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Jonah encountered God’s grace and 
mercy, but the real question is, what 
was his response?

Let’s find out… Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Then 
the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time: 
2 “Get up and go to the great city of 
Nineveh, and deliver the message I have 
given you.” 3 This time Jonah obeyed 
the Lord’s command and went to 
Nineveh, a city so large that it took 
three days to see it all. 4 On the day 
Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the 
crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh 
will be destroyed!” 5 The people of 
Nineveh believed God’s message, and 
from the greatest to the least, they 
declared a fast and put on burlap to 
show their sorrow. 10 When God saw 
what they had done and how they had 
put a stop to their evil ways, he changed 
his mind and did not carry out the 
destruction he had threatened.

Readings from the book of Jonah only 
surface on the Lectionary calendar twice 
every three years. Yet, the Book of 
Jonah is a short yet powerful story of 
the grace, mercy, and call of God and 
our sometimes rebellious natures. Since 
the Prophet Jonah's story rarely comes 
around, let's consider our passage for 
this morning in the context of the entire 
book. 

As the Book of Jonah opens, we see 
God giving Jonah a call to go to the 
“great [gentile] city of Nineveh.” The 
Lord gives the following reason for 
Jonah’s prophetic mission.  God said, 
“Announce my judgment against it 
because I have seen how wicked its 

people are.” Jonah 1:1

Like any good and faithful prophet of 
God, Jonah got right to it! Right?  
No, Jonah not only didn’t get right to 
it, but he decided to get about as far 
away from Nineveh as he could. So 
faithful Jonah went down to the 
nearby seaport at Joppa and bought a 
one-way ticket to Tarshish, which 
was about 500-hundred miles in the 
wrong direction!  

Why was Jonah so anxious to get 
away from Nineveh and God’s call 
on his life? We might think Jonah 
was running because he was afraid of 
what the Assyrians might do to him, 
that his mission would be a 
disastrous failure, and his head put 
on a post. However, we later realize 
that Jonah's fear is not so much about 
his potential failure but about his 
possible success! 

Hold on to that thought! What 
transpires next is the classic account 
o f Jonah’ s l e s s t han s t e l l a r 
Mediterranean cruise experience. 
God was not too pleased with 
Jonah’s decision, so the Lord caused 
a violent storm to arise. While Jonah 
peacefully napped down below in the 
ship’s hold, the storm so rocked the 
boat that the ship’s captain woke 
Jonah up and asked him to pray to 
his God for mercy so that their lives 
would be spared. Meanwhile, the 
ship’s crew decided to cast lots to 
discover who brought this deadly 
storm upon them. Casting lots was 
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Across 
1. * Pre-Game feature of the 
Super Bowl, with "National"
7. Presidential nickname
10. Style of music
13. Large desert
14. * They cannot stand in the 
Super Bowl because one of the 
Teams must Win
15. Pop gr.
16. Thrust
17. Unit of volume equal to 
one cubic meter (pl.)
19. Fee-Fi-Fo-what?
20. Preposition
21. Mr. Ripken Jr.
22. Celine Dion's beloved 
hubby
24. Small Salamander
26. Last letter of the Greek 
alphabet
28. Detached
31. * In Football, a Lineman 
will ___ the Quarterback by 
blocking Players on the 

opposing Team
33. It'll turn "ka" into an 
Alcoholic Beverage
34. So-So grades
35. Initials of The King
36. Partners for Pas
37. Ms. Farrow's namesakes, 
minus the "M"
38. Ancient person of Europe
39. Big Cheese of a Company, 
for short
40. Mass of land on water 
(abbr.)
41. They go with Ohs
42. Dove sounds
44. Unitary
45. ___-La-La
46. "Howdy!"
48. Toy Dog, with "Tzu"
49. Famous flower co.
50. Roll-On is applied to the 
what area?
52. Wrong doing
53. Type of Acid
55. * Protection worn by 
Football Players (pl.)

56. Dainty
58. Vex
59. Occurs
60. * Like an Athlete in the 
Super Bowl, for short
62. Whine
64. Capital of Norway
67. * JANUARY 28TH, 
2001: Host Network of 
Super Bowl XXXV
68. "Eureka!"
69. Mr. Hemingway
71. Certain family member, 
briefly
72. Monetary unit of Japan
73. Gives lip to

1. Fire residue
2. Badly Behaved, minus 
the "ghty"
3. * What a Quarterback 
does with a Football at the 
Super Bowl, with "It"
4. * Extravaganza at the 
Super Bowl
5. Clooney's former gig
6. * Funny Football Friends
7. Vent
8. * They're often shown 
during the Super Bowl 
telecast, commonly
9. Being
10. * They officiate Super 
Bowl games
11. House Siding, without 
the "minum"
12. * When doubled, it 
becomes a Prop for a 
Cheerleader at the Super 
Bowl
14. * Like the Super Bowl
18. Scottish hat
23. * They are one of the 
two Teams that must play in 
the Super Bowl, commonly
24. "No" to a Scot

25. Second Sight, 
smallily
27. * Something seen on 
a Football Field, with 
"Post"
29. Moray
30. Founded, for short
32. City of South 
America, with "Paulo"
39. * It takes place at the 
start of the Super Bowl
40. Keen on
41. Abbr. seen on a 
Flight Schedule
42. Sixties gr. joined by 
Neil Young
43. Interjection used to 
express mock surprise
44. * Some Football 
Players are on the what?
45. * They're made by 
Linebackers at the Super 
Bowl
46. Kept shrouded
47. Birth Day 
exclamation: "___ a 
Girl!"
51. * Receivers catch 
them at the Super Bowl
54. Choler
57. Dissertation, minus 
the "Th"
60. Competitors of Macs
61. Baseball stat.
63. "Dog" in French, 
minus the "Ch"
65. Additional, without 
the "E"
66. Small Slits, minus 
the "Sl"
70. God of the Sun of 
Egypt
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January 2021 News and Announcements 
2020 is finally behind us!

And all of God’s people said, 
“Amen!”

Here we are in a brand new 
year, but it seems like some 
of this new year might just be 
pa r t 2 o f 2020! F rom 
C O V I D - 1 9 s p i k e s t o 
violence in Washington D.C. 
we are starting the new year 
with a dissapointing bang. 

As I consider these days and times, I am reminded of the 
many “but God” passages in the Old and New 
Testaments.  One comes to mind right now.  In Matthew 
19:26 we read, “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With 
man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.’” Indeed, with God, many things are possible!

I am not sure what surprises this new year will bring, but 
I know that God is still on the throne and He will guide 
and lead us into a brand new day! 

Meanwhile, know that God loves you, we love, and wish 
you a Happy New Year

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 05

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar!  Hannah 
has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley 
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the 
university so she will serve three semesters.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Superbowl Sunday - February 7, 2021”

Postponed — TBA



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

Jonah Encounters God’s Grace, Mercy, and Call  

Continued on Page 5

Volume 3 Issue 05

essentially throwing something akin to dice to make a decision. Guess who lost this toss of the dice?  
Yep, Jonah lost, and rightly so!

Unsurprisingly, the crew had a slew of questions for him!  

Questions like: 

(1) “What did you do to bring this awful storm on us?” 
(2) “Who are you?”
(3) “What is your line of work?”
(4)  And so on…

Jonah fessed up and told them he was a Hebrew who worshipped the Lord, the God of heaven who made 
the sea and the land. Jonah also said to them that he was running away from the Lord. Seems kind of 
strange that a prophet who believed that God made the heavens and the sea would try to run away by land 
and sea! Let me modernize the crew’s response.  “Yikes!  Why would you do such a thing?”

No answer was apparently forthcoming from Jonah. So, as the storm raged, the crew asked Jonah how 
they could stop this life-threatening menace. His only solution was to throw him overboard to his doom in 
the stormy sea! 

Despite Jonah's initial plea to be tossed into the drink, sea that is, the crew feverishly tried even harder to 
row the boat ashore. It was to no avail; the storm was too great. So they tossed Jonah overboard with a 
splash and a sigh of relief as the storm abated. 

Little did he know it, but Jonah had his first gentile converts as the captain and crew were amazed by the 
Lord’s great power, and they offered him a sacrifice and vowed to serve him.

Rather than let Jonah perish in the deep, God arranged for a great fish to provide him a unique ride back 
to Nineveh. These were not precisely luxury accommodations, but it certainly gave Jonah a memorable 
time to think and reflect!

This brings us to Jonah, Chapter Two — While in the tomb-like belly of this great sea creature, Jonah 
decided to pray.  Good idea, eh? Perhaps if he had done that initially, he could have avoided this little 
divine backtracking journey to Nineveh. But as his life as slipping away with seaweed wrapped around 
his head, Jonah promised to serve the Lord and keep his vows. Jonah was then unceremoniously vomited 
onto the shores of Nineveh. 

Enter Jonah, Chapter Three — Once again, the Lord spoke to Jonah. “Get up and go to the great city 
of Nineveh, and deliver the message of judgment I have given you.”

This time, Jonah did as God had commanded and preached a pretty non-specific message, “Forty days 
from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” Non-specific message? Well, there’s no call to repentance, no 
solution to the problem, just a message of doom!

Despite Jonah’s half-hearted message, all of the people, from the King to the commoner, fasted and 
repented in sackcloth and ashes!
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Verse 10 tells us, “When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he 
changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.” 

End of the story?

Nope!

Jonah’s’ real reason for fleeing his call to preach to the people of Nineveh comes to light in the final 
chapter.

Jonah, Chapter Four — Was Jonah happy about His rousing evangelistic success in Nineveh? Not at all! 
Jonah fled God's call because he was afraid that his message of warning might be heeded by the people of 
Nineveh and that they might actually repent and be spared from destruction! What? Wasn't that God's 
intent? Yes, but wait, it gets worse! Despite being shown God's grace and mercy in his own disobedience, 
Jonah complains about that same grace and mercy when God showed those things to those he didn't like! 

Let’s go section-by-section on our way through chapter 10 to the end:

Jonah 4:1-4 reads, This change of plans [to destroy the people of Nineveh] greatly upset Jonah, and he 
became very angry. 2 So he complained to the Lord about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you 
would do this, Lord? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and 
compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from 
destroying people. 3Just kill me now, Lord! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I predicted will not 
happen.”

Let me stop for a moment and ask what you think about Jonah’s level of grace and mercy?  Pretty much 
non-existent, if you ask me!

The Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” No answer came from Jonah.  

Let’s read on... Jonah 4:5-6 Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter to sit 
under as he waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 And the Lord God arranged for a leafy plant to 
grow there, and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the sun. This eased 
his discomfort, and Jonah was very grateful for the plant. 

Did you notice what Jonah did? He went out to wait and watch, probably with lingering hopes that God 
would still destroy the city. But God's grace is now coupled with an unforgettable lesson attached to it!

Verses 7-9 But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the stem 
of the plant so that it withered away. 8 And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a scorching east wind to 
blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on his head until he grew faint and wished to die. “Death is certainly 
better than living like this!” he exclaimed. 9 Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
because the plant died?” “Yes,” Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!”

Then the Lord said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it there. It came quickly 
and died quickly. 11 But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention 
all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”

This unanswered question closes this short but powerful book. The Book of Jonah leaves us hanging as to 

Continued on Page 8
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A special event that helps to capture something of the vibrancy in the nineteenth century is the first World Missionary Conference, which 
was held in Edinburgh, Scotland, on June 14–23, 1910.

The climate that led to the Edinburgh conference in 1910 can, perhaps, best be summed up by the publication of John Mott’s The 
Evangelization of the World in This Generation. John Mott (1865–1955) was a great mission mobilizer, having founded and chaired the 
Student Volunteer Movement from 1888 to 1920, as well as serving as the traveling secretary of the YMCA (1888–1915). Thousands of 
students came through these movements and joined the ranks of the mission societies to serve cross-culturally. Over the course of his 
work, Mott traveled nearly two million miles, gaining a great deal of firsthand knowledge about the work of missions around the world. 
Mott became convinced that with better coordination and strategic thinking, the entire world could be evangelized in one generation. This 
led to the publication of Mott’s book in 1900, which sparked a wave of optimism about fulfilling the Great Commission in that generation. 
The book also highlighted the need for greater cooperation among the many mission agencies and more strategic thinking about the entire 
missionary enterprise. The conference in Edinburgh was designed to organize the final push for world evangelization. John R. Mott was 
named the chair of the event.

From the perspective of the twenty-first century, it would be easy to dismiss the conference as overly audacious in thinking they could plan 
for and organize the evangelization of the entire world. However, from the perspective of the early twentieth century, it was meticulously 
planned to be the most globally representative event in history. Rather than inviting delegates from churches, with their potential endless 
theological debates and ecclesiastical divisions, the invitations went out to every known mission society that was working with non-
Christian peoples. The societies were invited to send delegates based on a strict proportionality to the size and scope of the work of the 
missions organization. Thus, although the ethnic origin of most of the delegates was of European descent, they came, quite literally, from 
all over the world, bringing extensive, firsthand experience of the mission field.

The conference was organized thematically, with each day of the conference centered on one of the following themes:

1. Carrying the Gospel to All the Non-Christian World
2. The Church in the Mission Field
3. Education in Relation to the Christianization of National Life
4. Missionary Message in Relation to the Non-Christian World
5. The Preparation of Missionaries
6. The Home Base of Missions
7. Missions and Governments
8. Cooperation and the Promotion of Unity

(See W. H. Gairdner, Edinburgh 2010: An Account and Interpretation of the World Missionary Conference [Edinburgh: Oliphant, 
Anderson and Ferrier, 1910], 48–49.)

These eight themes shed light on what were considered the most important issues and concerns of the day. Themes one, four, and six 
highlight how dramatically the world has changed in the last century. In 1910 it seemed entirely plausible to divide the world into the 
“Christian” and “non-Christian” spheres, with the West representing the “Christian” world, and the Majority World the “non-Christian” 
world. In 1910, the “home base” of missions was, undoubtedly, the Western world. Today, such assumptions are no longer tenable. Theme 
two (“The Church in the Mission Field”) reflects the hunger for accurate information about the state of the church in the Majority World. 
Themes three and five reveal the long-term value of education in Protestant missions. Themes four and seven highlight the importance of 
understanding the challenges and issues raised by followers of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam, as well as the political contexts into which 
religion is embedded and that dramatically influence the missionary encounter. The last theme highlights the need for cooperation and 
collaboration as we collectively understand our shared roles in participating in God’s mission.

In conclusion, from the perspective of 2016, looking back on the legacy of the 1910 World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh, there are 
several key features that capture the legacy of the conference. First, Edinburgh 1910 initiated an entirely new structure and 
constituency for reflecting on Christianity in the world. By focusing on delegates from the mission societies rather than the churches 
themselves, they were able to bring together people who were personally engaged in missionary work and who understood the challenges 
that faced the church at that time. By making it a “working” conference, rather than a motivational or inspirational event, the delegates 
were required to read and prepare a considerable amount of material before arriving at the conference. Therefore, those who came were 
prepared for a serious engagement of important issues.

Second, Edinburgh 1910 marked the real birth of mission studies as a serious thing the church gives thought to. Today, for 
example, we have very detailed books, such as the Atlas of Global Christianity, or the World Christian Encyclopedia, which gives very 
detailed information about the world and where Christians are located, and so forth. Finally, over the course of the ten-day conference, 
there was a growing realization and recognition that Christianity was a truly worldwide movement. Never again could the Western 
church think honestly about the Christian movement in isolation from vibrant currents of indigenous Christianity around the world. 
Edinburgh 1910 was truly a turning point in the history of world Christianity. It is one of the great ironies of history that at a conference 
held in the heart of old Europe, the church, for the first time, captured a glimpse of a worldwide church.

As problems in the Western church seem to mount, it is encouraging to remember that we are part of a worldwide fellowship of Christians 
from around the world! It is not unusual for delegates from the countries of Africa to lovingly remind Western pastors of the gospel and 
the heritage we commonly share. This is one of the great strengths of being a part of a global movement.
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FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
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320 West Main Street
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Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
January 31, 2021

Third Sunday after Epiphany                    
Lectionary Texts:

Deuteronomy 18:15-20,                             
Psalm 111 (UMH 832),                                                                   
1 Corinthians 8:1-13,                                

Mark 1:21-28 
 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Jonah Encounters God’s Grace, Mercy, and Call  
Jonah’s response. Jonah’s hatred of the people of Nineveh was so great that he not only avoided sharing the 
words of life with them, but God’s forgiveness of the people of Nineveh made him want to die!  

It's the same temptation we face today, and that is the temptation to retreat, and like Jonah, some of us might 
even pray for God's condemnation of a culture that has become a cesspool of evil, and we anxiously await 
God's wrath to be poured out on it. Some people are even so hateful that they pray for the death and 
destruction of those they merely disagree with.

That is not the way of Christ! We are called to be witnesses of the grace, mercy, and love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to all we meet in this world. Praying for peace, reconciliation, and unity with all people.  

Will all receive that message of salvation by grace through faith?  Sadly, no, but the church is still called to 
go into the world and announce the good news that God is offering salvation as a free gift to any who will 
receive it, including those you consider to be the “Ninevites" of the world!

Let me close with a few questions...

• Who are the Ninevites in your life?

• So what’s your response to God’s grace, mercy, and call on your life?

• Will you book the earliest ship to a distant Tarshish or will you answer that call with a resounding yes?

Choose wisely and...

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


