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Whose Voice Are You Listening to?
John 10:22-30 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of 
Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. 23 He was in the Temple, walking through the 
section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The people surrounded him and asked, 
“How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.”

25 Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The proof is the 
work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But you don’t believe me because you are not my 
sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for 
my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one 
can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” (NLT)

“Whose voice are you listening to?” Maybe you’ve clearly spoken some word of love, 
encouragement, or even correction to a son, daughter or other loved one, but they 
somehow managed to misinterpret the clear words that you spoke. Perhaps you too 
wanted to ask, “Whose voice are you listening to?” It happened to Jesus some 2,000 
years ago in Jerusalem.  Let me tell you about a one of them.

It was about 2-months before the events that you just 
heard about Jesus had arrived in Jerusalem for the 
week-long Feast of Tabernacles. He had been teaching 
and preaching powerfully and healing the sick. The 
words He spoke along with the miracles of healing 
should have clearly stood as a visible testimony of who 
Jesus was as the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One. 

The Apostle John wrote, “I am the good shepherd; and 
I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 15 As the 
Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 
16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they 
will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.17 “Therefore My 
Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 No one takes it 
from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”  John 10:14-18 (NKJV)

Those should have been words of poetry and comfort to the ears of all of His hearers 
that day. But despite those words of love that Jesus spoke and the many miracles He 
openly performed, the people's response was surprisingly mixed. John records their 
responses, “Some said, “He’s demon possessed and out of his mind. Why listen to a man 
like that?” 21 Others said, “This doesn’t sound like a man possessed by a demon! Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?” (John 10:20-21 — NLT)

This was one of the many times Jesus must have thought, “Whose voice are you guys 
listening to?”

Over the next two months, and despite the disappointing mixed reaction, Jesus 
continued to preach, teach, and heal all those hurting.
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Eastertide, What’s That?
Rather than personal 
reflections this week, I 
am here is an article 
about Eastertide from 
umc.org  and ther sources 
that explain this season.

For Christians, Easter is 
not just one day - it's a 
season of 50 days, a week 
of weeks, derived in its 

length from the fifty days between Passover and 
Pentecost (which means fiftieth) in Judaism. Easter 
season begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and 
ends with Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see 
Acts 2).

Easter season is more than an extended celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, 
Lent was a season when persons who wished to 
become Christians were learning how to live the 
way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on Easter 
Sunday. Christians have referred to this time of 
formation as "catechesis" or "echoing the way of 
Jesus." The original purpose of the Easter season 
was to continue the formation of new Christians in 
the faith. Christians have historically referred to this 
formation process as "mystagogy" or "leading 
people into the mysteries." 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice 
and experience what we mean when we say Christ 
is risen and that we, as the church, are the body of 
the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the 
core doctrines and mysteries of the faith and for 
preparing for the ministries the Spirit has 
empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name.
 
What could you do during this time?  

• You could meditate upon what the resurrection 
says about the character of Jesus Christ as the 
Righteous One of God (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:25-28).

• You might ponder the fact that death has been 
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swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54-56).

• You could reflect upon the fact that the very power 
that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you today 
(Ephesians 1:15-23).

• You might think of how the resurrection of Jesus is a 
precursor to your own resurrection (1 Corinthians 15).

• You could consider how the resurrection gives us 
“new birth into a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3).

Pastor Gary

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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Failure, Forgiveness, and Freedom
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Be forewarned because I will take some artistic license here, but imagine the scene with me… 

On this particular day in December, there was a briskness to the air as Jesus walked through the area of the Temple 
known as Solomon’s porch. Solomon’s porch was a covered area where one could walk, think, and engage in lively 
conversation ,protected from the snow and the rain. It was festival time, and the people were celebrating The Festival of 
Hanukkah. This was a celebration of the time of great deliverance from the oppressive reign of the wicked Syrian King 
Antiochus Epiphanes. As such, the Temple was filled with lights, as was every Jewish home. You might better know it 
as The Festival of Lights!

I suspect Jesus was taking in all of this beauty and history. Still, amidst all of this light and celebration, a group of 
religious leaders surrounded him like a pack of hungry wolves stalking their prey! “So much for some peace and 
solitude!” He must have thought. They barked their question at Him, “How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are 
the Christ, tell us plainly.”

He must have been getting pretty tired of this line of questioning by now, particularly since they had heard Him teach, 
preach, and perform miracle after miracle. With no real desire to listen to His voice, let alone follow Him, they only 
asked so they could have a reason to publicly stone Him to death for blasphemy! 

Jesus most likely wondered, “Whose voice were they listening to?” It certainly wasn't His voice! It wasn’t the voice of 
the Holy Spirit, and it wasn’t the voice of the Father either! Despite everything they had witnessed, it was pretty clear 
that they just didn’t get it, refused to get it, or just didn't want to get it! So Jesus answered them, “I have already told 
you, and you don’t believe me. The proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But you don’t believe me because you 
are not my sheep.” (NLT)

It would appear that they weren’t too keen on His answer, so He added that my sheep hear my voice, I know them, they 
know me, and they follow me, but to no avail! He told them of the love and protection He gives to them and finally 
gave them what they wanted to hear when He said, “The Father and I are one.” This sent them into a murderous rage 
in which they picked up stones to stone Him for blasphemy. But it was not His time yet, and so Jesus evaded them for 
the time being. And so ended this chapter of his story.

As I thought about this passage, my question was the same, Whose voice were they listening to?  One could certainly 
make a case that it was the voice of the devil himself, but I think it’s just as likely they were listening to the voice of 
self and ego.  Jesus was upsetting their whole theological apple cart.  If He was right, they would have to change. Their 
position of authority with the government and high status with the people would be altered, but they would have none 
of that!

As I thought about them, I couldn’t help but wonder, whose voice are we listening to? Are we listening to Jesus’ voice? 
Or are we also a little hard of hearing and seeing when it comes to Jesus? Not in the same way those religious leaders 
were, but in our modern woke, politically correct, and theologically sophisticated way that purports to know better than 
Jesus when He gives us His commandments and way to live! 

Besides our own occasionally self-centered voices giving us direction, there are many other deceptive voices in the 
world trying to guide us according to their worldview. These voices tell you who you are, what you should want, and 
who you should be. Sometimes even telling you that you are a terrible person for just being you!

The real question is, or a least should be, whose voice can you trust? 

The challenging task of walking by faith, not by sight, is to focus on that which is most important. That being, the life 
and light of Jesus and respond to all that He has done for us and commanded. Jesus gave us directions and assurance 
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when He said, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." 

The religious leaders did not want to hear His voice, let alone follow Him. No promise or hope was given to them, but 
for those who had ears to hear and hearts of faith to believe, He gave some beautiful promises! It would seem as if many 
of our modern religious leaders don't fare much better.

1.) He promised us eternal life. He promises that if we will, by grace through faith, become members of his flock, we 
can have the assurance of eternal life. Death would not be the end but the beginning; we would know the glory of an 
indestructible life.

2.) He promised that a secure life. No outside force can snatch us from his hand. Not your neighbor, not the 
government, or even the latest screeching Tik Toker! This doesn’t mean that we’ll be saved from sorrow, suffering, or 
death, but the promise is that in the scariest and the darkest hours of life, we can still feel of God’s protective arms 
embracing us. Even in a world that feels like it's crashing down around us, we can know the Peace of God.   

The Good Shepherd's voice is a voice that sets us free rather than enslaves and oppresses us. It doesn’t say, “Do this, and 
then maybe you will be good enough to be one of my sheep.” His voice lovingly says, “Come to me in faith and I will 
never leave you nor forsake you. As the Good Shepherd, He’s already laid down His life for your eternal safety and no 
one can snatch you out of His hand.” 

Secure in our belonging to Him, we are free to live the kind life which Jesus spoke about earlier in this same chapter, “I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

This life more abundant is the gift of God!

1.) Not sure you’ve got it? - If you are not sure that you have this life, don’t let doubt and spiritual deafness steer you 
away from seeking it; come to Him this day and receive the blessing of eternal life and His peace!

1.) If you’re sure you’ve got it, then take this message of hope, peace, and salvation and share it with some this day 
and week to come!    

Amidst all the other voices that evoke fear, make demands, or give advice, the voice of the good shepherd's voice is a 
voice of promise. His is a voice that calls us by name and claims us as His own.

You have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!  Amen!

Pastor Gary
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Peace Be With You…



Confirmation Day with the Bishop — Photos!
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 15, 2022

5th Sunday of Easter
Graduate Sunday — 2022                

Lectionary Texts:

Acts 11:1-18;                                          
Psalm 148 (UMH 861);                      

Revelation 21:1-6;                                
John 13:31-35 

 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

