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Luke 19:28-44 After telling this story, Jesus went on toward Jerusalem, walking ahead 
of his disciples. 29 As he came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two disciples ahead. 30 “Go into that village over there,” he told them. 
“As you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied there that no one has ever ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks, ‘Why are you untying that colt?’ just say, 
‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So they went and found the colt, just as Jesus had said. 33 And 
sure enough, as they were untying it, the owners asked them, “Why are you untying 
that colt?” 34 And the disciples simply replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35 So they brought 
the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it for him to ride on. 36 As he rode 
along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead of him. 37 When he 
reached the place where the road started down the Mount of Olives, all of his 
followers began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for all the 
wonderful miracles they had seen. 

38 “Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven, and 
glory in highest heaven!” 

39 But some of the Pharisees among the crowd said, “Teacher, rebuke your followers 
for saying things like that!” 40 He replied, “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road 
would burst into cheers!” 

[

41 But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep. 
42 “How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But 
now it is too late, and peace is hidden from your eyes. 43 Before long your enemies will 
build ramparts against your walls and encircle you and close in on you from every 
side. 44 They will crush you into the ground, and your children with you. Your enemies 
will not leave a single stone in place, because you did not recognize it when God 
visited you.”  (NLT)

Many a Palm Sunday service ends with the cheerier words of Mark, but Luke casts a 
different light upon this special Sunday. What happens next Sunday is our celebration 
of Easter morning with Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. What do many people do in 
the week in-between? Many will spend that time purchasing chocolate bunnies for the 
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Across 
1 * Symbols of Spring seen during EASTER and PASSOVER
5 * PASSOVER was a Spring Festival in pre-Mosaic times, but then 
became a celebration of the Exodus of the Israelites from here
10 Small indefinite amount
13 * EASTER and PASSOVER are 'Movable Feasts' (religious 
holidays which change dates from year to year) because they are based 
on the cycles of the what?
14 * Some churches of this origin are among those that celebrate #30D
15 Physical body
16 Italian "one"
17 Word With Way
18 Part of a play title by Shakespeare
19 Concerns of Chemists
20 * Ceremonial feast of PASSOVER
22 * This narrative of the Exodus is recited during #20A
24 Double Drumbeat
26 Gossip
27 Little Rock's locale on an env.
28 Part of a Milne book title
31 City of northwest Peru
35 * Item seen set on a feast table for EASTER or PASSOVER
38 Exactly: ___ even keel
39 Elizabeth or Eve
40 Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
42 * State of the Candles at #36D prior to illumination
43 American zoologist Fossey
44 * Triangular Candelabrums used during #36D
46 More cunning
48 Cartoonist Walker
49 Initials associated with the Theory of Relativity
50 Blocker or Carotene
52 Mr. Griffin
55 "Veni Creator ___": Liturgical Latin Hymn heard during Pentecost 
(Seventh Sunday after EASTER commemorating the descent of the 
Holy Ghost onto the Apostles)

59 * With #32D
62 * PASSOVER occurs during this month of the Jewish Calendar (var. 
sp.)
63 Locale of Yellowknife, for short
64 Stomach muscle, commonly
65 Type of Drama pioneered in Japan in 1383: ___ Drama
66 Bancroft or Brontë
67 Farewell remark
69 * It begins on #64D and ends at Midnight on Holy Saturday
70 Acquire
71 Aromatic Resin of the Bible
72 Lyric 

Down
1 They're flightless in Australia
2 Part of a Margaret Mitchell book title
3 * Christian Commemoration of the Crucifixion
4 Symbol for Tin
5 Self importance
6 It's often seen with Brit.
7 When tripled, it's part of a Beatles chorus
8 * Another name for PASSOVER
9 He (Initials) is the host of "Nightline" (TV)
10 * It plays a large role in EASTER and PASSOVER celebrations
11 Novel by Jane Austen
12 Cleanse with Cleanser
15 * At EASTER, this devotion represents the 14 stages of Christ's journey 
to Calvary: ___ of the Cross
17 Charlton Heston backs this org.
19 Heard in a Dentist's Office: "I have ___ between my front teeth. Can 
you fix it, Doctor?"
21 Word with Niño
23 Luke 'n' Laura's Soap
25 It's seen on a sign on a hwy.
27 * EASTER Sunday: ___ 23RD, 2000
29 It'll turn "Can" into Birchbark Boats
30 * Its date is based on the Julian Calendar: ___dox EASTER
32 * It is eaten throughout the Festival of PASSOVER (With #59A)
33 Salary increase
34 Social insect
36 * Ceremony of Candles during Holy Week (The week before EASTER)
37 Initials of the star of "Walker, Texas Ranger" (TV)
39 Newspaper promos
41 Suffix to "Ballad"
42 Ancient city of Sumer
45 24 hr. banker
47 Control a Colt
48 * The Thursday before EASTER
51 Her (Initials) latest album is called "Twenty Four Seven"
53 Type of Tide
54 He (Initials) starred in "Barefoot in the Park" (1967)
55 Hitch on a Hose
56 Coniferous tree
57 Veronica Lake flick: "___ it Romantic?" (1948)
58 Commotion
60 First-Rate
61 Tiny round marks
64 * Word With Wednesday
67 Morning indicator
68 Alternative indicator
69 ___ and Behold!
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Happy Easter!
What are some of your 
Easter recollections from 
childhood?

My earliest recollections 
of Easter amount to little 
more than involuntarily 
trips to the homes of one 
of my relatives for a 
grand feast of ham, 

mashed potatoes, corn, and dinner rolls.  This 
customary meal was concluded with the ingestion 
of way too many cookies, pies, cakes, candy, and 
other treats. 

At that time in my life, the highlight of Easter was 
little more than looking forward to getting a large 
Loft's chocolate Easter Bunny graciously encircled 
by those little yellow Marshmallow Peeps, and 
massive amounts of other sugar-laden goodies 
filling a colorful basket to the brim.  This was blood 
sugar raising delight was dotted with a rainbow 
assortment of jelly beans which would occasionally 
find their way to the bottom of the basket through 
the fake green grass. I’m not complaining, since it 
was always a nice surprise when I finally emptied 
out the basket to discover that stray jelly bean 
which had evaded my superficial efforts at finding 
the last bit of candy!

If you haven't guessed by now, what I'm saying is 
that I had no real idea what Easter was all about! 

What does Easter mean to you? 

or better yet, what should it mean to you?  

It's much more than Easter Bunnies and candies, I 
can assure you of that!  It means that Jesus Christ 
gave Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of this world 
that “whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.”  That word 
whosoever means exactly what it says...anyone who 
confesses Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior 
shall be saved.  Salvation does not come through a 
denomination or creed, or ritual, but by trusting in 
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Jesus Christ alone for your salvation!

While there is the breath of life in your body, it is never 
too late to accept Him as your Lord and Savior. Even 
after the Disciples abandoned Him, there was room for 
forgiveness and so there is forgiveness for you too!

The choice is yours, but I urge you...don’t let another 
moment go by without Jesus as your Savior...confess 
your sins to Him, ask forgiveness, and you will have 
eternal life by grace through faith in Him!

Be blessed and be a blessing!

Pastor Gary

Easter — Crossword Solution
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kids, Easter Bonnets, special clothing, and other frivolous items. We fast-forward through the week and forget about 
some of the most significant and uncomfortable events during Holy Week. Fast-forwarding through unpleasant things is 
a learned behavior that is plentiful in our day and time...

I remember back to my early television viewing days…by comparison to today, those days were pretty blah. We had an 
old black and white television with rabbit-ear style antennas that required frequent shifting to maintain a viewable 
picture. Changing channels required the dreadful task of getting out of your chair, walking to the television, and turning 
the clunky channel selector knob. Yes, I know...it’s almost unthinkable by today‘s standards! But at least we didn’t have 
to do it that frequently since we only had a few channel choices…sigh! Keep in mind that we had excellent television 
reception compared to many places and but even at that, we were only able to get seven VHF channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 
13, and one or two fuzzy UHF channels! (VHF stands for Very High Frequency, and UHF stands for Ultra High 
Frequency – just in case you wanted to know!)   

If perchance you missed a show, you had to wait a very long time in order to have any hope of seeing it again as a re-
run. I remember one shocking moment when I was about 9 years old. It was around Christmas time, and I had done 
some research in the TV guide, and I suddenly had the sad realization that my research came too late; I had just missed 
the annual showing of the Charlie Brown Christmas Special. It would be another year before I could watch my beloved 
show! But over the years, something remarkable happened...the Video Cassette Recorder (VCR) came into being! You 
could actually record a broadcast while you slept or were away from home and watch it at a later time. With a bit of 
forethought, you could record a program, watch it, and fast forward through those annoying commercials! Very nice! 
There was one problem. If there were broadcasts in sequence, you couldn't watch one without the commercials and 
simultaneously record the subsequent one(s).  

Things got much better in recent years with the advent of TiVo and other Digital Video Recorders – DVRs. You can 
pause a live broadcast, and in a short bit of time, you can fast forward through the commercials while keeping the next 
show on the same channel waiting in the wings to be viewed. What a neat idea!  You could fast forward through all of 
the things that you did’t like to see (or think about) and just watch what you wanted. You could just “TiVo” the show!  I 
have recently thought to myself, “How great that would be in everyday life too!  Just TiVo all of life’s pains, miseries, 
and worries!”   

As I thought about this week’s message, I could not help but think about how we often fast-forward from Palm Sunday 
to Easter Sunday. We rejoice and remember the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem but we fast-forward through 
Jesus’ suffering and death during Passion Week to make a quick arrival on Easter Morning, so we can rejoice together 
and pass out Easter Eggs and a variety of chocolates and other goodies. We forget about what transpired during Passion 
Week. The Lenten Season is here for us to remember Christ’s sufferings and the magnificent gift of eternal life that He 
offers as a free gift to whosoever desires to receive it.

Our Passage for previous Palm / Passion Sundays comes from the Gospel of Mark 11:1-11...The beginning starts out the 
same as Matthew’s and Luke’s account with their journey from Jericho through Bethany and Bethphage over the Mount 
of Olives with its termination in Jerusalem. In the same fashion as Matthew, the donkey was secured in prophetic 
fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, the palm leaves and clothing were laid out in “red carpet” style on the walking path of 
Jesus and donkey as they entered Jerusalem, and the crowds praised Jesus with words of messianic praise from Psalm 
118! What a grand entry that must have been! 

But Luke gives us a different perspective on the Triumphal Entry that reminds us that this entry was more tearful than 
triumphant. In the event that we may have missed the messianic thrust of the praises from Psalm 118, the Pharisees are 
here to help us...Luke 19:38-40 the crowds were saying,““Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, and glory in highest heaven!” 39 But some of the Pharisees among the crowd said, “Teacher, rebuke 
your followers for saying things like that!” 40 He replied, “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into 
cheers!”  

Rebuke them for what? For attributing those messianic words of praise to Jesus! Before this occasion, the people tried 
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Don’t TiVo Passion Week!
to make Jesus King and his response was, “My hour has not yet come.”  Now that the hour has come, Jesus is making 
the statement that He is the Messiah. This was such a powerful truth, that if those voices were quieted the stones 
themselves would cry out in praise! What happened next? Though the people praised Him on His “Triumphal Entry, he 
knew that that others later same week would be shouting, “Crucify Him!” This, too, would be in fulfillment of Daniel 9 
and his prophecy of the 69 weeks from the commandment to rebuild the Temple and the cutting off (death) of Israel’s 
Messiah-King!

Why was it more tearful than triumphant? Luke 19:41-44 “And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 
saying, "Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from 
your eyes. 42 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you 
and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not 
leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation." 

Jesus held them accountable for missing the time of their visitation and wept in sorrow over the destruction of their city. 
Some 38 years later, in 70 A.D., the Roman General Titus leveled the city to fulfill Jesus' prophecy. Jesus wept over this 
future destruction and sorrow that it would bring. This would not be the last sorrow for Jesus this week. I won't cover 
every detail of Jesus' many sufferings during passion week. Still, they were foretold in numerous passages of God's 
Word, most notable being passages such as Isaiah 52:13-15, 53 and Psalm 22.

I won't comment on the following verses, and please don't fast-forward through them. Just read them and think about 
Jesus' sacrifice for this world.

Isaiah 52:13  See, my servant will prosper; he will be highly exalted. 14 But many were amazed when they saw him. His 
face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a man. 15 
And he will startle many nations. Kings will stand speechless in his presence. For they will see what they had not been 
told; they will understand what they had not heard about. Isaiah 53:1 Who has believed our message? To whom has the 
Lord revealed his powerful arm? 2 My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry 
ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him. 3 He was despised 
and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. 
He was despised, and we did not care. 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him 
down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 5 But he was pierced for 
our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 6 All of 
us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a 
sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 8 Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that 
he died without descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my 
people. 9 He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich 
man’s grave. 10 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering 
for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 
11 When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous 
servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 12 I will give him the honors 
of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many 
and interceded for rebels. (NLT)

Don't TiVo or fast-forward through Passion Week or even Jesus' call on your life, but remember His sufferings for us and 
the salvation He bought for us on Calvary. He was betrayed, unfairly tried, beaten unmercifully, mocked, and ridiculed 
for our sakes. The weight of our sin was upon Him, yet He bore it all for us because he loves us very much.   

If you don't know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, accept His free gift of eternal life. Don't miss your time of visitation 
this morning; make a decision for Christ, repent of your sins, and accept the gift of eternal life!

Always remember, you have blessed to be a blessing, so be one!                                                                       Pastor Gary
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Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
April 17, 2022

Easter Sunday               
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 10:34-43;                                           
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839);                       

1 Corinthians 15:19-26;                                           
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

 
Liturgical Color: White

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

Join us for a beautiful time of worship as we celebrate the 
presence of Jesus, our risen Lord with song, praise,          

and Holy Communion! 

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

