–418. Block notes in a footnote found within this section: “According to Josh 19:41; 21:16, Ir/Beth Shemesh was 
allotted to the tribe of Dan. But Judg 1:34–36 reports the Danites were unable to conquer this territory. As noted at 1:35, the 
name סֶרֶח רַה , “Sun Mountain,” which occurs only there in the OT, may be associated with Beth-Shemesh (cf. 1 Sam 6:9–15; 1 
Kgs 4:9). Beth-Shemesh is identified with modern Tell er-Rumeilah, sixteen miles west of Jerusalem.

I could go on but the post doesn’t need to be long. Why wasn’t a place name like Beth-Shemesh ever condemned? Renamed? 
And these sorts of passages are the tip of the iceberg. The only rationale conclusion is that neither God nor the biblical writers 
cared about the terms. They cared about believing loyalty.

So, can we stop getting hung up on proper nouns like “Easter” and focus on the message? I suspect that in today’s Christian 
Middle Earth, this bickering is ultimately going to land in the Hebrew Roots neighborhood. But why don’t the Hebrew Roots 
folks adopt biblical names like Timnath-ḥeres and Beth-Shemesh (and plenty of others) for their fellowships? It’s likely because 
those are Hebrew “forbidden terms” and they don’t want people to know that.

Again, doctrinal meaning trumps proper nouns. If all you do this weekend when you’re talking to either Christians or non-
Christians is bring up your distaste for the name to let people know you’re deep because you’re into Hebrew stuff, or feel the 
need to telegraph to anyone listening that you avoid the term “Easter” because of its “pagan associations,” you’ve entirely 
missed the reason for the day.

He is risen no matter what you call the day (or not). That should be the subject of conversation. The Great Commission isn’t 
about purifying vocabulary. It’s about sharing the message of the cross and the resurrection.
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
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Resurrection Sunday!                   
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 10:34-43,                                          
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)             

1 Corinthians 15:1-11,                                          
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8               

Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well as 
respect and reverence. White is used for all high Holy Days 
and festival days of the Church Year, especially the 
seasons of Christmas and Easter, as well as for baptism, 
marriage, dedications, and in some traditions for the 
ordination of ministers. In some church traditions it is also 
used for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

Have it God’s Way!
conqueror! 

(5) Lord, save me from my past, present, and even future earthly rejection(s) and failures and remind me that I am of such great 
worth in your eyes that you gave your only begotten Son as a sacrifice for my sins, so I can spend eternity with you!

(6) Lord, Save me from the countless things that might be haunting me every day and free me for joyful service in your Kingdom!

Do you get the idea? Any of these would make great prayers, but only you know what your personal prayer should be!

In conclusion: Change can and will occur, but there is one vital change that can transform us from bitter, apathetic, discouraged 
people into people of faith and confidence in this ever-changing world that we live in.  It is the life-transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ. If He can change me, He can change anyone!

If you don't know Him this morning, that prayer of faith and trust is always answered with a resounding, "Yes!"  But do keep in 
mind, as Jesus entered Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago, Luke records that many people missed His visit and rejected Him, and He 
held them accountable! Luke 19:28-44

Please, don't be like them!

But if you do know Him, then seek to be transformed from glory to glory into the very image of Christ! 2 Corinthians 3:18

And always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


