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There's something very 
neat about beginning a new 
year! Although we could 
do this any day of the year, 
it seems as if we have the 
chance for a fresh start on 
so many levels. We choose 
to begin afresh, focusing 
on our fitness, general 
health, or even a start new 
endeavor...it all somehow 
seems so fresh even though 
it's only one day later!

The thought of a New Year 
and the idea of a fresh start 
reminds me of a passage of 
Sc r ip tu re and , odd ly 
enough, a golf term that I 
heard years ago...

First, the golf term — The 
term became quite popular 
in the 1940s, and you 
probably have heard it 
b e f o r e . . . t h e t e r m i s 
a "Mulligan." A Mulligan  
in a game happens when a 
player gets a second 
chance to pe r fo rm a 
particular move or action. 
The p r ac t i c e i s a l so 
sometimes referred to as a 
"do-over." 

There are many theories 
about the origin of the 
term. The United States 
Golf Association (USGA) 
c i t e s t h r e e s t o r i e s 
explaining that the term 
derived from the name of 
a Canadian golfer, David 
M u l l i g a n , o n e - t i m e 
manager of the Waldorf 

Astoria Hotel in New York 
C i t y , w h o p l a y e d a t 
t h e  C o u n t r y C l u b o f 
Mon t r ea l  go l f cou r se 
during the 1920s. One 
version has it that one day 
after hitting a poor tee 
shot, Mulligan re-teed and 
shot again. He called it 
a "correction shot," but his 
friends thought it more 
fitting to name the practice 
a f t e r h i m .  D a v i d 
Mulligan then brought the 
concept from Canada to 
the famous U.S. golf 
c lub  Winged Foot . A 
second version has an extra 
shot given to Mulligan due 
to his being jumpy and 
shaky after a difficult drive 
over the Victoria Bridge to 
the course .  The f ina l 
ve r s ion o f the  Dav id 
Mulligan story gives him 
an extra shot after having 
overslept, rushing to get 
ready to make the tee 
time. 

Let's take a look at a New 
Testament Mulligan!

John 21:1-17  Later, Jesus 
appeared again to the 
disciples beside the Sea of 
Galilee. This is how it 
happened. 2 Several of the 
disciples were there—
Simon Peter , Thomas 
(nicknamed the Twin), 
Nathanael from Cana in 
G a l i l e e , t h e s o n s o f 
Zebedee, and two other 
disciples. 3 Simon Peter 

s a i d ,  " I ' m g o i n g 
fishing." "We'll come, 
too," they all said. So they 
went out in the boat, but 
they caught nothing all 
night. 4 At dawn Jesus 
was standing on the 
beach, but the disciples 
couldn't see who he was. 
5 He called out, "Fellows, 
have you caught any 
fish?" "No," they replied. 
6 Then he said, "Throw 
out your net on the right-
hand side of the boat, and 
you'll get some!" So they 
did, and they couldn't haul 
in the net because there 
were so many fish in it. 7 
Then the disciple Jesus 
loved said to Peter, "It's 
the Lord!" When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on his tunic 
(for he had stripped for 
work), jumped into the 
water, and headed to 
shore. 8 The others stayed 
with the boat and pulled 
the loaded net to the 
shore, for they were only 
about a hundred yards 
from shore. 9 When they 
got there, they found 
breakfast waiting for them
—fish cooking over a 
charcoal fire, and some 
bread. 10 "Bring some of 
the f i sh you 've jus t 
caught," Jesus said. 11 So 
Simon Peter went aboard 
and dragged the net to the 
shore. There were 153 
large fish, and yet the net 
hadn't torn. 12 "Now 
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Across 
1. * COMPAQ makes 'em
4. * Name on a sticker on an 
orange
11. Mr. Hammer, and others
14. Aah's partner
15. * Kind of Burger at Burger 
King
16. * Q. "Would you like a 
Coke ___ Pepsi with that?" A. 
"Um... I don't know ...how 
about a Dr Pepper?"
17. * Name in undergarments, 
without the "ytex"
18. Certain Continent, curtly
19. * Company behind many 
brands: ___ & Gamble
21. Prayer ender
23. Daniel Lewis connecter
25. Ms. Bonet
26. * Popular items in offices, 
with Notes
28. * Famous name in foods
30. (laP s'eyepoP) ___ evilO
32. Backward dove sound
33. * Photo film name
34. * Q. "They sell clothes 

now, too?" A. "Yes! ___ longer 
sells only makeup and personal 
care products, you know!"
36. * Clothes store in musical 
commercials
37. * Name in electronics and 
entertainment
40. * Band-Aids can be placed 
on scrapes on them
41. * Vicks Vapo___
42. * Brand of Beer
44. Mr. Asner, and others
45. Mr. Gibson ...flipped 
around?
46. * Fashionable name on 
many items, with Klein
47. * Beefaroni's maker: ___ 
Boyardee
49. Parent, for short
50. Lyric poem ...but it's 
backwards?
51. * PlugIns maker
53. * Betty Crocker product, 
with Hamburger
55. * Famous name on 
cars ...flipped around?
56. Particular Particle
57. * Ziploc makes them for 

storing sandwiches
59. * Kellogg's makes them
62. Wedding 
Announcement word
64. Promissory note
66. * ___ & Jerry's Ice 
Cream
67. * Good to the last drop! 
___ House
69. Dr.'s assistants
70. Suffix to "Meth"
71. * Brand of pain reliever
72. Caustic substance

Down 
1. * Brand eaten at 
Breakfast: ___-Tarts
2. * Coca or Pepsi
3. * Used some Head & 
Shoulders
4. * Said whilst watching 
television: "This turkey TV 
Dinner is ___ best, in my 
humble opinion!"
5. Radio Frequency letters
6. * Name in Home Fitness: 
___ Track
7. John Travolta's wife 
(Initials)
8. * Certain peanut butter, 
without the "Sk"
9. Calm, without the "ene"
10. Table Scrap ...spelled 
backwards?
11. Design
12. * Colgate's Competition
13. * Name in yummy 
baked goods (With #45D)
20. * Hair dye name
22. Certain epoch, without 
the "cene"
24. In the location of
27. As well
28. Distance measurement 
in Thailand
29. Mr. Wagner, to pals
30. Huron and Michigan, 
minus the "es"
31. Jealousy ...spelled 
backwards?

33. The Beatles = The 
___ Four
35. * Certain Coffee
36. * Wrigley's 
Spearmint ___
38. * Makeup Maker
39. Like a desert
41. NHL official
42. * M'm! M'm! Good! 
The ___ Soup Company
43. * Treat made with a 
Toy: ___-Cone
45. * See #13D
46. Military rank (abbr.)
48. He (Initials) used to 
co-anchor "20/20" (TV)
49. * ___ Speed Stick 
(Antiperspirant - 
Deodorant)
51. * ___ Giant (The 
jolly guy in the valley!)
52. Mr. Michaels
53. Legendary entertainer 
from Hawaii: Don ___
54. * Abbr. in a store 
flyer
55. Backward beginning 
of the alphabet
56. * Said in a Store: "__ 
__ (word and acronym) 
the biggest size you have 
here?"
58. * Name in electronics 
and entertainment
60. Quantity, briefly
61. * Makers of 
Munchies: Frito-___
63. "Evil Woman" gr.
65. Exploit
68. * Said in a Store: 
"___ aim to please!"
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January 2021 News and Announcements 
2020 is finally behind us!

And all of God’s peaople 
said, “Amen!”

Here we are in a brand new 
year, but it seems like some 
of this new year might just be 
pa r t 2 o f 2020! F rom 
C O V I D - 1 9 s p i k e s t o 
violence in Washington D.C. 
we are starting the new year 
with a dissapointing bang. 

As I consider these days and times, I am reminded of the 
many “but God” passages in the Old and New 
Testaments.  One comes to mind right now.  In Matthew 
19:26 we read, “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With 
man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.’” Indeed, with God, many things are possible!

I am not sure what surprises this new year will bring, but 
I know that God is still on the throne and He will guide 
and lead us into a brand new day! 

Meanwhile, know that God loves you, we love, and wish 
you a Happy New Year

Pastor Gary

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar!  

Volume 3 Issue 02

Hannah has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley 
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the 
university so she will serve three semesters.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Brand Names”

Postponed — TBA
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come and have some breakfast!" Jesus said. None of 
the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" They 
knew it was the Lord. 13 Then Jesus served them the 
bread and the fish. 14 This was the third time Jesus 
had appeared to his disciples since he had been raised 
from the dead. 15 After breakfast, Jesus asked Simon 
Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?" "Yes, Lord," Peter replied, "you know I love 
you." "Then feed my lambs," Jesus told him. 16 Jesus 
repeated the question: "Simon son of John, do you 
love me?" "Yes, Lord," Peter said, "you know I love 
you." "Then take care of my sheep," Jesus said. 17 A 
third time he asked him, "Simon son of John, do you 
love me?" Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the 
question a third time. He said, "Lord, you know 
everything. You know that I love you." Jesus 
said, "Then feed my sheep."

Let's look at this passage section by section:

John 21:1-3b Later, Jesus appeared again to the 
disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it 
happened. 2 Several of the disciples were there—
Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two other disciples. 3 Simon Peter said, "I'm 
going fishing." "We'll come, too," they all said..."

Just as a side-note, the Sea of Galilee is also known 
by its Roman name, the Sea of Tiberias. It is 
alternately known by its Old Testament name, 
the Sea of Chinnereth (Numbers 34:11)  

It was a familiar location for them, and since Jesus 
had last instructed them to meet Him in Galilee, this 
would be a suitable spot for them to wait for Him!

As the scene opens, I can only imagine what was 
going through their minds as they waited for Jesus' 
next visit with them. After all, they had all blown it 
by abandoning Jesus at a time when he needed them 
most. Although their feelings of guilt and shame may 
have been mild, Peter had downright denied knowing 
Jesus!

With stress and pressure building, I'm sure 
that impetuous Peter finally had enough of the 
waiting game, and so he proclaimed that he was 
going fishing! Since the rest of the disciples present 
that day all joined in, I can well imagine that they all 

probably felt the same way too! They might have 
been thinking, we don't know what to do while we 
wait, but there's one thing that we, sure enough, 
know how to do, and that's fish! That'll ease the 
pain of waiting and make us feel better too! I 
believe they all needed this fishing trip to make 
them see the importance of the calling from God 
on their lives to be the very first movers and 
shakers of the church!

Let me paraphrase verses 3b-8...

The seven disciples who went on Peter's mini-
fishing excursion probably entered into that trip 
with a fair amount of confidence that they, being 
able fishermen, would haul in at least a pretty 
good load of fish! But the last part of verse 3 tells 
us about the very first, and perhaps last ever, true 
fish story ever told! Let me read it to you, "So they 
went out in the boat, but they caught nothing all 
night."

At dawn after this discouraging night they see a 
lone person standing on the beach, but then they 
couldn't tell who it was. Jesus calls out to them a 
question that He already knew the answer too! He 
asked, "Fellows, have you caught any fish?"

Please notice their answer... "No," I can envision 
their heads hanging low as they responded!

Jesus then told them, "Throw out your net on the 
right-hand side of the boat, and you'll get some!"

They did, and the catch of fish was so great that 
they couldn't haul it in!

In his usual impetuous style, Peter realized that it 
was Jesus and jumped into the water to get to Him 
as fast as He could! By the way, this conveniently 
leaves the other 6 disciples the task of hauling in 
the fish with one less man!  

Thanks a lot, Peter!

This is where it gets interesting!

Let's take a closer look...

Volume 3 Issue 02
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When Peter and the others got to shore, we see Jesus setting the scene to allow Peter a Mulligan or do-
over!  

On the beach, we find Jesus cooking a meal for His disciples during the dawn of a new day, and the scene is 
completed as the Apostle John records explicitly that they were gathered around a fire of coals! Hold that 
thought!

Three times, Jesus asked Peter three similar and probing questions as to Peter's personal love for Him.

Each time that Peter answered "Yes" and affirmed his love for Jesus, Jesus told him to feed or tend His 
sheep or lambs.

This was Peter's Mulligan or do-over moment! It was his chance to "do-over" after his blunder of denying 
Jesus.

"How?" you say.

This is how. Think back to the night of Jesus' betrayal; it was when Peter was in the High Priest's courtyard. 
Along with others, Peter was warming himself by the coal fires and was asked if he knew Jesus three 
separate times, and each time, he denied His Lord.

This was when Peter blew it big time!

In our passage for this morning, Jesus once again has Peter by the fiery coals and gave him three 
opportunities for His own personal Mulligan/do-over, and this time Peter did it right!

Within those three questions and responses, Jesus sets Peter back on course of ministry!

I believe that as we enter into this New Year, God is also offering us a Mulligan with our continued life 
coupled with His mercy and grace. It is a chance to forget about the past and get on with everything God has 
called us to do and be!

I believe that as we enter into this New Year, God is also offering us a Mulligan with our continued life and 
His mercy and grace. It is a chance to forget about the past and get on with everything God has called us to 
do and be! The only question that remains is what will you do with this chance for a do-over? Will you take 
it and run headlong into what God has called you to do this year, or will you sit back and watch your dreams 
fall away like last year's commitment to lose weight and get in shape? Let me suggest that we all take the 
high road that leads to life more abundant!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 02
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A Stewpot Blessing from Our Community!
Volume 3 Issue 02



7 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 3 Issue 02



THE MAGNOLIA 
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FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
January 10, 2021

Baptism of Our Lord Sunday                    
Lectionary Texts:
Genesis 1:1-5,                                                 

Psalm 29 (UMH 761),                                   
Acts 19:1-7,                                             
Mark 1:4-11 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well 
as respect and reverence. White is used for all high 
Holy Days and festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter, as well 
as for baptism, marriage, dedications, and in some 
traditions for the ordination of ministers. In some 
church traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection.

SAD and CAD
Jan 6, 2021 | Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional

Seasonal Affective Disorder – with its appropriate acronym of SAD – 
is the result of a drop in the serotonin level caused by reduced 
exposure to sunlight in the winter. It can trigger depression, or at least 
a case of the blues. The cure for SAD is pretty simple. Spend some 
time in the sun. Recently, I’ve become aware of a brand new affective 
disorder. While it’s not yet been officially recognized, it is real and 
debilitating. COVID Affective Disorder – with its acronym of CAD – 
is the result of COVID’s prolonged disruption, forced isolation, and 
inability to do many of the things that bring you joy, meaning and 
hope. CAD can lead to severe depression, loss of energy, cynicism, 
anger and hopelessness. Thank God, however, that it has a cure – step 
into the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. He is waiting for you; in 

fact, he is longing for you to come to him. His unconditional, invitational and 
transformational love will never dim regardless of what happens as a result of COVID. And 
when you double down on him – even if you know your faith is far from being fully mature 
– you will discover that he will restore your purpose, joy, compassion, passion for God’s 
justice and hope. 


