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Let me ask you a question, “What does Easter mean to you?”

With this being Easter morning, I can't help but think back to my years of many Easter 
celebrations of my younger years. . 

As I share a bit of my recollections, consider some of your Easter memories from 
childhood…

My earliest recollections of Easter amount to little more than involuntarily trips to the 
home of one of my relatives for a grand feast of ham, mashed potatoes, corn, and 
dinner rolls. This traditional meal was concluded with the ingestion of way too many 
cookies, pies, cakes, candy, and other treats. 

At that time in my life, the highlight of Easter was little more than looking forward to 
getting a break from school and getting/consuming a large Chocolate Easter Bunny. 
That was no ordinary chocolate bunny. This bunny was a work of confectionary art. 
This Easter treat was a Loft's chocolate Easter Bunny adoringly encircled by those 
little yellow Marshmallow Peeps and massive amounts of other sugar-laden 
goodies filling my colorful Easter basket to the brim. 

This blood sugar-raising delight was dotted with a rainbow assortment of jelly beans 
that occasionally found their way to the bottom of the basket through the fake green 
grass. Don't get me wrong; I'm not complaining about the wayward jelly beans. It was 
always a pleasant surprise when I finally emptied the basket to discover that stray jelly 
bean that had evaded my superficial efforts at finding the last bit of candy!

If you haven't guessed by now, what I'm saying I had no real idea what Easter was all 
about and I sure enough didn’t know what it meant!  

I suspect some folks here this morning are still at a loss about what Easter is all about! 
As a youth, they, like I, considered this day to be filled with unwanted and involuntary 
trips to the houses of relatives, friends, and other dreaded destinations like 
church. Perhaps your presence here this morning has been without your 100% 
approval rating! Believe, Me, I understand, but be patient with me as I describe a 
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Across 

1. * Shortened Spot on a Skirt
4. 30 to 300 megahertz, for short
7. * Type of Cloak that originates from South America
13. * Apronlike dress
15. * Overcoat that is long and loose, and made of heavy Fabric
16. * They can complete risqué Outfits
18. Linguistic unit, for short
19. Run across
20. Certain ocean (abbr.)
21. Look with a sidelong glance
23. * Secondhand, like some Clothing
27. * Stockings
29. * One-piece Garment
33. Namely
34. Ms. Perlman, and others
35. * Designer perfume
39. Dreamlike, minus the "eal"
40. Covered with hair
41. * Weaving apparatus
43. * Seventies Styles
45. * Outer Garment
46. * Common item of Clothing, minus the "Sh"
47. * Like some Evening Gowns
49. * Scarlett O'Hara wore them
53. Pierce Powerfully
54. In the past, archaically
55. Mr. Whitney
57. * Clothier for Children: ___Kosh B'Gosh
60. Mr. Cool J
61. * Like some Fashions
66. * Raincoat company, with "Fog"
69. * Woman's dressing Gown

70. Eavesdroppers
71. Juliette Low's org.
72. Sense organ

Down 

1. * Some pairs of Jeans hugged them in the Seventies
2. Princess in the British Royal Family, minus the "Eug"
3. * Person seen Backstage at a Fashion Show
4. Liquor, without the "ka"
5. Letters fit for a King or Queen
6. * Client's Concern of a Clothier: "Is this extra ___ charge all clients 
must pay?"
7. * Type of Sweater
8. Swimming Spots, minus the "Po"
9. Canadian prov.
10. Hartford is Here, for short
11. One who makes out a shape, such as a path, with a heavy tool, such 
as an ax
12. * Fashionable Question: "Hmmm... I wonder if I should wash this 
Cashmere Sweater by hand, ___ clean it?"
13. Letters at the end of a Letter
14. Sante completer
17. Country of northeast Africa, briefly
21. * Fashionable name in women's Apparel and Accessories
22. The Poet named Cummings
24. Slivery Serpent Sound
25. Group of Countries across the Ocean at #20A (Acronym)
26. Eat heartily
28. Break a Commandment
29. Sons to Srs.
30. "Nope!"
31. Grouper
32. Moves from a vertical position
36. Bouquet holders
37. Honker on the Highway
38. * Fitted part at the top of a Garment
40. * Designs on Dresses
42. Frantic
44. Start to "Cambrian" or "Historic"
45. Hemp shrub
48. Amount of milk, for short
49. Prison Pens
50. * Acrylic fiber
51. He (Initials) starred in "Jaws" (1975)
52. * Part of a #46A, without the "eve"
56. Verdict at a Movie Rating Committee: "We labelled ___."
58. Roofed colonnade of ancient Greece
59. In royal circles, the brother to the "Spare" is known as the what?
61. Soda
62. Bronze money used in ancient Rome
63. Ms. Zadora
64. Giant King of Bashan
65. He (Initials) starred in "All the President's Men" (1976)
67. * Fashionable Fragrance: Chanel ___ 5
68. Suffice
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Eastertide, What’s That?
Rather than personal 
reflections this week, I am 
here is an article about 
Easteride from umc.org  
and ther sources that 
explain this season.

For Christians, Easter is 
not just one day - it's a 
season of 50 days, a week 
of weeks, derived in its 

length from the fifty days between Passover and 
Pentecost (which means fiftieth) in Judaism. Easter 
season begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and 
ends with Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see 
Acts 2).

Easter season is more than an extended celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, 
Lent was a season when persons who wished to 
become Christians were learning how to live the 
way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on Easter 
Sunday. Christians have referred to this time of 
formation as "catechesis" or "echoing the way of 
Jesus." The original purpose of the Easter season 
was to continue the formation of new Christians in 
the faith. Christians have historically referred to this 
formation process as "mystagogy" or "leading 
people into the mysteries." 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice 
and experience what we mean when we say Christ 
is risen and that we, as the church, are the body of 
the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the 
core doctrines and mysteries of the faith and for 
preparing for the ministries the Spirit has 
empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name.
 
What could you do during this time?  

• You could meditate upon what the resurrection 
says about the character of Jesus Christ as the 
Righteous One of God (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:25-28).

• You might ponder the fact that death has been 
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swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54-56).
• You could reflect upon the fact that the very power 
that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you today 
(Ephesians 1:15-23).

• You might think of how the resurrection of Jesus is a 
precursor to your own resurrection (1 Corinthians 15).

• You could consider how the resurrection gives us 
“new birth into a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3).

Pastor Gary

Fashion — Crossword Solution

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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voluntary journey or two!

Let’s step back to the Friday of His crucifixion.

In those final hours on the cross, even the sky itself was darkened before Jesus uttered those oft-repeated words, "It is 
finished!" The price for sin had been paid in full!

Following Jesus' death, the darkness of the sky had vanished, but a different kind of darkness came over the disciples. It 
was the darkness of despair that comes from hopes that have been dashed to pieces. What hopes? The hopes they placed 
in Jesus as the Messiah. The hopes of God's sense of justice that such a righteous man could be allowed to be struck 
down.

This was the bleakness of their weekend that lasted from the ninth hour when Jesus cried out, "It is finished!" until 
Resurrection Sunday morning!

We sometimes forget what Jesus' disciples were feeling during this period! We might not know precisely what they may 
have felt, but we might have an inkling or two from our own lives.

Have you ever felt hopelessness and despair sweep over you like a flood of misery? You might have even felt like you 
could join Jesus when He said, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

For those of us who have experienced it, you know the feeling! There is gut-wrenching emptiness within you when your 
hopes and dreams have been dashed to pieces. It’s as if there was a dark void within your innermost being that feels as if 
it will never be filled. There is a feeling of hopelessness that clouds your thinking and thoughts of ever being happy 
again.

In our passage for this morning (John 20:1-18), the sorrow of the disciples was about to slowly turn into great joy as 
they discovered what Easter is all about!   

John 20:1-18 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw 
that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid Him.”  3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they both ran 
together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the 
linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, 
but folded together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw 
and believed. 9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 
went away again to their own homes.  11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.”  14 Now when she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried 
Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended 
to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and 
your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these 
things to her. (NKJV)

Martin Luther called what happened on the cross a "holy exchange." There Christ traded his holiness for our sin, there 
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A Holy Exchange
our sin died with Jesus, and a new life, an eternal life, was born in us.

A beautiful story recounts another example of such a holy exchange.

A “Holy Exchange”

French writer Henri Barbusse wrote a novelistic memoir of his experiences in WWI called “Under Fire.” He wrote of 
one day when the regiment had attacked the German lines and were driven back under a barrage of heavy gunfire.

Collapsing into the momentary safety of a muddy trench, the narrator found himself up to his knees in mud, pressed 
against the trench wall while German machine guns laid down heavy fire just inches above his head.

He looked to his left and saw a man horribly wounded, his face disfigured, obviously dying. The wounded man reached 
over and grabbed a companion by his side and pulled him close to his face and began to speak, really to shout loudly, 
loud enough for Barbusse to hear. The wounded man said, “Dominic, you have been a good friend to me.  You probably 
don’t know that I know that you are a criminal, that you joined the army to escape the police. I do not know what you 
did.  I do not care; like I said, you have been a good friend to me.  When the war is over the police will arrest you and 
send you to jail to pay for your crimes.  They know where you are – they are just waiting to see if you make it out alive.” 

Now is your chance. Give me your identification, your wallet and your papers.  I will give you mine. When I die, your 
crimes will die with me.  You will have a new name and a new life.” And so, with tears running down his face, Dominic 
exchanged identities with his friend and then held his friend in his arms as he died. He left that ditch a new man with a 
new life.

What does Easter mean to you?  or better yet, what should it mean to you?  

In this account from the life of Henri Barbusse, we all are Dominic! The weight of our sins is a burden far greater than 
we can bear or hope to pay for in our lives!  Jesus desires to give us a new name and a new life!

It's much more than Easter Bunnies and candies, I can assure you of that!  It means that Jesus Christ gave Himself as a 
sacrifice for the sins of this world that “whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  That 
word whosoever means exactly what it says...anyone who confesses Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior shall be saved. 
Salvation does not come through a denomination, creed, or ritual, but by trusting in Jesus Christ and Him alone for your 
salvation!

In that muddy World War I trench, Dominic heard his friend's call, "Now is your chance!" He knew this was his chance 
to exchange the punishment that was due him for a new life.  You might be in a muddy trench of sin and despair.  I say to 
you, "Now is your chance!” Come to Jesus this day and you will have eternal life as a promise from the God of the 
universe, the one who is faithful and true!

The choice is yours, but I urge you, don’t let another moment go by without Jesus as your Savior...confess your sins to 
Him, ask forgiveness, and you will have eternal life by grace through faith in Him!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
April 24, 2022

2nd Sunday of Easter                
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 5:27-32;                                         
Psalm 150 (UMH 862);                             

Revelation 1:4-8;                                      
John 20:19-31 

 
Liturgical Color: White

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

Undie Sunday, What’s That!
The Magnolia Junior Charity League 
is asking for donations for our annual 
Undie Sunday event. 

Please donate NEW socks, underwear, 
and undershirts into the contribution 
bin located in the narthex area of the 
church. During the week, the 
contribution bin will be located in the 
church office area.

This is a great opportunity to combine 
the church efforts in rder to help the 
children of Columbia County. These 
items will be distributed to schools in 
Columbia County! 

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

