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This week, our lectionary text brings us to Jesus' third post-resurrection appearance to 
His disciples. It provides further evidence about the reality of the resurrection. It is 
also a powerful account of the amazing grace and mercy of God’s forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 

John 21:1-19 Later, Jesus appeared 
again to the disciples beside the Sea of 
Galilee. This is how it happened. 2 
Several of the disciples were there—
Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the 
Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 
Zebedee, and two other disciples. 3 
Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing. 
“We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they 
went out in the boat, but they caught 
nothing all night. 4 At dawn Jesus was 
standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. 5 He called out, 
“Fellows, have you caught any fish?” “No,” they replied. 6 Then he said, “Throw out 
your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!” So they did, and they 
couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in it. 7 Then the disciple Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 
put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, and headed to 
shore. 8 The others stayed with the boat and pulled the loaded net to the shore, for 
they were only about a hundred yards from shore. 9 When they got there, they found 
breakfast waiting for them—fish cooking over a charcoal fire, and some bread. 10 
“Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus said. 11 So Simon Peter went 
aboard and dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the net 
hadn’t torn. 12 “Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said. None of the 
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Then Jesus 
served them the bread and the fish. 14 This was the third time Jesus had appeared to 
his disciples since he had been raised from the dead. 15 After breakfast Jesus asked 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” 
Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. 16 Jesus 
repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, 
“you know I love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.17 A third time he 
asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the 
question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. 18 I tell you the truth, when you were young, you 
were able to do as you liked; you dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to 
go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and others will dress you 
and take you where you don’t want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to let him know by what 
kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” (NLT) 

In his book, Wonderfully and Fearfully Made, Dr. Paul Brand and Phillip Yancy wrote: 

Failure, Forgiveness, and Freedom
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Across 

1. * Matriarch of the Kennedy family
5. Road substance
8. * According to Greek mythology, her abduction by Paris caused the 
Trojan War. She was married to Menelaus and later became a Mother to 
daughter Hermione and (possibly) a son named Pleisthenes.
13. Songstress Fitzgerald
14. Sixties Songstress
15. City in central New York
16. Bustling commotions
17. Inventory measurement
18. * Bamm-Bamm's Mother
19. * In the Bible, she was the Mother of Esau and Jacob
21. Montréal Canadien, for short
23. Greek Goddess of Dawn
24. Potential graduates, for short
25. Word on a Towel
26. Medical building, commonly
28. Canadian singer Bachman
29. * Ricky's Mom
33. Land measure
36. Duke Ellington song: "I ___ Song Go Out of My Heart"
39. * Mama Cass had a crush on this Papa: ___ Doherty
40. Bull: prefix
41. * Planetary Mother
43. Cut back hedges
44. Heard in a Ritzy Restaurant: "Would you like your wine selection to 
be sweet ___?"
46. Yes! Yes! In Spain!
47. Jekyll's altar ego
48. * Last name of Gladys, the world's most famous rock 'n' roll Mother
50. Illuminated
52. 'At the age of', in Latin
53. ___-Pitch: Baseball pitch, variantly
54. Hoofed Herbivore
57. "Ice" in Germany

60. Member of Kiss
62. * Name shared by a religious Mother and a pop-star-turned-Mother
64. Roman Numerals for 704
66. * Superstar Mother to Chastity and Elijah Blue
68. Frankenstein's sidekick
69. * Mother of Fairytales
70. Saintly
71. Currency in Italy
72. Go in
73. Choose
74. * Mother Eve's third son

Down 

1. * Brings up, like a Mother does
2. More advanced with age
3. Slovenly ones
4. Facilitate
5. Canned fishies
6. Cassius Clay
7. * Great-Grandmother of King David
8. * Mother in a Nursery Rhyme
9. Nice summer
10. Word seen on a diet food package
11. Outer: prefix
12. Parliamentary votes
14. * Legendary situation comedy Mom
20. It's a Latin dance, when doubled
22. Chicken King connecter
27. * Author of "Mother Courage and Her Children" (1941)
28. * Revered Mother
29. Head coverings
30. With thorough understanding
31. Barenaked Ladies song
32. Sort
33. On
34. Canadian painter: Emily ___ (b.1871 - d.1945)
35. Trick
37. Simple
38. Prefix to "cycle"
42. * Chelsea's Mom
45. * Married name of Beaver's Mother
49. And so on, briefly
51. Purplish-Red wound antiseptic prefix to "ine"
53. Process ore
54. Stones' Smash Song
55. Sty Sound
56. * Biblical Mother of Isaac
57. Rim
58. Image
59. Braveheart or Connery
61. Reverberate! Reverberate!
63. Olive and Corn, for example
65. Bay of Honshu
67. Rabbit's mode of transportation
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Eastertide, What’s That?
Rather than personal 
reflections this week, I 
am here is an article 
about Easteride from 
umc.org  and ther sources 
that explain this season.

For Christians, Easter is 
not just one day - it's a 
season of 50 days, a week 
of weeks, derived in its 

length from the fifty days between Passover and 
Pentecost (which means fiftieth) in Judaism. Easter 
season begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and 
ends with Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see 
Acts 2).

Easter season is more than an extended celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, 
Lent was a season when persons who wished to 
become Christians were learning how to live the 
way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on Easter 
Sunday. Christians have referred to this time of 
formation as "catechesis" or "echoing the way of 
Jesus." The original purpose of the Easter season 
was to continue the formation of new Christians in 
the faith. Christians have historically referred to this 
formation process as "mystagogy" or "leading 
people into the mysteries." 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice 
and experience what we mean when we say Christ 
is risen and that we, as the church, are the body of 
the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the 
core doctrines and mysteries of the faith and for 
preparing for the ministries the Spirit has 
empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name.
 
What could you do during this time?  

• You could meditate upon what the resurrection 
says about the character of Jesus Christ as the 
Righteous One of God (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:25-28).

• You might ponder the fact that death has been 
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swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54-56).
• You could reflect upon the fact that the very power 
that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you today 
(Ephesians 1:15-23).

• You might think of how the resurrection of Jesus is a 
precursor to your own resurrection (1 Corinthians 15).

• You could consider how the resurrection gives us 
“new birth into a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3).

Pastor Gary

Mother’s Day! — Crossword Solution

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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Continued on Page 5
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Amputees often experience some sensation of a phantom limb. 

Somewhere, locked in their brains, a memory lingers of the nonexistent hand or leg. Invisible toes curl, imaginary 
hands grasp things, and a "leg" feels so sturdy a patient may try to stand on it. For a few, the experience includes pain. 
Doctors watch helplessly as the part of the body screaming for attention no longer exists. 

One such patient was Dr. Brand's medical school administrator, Mr. Barwick, who had a serious and painful circulation 
problem in his leg but refused to allow the recommended amputation. As the pain grew worse, Barwick grew bitter. "I 
hate it! I hate it!" he would mutter about the leg. At last, he relented and told the doctor, "I can't stand it anymore. I'm 
through with that leg. Take it off." Surgery was scheduled immediately. 

Before the operation, however, Barwick asked the doctor, "What do you do with the legs after they're 
removed?" "We may take a biopsy or explore them a bit, but afterwards, we incinerate them," the doctor replied. 
Barwick proceeded with a bizarre request: "I would like you to preserve my leg in a pickling jar. I will install it on 
my mantle shelf. Then, as I sit in my armchair, I will taunt that leg. 'Hah! You can't hurt me anymore!'" 

Ultimately, he got his wish. But the despised leg would not readily depart. Barwick suffered severe phantom limb pain. 
The surgical wound healed, but he could feel the unbearable pressure of the swelling as the muscles cramped, and he 
had no hope of relief. He had hated the leg with such intensity that the pain had unconsciously lodged permanently in 
his brain. 

I believe that phantom limb pain provides us with a powerful insight into the need for us to fully forgive others and 
ourselves. We can become so obsessed by the memory of some sin committed months or years before that it never 
entirely leaves us, crippling our ministries, devotional lives, and our relationships with others. 

We might live in fear that someone will discover their past or walk in constant fear of failing again. We may have even 
received forgiveness from God but have never truly forgiven ourselves. Unless we forgive ourselves, as God has 
forgiven us, we can become as miserable as poor Mr. Barwick, shaking a fist in fury at the pickled leg on the mantle. 

Unforgiveness is something that God has called us to banish from our lives. It can wreak havoc in our lives. Many of us 
successfully battle this every day of our Christian lives. Still, unfortunately, many folks in the world live in 
unforgiveness towards others and themselves. They live out their lives filled with woeful regrets, hopelessness at lost 
dreams, and perhaps even an unhealthy touch of feeling worthless! Even Christians can feel this way and might even 
come to doubt their own relationship with Jesus. 

In our passage for this morning, let’s look at some fellows who might have felt this way and discover what Jesus did to 
calm their troubled hearts. 

It had been about two weeks since they had first experienced the risen Savior on that first Easter Sunday morning. After 
that, the Disciples followed Jesus’ instructions and went to the region of Galilee to await his arrival. Collected together 
at the Sea of Galilee, the disciples had a chance to sit around, wait, and think. 

As they waited, perhaps their minds were still troubled over the recent events. 

Perhaps they thought... 

1.) What did following Jesus bring us? Most certainly, ridicule, rejection, and personal danger, but isn't that trio what 
Jesus told them would happen? 

2.) What of their futures? They left their careers behind and forsook all to follow Jesus. They thought they would rule 
with Jesus when He came into His kingdom on earth, but now that didn’t seem very likely. It had been years since they 
had worked in their chosen careers...now what were they going to do? 
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Continued on Page 6

3.) What would their families say to them about following Jesus? Probably, “I told you so!” 

4.) And what thoughts were going through Peter’s head about his triple denial of Jesus after his bold remarks 
that he would never deny Him? 

And what thoughts were going through Peter's head about his triple denial of Jesus after his bold remarks that he would 
never deny Him? 

He must have been the most distraught member of this little band of troubled disciples. As I read this passage, I can 
almost feel the tension they may have felt. The pressure finally gets to Peter, and I can practically see him stand up and 
say, "I can't stand it any longer. I'm going fishing!" The other six disciples present said, "Amen, brother, we're with 
you!" So out they went to relax, doing the one thing they knew that they could do really well...all on their own! They 
hopped into their boat and spent the night fishing on the Sea of Galilee.

Hour after hour, they fished. Perhaps Peter and the others probably thought about the miraculous catch of fish at Jesus' 
hand and the many other miracles Jesus had performed. Maybe they all recalled Peter's bold confession and His equally 
memorable triple denial of Jesus. I suspect that the feelings of guilt were inescapable! 

As the night ended and the morning was just beginning to break, a stranger on the shore called to them and asked, "Do 
you fellows have any fish?" In the original language, it was phrased to anticipate a negative answer, as we might 
playfully say, "Haven't caught anything, have you?" 

Then the disciples made history by telling one of the rare and truthful fish stories by simply saying, “No.” You can 
almost see their heads hanging down in shame as this additional failure is being written on their resumes. 

This unknown stranger on the shore gave them a most familiar command, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat and 
you will find some.” They did and the catch was so great they could not pull the fish into the boat. When John 
exclaimed, “It’s the Lord!” Peter got his clothing situation arranged, dove into the water, and swam directly to Jesus. 
When they arrived at the shore, there was Jesus with a fire of coals cooking them fish and bread for breakfast. What a 
sight that must have been! 

How many breakfasts had they shared over the past three years... How many good memories they had together, but there 
were some memories that Peter and the others would have probably liked to have forgotten. As the fiery coals were 
heating the delightful breakfast, it was also a subtle reminder of Peter’s personal failure to His Lord. 

Interestingly enough, there are only three references to coals in the New Testament, this one and: 

1.) In John 18:18-27, it was around a bed of coals where Peter denied His Lord three times. Oh, the shame that he must 
have felt as Jesus lovingly prepared breakfast for him and the others with this painful reminder! But this breakfast was 
not to mock him but to heal him for service. 

2.) Doing good things toward those who have wronged us can have a healing effect. Paul said doing such things are like 
“heaping burning coals on their heads” thereby purifying them with good. (Romans 12:20) How much more healing 
and reconciliation there is for one who has temporarily strayed away! 

And then came the questions:

1.) The first question that Jesus asked Peter was did he love Him more than the other disciples. Jesus used the strongest 
form of love, agape. Jesus asked, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you (agape) love me?” But Peter’s answer was a very mild, 
“Yes, Lord, I (phileo) love you.” Peter was not being quite so bold as to say that his love was that great. Jesus then told 
him, “Feed My sheep.” 

2.) Jesus then made Peter uneasy by asking him a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you (agape) love me?” Peter 
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Peace Be With You…

Children’s Choir — Photos!

answered, “Yes, Lord; You know that I (phileo) love You.” Jesus then told him, “Tend My sheep.” 

3.) At this point, Peter was probably ready to have a stroke as Jesus said, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you (phileo) 
love me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You now that I (phileo) love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed My sheep.” 

For each of Peter’s denials, Peter was given a chance to restate his faith and love for Christ. This was ended by 
Jesus reissuing the familiar call that he frequently gave, “Follow Me.” 

Peter and the others were fully restored and could go on with God’s life mission and call for their lives. 

Perhaps you have let down God in some way. Maybe you no longer feel worthy and can’t seem to forgive yourself 
because of what you have done in your life. 

Don't let another moment pass. Stop cursing your amputated sin like Mr. Barwick cursed his pickled leg. Stop 
allowing unforgiveness to separate you from God's best for you. Come to the Lord, confess your love for Him, 
and know that, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” 1 John 1:9 

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing! So be one! 

Pastor Gary
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 8, 2022

4th Sunday of Easter
HappyMother’s Day                

Lectionary Texts:

Acts 9:36-43;                                            
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137);                

Revelation 7:9-17;                                    
John 10:22-30 

 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

Undie Sunday - Final Sunday!
The Magnolia Junior Charity League 
is asking for donations for our annual 
Undie Sunday event. 

Please donate NEW socks, underwear, 
and undershirts into the contribution 
bin located in the narthex area of the 
church. During the week, the 
contribution bin will be located in the 
church office area.

This is a great opportunity to combine 
the church efforts in order to help the 
children of Columbia County. These 
items will be distributed to schools in 
Columbia County! 

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

