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2020 is rapidly becoming 
nothing but a bad memory. 
Unfortunately, for many of 
us, the memory of this year 
w o n ' t b e l e f t b e h i n d 
entirely! Our hopes and 
prayers are that 2021 will be 
a better year, but somehow 
I'm not holding out great 
hope for world peace, 
polit ical integrity, and 
mutual love for one another 
as Christ commands us to 
have. I still have hope, 
though! For we know, 
Humanly speaking, it is 
impossible. But with God 
everything is possible. 
(Matthew 19:26- NLT)

With those thoughts in 
mind, let's hear this week's 
epistle passage.

Starting in chapter 3 of the 
epistle to the Galatians, Paul 
reminds them that they are 
God's children through faith.

As an added word of 
preface, Galatians 4:1-3 
reads, “Think of it this way. 
If a father dies and leaves 
an inheritance for his young 
children, those children are 
not much better off than 
slaves until they grow up, 
even though they actually 
own everything their father 
had. 2 They have to obey 
their guardians until they 
reach whatever age their 
father set. 3 And that’s the 
way it was with us before 
Christ came. We were like 

children; we were slaves to 
the basic spiritual principles 
of this world.”

Galatians 4:4-7 But when 
the right time came, God 
sent his Son, born of a 
woman, subject to the law. 
5 God sent him to buy 
freedom for us who were 
slaves to the law, so that he 
could adopt us as his very 
own children. 6 And because 
we are his children, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, prompting 
us to call out, “Abba, 
Father.” 7 Now you are no 
longer a slave but God’s 
own child. And since you 
are his child, God has made 
you his heir.

Maybe you're one of those 
folks who are blessed with 
the ability to leave painful 
memories, experiences, and 
day to day realities behind 
you; then you are truly 
blessed. I've more often than 
not found that such folks 
really don't fully understand. 
By the way, please don't 
counsel anyone who is so 
blessed!

Most of us try to forget the 
b a d a n d f o c u s o n 
remembering the good, but 
s o m e t i m e s t h e b a d 
memories and thoughts 
creep up and bites us when 
we least expect it.  

About a month ago, I 

mentioned that I'm part of 
a Facebook group for 
members facing specific 
challenges in life. As I 
spoke about it during 
prayer, I gave you the most 
recent statistics of two 
attempted suicides and one 
completed suicide. More 
statistically significant is 
that six (6) of our members 
have committed suicide in 
the past year. As one 
member noted, "I feel like 
one of the toys in the old 
C h r i s t m a s s p e c i a l , 
'Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer and the Island of 
Misfit Toys.'"

We watched the entire 
movie Friday! The film 
was released in 2001 and 
w a s v o i c e d b y R i c k 
Moranis, Jamie Lee Curtis, 
and Richard Dreyfuss.

If you don’t remember the 
movie, let me give you the 
Reader’s Digest version of 
it.

Rudolph was tired of being 
only a novelty person with 
his nose so bright, traveled 
to the Island of Misfit Toys 
with Hermey, the elf 
dentist, to perform a root 
canal on King Moonracer. 
After a successful dental 
procedure, Rudolph and 
Hermey encountered a 
storm on the way home. 
T h e y w o u n d u p o n 
Castaway Cove, where 
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Across 
1. * Ancient Roman god 
personifying the sun
4. It airs videos, commonly
7. * Ancient Greek god of war
11. * ".seY" .A "?ygolohtyM 
keerG tneicna ni dog ___ 
sI" .Q
14. Promissory note
15. * Great god of Memphis, 
in ancient Egypt
16. * Worshipped goddess in 
Assyrian and Babylonian 
religion
17. Zilch
18. * Greek Mythology: 
Queen of the Olympian gods
19. Give expression
21. Mongrel
23. * Egyptian deity who 
murdered his brother Osiris 
(var. sp. and bkwds.)
26. Dutch painter: Gerard ___ 
Borch (b.1617 - d.1681)
27. * Sun of Zeus

31. Bern's river
32. * God's abode
34. Feat
35. * This ancient Greek deity 
shares the name of a planet 
(bkwds.)
37. Mr. Pacino
38. Helped
39. * Egyptian goddess of 
fertility (bkwds.)
41. Verified piece of 
information
43. Things obtained at banks
46. Abbr. in a business name
48. * Said in Mythology Class: 
"___ a Titaness in ancient 
Greek Mythology."
52. Great Lake
53. * Greek goddess of ghosts 
and witchcraft
55. As well
56. * Deity worship locale
58. Poetic contraction
59. Curved segment
60. Ms. Carrere
61. What the Dollmaker said: 

"Look at the ___ just made 
for the new doll I'm 
working on!"
63. * Mother of the Irish 
gods
66. Mr. Aykroyd
68. * Q. "___ a Semitic 
deity?" A. "Yes."
72. * Norse deity
73. Australian flightless 
bird
74. * Goddess of the moon, 
in ancient Greece
75. * Cupbearer of the 
gods, in Greek Mythology
76. * Roman god of the 
underworld
77. Instituted, for short
Down 
1. Abba song
2. Shakespeare character, 
without the "ello"
3. Plucked instruments
4. * Goddess of wisdom, in 
Roman Mythology
5. "You" in French
6. * Roman god of fire
7. * Goddess of love, in 
Greek Mythology
8. Pathway, for short
9. Mr. Potato Head stick-on
10. Retro Rockers: ___ Na 
Na
11. Three-toed sloth
12. Rapid escape
13. * Greek deity who 
could change shape at will
20. Orange Pekoe
22. Down's opposite
23. Possesses
24. The 19th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
25. Sea eagle (var. sp.)
28. Rock group, with 
Zeppelin
29. Robert E. follower

30. Unusual
32. Said in Abbreviations 
Class: "___ the 
abbreviation for the 
period of 60 minutes."
33. Santa's helper
36. * Said in Mythology 
Class: "The ancient 
Roman god of water is 
known ___."
38. Hurt
40. Slippery stuff in 
winter
42. * An ancient Greek 
goddess
43. Allow
44. Iron follower
45. Point in the direction 
of
47. * God of the stream 
that was said to have 
circled the Earth, in 
ancient Greek 
Mythology
49. * Goddess of 
criminal rashness, in 
ancient Greece
50. Electrically charged 
particle
51. Grass roll
53. * Like the ancient 
Egyptian god Ra: Hawk-
___
54. Coming In, for short
57. Atomic #3
59. * Godly book
62. Compass point
63. Fun substance: Play-
___
64. Fruit drink
65. Calligraphy point
67. "Friend" in France
69. Bronze money of 
ancient Rome
70. Social insect
71. Mr. Corbusier
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January 2021 News and Announcements 
2021 is here! We hope and 
pray for a better New Year 
than we experienced in 2020!

We’re excited to see what 
God will be doing in our 
lives, our church, and our 
nation.  

In the meantime, we do have 
some exciting news to end 
2020 with and kick off 2021. 

The wonderful donations for The Stewpot were recently 
loaded onto trailors and transported to the Magnolia First 
United Methodist Church’s bus barn. Those stacked cans 
were to wait until we had more volunteers to sort and 
stock the shelves with the canned goods.  The blessing? 
We don’t have to wait! Thanks to super-heroes, Barry 
Ribble and Scott Nipper, we are able to cancel can-
sorting for The Stewpot that was scheduled for Saturday, 
January 9, 2021! Barry and Scott have sorted and stacked 
8,000-plus cans of food!! Be sure to thank them, when 
you see them!

Pastor Gary

January 03, 2021

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar!  Hannah 
has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley 
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the 
university so she will serve three semesters.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Deities”
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Continued on Page 5

discarded toys live. One unfortunate resident of 
Castaway Cove was Mr. Snuggles.

Meanwhile, the evil Toy Taker is stealing all of the toys 
from the island, including those new toys in Santa's 
workshop, claiming that he's saving them from the 
inevitable fact that children eventually outgrow their 
toys and throw them away. 

The residents living on the Island of Misfit Toys felt 
unwanted because of perceived flaws. The kite was 
afraid of heights! There was an unhappy boomerang 
that wouldn't come back. The Piggy Bank had no slot 
for coins and therefore had an empty belly, and the Jack 
in the Box was named Charlie. After all, Charlie 
reasoned, who would want a "Charlie in the Box"?

Are you with me so far?

If not, just watch the movie on YouTube, and you'll 
have a sweet trip down memory lane!

I won’t spoil the ending, but as Christmas cartons go, it 
was a happy one!

So what does this have to do with Galatians 4, 
Christmas, or anything for that matter?

To one degree or another, many folks live in the past or 
the painful present. They re-experience emotional 
traumas on an almost daily basis. They forget about 
their many blessings and focus on the negative.  As a 
result of this kind of thinking, they also forget who they 
are in Christ Jesus!

Philippians 3:12-14 I don’t mean to say that I have 
already achieved these things or that I have already 
reached perfection. But I press on to possess that 
perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but 
I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and 
looking forward to what lies ahead, 13 I press on to 
reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize 
for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.

We might not be able to supernaturally forget the past 
as it might appear that Paul was saying. Because if 
that's the case, then Paul never forgot who he used to be 
before Christ. Paul rejoiced at how God had brought 
him from darkness to the marvelous light of Christ. He 
just chose to not live in the past, and he decided to live 

into who Christ called him to be!

So, who are we in Christ?  

Let me give you one Scripture passage for each of 
the Twelve Days of Christmas!  I might even 
throw in some bonus commentary!

2 Corinthians 5:17  This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old 
life is gone; a new life has begun!

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He 
has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.

Romans 8:1 So now there is no condemnation for 
those who belong to Christ Jesus.

John 1:12 But to all who believed him and accepted 
him, he gave the right to become children of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For God made Christ, who 
never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that 
we could be made right with God through Christ.

Ephesians 2:6 For he raised us from the dead along 
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.

John 15:15  I no longer call you slaves, because a 
master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my 
friends, since I have told you everything the Father 
told me.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God gave us a spirit not of fear 
but of power and love and self-control.

Galatians 3:26 For you are all children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me. (ESV)

January 03, 2021
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Remembering Who We Are in Christ
Romans 8:37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.

• Maybe you feel like my friend, one of the toys on Misfit Island.

• Maybe you feel as though you have been thrown away and are living on Castaway Cove!

• Or perhaps, the worries of this world have stolen away your joy.

No matter what the world throws at you, remember who you are in Christ Jesus and that He will never leave you 
nor forsake you!

You have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Matthew 5:14 ESV “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”

1 Corinthians 1:2 ESV To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 
ours:

Philippians 1:6 ESV And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:16 ESV “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the 
mind of Christ.”

Ephesians 1:5 ESV He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will,

Romans 8:28 ESV And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose.

1 Peter 2:9-10 ESV But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.

Psalm 139:14 ESV I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul 
knows it very well.

Colossians 1:13 ESV He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son,

Ephesians 4:24 ESV And to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness.

Romans 6:6 ESV We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought 
to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.

Ephesians 1:1 ESV Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
are faithful in Christ Jesus:

(continued on p. 8)

January 03, 2021



The Magnolia Messenger6 of 8

Do We Believe Our Prayer Makes a Difference?
So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. The night before Herod was to 
bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at 
the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side 
and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. Then the angel said to him, 
“Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel 
told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really 
happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate 
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one 
street, suddenly the angel left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the 
Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were 
hoping would happen.” 
(Acts 12:5–11 NIV)

It should be obvious that prayer was prominent in the early church and prayer is connected with the Holy Spirit 
and power. No prayer, no Holy Spirit; no Holy Spirit—no prayer and no power.

The above Scripture is a part of a dramatic story. As always, the context is important. King Herod, the grandson 
of the Herod who presided over the slaughter of the innocent children when Jesus was born, is now persecuting 
the church. This Herod not only inherited his grandfather’s name, but also seems to have inherited his violent 
nature, The Bible says that he “laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church” (v. 1 ESV). One of 
those was James. Herod arrested James and ordered his execution. When there was no great public outcry against 
this execution, he decided to do the same with Peter, the leader of the Christian community in Jerusalem.

Peter was scheduled for the same sort of execution that James experienced. However, on the very night that he 
was to meet his death, he was sleeping, bound in chains, guards inside and outside his cell. An angel appeared in 
the cell, called for Peter to get up, and when Peter did, mysteriously his chains fell off. The angel instructed him 
to put on his cloak and sandals and follow him.

Peter thought he was dreaming; this couldn’t be actually happening. He soon became convinced, however, when 
the cell door was opened, and he followed the angel down a corridor. At the end of the corridor, there was an iron 
gate that was kept locked at all times. But when Peter and the angel reached the second guard post, the Iron Gate, 
it swung open. As the Bible puts it, “it opened for them of its own accord” (v. 10 ESV).

When Peter was finally out on the street, he realized what was happening. He said to himself, “Now I know it is 
true. The Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches” (v. 11).

Peter knew immediately where he was to go. His friends had gathered in the house of one of the believers and 
were holding an all-night prayer vigil for him. They knew how desperate the situation was, and there didn’t seem 
to be much they could do about it. They were no match for Herod and the authorities. The one thing they could 
do, though, was pray. No one left the prayer meeting early that night; they kept on praying during those long, sad 
hours.

The story gets a bit humorous at this point. When Peter knocked at the door, a young woman named Rhoda 
responded and asked who it was. When Peter identified himself, she was so overjoyed that she left him standing 
there, and went to tell her friends that he was alive. Now comes the interesting factor: they didn’t believe her. 
They had been praying all night, and yet they didn’t believe that Peter had been delivered.

The story tells us about the effectiveness of prayer, but it also reminds us that many times we pray, not expecting 
anything to happen. It tells us also that many of us think of prayer as a last resort, a kind of last-ditch effort. 
When everything else fails we conclude, “Guess there’s nothing left to do but pray.”

Incidentally, if you have problems with this story, you will have trouble with the entire biblical witness. 

January 03, 2021
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FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
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Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
January 03, 2021

Epiphany Sunday  
                  

Lectionary Texts:
Isaiah 60:1-6,                                                  

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795),                          
Ephesians 3:1-12,                                               
Matthew 2:1-12 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well 
as respect and reverence. White is used for all high 
Holy Days and festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter, as well 
as for baptism, marriage, dedications, and in some 
traditions for the ordination of ministers. In some 
church traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection.

Remembering Who We Are in Christ
Throughout Scripture, God miraculously delivered from desperate circumstances: the Hebrew people crossing safely 
through the Red Sea; Daniel spending the night in the lion’s den while the king who put him there spent a sleepless 
night; and on and on it goes. The Bible is full of stories of the miraculous intervention of God, and Peter’s release 
from prison is one of them.

So, what would happen if we put prayer first? What if the church believed that prayer is the greatest resource we 
have, not just praying, but praying from the perspective that we are acting as the Lord’s intercessor?

Don’t let the drama hide some sobering truths. Though the Christians were praying, they were obviously not offering 
bold prayers of intercession, and certainly there was not high expectation that their prayers would be answered. If 
there had been bold prayers—“in the name of Jesus, Lord deliver our leader; free him from Herod’s evil forces”—
Luke would have recorded it. Throughout his account of Acts, he gave careful attention to specific prayers and 
astounding answers. Had the story been otherwise, he would have wanted to use it as evidence that intercessory 
prayers were answered.

They prayed, yes, but probably the way too many of us pray, asking that Peter be sustained and strengthened. Though 
knowing what Herod intended to do, there was no bold, confident calling to the Lord for a miraculous intervention.

Note also that when God did exceedingly more than they asked, thought, or even imagined, they couldn’t believe it. 
“You’re out of your mind,” they told Rhoda when she tried to tell them that Peter was free and was at the door.
And maybe we should be “out of our minds” if our minds hinder us from boldly interceding.


