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Most of us knew what a pandemic was, 
but we have had several new terms 
enter our vocabulary during the past 
year. Terms like "Social Distancing," 
"Flatten the Curve," "Shelter in 
Place," "Infodemic," and how can we 
forget, COVID-19. "Coronapocalypse" 
and "Coronageddon" are two of the 
more sadly amusing terms that have 
jokingly arrived on the scene. But the 
one abbreviation that comes to my 
m i n d i s   " P P E , "  w h i c h s t a n d s 
for Personal Protective Equipment. 

By the way, an “Infodemic" is a blend 
of "information" and "epidemic" that 
typically refers to a rapid and far-
reaching spread of both accurate and 
i n a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
something, such as a disease.

Without naming it as such, our passage 
for this morning speaks of a very 
special, easy “wear,” and universally 
available Spiritual PPE.  

Mark 1:29-39 After Jesus left the 
synagogue with James and John, they 
went to Simon and Andrew's home. 30 
Now Simon's mother-in-law was sick in 
bed with a high fever. They told Jesus 
about her right away. 31 So he went to 
her bedside, took her by the hand, and 
helped her sit up. Then the fever left 
her, and she prepared a meal for them. 
32 That evening after sunset, many sick 
and demon-possessed people were 
brought to Jesus. 33 The whole town 
gathered at the door to watch. 34 So 
Jesus healed many people who were 
sick with various diseases, and he cast 
out many demons. But because the 
demons knew who he was, he did not 
allow them to speak.

[Jesus Preaches in Galilee]

35 Before daybreak the next 
morning, Jesus got up and went out 
to an isolated place to pray. 36 
Later Simon and the others went out 
to find him. 37 When they found him, 
they said, "Everyone is looking for 
you." 38 But Jesus replied, "We 
must go on to other towns as well, 
and I will preach to them, too. That 
is why I came." 39 So he traveled 
throughout the region of Galilee, 
preaching in the synagogues and 
casting out demons. (New Living 
Translation)

Let's investigate…

Our passage for this morning 
immediately follows the casting out 
of the unclean spirit from last week's 
text. The synagogue experience was 
behind them, and with it came the 
noon hour. Jesus and company went 
to Peter and Andrew's house for 
some much need rest, food, and 
fellowship. But there was another 
h e a l i n g t h a t n e e d e d t o b e 
accomplished. It is a miracle that 
speaks about the nature of at least 
four different people.  

I. Jesus: Our passage tells us about 
Jesus. Jesus performed miracles not 
merely to demonstrate His messianic 
credentials to a large crowd. When 
He saw a need, He was moved with 
compassion and touched hurting 
souls. If you remember from last 
week, we read that Jesus did not 
need any elaborate rituals, charms, 
smelly roots, or other accessories to 
perform an exorcism, unlike the 
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Across 
1. It's all you need on Valentine's 
Day!
5. Heard on Valentine's Day: "This 
___ got to be the greatest Valentine's 
Day ever!"
8. Break
12. Romantic Valentine Fabric
13. Compass direction
14. VALENTINE'S HISTORY: It 
stems from a ___ fertility festival 
celebrated by ancient Romans on 
Feb. 15th to honor the Pastoral God 
of Herbs and Crops (See #69A). The 
day before the festival (Feb. 14th), 
they would honor Juno, the Goddess 
of Women and Marriage. Through 
time, Valentine's has become a 
combo of the tales of the Pastoral 
God, Juno and Valentine (See #24A 
and #51A).
16. Valentine's Day gifts
19. German for "Here's to You!": 
"Auf ___ Gesundheit!"
20. It'll make "regular" atypical
21. Before, before
22. Valentine's Vice
24. Valentine, for one
27. Winter sport verb
28. It'll turn "Pica" into a famous 

painter
29. Frilly 'n' Fancy Fabrics seen 
on Valentine's Day
31. Valentine confectioneries
34. Gullible assistant: ___ damnée
35. ___ and behold!
37. Within the limits
38. Ship's Steerer
42. Valentine's Day date itinerary
47. Himalayan Humanoid
48. Film rating
49. Word seen on a Valentine's 
gift tag
50. Comedian Phillips
51. VALENTINE'S HISTORY: 
In the 2nd Century A.D. , 
Valentine was a Christian ___ 
who wed young couples against 
the rules of Roman Emperor 
Claudius II who forbade soldiers 
from marrying because he feared 
it would interfere with their 
p r o w e s s . F o r d i s o b e y i n g , 
Valentine was beheaded on 
February 14th, 270 A.D..
55. Cupid's matchmaking weapon 
on Valentine's Day
57. Gershwin with pen
60. Romantic play to watch on 
Valentine's Day: "Romeo ___ 

Juliet"
61. Cute 'n' Cuddly Buddy Holly 
song to listen to on Valentine's 
Day
63. Valentine Gift Giver: ___ 
Admirer
65. Hawaiian guitar, briefly
66. Male title
68.  Someone to ce lebra te 
Valentine's Day with
69. VALENTINE'S HISTORY: 
As per #14A - Name of the 
ancient Roman festival that 
derives its name from the 
Roman Pastoral God of Herbs 
and Crops
74. Undercover agents
76. Romantic ___ Howard 
d i r ec ted f i lm to r en t on 
Valentine's Day: "Far and 
Away" (1992)
77. Heard on Valentine's Day: 
"I have been in such ___ since 
our breakup ...sniff, sniff. Won't 
you pleeeease take me back, 
honey?"
78. It's Filled with Fodder on a 
Farm
79. Outs Opposites
80. Romantic Valentine symbol

Down 
1. He was the Cowardly Lion in 
"The Wizard of Oz" (1939): Bert 
___
2. "Logy" prefix
3. Actor Damone
4. Co-producer of the U2 album 
"Achtung Baby"
5. Valentine's Day symbols
6. Poker stake
7. Heard at a Valentine's Day 
party: "When can I ___ you 
again?"
8. Editor's notation
9. Dewey-eyed
10. Turkish Titles
11. Romantic city to celebrate 
Valentine's Day
12. ___-fi
15. Roman Ruler
17. Dykstra of baseball
18. Japanese beverage
23. Equip
24. Aroma, of a perfume gift, on 
Valentine's Day

25. Irish writer George William 
Russell's pseudonym
26. Ait
27. ___ a Valentine's Day card 
to that "special someone"
29. Sizzlin' Tom Jones song to 
listen to on Valentine's Day: 
"She's a ___"
30. Marie-Claire's friend
32. Cupid's Valentine Flappers
33. Certain Cable Channel
36. Alternative word
39. Heard on Valentine's Day: 
"___ moment away from you 
feels like an eternity!"
40. Luxurious vehicle rented 
for a special Valentine's Day 
date
41. Cat's Cry
43. Pinch
44. Copied
45. Heard on Valentine's Day: 
"Okay, my darling, I'll pick you 
up ___ seven sharp, but please 
be discreet!"
46. Land opposite Jericho
52. Actress ___ Dawn Chong
53. Worldwide, weenily
54. Jewelry, Candy, Flowers, 
etc. on Valentine's Day: ___ 
of Affection
56. Madonna's nickname for 
her good friend Ms. O'Donnell
57. Belief systems
58. Harvests
59. Part of #60A
62. Raunchy Rocker by The 
Beatles to listen to on 
Valentine's Day: "I Saw ___ 
Standing There"
64. Screening Room item
65. Fairytale Intro: "Once ___ 
a time..."
66. Seen on a Valentine card: 
"Be ___"
67. Beam of light
70. Spoon bender Geller
71. Convertible or Sedan
72. In the past
73. Angeles completer
75. Heard on Valentine's Day: 
"___, now that you know how I 
feel about you; how do you feel 
about me?"
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February 2021 News and Announcements 
2021 is moving at a pretty 
good clip so far. Before we 
know it, Ash Wednesday 
and the Lenten Season will 
be here. How soon? Try 
February 17, 2021, on for 
size! Our Ash Wednesday 
service will take place 
w i t h a s h e s , b u t o u r 
technique of imposing 
ashes will be radically 

different due to COVID-19. We are preparing 
individual ash applicators for those worshipping in-
person; this package will include a sealed packet 
complete with a wet wipe for cleaning your hands. 
Inside each package, you will find a Q-Tip swab 
with a mixture of oil and palm ashes. Instead of your 
pastor, me, imposing the ashes, each person will 
open their packet and impose the ashes on their own 
forehead. 

These same Palm Ash packages will be included in 
our weekly newsletter mailout on the week before 
Ash Wednesday. The packing and sealing of the 
ashes will be a labor-intensive process, so we are 
looking for volunteers to help with the process!  

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 06

Be safe, stay safe, and love one another with the love 
of Christ!

Blessings,

Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Valentine’s Day”

Postponed — TBA



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

Don’t Forget Your Spiritual PPE!

Continued on Page 5

Volume 3 Issue 07

exorcists of His day. His word of power and authority was sufficient for the task. The same goes for 
healing the sick.

As Mark records it, Peter's mother-in-law suffered from a high fever in what an ancient book known as 
the "Talmud" refers to as a burning fever. 

Let me paraphrase Biblical commentator William Barclay's words, The Talmud lays down the methods 
of dealing with such a burning fever. One would have to take a knife completely made from iron, tie it 
by a braid of hair to a thorn bush. Yes, connect your iron knife to a thorn bush bemoans of a braid of 
hair! On three successive days you would have to recite, first, Exodus 3:2-3; the second day, Exodus 
3:4; and finally Exodus 3:5. Then a certain magical formula was pronounced, and thus the cure was 
supposed to be achieved. Jesus completely disregarded all the paraphernalia of popular magic, and with 
a gesture and a word of unique authority and power, he healed the woman."

Jesus' Bottom Line: Jesus did not need such an elaborate and unlikely collection of items and magical 
incantations. So Jesus, solely through His love, compassion, and divine authority, cleansed lepers, cast 
out unclean spirits, and healed the sick.  

II. Jesus' Disciples: Our passage also tells us a little bit about the disciples who were present that day. 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John might have been slow on the intellectual uptake about who Jesus was, 
but they knew that Jesus was supernaturally empowered to heal the sick! They alerted Jesus that Peter's 
mother-in-law was sick with a high fever. Jesus' disciples learned to bring their worries and needs to 
Him. They were able to bring their concern to Him in person. We can also bring our needs to Him, but 
we do it in prayer. 

I am reminded of the old hymn, "What a friend we have in Jesus," which encourages us to take our 
griefs, pains, and burdens to the Lord in prayer. They learned this lesson during Jesus' ministry, and 
they lived it for the rest of their lives. Perhaps we would do well to remember it as well!

III. Peter's mother-in-law: No sooner had she been healed of her high fever that she began to 
serve Jesus and the rest of the household. Please notice that the sick person, when cured, went right 
to work in service by using the skills she had! It tells me that our response to God's touch upon our lives 
should also be characterized by love and service!

After the healing of Peter's mother-in-law, the day was not over for Jesus. It was evening, just after 
sundown, when the sabbath was officially over, and travel was once again permitted. Mark tells us 
that "…many sick and demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. 33 The whole town gathered at 
the door to watch. 34 So Jesus healed many people who were sick with various diseases, and he cast out 
many demons."

We don't know how long Jesus ministered or how many people were healed that night. Still, I can only 
imagine that with the excitement that he generated with His miraculous ministry, it was a long evening.  

As the new day was dawning, Jesus could be found in an isolated location praying. 

Here we find the Lord of Glory Himself needing time alone to fellowship with His Father to renew 
Himself. This makes me think hard about our prayer lives as well!
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In the stress-filled COVID-19 world that we all live in, where no one gets enough rest or prayer time, we 
stuff ourselves with fast food, worry about the future, and race around trying to get as much 
accomplished as possible. In the process of doing so, we become less and less efficient; we burn 
ourselves out emotionally, spiritually, and physically and then wind up wondering what went wrong 
when we get sick, depressed, or sad!

Jesus is the one who created us from the dust of this earth. He wired us in a certain way that requires 
emotional, physical, and spiritual rest. Even Jesus obeyed the laws that He set in place and was best able 
to accomplish His mission by resting and trusting in His heavenly Father for the empowerment needed 
for each step of His ministry. Jesus also told us that a servant is not above His master in any regard, so if 
Jesus needed these times of rest and prayer, then so much more do we need them! (John 13:16)

Prayer was Jesus' Personal Protective Equipment, that is, His PPE!

Jesus knew what lay ahead of Him for the day, so He took the time for prayer! It reminds me of the 
wisdom found in a classic poem on the subject!

TAKE TIME TO PRAY

I got up early in the morning and rushed right into the day.
 I had so much to accomplish that I didn't take time to pray.

 Problems just tumbled around me and heavier came each task.
 I whined, "Why doesn't God help me?" He said, "You didn't ask."
 I groaned and shouted and grumbled, I tried every key in the lock.
 I cried, "Why doesn't He open?" He said, "Son, you didn't knock."
 So, I got up early this morning and paused before entering the day.

 I had so much to accomplish, I had to take time to pray.
 
As our passage concludes, we see Jesus back on track preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven! 

36 Later Simon and the others went out to find him. 37 When they found him, they said, Everyone is 
looking for you. 38 But Jesus replied, We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to them, 
too. That is why I came. 39 So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee, preaching in the 
synagogues and casting out demons. 

In other words, He got busy fulfilling His mission to the world!  

You might be thinking, "Well, that's all good and well for Jesus, but that's not for me!" 

Let's slow down and rethink that one!

I believe that God has called each and everyone one of us to faithfully:

(1) Love the Lord our God with the totality of our beings and love our neighbors as ourselves,
(2) Pray for the sick, whether for a physical, emotional, or spiritual healing
(3) Preach the Gospel to all people!
But to be effective, we too need our spiritual Personal Protective Equipment of rest, prayer, and 
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
February 14, 2021

Transfiguration Sunday                    
Lectionary Texts:

2 Kings 2:1-12,                                         
Psalm 50:1-6 (UMH 783),                                 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6,                                            
Mark 9:2-9 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well 
as respect and reverence. White is used for all high 
Holy Days and festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter, as 
well as for baptism, marriage, dedications, and in some 
traditions for the ordination of ministers. In some 
church traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection.

Don’t Forget Your Spiritual PPE!
empowerment, or we will either give up or burnout! 

In case you're still thinking that this is not for you, then please hear the words of Jesus in John 
14:12 where He said, I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, 
and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 

So, as you walk out the front door each day, make sure you have your Personal Protective Equipment/PPE 
face mask with you. That's important, but don't forget your spiritual Personal Protective equipment too! As 
you use them both, you might just see that what Jesus promised you could do will come to pass when you 
are faithful!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


