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John 20:19-31 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, 
when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

20 When 
He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. 

21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

22 And when He had said this, He breathed on 
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

24 Now 
Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

25 

The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to 
them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 

26 And after 
eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 

27 Then He said 
to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand 
here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

28 And Thomas 
answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, 
because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” 

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
His disciples, which are not written in this book; 

31 but these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in His name. (NKJV) 

Let's take a closer look at our 
passage for this morning, and 
let's do it from the first-person 
perspective of someone who 
was there! I believe that the 
Apostle Peter will do quite 
nicely! As Peter "recalls" the 
events of that first Easter 
Sunday, we'll blend together 
some of John’s and Luke's 
accounts to give us a fuller 
picture of what transpired that 
day! 

Peter begins speaking. It was 
late in the day when I made my 

way back to the house where we agreed to meet. And as I walked, I thought about 
the events of the week. I remembered all of my foolish bragging about how I would 
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ACROSS

  1  Drink often flavored with fruits
  5  Pa
  9  Anglo-__
14  President (abbr.)
15  Cain killed him
16  Backbone
17  Vilify
18  Stitch
19  Folklore tales
20  __ A Small World...
21  Afield
23  Tall tales
24  Sign
26  Be
28  Cow sound
29  Taboo
31  Hair stuff
34  Soft fabrics
37  Ego
39  Guardhouse
40  Luau dish
41  Goad
42  Good in drinks, or a bad car
44  Can rub out
47  Ball holder
48  Comply
50  Wing
51  Those who make the food laws (abbr.)
52  Cecum
56  Russia
59  Disturbance

63  Wing
64  Blot (2 wds.)
66  Laugh
67  Negative (prefix)
68  Dash
69  Solitary
70  Vegetable with great hearing
71  Popular game
72  Beers
73  Pod vegetables

DOWN

  1  Small bunch of flowers
  2  Speak in public
  3  Rationalism
  4  Sign language
  5  A very emotional fruit
  6  A wager (2 wds.)
  7  Fruit shaped like a light bulb
  8  __ matter
  9  South southeast
10  It can't compare to an orange
11  Baker's dozen
12  Fairy tale opener
13  Loch __ monster
21  Soon
22  Sweet potato
25  Adult insect
27  Representative
29  Honor
30  East
31  Lass
32  Adjoin
33  Downwind
34  No charge
35  Citrus fruit
36  Fencing sword
38  Shekel
39  Bacon-lettuce-tomato sandwich
43  Head motion
45  Clasps
46  Alack's partner
49  Obstruct
51  Product of your works, or (e.g.) a grape vine
53  Long, skinny boat
54  Radical
55  Big water pipes
56  Defunct football league
57  Fly alone
58  Quarrel
60  __ Major (Big Dipper)
61  Neat
62  Dark green vegetable
65  For
67  American College of Physicians (abbr.)
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Eastertide, What’s That?
Rather than personal 
reflections this week, I 
am here is an article 
about Easteride from 
umc.org  and ther sources 
that explain this season.

For Christians, Easter is 
not just one day - it's a 
season of 50 days, a week 
of weeks, derived in its 

length from the fifty days between Passover and 
Pentecost (which means fiftieth) in Judaism. Easter 
season begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and 
ends with Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see 
Acts 2).

Easter season is more than an extended celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, 
Lent was a season when persons who wished to 
become Christians were learning how to live the 
way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on Easter 
Sunday. Christians have referred to this time of 
formation as "catechesis" or "echoing the way of 
Jesus." The original purpose of the Easter season 
was to continue the formation of new Christians in 
the faith. Christians have historically referred to this 
formation process as "mystagogy" or "leading 
people into the mysteries." 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice 
and experience what we mean when we say Christ 
is risen and that we, as the church, are the body of 
the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the 
core doctrines and mysteries of the faith and for 
preparing for the ministries the Spirit has 
empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name.
 
What could you do during this time?  

• You could meditate upon what the resurrection 
says about the character of Jesus Christ as the 
Righteous One of God (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:25-28).

• You might ponder the fact that death has been 
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swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54-56).
• You could reflect upon the fact that the very power 
that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you today 
(Ephesians 1:15-23).

• You might think of how the resurrection of Jesus is a 
precursor to your own resurrection (1 Corinthians 15).

• You could consider how the resurrection gives us 
“new birth into a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3).

Pastor Gary

Fruits and Veggies — Crossword Solution

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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follow Jesus, even if it meant losing my life. Then I painfully remembered how I had denied Him three times simply to 
avoid being associated with Him! My own foolish failures and the darkness of the day seemed overwhelming to me as I 
thought about them! 

And then, although I didn't quite understand all of it at the time, there was a glimmer of hope in my heart from the 
unbelievable stories that Mary Magdalene and the other women had told us. I remember it clearly, as soon as I heard 
their story, I ran to the tomb immediately, but I was so shaken that I couldn't even be sure of what it meant! “Was He 
really alive, or did my imagination get the best of me?” I thought. It was all just too much to take in, let alone believe! 
As I thought about it later, Jesus did tell us what would happen, but we were far too heartbroken and terrified to even 
think straight that morning! Fear clouded my thinking. Maybe you've felt that way at one time or another in your life 
too! If so, you'll understand what I'm saying. 

By this time, it was after dark, and we had all gotten together to continue our grieving and hopefully give each other 
some comfort. Okay, let me be perfectly honest with you...yes, we were grieving over the loss of Jesus, but we were 
scared to death too. We feared that any minute, there would be a knock at the door, and a member of the Sanhedrin 
would be there with a group of soldiers to arrest us and put us all to death! 

It was a really scary time! Every little sound we heard, every footstep, and even the sound of the wind made us “jump” 
on the inside! So we not only shut the door to the house where we were staying, but we locked it and made it as secure 
as we could against any unwanted visitors. 

And so there we sat in that locked room like scared little children, afraid of the things that go bump in the night! And 
what do you know, there came a knock at the door to disturb our nervous silence! All of our hearts started to pound a 
little bit harder! 

I reluctantly opened the door, and we were all relieved to see that it was Cleopas and another disciple. They had come 
back to share some wonderful news with us! We certainly needed some good news at that point! They told us about 
their journey to Emmaus and how a stranger came to join them as they walked. This stranger, they said, explained the 
Scriptures to them from Moses to the Prophets and told them about the suffering and glory the Messiah would 
experience. They said that it was getting a little dark by the time they got to Emmaus, so they invited the stranger to 
join them for supper. They didn't notice anything unusual, at least not until they began the meal! It was at that time 
when the stranger started breaking the bread and blessing the meal that they realized that this stranger was no other than 
Jesus Himself! And before they could ask any questions, he was gone! We all sat in awe as they spoke, listening 
intently, when...  

Before I go on, I've got to ask you, "Have you ever been so scared that you thought your heart would stop beating? I 
have, and it was that day! 

As we sat there listening to Cleopas and company in this securely locked room, Jesus was suddenly standing there in 
our midst! That was one heart-stopping moment! Before we could even utter a sound, He tried to calm our troubled 
hearts by saying,  “Peace be with you.” 

But despite His calming voice and familiar greeting, we were still terrified and frightened and thought that we had seen 
a ghost! 

Jesus then said to us, “...Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” Luke 24:38- 39 

Jesus wanted us to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that He was really there in the flesh! Not only did He show us His 
hands and His feet, He then asked us if we had anything there to eat! So we gave Him a piece of broiled fish and a 
honeycomb, and He ate it right there in front of us

No, our Jesus was no ghost! He was right there with us in the flesh, and He was having an evening snack! 
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In that one split-second of time, we went from being fearful men cowering in a locked room to being filled with great 
joy and ready to face the world! 

Then Jesus repeated those words of comfort and added some instructions, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I am sending you.” 

Can you believe that? After all of our failures, our betrayals, and our weaknesses, Jesus was once again placing His trust 
in us to go and do what He had instructed us to do in these past years together with Him! 

It was overwhelming, to say the least! 

Then He breathed upon us all and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit...” 

It felt like we were all reborn on the spot, with a brand new lease on life and a new mission for our precious Lord and 
Savior! 

Well, not quite all of us yet! Thomas wasn't with us as we met together that night! I guess He was so grief-stricken that 
He just needed to be alone for a spell, but boy did He miss out by staying away! 

Not only that, but He wouldn't even believe any of us when we told him that we saw Jesus in the flesh! He insisted that 
if he didn't "... see the nail wounds in his hands, put [his] fingers into them, and place [his] hand into the wound in his 
side,” he wouldn't believe it! 

Well, guess what? Eight days later, on the very next Sunday night, and behind locked doors again, he got his chance! 

Jesus arrived again and said, “Peace be with you,” ... 
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my 

hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 

28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed! 

And Thomas became a real believer on the spot with one of the most powerful testimonies of Jesus ever uttered! Jesus 
said to Him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 

By the way, that would be everybody from the time Jesus ascended back into heaven! 

What a day that was! And there's so much more I could tell you, but the things written by John and Luke and all of us 
were written so that you might believe that Jesus was the messiah, the Son of the living God, and by believing in Him, 
you would have life eternal by His mighty name! I wish I had time to tell you more, but as I just said, we wrote a lot of it 
down for you to read on your own! 

Thank you, Peter! 

It's quite a powerful story indeed, but what can we take away from it in our day and time? 

1.) He was Bodily Raised from the Dead — There is no doubt that Jesus was raised from the dead, thereby showing 
Himself as the Promised One to come, the Messiah, the perfect Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. No, 
His body wasn't stolen in the wee hours of the night, nor was it dissolved into gases, as some claim. The eyewitnesses 
actually saw Him, watched Him eat, touched Him, and knew that it was the same Jesus who was crucified on Calvary's 
cross! And we can place great confidence in their testimony as well! 

2.) He Loves us with a Love Beyond Compare — The disciples blew it on more than one occasion and in more than 
one way, but Jesus came to them with a message to calm their troubled souls and to reassure them with His Peace, which 
passes all understanding! Like the disciples, we too have fallen short by our many failures, occasional betrayals, and 
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many weaknesses, but He still comes to us with His grace and mercy saying, "Peace be to you." 

3.) He Sent Them out — into this world just as His Father had sent Him - to bear the light and the Good News of 
Salvation! And in like manner, He sends us out into this world with the Gospel message! 

Oh, and if we could hear from Thomas today, I'd bet that he'd say, "Don't be like me and miss out on hearing from 
Jesus by staying away from your fellow believers on worship days, like I did on that first Easter Sunday!" 

In a nutshell, the good news in this story is that our risen Lord comes to us wherever we are, whoever we are, and 
however we are, and brings us what we need to believe, never condemning us for our doubts, but meeting us in 
the midst of them! 

Come to Him this day and receive Him into your heart that eternal life, peace, and joy might be yours! 

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing! So be one! 

Pastor Gary

Confirmation Day with the Bishop — Photos!
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 1, 2022

3rd Sunday of Easter                
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20);                                          
Psalm 30 (UMH 762);                                     

Revelation 5:11-14;                                                
John 21:1-19 

 
Liturgical Color: White

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

Undie Sunday, What’s That!
The Magnolia Junior Charity League 
is asking for donations for our annual 
Undie Sunday event. 

Please donate NEW socks, underwear, 
and undershirts into the contribution 
bin located in the narthex area of the 
church. During the week, the 
contribution bin will be located in the 
church office area.

This is a great opportunity to combine 
the church efforts in order to help the 
children of Columbia County. These 
items will be distributed to schools in 
Columbia County! 

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

