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Senior Sunday — 2022 
Graduation is an exciting time. It's a time that you have looked forward to for years. 
How many times have you said, "I can't wait until I graduate because then I will be 
able to __________" (Fill in the blank) Guess what? That time is almost here. It's 
taken you 18 years to get here, which means:

• You have been in school now for 2,160 days.
• You have spent 12,960 hours in classes.
• That translates into 777,600 minutes.
• You've been around 216 months. (216 
months /12 months =18 years!)
• You have been breathing for 936 weeks.
• You've been here 157,248 hours.
• You've been living in this world for 9,434,880 
minutes.
• You've slept 52,500 hours.
• You've watched T.V. for 12,173 hours.
• You've spent 7,488 hours eating. (Mostly 
pizza and chicken Express at Youth Group!) 

If you cannot remember High School, then 
consider that by the time we are 70 years old, 
or as the Bible puts it, 3-score and 10 years, 
you’ll have…

•  Slept - 24 Years
•  Worked - 14 Years
•  Played - 8 Years
•  Eaten -   6 Years
•  Driven - 5 Years
•  Talked - 4 Years, though some of us may exceed this considerably!
•  Gone to school - 3 Years
•  Been Sick - 3 Years
• Studied and Read - 3 Years

M o s t o f y o u w e r e b o r n a r o u n d t h e y e a r 2 , 0 0 4 . Y o u p r o b a b l y 
were wrinkled, red, bald, toothless, and could barely see. Not only that, but you 
were crying, complaining, and had no clothes on. And throughout that time, you've all 
had some successes and some failures. This couplet is a normal part of life. As the old 
Virginia Slims commercial used to say, "You've come a long way, baby!” And 
throughout that time, you’ve all had some successes and some failures, they are both a 
part of life.

And now, you've reached the time that most of you were looking forward to, 
graduation! It's an exciting time in life! But along with the excitement, there will be 
many challenges and temptations to steer you away from your dreams, goals, and even 
your faith. So this morning, I'd like to share some thoughts with you as you prepare for 
this next major life event. 

To do so, I brought my key chain. Although many of the keys look similar, only one 
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Across 

1. * Playwright of "Peter Pan"
7. Haggard novel
10. Item worn by Monica
13. * Play of 1928 by #9D: "___ Interlude"
14. Promissory note
15. * Member of the great theatrical Lupino family who found her fame in 
the movies
16. Hemp shrub
17. Word before Gratin
18. * Partial title of a play that's part of Neil Simon's autobiographical 
trilogy
20. Accordingly: ___ turns out
22. Heavyweight champ
24. Ostrich-like bird
25. * George Bernard Shaw play of 1923
29. Maple Syrup base
32. Type of program on the WWW
34. Forlorn
35. Cdn. City: Sault ___ Marie
36. Consumed
37. * Shakespeare wrote it, Hamlet said it: "To be, ___ to be..."
39. Guido's note
40. Jillian and Landers
41. * Famous play that has the characters Estragon and Vladimir
45. Never: ___ point in time
46. Table scrap
47. Flynn of Flicks
48. Customary Observance, minus the "ual"
49. Compass point
50. Lifesaver, for short
52. Single
53. Lah-di-___
54. * George Bernard Shaw play of 1913
57. Record label
59. One Time connecter

60. Accompanying
63. * Ugo Betti play of 1927: "The ___"
67. Sodium Symbol
69. British gold medal runner: Sebastian ___
70. French coin
71. Once Lifetime connecter
72. * Star of the movie version of the musical "My Fair Lady" (Which is 
based on the play at #54A)
74. * "A Night at an ___": Play of 1916 by Irish playwright Edward J.M.D. 
Plunkett (Also known as Lord Dunsany)
75. * Stoppard the Playwright
76. * Desired military command, in Neil Simon's "Biloxi Blues", for example

Down 

1. Heat quantity measurers, for short
2. * Lorraine Hansberry's critically acclaimed play of 1959
3. Sun God
4. Genetic stuff, for short
5. * Tennessee Williams play of 1961: "The Night of the ___"
6. Cummings the Poet
7. * Title for the Playwrights at #1A and #32D
8. Word with Polloi
9. * Mr. O'Neill who wrote "Beyond the Horizon" (1920)
10. * Play by William Shakespeare
11. * Shakespeare comedy: "Much ___ About Nothing"
12. * George Bernard Shaw play of 1894: "Arms and the ___"
13. Health resort
18. Trinket, minus the "ou"
19. Metric unit of length, for short
21. "Thanks" to a Brit
23. Company abbr.
26. Heard in Music Class: "Miss, ___ the seventh tone of the diatonic scale?"
27. Norwegian capital
28. Essential oil (var. sp.)
30. Heard in the Theater District: "I think we should go to the show ___ this 
time because the tickets are usually less expensive."
31. * Francis Beaumont play of 1607: "The Knight of the Burning ___"
32. * Playwright who wrote "Private Lives" (1930)
33. Certain payment, with "Ex"
38. Prefix that means "Ear"
39. Newt
40. Heard in Kindergarten: "Class, what is the first letter of the Alphabet --
___ B?"
42. Snoopy
43. Mr. Louganis
44. Old Spice?
49. * Play of 1941 written by #32D, with "Blithe"
50. * Animal that is part of the title of a Tennessee Williams play
51. * Gore Vidal play: "Visit to a Small ___"
55. Partners for Pas
56. "That hurt!"
58. Abbreviation with Everest
61. Ripped
62. Biddy in the Barnyard
63. Electronics acronym
64. Charged particle
65. Co-producer of the U2 album "All That You Can't Leave Behind"
66. * Shepard the Playwright
68. Primate mimer
72. It goes with "Gotcha!"
73. "Summer of '69" singer (Initials)
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Coach Ben Lindsey with the Magnolia United Methodist Men
We were blessed at the 
M a g n o l i a U n i t e d 
Methodist Men’s group 
last night! 

Coach Ben L indsey 
spoke to us about the 
f a n t a s t i c P a n t h e r s 
Basketball team. This is a 
team with the guts and 
g u m p t i o n t o d o 

everything it takes to put forth their very best 
efforts, on the court and off. Coach Lindsey spoke 
about the incredible pride he feels with the 
Panthers. I can understand the feeling of pride he 
expressed. In the photo above, Coach Lindsey 
described the blessing of growing up in Magnolia 
and his many go-kart adventures from his home to 
the parking lot of Asbury UMC! He suspected that 
there might still be some visible remnants of his 
parking lot excursions! 

Coach Lindsey told us many inspiring stories of 
current players and those players of days gone by. 
They were smile-inducing, but his heart for his 
team shone through when Coach went beyond the 
joy of victories and basketball. As much as Coach 
said he loved basketball, his caring heart went out 
to his High School team. Coach recounted times 
when he taught students how to drive using his own 
vehicle! (“You’re a better man than I,” said, Gunga 
Din!). Helping students with food challenges, 
clothing needs, and being there emotionally during 
times of pain were part of his life and ministry. Yes, 
Coach Lindsey is a top-notch basketball coach, but 
he is also a man of compassion, care, and great 
love! There is a quote I recently came across that 
reminds me of Coach Lindsey, “People with great 
passion can make the impossible happen!” I hope 
and pray that we will all be such people!

Coach, we are proud to have you and your beautiful 
family as Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
members!

Volume 4 Issue 21

Thanks to Pastor Moore and the Magnolia United 
Methodist Men for the great food and for hosting this 
inspirational time together!

Pastor Gary

“Plays” — Crossword Solution
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will open the door to the parsonage, and only one will open the door to the church, etc. Each one was made to the exact 
specifications for the intended door. The original key, and any copies made afterward, followed a specific pattern that 
ensured the key would work. That key started out as smooth as the blank key I have on this chain.

Similarly, you could etch out a different sort of "key" that led to your success in high school. Or, to use the "key" 
analogy, cut the needed grooves that allowed you to develop into the young men and women you are today. I know this 
was not totally your own doing because you had some help along the way like all of us. Your parents, teachers, friends, 
and others helped you develop the best habits throughout the years.

The blank key represents each of you as you begin this next leg of your journey in life. A blank key is placed next to the 
original to make a working copy; you will also need a good original from which to copy to make you the best possible! 
Although the key to your success in college, marriage, and beyond might have some similar-looking cuts and grooves, 
you are now going to a brand new level of learning, living, and life experiences. 

So, let me describe a few of the most critical cuts into this new key that will give you the best possible chance of 
success in the coming years:

I. The First Key Cut is to: Face Your Fears. (2 Timothy 1:7)

We can all occasionally become afraid. Some people are fearful of storms; some are afraid of birds or animals; others 
fear not being accepted or not being liked, or fear failing. We all have fears, and it's not wrong to have such worries. 
What is wrong is when we let those fears begin to control us. It becomes detrimental when we become consumed by it. 
When we start to live in a constant state of fear, we risk not doing important things because of fear.  

Here’s an interesting example: A university conducted a test where 10 students were placed in a room. Three lines of 
varying lengths were drawn on a card. The students were told to raise their hands when the instructor pointed to the 
longest line. But 9 of the students had been instructed beforehand to raise their hands when the instructor pointed to the 
second-longest line. One student was the test subject. The usual reaction of the test subject was to put his or her hand 
up, look around, and, realizing that he or she was all alone, pull it back down. This happened 75% of the time, with 
students from grade school through high school. This 1 (one) person would go along with what everyone else would 
say. Why? Out of fear, they succumbed to peer pressure. Fear of being wrong. Fear of not being accepted!

So, how do we overcome this fear? In 2 Timothy 1:7, the Apostle Paul reminds us, “[For] God did not give us a spirit of 
fear but of power and love and self-control.”

Our fears won't always vanish instantly, but we can face our fears with God in control. Our fears won't always vanish 
instantly, but we can face our fears with God in control. The empowerment of the Holy Spirit will give us the ability to 
do what life demands, love when others hate, and maintain control when our fears arise. Max Lucado wrote, “Fear 
doesn’t want you to make the journey to the mountain. If he can rattle you enough, fear will persuade you to take your 
eyes off the peaks and settle for a dull existence in the flatlands.”

Now that you know how to handle your fears, let's consider another area that can  cause us to take our eyes off of our 
dreams. That is the memory of past failures; once again, we will draw our insight from Paul, who encourages us to….

II. The Second Key Cut is to: Forget Your failues and Be Persistent  (Philippians 3:13-14)

No one likes to fail or even remember their failures. Unfortunately, many people constantly dwell on their failures. One 
might even be overheard saying, “Oh, I don’t want to do that because I tried it before and failed.” Graduates, I want to 
let you in on a little secret. Everyone will fail at one point in their life, but let me let you in on another secret. Failures 
are not the end of the world, but rather they are the beginning of success.  Learn from them, and then go on!

What does this mean for our lives? Listen to what Paul wrote in Philippians 3. Paul was in prison, chained to a Roman 
guard, under what were probably deplorable conditions when he wrote, “Forget what is behind you and press forward.”  
Philippians 3:13-14 
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Paul believed 2 things: 

1. He refused to allow failures to destroy his life, which is a good thing because Paul made many mistakes, 
including persecuting Christians. 

2. He refused to allow his failures to keep him from his goal. In other words, he wasn’t going to let his failures 
control or define him.

So, it’s not a matter of “if” you fail, but “when.” And when we fail, we must learn from it and then put it behind us. 
Learn from them, but don't obsess over them! We must never allow failure to make us quit trying. 

There is a neat story from “Sunshine Magazine” which goes like this. He was only twenty-three years old when a 
Gloucester youth saw this advertisement in a Boston newspaper: “Wanted, young man as an understudy to a financial 
statistician. P.O. Box 1720.” He answered the advertisement...but received no reply. He wrote again—no reply. A third 
time—no reply. Then he went to the Boston post office and asked the name of the holder of Box 1720. The clerk refused 
to give it. He saw the postmaster. He, too, refused; it was against the rules. Early one morning, an idea came to the 
young man. He rose early, hurriedly ...went to the post office, and stood sentinel [watch] near Box 1720. A man appeared 
after a long interval, opened Box 1720, and took out the mail. The young man trailed him to his destination, which was 
the office of a stock brokerage firm. The young man entered and asked for the manager. The youth told the manager how 
he had applied for the position of understudy to a statistician—that he had written three times without receiving any 
response, and had been refused the box-holder's name at the post office. "But," queried the manager, "how did you find 
out that I was the advertiser?” "I stood in the lobby of the post office for several hours, watching Box 1720," answered 
the young man. "When a man came in and took the mail from the box, I followed him here.” The manager said, "Young 
man, you are just the kind of persistent fellow I want. You are [hired]!”—Sunshine Magazine

So: Be persistent and don’t give up!

III. This brings us to THE FINAL CUT IN OUR KEY for this morning and that is: FOLLOW YOUR FAITH and 
HELP OTHERS . (HEBREWS 12:1-3)

In the original Olympic games in ancient Greece, the greatest event  was a race up and down mountains. Speed wasn’t 
the most important issue because the runner ran the race with a flaming torch. The winner was not necessarily the first 
person to reach the finish line. It was the person who crossed the line with the flame still burning. 

The moral of this story: We need to run the race so that we don’t put out the flame. We might be later in crossing the 
line, not only because we are protecting our own flame but also because we are lighting the torches of others whose 
flames have gone out. As someone has said, winning is about finishing well, not just finishing first.

The apostle Paul tells us if we want to finish our mission in life successfully, “…let’s also run the race that is laid out in 
front of us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, get rid of 
the sin that trips us up, 2 and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and perfecter.” (CEB)

So there you have it: 

1. Face your fears, and don’t let them control you and stop you from your dreams!
2. Forget your failures, learn from them, but don’t let them paralyze you into inaction!
3. Finally, get rid of anything that might trip you up and Follow your Faith!

In a moment, I'm going to give you one of these blank keys on a chain. Let it be a symbol to remind you of the journey 
ahead in your life and the love and prayers that go with you all. Wear it around your neck, hang it from your rear-view 
mirror, or some other place where you will see it every day. Let it serve as a daily reminder of how carefully shaping 
your life can open new doors of opportunity in life. 

As each of you makes crucial decisions, take specific paths in life, and follow God, this will etch a new pattern in your 
life. In the same way that a key is to be carved and created to be of use, you, too, will shape your life to be all that God 

Senior Sunday — 2022 
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Senior Sunday — Photos

has created for you to be. I guarantee that as long as you keep God at the forefront of all that you do, you will not 
only be blessed, but you will be a blessing to God and to the others you meet.

I will close and leave each of you with a prayer from the Book of Numbers:

24 “May the Lord bless you and protect you. 
25 May the Lord smile on you

    and be gracious to you.
26 May the Lord show you his favor

    and give you his peace.’ 
(Numbers 6:24-26)

My brothers and sisters, let us all remember that we have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

Senior Sunday — 2022 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 22, 2022

6th Sunday of Easter               
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 16:9-15;                                              
Psalm 67 (UMH 791);                                

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5;                                 
John 14:23-29 

 Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

