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On the church calendar, today’s known 
as “Baptism of the Lord” Sunday. It is 
also the 1st Sunday after the Epiphany. 
If you remember, epiphany is a 
manifestation, a sudden revealing or 
perception of something or someone! 
Last Sunday, we saw the revealing of the 
infant Jesus to the wise men. This 
Sunday, we see Jesus revealed to John as 
the promised messiah!

As we're pondering what this event 
recorded in all four gospel accounts 
means to us, let’s consider the three 
major emphases on Jesus’ life and 
mission.  They are:

• Revelation,
• Identification, and
• Ministry

Let's read Mark's account of this event 
and then consider how these three 
aspects of Revelation, Identification, and 
Ministry were seen in Jesus' life and how 
they ought to be seen in our lives as 
well…

Mark 1:1-11, This is the Good News 
about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 
It began 2 just as the prophet Isaiah had 
written:

“Look, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you,

    and he will prepare your way.
3  He is a voice shouting in the 

wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!

    Clear the road for him!’”

4 This messenger was John the Baptist. 
He was in the wilderness and preached 
that people should be baptized to show 
that they had repented of their sins and 
turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of 
Judea, including all the people of 
Jerusalem, went out to see and hear 

John. And when they confessed their 
sins, he baptized them in the Jordan 
River. 6 His clothes were woven from 
coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather 
belt around his waist. For food he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 John 
announced: “Someone is coming soon 
who is greater than I am—so much 
greater that I’m not even worthy to 
stoop down like a slave and untie the 
straps of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit!”

[The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus]
9 One day Jesus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee, and John baptized him in the 
Jordan River. 10 As Jesus came up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens 
splitting apart and the Holy Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a 
voice from heaven said, “You are my 
dearly loved Son, and you bring me 
great joy.” [New Living Translation — 
NLT]

Putting this passage together with the 
other Gospel accounts, we see John 
preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.  

You may have seen some great revival 
preachers, but John had them all beat!  
His Holy Spirit empowered preaching 
was so powerful that the whole Judean 
countryside and many of the people of 
Jerusalem went out to hear his message 
and be baptized by him!

Let's imagine the scene from John's 
perspective...

John's entire ministry was one of 
actively being involved in getting 
people ready for the coming messiah. 
As such, he was sold-out to the cause of 
Christ. As the son of a Levitical priest, 
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Across 

1. * Cat foods
5. "Fet" Finisher
8. Seat, slangily
12. Venezuelan copper 
center
13. Wings
14. Try to prevent
16. Mr. Griffin
17. * Type of Terrier
19. Thanks to a Brit
20. Rule of Royalty
21. * Popular Pets
22. "Elec" Ender
24. Sea eagle (var. sp.)
25. * Loyal Canine: 
___ English Sheepdog
26. Skirt Styles
28. Greek deity
30. Particular Pronoun
32. Mr. Mineo
33. Jim Morrison was a 
what?

35. * What baby pets 
do
37. Metallic Mineral
39. Juicy Fruits
42. Mariner's direction
43. Inconclusive
45. French land masses 
on water
46. Summer hrs. in VA
48. Therefore
49. Island of the 
Marianas
51. * Fuzzy Friend
53. * Baby Beagle
54. Truant from the 
Trenches
57. Breezy
58. Name from 
"Fame" (1980)
60. Look Longily
61. Home appliance co.
62. * Cute Critter
64. E-Z Bake, for one
67. Speed detector

68. Bustles
69. Close by
70. * Bird's Bed
71. Negative in Nice
72. Unmarried 
woman's title in 
Spain, for short

Down 

1. Symbol in the 
Zodiac
2. Part of a hit song 
title by Sister Sledge
3. * Roundish 
Reptiles
4. * Long Lovely 
Lizards: ___ Monitors
5. More Maladied
6. Talk Together: ___ 
Unison
7. * Prickly Pals
8. Newspaper 
promos
9. Warning signal
10. Sedate
11. Denizens of the 
Deep
13. Land units in 
cottage country
15. Ground salt
18. Em follower
22. * Bird claws
23. Initials of a 
famed fashion 
designer
25. Certain 
Conjunction
27. "Don't Bring Me 
Down" gr.
29. Before, before
30. Atom
31. * Famous bird
33. * Coach dog

34. Certain 
number
36. * Sporting dog
38. ___ de Janeiro
40. Estuary
41. Plea made by 
Tommy in The 
Who's 
"Tommy" (1969): 
"___ me..."
44. * Prehistoric 
looking Pets
47. * They 
originate from 
Australia: Bearded 
___
50. Computer 
arrow direction
51. * Pets on Pets
52. Clooney's 
former gig
53. Group of Lions
55. Word With 
Where's
56. Acrylic fiber 
trademark
58. John Fogerty's 
gr.
59. Heard at a Star 
Wars Convention: 
"I've got ___ Solo 
action figure, and 
you don't!"
60. "Hush!"
63. TV Tube
65. * What all pets 
do
66. Gun Gr.
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January 2021 News and Announcements 
2020 is finally behind us!

And all of God’s people said, 
“Amen!”

Here we are in a brand new 
year, but it seems like some 
of this new year might just be 
pa r t 2 o f 2020! F rom 
C O V I D - 1 9 s p i k e s t o 
violence in Washington D.C. 
we are starting the new year 
with a dissapointing bang. 

As I consider these days and times, I am reminded of the 
many “but God” passages in the Old and New 
Testaments.  One comes to mind right now.  In Matthew 
19:26 we read, “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With 
man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.’” Indeed, with God, many things are possible!

I am not sure what surprises this new year will bring, but 
I know that God is still on the throne and He will guide 
and lead us into a brand new day! 

Meanwhile, know that God loves you, we love, and wish 
you a Happy New Year

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 03

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar!  Hannah 
has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley 
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the 
university so she will serve three semesters.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Odd Pets”

Postponed — TBA
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He left behind whatever comfort may have been his and went to the desert to fulfill prophecy and prepare the 
way for the Lord!

As he was preaching, John delivered such a powerful message that the people started to wonder if he wasn't the 
promised messiah! But John made it clear that he wasn't the one.  And so that no one would misunderstand him, 
John added that the one who would be coming was so far greater than he was that he wasn't even worthy to untie 
the Messiah's sandals, which was a job fit only for the lowest of servants. John may not have fully understood 
that Jesus was God in human flesh, but make no mistake about it, John knew that He was no mere human being.  

On this particular day, John was faithfully out in the wilderness preaching about the Messiah and baptizing the 
masses when it all started to come together. After completing a long 60-plus-mile journey on foot from Galilee, 
Jesus arrived on the scene. By the way, no one in the first-century would accidentally make such a journey into 
the wilderness!

And now, John saw the fulfillment of his ministry coming straight towards him in the person of his cousin Jesus. 
There he was, the Lord of glory in human flesh, the perfect Lamb of God who takes away the sin of this world, 
the Alpha and the Omega! John's head must have been spinning from delight and awe! I can imagine John 
standing in the midst of the waters of the Jordan and dropping to His knees in worship as Jesus approached. 
Then, Jesus told him the purpose of his visit: for John to do the unthinkable, to baptize him!

Luke tells us that John tried to talk Jesus out of such an idea and even pleaded with Him that he was the one who 
needed to be baptized by Him and not the other way around! But to no avail, Jesus told John that it must be done 
this way to fulfill all that God requires. And so, John did as Jesus had commanded and baptized Him!

And what followed was a wonderful manifestation of the Holy Trinity: There was Jesus, the Holy Spirit 
descending like a dove, and the voice of the Father in heaven speaking words of affirmation as to Jesus' true 
nature and person! The Father's voice said these familiar words, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.”

And so this part of the story ends.  

Jesus was revealed to John and those present that day, He identified with frail humanity in His baptism, and He 
would soon begin His public ministry!

Some preliminary questions come to my mind and maybe yours as well:

I. What exactly did Jesus mean when He said that this must be done to fulfill all that God requires?  The Old 
Testament Levitical Law required that those who were to enter into priesthood be 30 years of age, which 
Jesus was, and to undergo a mikveh or ritual baptism, which he did. Jesus is our high priest, and as such, He 
fulfilled the Law of Moses.

II. And why did Jesus even need to be baptized?  Mark mentions that John's baptism was one of repentance, but 
Jesus had no ritual contamination to be cleansed of and certainly no sinfulness from which to repent, so what 
gives?

• Was it merely baptism for baptism's sake? No, Jesus wasn't just checking off a box on a divine "to-do" 
list; it was much more powerful and intimate than that! Out of love and compassion for us all in our weak 
and frail humanity, He identified with us and fulfilled the law to become our high priest! 

• He not only identified with us, but He led the way as the perfect example!

Paul says it this way in Hebrews 4:14-16 “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through 
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the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

• He was clearly revealed for who He was, God in human flesh.  

• He identified with us in all ways, yet he did not sin.  

• He faithfully fulfilled His ministry!

• He fulfilled all that was required of Him to be our high priest and as the unblemished Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of this world!  

• He laid down his life on Calvary, died, was raised from the dead, and he now lives forevermore.  

• He came to give life and life more abundant so that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life! 

III. So why are we baptized?

1) Jesus commanded it, and by doing so, we reveal our allegiance to Him as the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords!

2) In so doing, we identify with the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and are 
incorporated into the family of God.

3) We actively reveal that identification through the ministry that we demonstrate in our daily lives, i.e., 
through the words that we speak, the love that we show, and the actions that we do.

If you've already been baptized,

• How will you reveal Him to others through your life and your words? For better or for worse, 
you will reveal something about your relationship with Jesus!  It might be good, or it might be 
bad, but you will reveal something!

• How will you identify with Him this year? Will your identification be as one of God’s faithful 
servants or servant of self?

• How will you be a minister of the Gospel?

As we remember our baptisms this morning, let us also remember the covenant that we made with God and each 
other during our baptismal ceremony. It is also a covenant that we renew each time someone is newly baptized in 
our congregation!

Baptismal Covenant II

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and we welcome you in Christian love.

As members together with you
in the body of Christ

and in this congregation
of The United Methodist Church,

we renew our covenant
Continued on Page 8
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
January 17, 2021

Human Relations Sunday                    
Lectionary Texts:
1 Samuel 3:1-10,                                           

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854),                        
1 Corinthians 6:12-20,                                             

John 1:43-51 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Baptism: A Sacrament of Identification and more!

faithfully to participate
in the ministries of the Church
by our prayers, our presence,

our gifts, our service and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified

through Jesus Christ.

Why not take this opportunity to more deeply identify with Jesus Christ and reveal that identification through a life 
that has been truly changed by the King of kings and the Lord of lords as you engage in active ministry?

Amid this COVID-19 pandemic and a world of strife and turmoil, I can't think of a better time than right now to 
reveal, identify, and minister to the world!  Can you?

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


