
THE MAGNOLIA FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
Volume 3 Issue 06 February 7, 2021

He Taught Them With Authority

Special points of interest:

* “He Taught Them With 
Authority”

*  Crossword - Superbowl 
Sunday

*  Announcements — Ash 
W e d n e s d a y & F a m i l y 
Worship!

*  Prayer Against Racial 
Divides — by Lo Alaman

* “Dig-In@home” Treehouse 
Kids at Magnolia FUMC

* Liturgical Colors and Misc.

Inside this issue:

“He Taught Them With 
Authority”                          1

Crossword: Superbowl Sunday   
  2

 Announcements-                   3
Crossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more

Sermon Continued:            4-5

Prayer Against Racial Divides 
— by Lo Alaman             6
                                             
Dig-In@home Treehouse Kids  
at Magnolia FUMC              7

Liturgical Colors and Misc.  8

Continued on Page 4

Mark 1:21-28 Jesus and his companions 
went to the town of Capernaum. When the 
Sabbath day came, he went into the 
synagogue and began to teach. 22 The 
people were amazed at his teaching, for he 
taught with real authority—quite unlike the 
teachers of religious law. 23 Suddenly, a 
man in the synagogue who was possessed 
by an evil spirit cried out, 24 “Why are you 
interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 But 
Jesus reprimanded him. “Be quiet! Come 
out of the man,” he ordered. 26 At that, the 
evil spirit screamed, threw the man into a 
convulsion, and then came out of him. 
27 Amazement gripped the audience, and 
they began to discuss what had happened. 
“What sort of new teaching is this?” they 
asked excitedly. “It has such authority! 
Even evil spirits obey his orders!” 28 The 
news about Jesus spread quickly 
throughout the entire region of Galilee. 
(NLT)

Mark is unique in the four gospels in a few 
ways:

1.) Mark’s gospel is the only writer who 
uses the word gospel, εὐαγγελίου 
(euangeliou), at the beginning of his 
account. This word means gospel or 
simply good news!

2.) Mark was primarily written to a 
Roman Gentile audience.

3.) Mark is also the most action-oriented 
of the gospel accounts. It almost sounds 
like a shooting script for a movie. Mark 
uses such words like straightway or 
immediately to connect a series of events 
in rapid succession. No earthly genealogy 
like Matthew or Luke.  No heavenly 
genealogy like John.  Mark starts off with 
no secrets, “This is the Good News 
about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of 

God.”

As Mark’s gospel account opens, we 
see why Mark chose the phrase, “The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ: 
the Son of God.”

Mark begins with the Messiah's herald, 
John the Baptist, preparing the way of 
the Lord. In rapid succession, we see 
Jesus arriving on the scene for his 
baptism and wilderness temptations. 
John's arrest follows Jesus' wilderness 
experience. Jesus then began His 
preaching ministry, proclaiming, "The 
time promised by God has come at 
last!" he announced. "The Kingdom of 
God is near! Repent of your sins and 
believe the Good News!"

Chapter one quickly moves on to the 
call of Peter, Andrew, James, and John. 

H o w q u i c k w a s a l l o f t h i s 
happening? All of the preceding events 
all occurred within the first twenty 
verses of Mark's gospel account. Talk 
about rapid-fire!

So here we are at out passage for this 
morning…

As Jesus and His newly called disciples 
entered into what would soon become 
their base of operations in Capernaum, 
it was the Sabbath. Capernaum is 
located on the northern shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. The first thing Jesus and 
Company did was enter into the 
Synagogue there. Melissa and I have 
been to the rebuilt synagogue that 
stands over the original site. Jesus 
didn’t just enter into the synagogue and 
grab a seat, but He began to teach those 
present there that day. We could both 
sense the beauty that this place of 
worship must have had.
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Across 
1. * Pre-Game feature of the 
Super Bowl, with "National"
7. Presidential nickname
10. Style of music
13. Large desert
14. * They cannot stand in the 
Super Bowl because one of the 
Teams must Win
15. Pop gr.
16. Thrust
17. Unit of volume equal to 
one cubic meter (pl.)
19. Fee-Fi-Fo-what?
20. Preposition
21. Mr. Ripken Jr.
22. Celine Dion's beloved 
hubby
24. Small Salamander
26. Last letter of the Greek 
alphabet
28. Detached
31. * In Football, a Lineman 
will ___ the Quarterback by 
blocking Players on the 

opposing Team
33. It'll turn "ka" into an 
Alcoholic Beverage
34. So-So grades
35. Initials of The King
36. Partners for Pas
37. Ms. Farrow's namesakes, 
minus the "M"
38. Ancient person of Europe
39. Big Cheese of a Company, 
for short
40. Mass of land on water 
(abbr.)
41. They go with Ohs
42. Dove sounds
44. Unitary
45. ___-La-La
46. "Howdy!"
48. Toy Dog, with "Tzu"
49. Famous flower co.
50. Roll-On is applied to the 
what area?
52. Wrong doing
53. Type of Acid
55. * Protection worn by 
Football Players (pl.)

56. Dainty
58. Vex
59. Occurs
60. * Like an Athlete in the 
Super Bowl, for short
62. Whine
64. Capital of Norway
67. * JANUARY 28TH, 
2001: Host Network of 
Super Bowl XXXV
68. "Eureka!"
69. Mr. Hemingway
71. Certain family member, 
briefly
72. Monetary unit of Japan
73. Gives lip to

1. Fire residue
2. Badly Behaved, minus 
the "ghty"
3. * What a Quarterback 
does with a Football at the 
Super Bowl, with "It"
4. * Extravaganza at the 
Super Bowl
5. Clooney's former gig
6. * Funny Football Friends
7. Vent
8. * They're often shown 
during the Super Bowl 
telecast, commonly
9. Being
10. * They officiate Super 
Bowl games
11. House Siding, without 
the "minum"
12. * When doubled, it 
becomes a Prop for a 
Cheerleader at the Super 
Bowl
14. * Like the Super Bowl
18. Scottish hat
23. * They are one of the 
two Teams that must play in 
the Super Bowl, commonly
24. "No" to a Scot

25. Second Sight, 
smallily
27. * Something seen on 
a Football Field, with 
"Post"
29. Moray
30. Founded, for short
32. City of South 
America, with "Paulo"
39. * It takes place at the 
start of the Super Bowl
40. Keen on
41. Abbr. seen on a 
Flight Schedule
42. Sixties gr. joined by 
Neil Young
43. Interjection used to 
express mock surprise
44. * Some Football 
Players are on the what?
45. * They're made by 
Linebackers at the Super 
Bowl
46. Kept shrouded
47. Birth Day 
exclamation: "___ a 
Girl!"
51. * Receivers catch 
them at the Super Bowl
54. Choler
57. Dissertation, minus 
the "Th"
60. Competitors of Macs
61. Baseball stat.
63. "Dog" in French, 
minus the "Ch"
65. Additional, without 
the "E"
66. Small Slits, minus 
the "Sl"
70. God of the Sun of 
Egypt
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February 2021 News and Announcements 
2021 is moving at a pretty 
good clip so far. Before we 
know it, Ash Wednesday and 
the Lenten Season will be 
h e r e . H o w s o o n ? T r y 
February 17, 2021, on for 
size! Our Ash Wednesday 
service will take place with 
ashes, but our technique of 
imposing ashes will be 
radically different due to 
C O V I D - 1 9 . W e a r e 

preparing individual ash applicators for those 
worshipping in-person; this package will include a sealed 
packet complete with a wet wipe for cleaning your hands. 
Inside each package, you will find a Q-Tip swab with a 
mixture of oil and palm ashes. Instead of your pastor, me, 
imposing the ashes, each person will open their packet 
and impose the ashes on their own forehead. 

These same Palm Ash packages will be included in our 
weekly newsletter mailout on the week before Ash 
Wednesday. The packing and sealing of the ashes will be 
a labor-intensive process, so we are looking for 
volunteers to help with the process!  

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 06

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar!  Hannah 
has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley 
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the 
university so she will serve three semesters.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Superbowl Sunday - February 7, 2021”

Postponed — TBA
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When Jesus entered this first-century place of worship, He was called upon to expound upon the Holy Scriptures. 
Teaching in the synagogue was Jesus' custom. As he taught, the people marveled in that He taught them as having 
authority and not like the scribes.  

How was it different?

It was Jewish custom to expound on the Scriptures in the synagogue. Usually, such teaching by others included a 
reflection on tradition and quotations from other respected rabbis. Jesus taught differently in that He did not rely 
on the authority of anyone other than Himself. Jesus expounded by teaching them from a first-person perspective 
with a full explanation, examples and, analysis.

We don’t know the specific topic under discussion, but I suspect it was Jesus preaching about the Kingdom of 
God.  This teaching must have inflamed a demon-possessed man in the congregation, for Mark records the event 
this way, “Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 “Why are you 
interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 
God!”

As a side-note, I've had people get a bit miffed at something I said, but no demon-possessed folks in the local 
churches ever got up and started screeching!

What makes me curious is that the demon spoke through the man words that attest to Christ Jesus's divinity! This 
attestation was not some confession of faith but an attempt to gain control over Jesus! Please keep in mind that 
our passage says nothing about the man's head spinning around and vomiting pea-green soup ala "The Exorcist." 

First-century Jewish exorcists trying to control demons needed the demon's name to cast it out. Perhaps the 
demon/evil spirit thought the same name-game would be true of Jesus, but it had another thing coming!  

Once again, the people were amazed! No sooner than the people had been amazed by Jesus’ teaching with 
hitherto unseen authority that they were equally amazed when they witnessed that authority in action!

Jesus was about to perform an exorcism of previously like no one else!

Had they seen other exorcisms before? Yes, but nothing like this! The exorcisms they had witnessed used showy 
magical formulas and special items to cast out the demons! But not Jesus! Josephus recorded an incident when 
the exorcist Eleazar performed an exorcism before Emperor Vespasian. Let me read an event to you from 
Josephus’ work entitled, Antiquities of the Jews.

“He put a ring that had a root of one of those sorts mentioned by Solomon to the nostrils of the demoniac: after 
which he drew out the demon through his nostrils: and when the man fell down immediately, he abjured him to 
return into him no more: making still mention of Solomon, and reciting the incantations which he composed. And 
when Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate to the spectators that he had such a power, he set a little way off 
a cup or basin full of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of the man, to overturn it; and thereby to 
let the spectators know that he had left the man.”  (Antiquities of the Jews (8.2.5)

Jesus needed no spells, incantations, smelly roots, or anything of the sort! Just His authoritative voice and words!

Jesus was not seeking acclaim, and therefore He silenced this demon with our equivalent of “Shut up!” The 
demon/unclean spirit threw the man into a convulsion and a screech before leaving the man back to normal. 
Perhaps a little worse for wear, but at least he was no longer a home for wayward demons!
Needless to say, Jesus’ acclaim spread abroad!

So what came to my mind as I read this familiar passage?  
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The notion of an evil spiritual realm is what came to my mind. 

Some folks feel a bit strange when it comes to the subject of evil spirits,  unclean spirits, and demons. The mere 
notion of such spirit beings is considered by some people, including the occasional Christian, as antiquated and 
unbelievable.

Yet, the Synoptic Gospels have over sixty stories and references to demon possession and exorcisms. You can 
either believe them or not. I choose to believe the New Testament accounts, and therefore, I am ready!

Why are there so many accounts about demons and demonic possession? Of these sixty-plus demon-inspired 
events, it seems that these unclean spirits most frequently came solely to cause disruption, pain, misery, sickness, 
and anguish. Certainly, people could have done such things all on their own, but these spirits were cheerleaders 
and inspiration for such events.

Assuming you’re still with me, the question comes to mind as to what we do with this or similar problems in our 
lives.  In other words, What authority do we have?

Ephesians 6:10-20 gives us a clue: “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on 
all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not 
fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, 
against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, put 
on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the 
battle you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor 
of God’s righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be 
fully prepared. 16 In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 
17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the 
Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 
everywhere.”

In our day and time, there seem to be three primary possibilities:
1. We are in denial of such a realm of spirit beings who only desire pain, misery, and destruction in 

our lives.
2. We don't recognize their activity.
3. We believe the biblical reports and put on the whole armor of God.

In my opinion, they are behind the scenes inspiring and instigating unrest and misery in his world by 
using influential people to chart a course for more turmoil and pain. Yes, people are the visible aspects 
of this strife, but we still have to be able to "see" beyond the surface to recognize the source of some of 
our world's problems!

Let me close with an intriguing post I saw the other day. Alex Morton is attributed as the author. [It seems that 
many others have also taken credit for this quote.]

Whether this is an accurate account or not is not the point. It reflects the attitudes of our world and what seems 
like is occurring behind the scenes.

Think:

(1) When your anger rises against your fellow man, woman, or child 
(2) When your anger rises against those who think differently; or 
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We are one in the Spirit
There are no colors on our souls 
No pigments that have seeped deep enough to breach
      the depths of our hearts
For we were all born from the same shade of Your love
So,
May You make us after Your own image
May You, God, orchestrate this symphony of melanin to 
sing
      the beauty of Your face 
May our faces be like music 
May our colors compose a song that reflects every genre 
of Your love
Blending each of these skin tones into a melody that is too 
beautiful
      for one heart to sing
Form a choir
From the souls You’ve acquired from the grave
That we might sing Your name 
And spring forth back into life as vibrant as the promise 
of Your rainbow
For You have paid the price for every nation and tongue
Who am I to segregate Your treasure?
Don’t let it be so
That when the rooster Jim Crows 
We deny the Christ who has called all sheep back into His 
fold
But instead 
Give sight to these color-blind eyes
And make a home out of our lives
I pray that the rhythm of Your heartbeat 
Quakes the very landscape of my worldview into loving 
those around me 
Permit us to see just as You see
For You were always one
And always three 
So we were always made in the very image of community
And called to worship as such
Just as the morning sun peels back the night’s sky
You undressed the flesh off of Your soul
To present Your Spirit holy to us 
That we might find rest 
In these blankets of skin You’ve chosen to wrap us in
But may we worship like the breaking of a new day
Pulling back these sheets
And unwrapping our hearts like a present
And present them in the presence of our King
May we not be foolish enough to think 
That we confine all Your light to one church 
Or contain all of Your glory in just one building 

Or limit Your grace to one race or denomination
But may our praises be in both spirit and in truth 
For our hearts can only beat so fast 
These words can only say so much
And the riches of my gaze often falls cheap on Your 
glory
These hands can only reach so far
Flesh alone will never give You what You fully 
deserve 
So this skin alone will always limit Your worth 
So may we not let skin hinder our worship 
But paint Your name on the altar of our lips
Stain our words with the color of Your glory
So that whenever we speak about our races 
We must acknowledge that You are the one that won 
them
For there are no colors on our souls 
Nothing here but Your fingerprints
For You hold our lives in the same hands that have 
shaped the world 
So may everything that has breath praise Your grip 
For You have multiplied Your descendants as 
numerous as the stars
May our song crescendo with all of creation 
As we sing praises to You our Father
The God of all the universe
And every color it has to offer 
Since the beginning 
You have carved a new song into the heart of every 
bird
And they are all different 
As if You frown on division but give flight to 
diversity 
I pray that our love grows wings
Takes flight in our communities and soars straight 
toward You
That You might take joy in our worship 
That our song would be the soundtrack of You 
moving here among us 
For we are Yours, God,
The medley of Your image 
Living by Your script
Living out our differences 
And worshiping together 
Until we are all together
As one
In the Spirit
Of You

By Lo Alaman -
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
February 7, 2021

Fifith Sunday after Epiphany                    
Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 40:21-31,                                              
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c (UMH 859),                         

1 Corinthians 9:16-23,                                            
Mark 1:29-39 

 Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

He Taught Them With Authority
3) When your internal emotions boil over at your lot in life. 

 Ask yourself who’s shaking you jar and why? 

Could it be demons, evil spirits, or unclean spirits?  It could be, but it could also be an earthly force that has been 
programming you to take offense at everyone who is the other so that we will live in a world filled with strife, anger, 
and outrage!

If in doubt, then pray, put on the whole armor of God, take the authoruity that God has given to you, and stay active 
as a member of your community of faith here at Magnolia First United Methodist Church or your home church 
wherever you worship God.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


