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John 12:20-33 Some Greeks who had 
come to Jerusalem for the Passover 
celebration 21 paid a visit to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee. They said, 
“Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” 22 Philip told 
Andrew about it, and they went together to 
ask Jesus. 23 Jesus replied, “Now the time 
has come for the Son of Man to enter into 
his glory. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a 
kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and 
dies, it remains alone. But its death will 
produce many new kernels—a plentiful 
harvest of new lives. 25 Those who love 
their life in this world will lose it. Those 
who care nothing for their life in this world 
will keep it for eternity. 26 Anyone who 
wants to serve me must follow me, because 
my servants must be where I am. And the 
Father will honor anyone who serves me. 
27 “Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should 
I pray, ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
But this is the very reason I came! 
28 Father, bring glory to your name.”

Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, “I 
have already brought glory to my name, 
and I will do so again.” 29 When the crowd 
heard the voice, some thought it was 
thunder, while others declared an angel 
had spoken to him. 30 Then Jesus told them, 
“The voice was for your benefit, not mine. 
31 The time for judging this world has 
come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, 
will be cast out. 32 And when I am lifted up 
from the earth, I will draw everyone to 
myself.” 33 He said this to indicate how he 
was going to die.  (NLT)

As I was talking with Ken Williams and 
Ted Polk yesterday, we had the wonderful 
opportunity to reminisce about days gone 
by, days spent with family, friends, and 
other loved ones. I think I stay in a 
nostalgic mood these days. Whether it’s 
remembering my very first 45 rpm record, 
which featured the 1966 song, “Snoopy 

and the Red Baron” which, by the way, 
peaked at #2 on the Hot 100 charts 
during the week of December 31, 1966 
right behind the Monkees' "I'm a 
Believer” or the many special times 
with family and friends — I’m a 
nostalgia kind of person through and 
through. One portion of this morning’s 
passage brought to remembrance some 
neat little items from my youth that has 
stayed part of all of our lives to this 
very day!  “What’s that?” you ask. 
Those neat items are magnets!  I used to 
love to play with my little box of 100 
mini-magnets that my mom bought for 
me from the Spencer’s Gift Store, back 
when it was family friendly! I 
remember how they would, at times, be 
irresistibly drawn to one another due to 
magnetic attraction. While at other 
times they would repel each other like 
my other semi-famous remembrance, 
“Scottie Dog” magnets! Does anyone 
remember those things? They would 
come two to a box and if placed facing 
each other eye-to-eye, they would be 
drawn together.  If placed nose-to-tail, 
t h e y w o u l d 
r e p e l e a c h 
other!  One 
could almost 
b e s a i d t o 
chase the other 
one around! 

T h a t w a s s o m e p r e t t y c o o l 
entertainment back in the day, but what 
does this have to do with our text for 
this morning?  Glad you asked!

In verse 32 we read, “And when I am 
lifted up from the earth, I will draw 
everyone to myself.”

I thought about the dual aspects of 
magnetic attraction and repulsion and 
could not help but think about the 
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Across 
1. * What poems often do
6. * Narrative poem
10. Flavour Enhancing 
Letters ...flipped around?
13. * Poet who was born in 1788 
and died in 1824
14. Water squirter in the 
garden ...spelled backwards?
15. Autumn leaf dropper
16. Topic
17. Collection of facts
18. Party giver
19. Military Title, for short
21. * Official poet appointed to 
the Royal Household in Great 
Britain: Poet ___
23. * What a lot of poetry is 
about
26. Philosophy
28. * It's in Westminster Abbey 
in London, England: Poets' ___ 
(The tomb of #9D is among the 
ones resting in it)
29. "Island" in French
30. Not dry
31. Certain Shape, with the 
"gon" chopped off

32. * Mr. Eliot who wrote 
"Poems" (1920)
33. See eye to eye ...but 
backwards?
35. Ending to "Allig"
37. CEO's helper
39. * From a Famous Poem: 
"___ are Red. Violets are 
Blue." (Continued at #46A)
40. And not
41. * He wrote "Lamia, 
Isabella, The Eve of St. 
Agnes, and Other 
Poems" (1820)
44. Hesitant sound
45. * Pound the Poet
46. * "Sugar is Sweet. ___ are 
You."
47. State in the U.S.A.
49. Canned fish
51. Garfield, for one
53. Mr. Mineo
54. ".eveileb ___ s'tI" .A "?
regnis yrtnuoc suomaf 
eht ,wonk uoy ,wollef skoorB 
taht fo eman tsrif eht 
s'tahW" .Q
56. * Poetic contraction
57. * Lyric poet

58. * Roman poet who 
wrote this famous line: 
"What woman says to fond 
lover should be written in 
wind and running water."
60. Tom Parker, for one and 
for short
62. Awful ...but backwards?
63. King Atahualpa, for one
65. * Circa 1300, he began 
writing "The Divine 
Comedy"
69. Study a Book ...in a ga-
ga way?
70. Mr. Mikita
71. Getting by: ___ out a 
living
72. Mr. Rogers ...all shook 
up?
73. Kind of instrument
74. * Heard during a Poetry 
Lesson: "Though not exactly 
the same, songs are like 
poetry that's ___ 
music." (See #45D for a 
Related Clue)
Down 
1. Baseball stat.
2. Frenzy, without the 
"teria"
3. 12 mo. periods
4. * Line from a Legendary 
Limerick: "The ___ ran up 
the clock."
5. Mr. Simmons ...flipped 
around?
6. Letter of the 
Alphabet ...flipped around?
7. * One of the 150 lyrical 
poems and prayers in the 
Old Testament
8. Scintilla
9. * He wrote "The 
Canterbury Tales" (Written 
mostly after 1387)
10. One indicates pain
11. * The concluding six 
lines of a sonnet
12. * Poetic rhythm (pl.)
15. * Poem by Poe
20. Connect

22. Copier Company, 
without the "Xe"
23. More Greasy, without 
the "Oi"
24. Substitute for butter
25. * Piece of Poetry
27. * Fixed number of lines 
in a part of a poem
30. Used to be
31. * Latin poet
34. * Ms. Stein who wrote 
a volume of poetry called 
"Tender Buttons" (1914)
36. Rocky hill
38. Talk by the Telephone: 
"This ___ bit too big to fit 
by this phone. Is there a 
smaller one anywhere that 
I can use for writing 
messages on?"
41. Kind of Chocolate Bar, 
with Kit
42. Ruler of Russia
43. Not on the market 
anymore
45. * Class that poetry is 
often taught in at school
47. Roman statesman and 
orator who was skilled in 
Latin prose
48. * Heard in the Library: 
"'Did you say The Dynasts 
was the name of it? If so, I 
believe that's ___ poem."
50. Twofold, without the 
"D"
52. Curve
55. Flipped around Last 
Name of music star Bonnie
56. * Mr. Wilde who wrote 
"The Ballad of Reading 
Gaol" (1898)
57. * He wrote "Songs of 
Innocence" (1789)
59. Do Others connecter
61. * Lyric poems
64. Ms. Miller
66. Insect egg
67. Explosive letters
68. The conscious mind
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March 2021 News and Announcements 
Are we still "The Melting 
Pot" of the world or just a 
Nation of Privileged Pot 
Stirrers? [Some miscellaneous 
ramblings]

This Sunday marks the sixth 
week of Lent. Time has 
flown by, and my hope and 
prayer for sanity in the world 
has yet to be answered. It 
pains my heart to see the 
caged children and families 

at our nation's southern border living in increasingly 
crowded and unsafe conditions. It further pains me that 
even our usually untrustworthy media is being prevented 
from reporting and documenting the obvious crisis 
taking place at this very moment. It's equally hard to 
believe that they, the media, want to cover anything 
related to actual facts. However, I marvel at this sudden 
hunger for facts; it gives me a glimmer of hope in this 
dark world. 

Our world has been changing rapidly, with some 
changes being good and beneficial, but other changes 
are nothing more than a massive step back in time to 
hatred and bigotry. What am I talking about? Over the 
past decade or so, we have been subjected to a 
horrendous new (yet old) trend of judging people based 
on their gender, race, and ethnicity. Different targets, 
but similar hate-filled rhetoric is being spewed forth like 
vomit.

As bad as it is, what was once proudly shouted out as a 
wonderful positive aspect of the United States is now 
proclaimed as a negative. What am I talking about? 
Read on, if you dare. I learned a phrase in elementary 
school, which referred to the United States as "The 
Melting Pot" of the world. Maybe you remember it too. 
Here's a quick blurb about its origins from the 
Washington Post. "At the beginning of this century, as 
steamers poured into American ports, their steerages 
filled with European immigrants, a Jew from England 
named Israel Zangwill penned a play whose storyline 
has long been forgotten, but whose central theme has 
not. His production was entitled "The Melting Pot" and 
its message still holds a tremendous power on the 
national imagination – the promise that all immigrants 
can be transformed into Americans, a new alloy forged 
in a crucible of democracy, freedom and civic 
responsibility."

As I learned that phrase so many years ago, we actually 
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celebrated each other's unique cultures by participating in 
them. Instead of fearing others, we embraced each other's 
differences and learned from each other. As we did so, we 
celebrated side-by-side, rejoiced in our commonalities, 
and realized that our lives were enriched by our 
differences. These were things that actually brought us 
closer together rather than separate us into our own 
cliques. That was then…but now, we live in a world 
where our rejoicing and participating in each other's 
cultures has been replaced by a new fad of segregation. It 
has been proclaimed by "woke”* edict that those who 
participate, as we once did, are to be viewed negatively 
due to their "cultural appropriation" of the customs and 
celebrations of those from other cultural backgrounds.  
Instead of drawing closer to each other, some desire that 
we build higher and more structurally sound walls of 
separation. 

As believers in Christ Jesus, let us live in unity and love 
so that we show forth the Spirit of Christ Jesus abiding 
with us. You never know, we might just be part of 
transforming this world from hate to love!

Blessings,   

Pastor Gary
* The Urban Dictionary, which published its original definition two 
years prior to the official dictionary, defines it as “being woke 
means being aware… knowing what’s going on in the community 
(related to racism and social injustice)”.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Poetry”
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attraction and repulsion of some people to Jesus and His life of grace, mercy, and love!

As our passage opens, we read that, “Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration 
21 paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee. They said, “Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” 

These unnamed Greeks were most likely God-fearers who did not fully make their commitment to become full-
fledged Jews and therefore could not enter the inner court of The Temple. Therefore, they asked Phillip to have 
an audience with Jesus. Phillip then consulted with Andrew and the rest is history as preserved by John.

Without recording any words of introduction or small talk, Jesus begins to tell His disciples, the Greeks, and all 
of us the event that was about to unfold.  

Throughout the gospel accounts, in response to certain events and requests, Jesus would repeatedly say, “My 
hour has not yet come.”

As of Verse 23 — Jesus replied, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory.”

Jesus spoke many times of His impending death, but now He speaks about entering into His glory. in John 17, the 
high priestly prayer, Jesus said, "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had 
with You before the world was.” (John 17:5)

In verse 24, we see one of those phrases that only Jesus uses in the New Testament, “Verily, Verily I say unto 
you…” or “Truly, truly I say unto you…” 

This is a statement of supreme importance! Jesus was saying that He was that kernel of grain that must die to 
bring forth an abundant yield of fruit in new lives/souls saved for the glory of God and His Kingdom. 

In our own self-centered and natural way, we might think, “Yes, Jesus! We appreciate you laying down your life 
as a sacrifice for our sins!  Thank you very much!” 

But then He goes on to say these troubling words, “Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who 
care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity. 26 Anyone who wants to serve me must follow me, 
because my servants must be where I am. And the Father will honor anyone who serves me.” (John 12:25-26)

Jesus paid the price for the sins of the world, but we must die to self in order to best follow Him.  I guarantee that 
those are some very uncomfortable words to hear!  

As I read verse 27, I saw the pained, yet loving humanity of Jesus shining through these words, “Now my soul is 
deeply troubled.”

We’ll briefly consider the magnetic repulsion of some to Jesus and then those who are attracted, that is, drawn 
unto Him.

I. The Repulsion — I believe Jesus’ heart was aching for a number of reasons in addition to His cruel death on 
Calvary’s Cross the was soon to come. It pains me to think about the hatred, betrayal, and rejection He faced. 
Within His life, we see  some who had the opposite reaction to His ministry of love and reconciliation.

Let’s take a quick stroll through the previous chapter or so and get a small glimpse of what may have also been 
going through Jesus’ mind…

As chapter 11 closes, we see the high priest Caiaphas, the chief priests and, the Pharisees assembled together to 
see what they would do with this upstart Nazarene named Jesus. It’s interesting to note that Caiaphas made a 
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statement that was in reality a prophetic word about the sacrifice of Jesus for the world. In John 11:49-53 we 
read, “Caiaphas, who was high priest at that time, said, “You don’t know what you’re talking about! 50 You don’t 
realize that it’s better for you that one man should die for the people than for the whole nation to be destroyed.” 
51 He did not say this on his own; as high priest at that time he was led to prophesy that Jesus would die for the 
entire nation. 52 And not only for that nation, but to bring together and unite all the children of God scattered 
around the world.” 

How do those with blind hatred think?  I’m not even sure if thinking enters the picture, rather than mere 
emotional outbursts of hate. We have seen it in the news for many years at this point. Blind hatred does not see the 
good in a person’s life or in what they have done. Those given over to blind hatred only see the perceived wrongs, 
their lowered status, and the desire to kill, steal and destroy the person or persons in their way! It is mob mentality 
at its lowest and most criminal.

So what was happening at this time? The Passover week was near and the blind hatred and jealousy of the 
aforementioned “religious” leaders led them to put out an “All-points Bulletin” to have Jesus seized at His first 
sighting in Jerusalem. That would be bad enough, but their hatred of this beloved rabbi was so great that they even 
desired to destroy a walking, talking miracle that was wrought at the hands of Jesus. Yes, in their hatred, they 
wanted to kill Lazarus, whom Jesus had recently raised from the dead. No, not all blind hatred might not go so far 
as to physically kill someone, but the desire is still there to cause as might emotional, spiritual, and/or professional 
damage as possible.

So, the machinery of Jesus’ crucifixion was beginning its whir to deadly life.  To compound matters, as chapter 12 
opens, we see Jesus dining in the home of Mary and Martha with Lazarus reclining at table beside Jesus.  Also in 
attendance was Judas, who would soon betray Jesus. Following theses events is the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem and the Pharisees’ comment that the whole world has gone after Jesus.  Indeed, things have arrived at 
the point of no return!

What was Jesus’ response?  Let’s read the entire verse and see,  “Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray, 
‘Father, save me from this hour’? But this is the very reason I came! 28 Father, bring glory to your name.” (John 
12:27-28)

I have been there many times in my life. How about you? There is a question John Wesley would regularly ask to 
those in his class meetings. It was a question that is still asked to this very day.  The question is, “How is it with 
your soul?”

There are many times when it was not very good with my soul. I have experienced some of those moments due to 
the loss of loved ones, loss of physical vitality, when facing surgery, and a host of other things that made my soul 
ache with the troubles of the day and hour. Sometimes we might cry out, “Why me, Lord?”  I  desperately wanted 
an answer to my prayers that would remove my grief and so I cried out with those very same words, “Why me, 
Lord?” The gentle answer that came back was, “Why not you?”  Indeed, all I could say was, “Not my will, but thy 
will be done. Let this miserable situation bring glory and honor to your name!”

Back to our text, “Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, “I have already brought glory to my name, and I will 
do so again.” 29 When the crowd heard the voice, some thought it was thunder, while others declared an angel had 
spoken to him. 30 Then Jesus told them, “The voice was for your benefit, not mine.” (John12:28b-32)

Just like today, some might attribute the voice of God to naturalistic means, while others attribute it to a divine 
message.

II. The Drawing — “The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast 
out. 32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate how he 

Continued on Page 8
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Bishop Mueller Updates COVID-19 Guidelines,
Announces New FAQ Tab on Website

LITTLE ROCK, ARK. (March 19, 2021) – Since March 2020, when the first reported case of 
COVID-19 appeared in Arkansas, Bishop Gary Mueller of the Arkansas Conference of the United 
Methodist Church has worked with health care professionals, conference leaders and staff to 
provide clear and concise guidelines for safe gatherings for Arkansas United Methodist 
Churches. 

The ARUMC “Stages” worked well for our local churches and were very helpful to their Boards of 
Trustees as they navigated safely during the pandemic. However, because of new data that has 
recently been released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on the coronavirus and 
vaccines, as well as the increasing number of vaccines administered and declining COVID cases 
and deaths, Bishop Mueller is updating guidelines. 

“Our pastors and laity have demonstrated outstanding leadership in ‘doing no harm’ and keeping 
people safe. I am removing the “Stages” guidelines that were applicable to the entire conference 
in order to better allow local churches to determine, based upon their individual contexts, what is 
best for the safety of their congregations,” Bishop Mueller stated.

“I will continue to insist that persons attending in-person church events wear masks, safely 
distance, and keep hands and surfaces clean, even if Governor Hutchinson lifts the statewide 
mask mandate,” shared Mueller. “Although more people are receiving vaccines, we still do not 
fully understand the consequences of ignoring these basic precautions or the possible impact of 
variants of the virus. When Arkansas has reached herd immunity as defined by the CDC, we will 
take appropriate actions. Likewise, if the situation worsens again, we will respond as needed.”

The webpage for the ARUMC COVID-19 Guidance has been updated to reflect the most recent 
guidelines and recommendations, as it will continue to be on a regular basis.  A “Frequently Asked 
Questions” tab has been added for convenience.

If you have any questions regarding the guidelines, please contact Amy Ezell, Center for 
Communication.
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Palm Sunday — Seedbed

On Palm Sunday, or Passion Sunday, the church celebrates the triumphal entry of Jesus the Christ into Jerusalem, a week 
before his death and resurrection. Many churches celebrate with palms during worship and then burn the palms at the end 
of service and save the ashes for use on Ash Wednesday of the following year.

The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem has messianic significance because it is one of the earliest times that Jesus 
allowed the public acknowledgement of his identity as Messiah. This would have put him in the direct purview of the 
religious authorities who ultimately forced his death. In contrast to the Greco-Roman and Near Eastern cultures 
surrounding Jerusalem, Jesus’ triumph was humble and lowly, while Caesars and other rulers displayed their extravagance 
and tokens of their military conquests before a city.

For parallel passages in the Gospels, see Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; and John 12:12-19.

O Christ our God
When Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead before Thy Passion,

Thou didst confirm the resurrection of the universe
Wherefore, we like children,

carry the banner of triumph and victory,
and we cry to Thee, O Conqueror of love,

Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is He that cometh
in the Name of the Lord

–Toparion of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday

See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
(Zechariah 9:9)

On the first day you are to take branches from luxuriant trees–from palms, willows and other leafy trees–and rejoice 
before the LORD your God for seven days. (Leviticus 23:40)

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless you. The Lord is God, and he has 
made his light shine on us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal processionup to the horns of the altar. You are my God, 
and I will praise you;you are my God, and I will exalt you. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 
forever. (Psalm 118:26-29)

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took 
palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” (John 12:12-13)

There before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 
(Revelation 7:9).         

Source: https://www.seedbed.com/palm-sunday-2/
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
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Palm Sunday                   
Lectionary Texts:

Liturgy of the Palms:                             
Matthew 21:1-11;                                 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839)                      

Liturgical Color: Purple

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color for 
the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of royalty, so 
traditionally has also been used for Advent and is still 
used in Catholic churches, although Blue Violet is also 
used. However, Blue is replacing purple for Advent in 
many Protestant churches.

When I Am Lifted Up…
was going to die.” (John 12:21-33)

As this portion of our passage for this morning closes, we see Jesus’ words about the power of the evil one being 
thwarted and the incredible drawing power of His death, burial, and resurrection! 

Down through the centuries, millions have been drawn to Christ Jesus, the Messiah.

He was lifted up on the Cross of Calvary some 2,000 years ago, but every time we lift up His Holy Name in our 
Christian Witness, in our acts of love toward others, and in our lives, we shine the light of Christ into this dark world.  
He promised that when He was lifted up He would draw everyone to Himself.  

As you go forward this week, preach the Good News of Christ crucified, resurrected, and of the salvation we have by 
grace through faith. Let your words and your life always testify of glory of God and remember that you have been 
blessed to be a blessing.  So be one! In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit…

Pastor Gary


