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Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to 
Jesus teach. 2 This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he 
was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them!

11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 
12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ 
So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant 
land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran 
out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local 
farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young 
man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. 
But no one gave him anything.

17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired 
servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home 
to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am 
no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, 
and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and 
you, and I am no longer worthy of 
being called your son.’

22 “But his father said to the servants, 
‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the 
house and put it on him. Get a ring 
for his finger and sandals for his feet. 
23 And kill the calf we have been 
fattening. We must celebrate with a 
feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead 
and has now returned to life. He was 
lost, but now he is found.’ So the 
party began.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in 
the fields working. When he returned 
home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants 
what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed 
the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’ 28 “The older brother 
was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, 29 but he replied, 
‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you 
told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast 
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As Passion Week Begins…
As quickly as this new 
yea r seems to have 
arrived, we are now 
looking “Passion Week” 
square in the face. I am 
ever reminded of the 
suf fe r ing tha t Jesus 
endured for the salvation 
of the world. When I say 
world, it goes right down 
t o e a c h p e r s o n 
individually. Christ died 
for you, me, and anyone 

who would call upon the Name of the Lord. “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”  John 3:16 NKJV 

Although this is not a one-to-one comparison, we have 
been enduring a lengthy and heightened pandemic of 
suffering in new ways. 

COVID-19 seems to be the beginning of new sorrows in 
our world. Our sickness-filled world, which already 
seemed to be spiraling out of control, is further being 
damaged by record-high gas prices, escalating violent 
crime, inflation rising to four-decade heights, massive 
food insecurity looming in the future, and so on. There 
is a war raging in Ukraine with questions about how far 
this threat to freedom and war crimes will spread. 
Unfortunately, looking at many seemingly out-of-touch 
world leaders for guidance and hope seems to be a 
fruitless endeavor. 

My original thoughts for this piece came out more as a 
commentary on the current state of hate in this world 
than the focus for the moment. I will share it, but I’ll 
save that for another time!

What shall we do?

We do all that we can do in the natural to prepare, help 
and love others, but ultimately we must do as the 
Psalmist wrote.

Psalm 121:1-2

“I look up to the mountains;
    does my strength come from mountains?

No, my strength comes from God,
    who made heaven, and earth, and mountains.”

(The Message)

Volume 4 Issue 15

We trust the Lord for our salvation, we trust Jesus’ sacrifice 
on Calvary for our eternity, and we trust that the Holy Spirit 
will guide and direct us.

As much as we can worry, stress, and make ourselves and our 
loved ones miserable, we need to walk in faith and not by 
sight when it comes to our spiritual walk in this world!

Be blessed and be a blessing!

Pastor Gary

Spring — Wordsearch

Courtesy of https://logiclovely.com/p/palm-sunday-word-search-hard/
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told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when this son 
of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’

31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. 32 We had to 
celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”

Some collect stamps, some collect coffee mugs, and others collect rare and exotic items from distant lands. 

What do I collect? As a Methodist preacher who picks up potential purchases and decides based upon the  item's weight 
for our next move, I have chosen odd and sometimes rarely used vocabulary words!  

For some bizarre reason, I enjoy coming across the occasional oddball word.

What do I do with these treasures? I usually just store them away for personal amusement, or I have occasionally been 
known to drop them like stealth bombs on unsuspecting folks I meet along life's journey. What words? Fun words 
like mellifluous, bedizen, benighted, and the unforgettable...oubliette! 

Just in case you can't wait to know what it means… An oubliette is a dungeon with its only entrance being a trap door 
on its very high ceiling. The word oubliette comes from the French oublier, which means "to forget." Some unlucky 
soul is thrown in this windowless prison and merely forgotten to death!  

An archeological word I found years ago was the word triptych...it comes to us from the Greek 
words "tri" for three and "ptyche" for fold. A triptych is a work of art divided into three sections. It can also be three 
carved panels that are hinged together. It's an artistic synergy wherein the sum of the parts has a more significant impact 
than the sections taken individually! All three pictures, taken as a whole, form the overall message of an artist.  

The Lectionary text for this week is also a triptych of sorts! It comes from the 15th chapter of the book of Luke! In this 
passage, Jesus was questioned by the Pharisees as to why He was eating with tax collectors and other notorious sinners, 
and Jesus answered them with a triptych of parables. Luke 15 contains a triptych of three parables that work together to 
teach us something about God's amazing grace, love, mercy, and forgiveness.  

The first parable is The Parable of the Lost Sheep, the second is The Parable of the Lost Coin, and the final one is The 
Parable of the Lost Son (also known as The Parable of the Prodigal Son).  Since we are thinking about words this 
morning, prodigal simply means "wasteful."  

Now you know!

Let's read...Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 Yes...go and get your Bible and read it first!

Now, let’s think it through together:

As a side-note reminder, each parable takes a different approach to considering the state of those folks who are "lost" 
and need to come to God. Though this is an essential point of the parables, God's love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness is 
the most critical point for us to learn about.

Luke 15:11 The canvas for this triptych is filled with the artful brushstrokes of Jesus, "...a certain man had two sons." 

• The man represents God the Father…

• Home can represent both our ultimate destination (Heaven) and our current relationship with the Father.

• The Sons can represent two types of attitudes or people.
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The Parable of the Lost Son
Luke 15:12-13 I can picture this as the comfortable home of a wealthy person. It is a home that lacks nothing, a home 
whose family is rich enough to have servants rather than be servants themselves! It was a home where the sons were in 
daily communion with their father. But amidst all of Jesus' joyful and colorful brushstrokes, a splash of darkness is 
added...the younger son wants to leave this lovely setting. Perhaps he is unhappy with living by the father's rules, or 
maybe he has a burning desire to see and experience all that the world offers. For whatever reason, he asks his father for 
his inheritance. Though this typically would be interpreted as an insult to the father, the father goes ahead and lovingly 
gives him his share, and off the younger son goes to waste his portion on "riotous living." I'll let you fill in the details as 
to what might constitute "riotous" living, but it probably isn't very good!    

An important point or two needs to be mentioned here, as a reminder of his state of being, before his departure:

• The Son was in daily communion with the Father.

• The Son was greatly loved by the Father.

• Remember Abraham's response to his cousin Lot's capture as recorded in Genesis 14. If someone were to try to 
snatch this son from the Father's embrace, he would have mustered a small army to stop that from happening. He 
gathered together his 318 servants and rescued Lot.

• The Son voluntarily chose to leave the Father.

15:14-16 The Prodigal Son hits rock bottom as he discovers the high cost of low living! One minute he's living high on 
the hog, and the next minute he's sunk to the pits of living and wishing that he could eat with the hogs! By the way, this 
was about as low as any Israelite could ever dream of sinking. Such a story was enough to make any listening Israelite 
cringe at the thought. The Prodigal Son went from riches to rags! He was brought down to envying hog leftovers!   

The Prodigal Son was tired, lonely, and isolated…away from family and friends. Let's think about that for a moment. 
Isn't that precisely what Satan would want to do to us? In John 10:10, we read, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy."

His strategy is to divide and conquer! The only reason he comes is to cause ruin and desolation in our lives. What better 
way than to get us off and into a “far country” in some sin and away from our support and make us feel that we can’t 
even go back home!  What a liar that Satan is!

Here are a  few questions and answers for thought…

Q: Was the prodigal son portrayed as a lost worldly sinner, or was he pictured as someone who voluntarily 
walked away from his family relationship with the father?  A: He was a son from the very beginning of the parable 
and was even after he left. But after he left, the Father refers to him as being dead and lost. 

Q: Why would Jesus use those words (dead and lost) in verse 24 and then repeat them in verse 32?  A: To 
emphasize an important point that he did not want His hearers to miss.  

Q: Was the Prodigal Son physically dead?  A: No, but relationally he was “dead” to the Father.

Q: Was the Prodigal Son geographically lost?  A: No, he knew the way home.   (Luke 15:17-20) 

Q: Did the Father override the son’s will and make him come home? A: No, but his eyes and heart were looking 
forward to his return.  

15:17 Keypoint – Verse 17 says,"…when he came to himself." It's funny how sin can cloud your thinking!  The 
Prodigal Son had to hit rock bottom before he could come to his senses and repent.  He remembered how good it was to 
be in his Father’s house…by the way, you can’t remember if you’ve never been there!  This is the first step in returning 
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to God. It is the realization that without Him, we are spiritually bankrupt.  Do you remember the Words of Jesus 
in Matthew 5:3? Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

This Prodigal son was very poor in spirit!

Luke 15:18-20 A definite decision is made to return to the Father. This was followed up with an actual “change of 
direction” towards the Father. From a distance, the father sees the son coming home. The Father doesn’t scold 
him, but instead runs to greet the son! Some folks think of God as constantly scanning this world and our lives to 
see our every sin so that he can swat us down like a pesky fly. God's eyes always watch for all of His Prodigals 
(and other wayward souls) to come to Him. You are the apple of God's eye, and he loves you and longs for your 
homecoming.

15:21-24 The son confesses to his father, but the father almost seems to cut him off and orders his servants to 
celebrate by killing a fatted calf for a party. He then has a clean robe brought for the son put on. This symbolizes 
being clothed with Christ and washed anew! The ring placed on the son's hand represents his return to full status 
as a son. It is here where we come across the following exclamation by the Father, Luke 15:24 For this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

15:25-31 Space does not permit a long look at this section, but suffice it to say that this “elder” son had some 
personal issues also. Perhaps we have never walked away from our relationship with God to live “riotously” in the 
world, but we may have had a similar attitude to one who did and then came home. We need to be ever watchful 
against this kind of ungodly attitude.

Luke 15:32 Once again, we read about the former and latter status of the Prodigal Son, “It was meet that we 
should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.” 
(KJV)

Perhaps you once were in a close relationship with the Father but have gone to a far country on your own. The 
Father's eye and heart are patiently waiting for your return home. There will be a jubilant celebration when you 
do!

Maybe the grass looks a little greener on the other side of the street, and you've drifted off a bit. As such,  your 
relationship with the Father is being strained a bit. Make amends with your loving Father, repent from what is 
luring you away.

Let this be the day that you "come to yourself" and get adopted or just come back home. Whatever your situation, 
the Father loves you and desires intimate fellowship with you for eternity. He has made a way through Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

The Parable of the Lost Son



Upcoming Events

Join us for a beautiful time of worship as we celebrate the presence of 
Jesus, our risen Lord with song, praise, and Holy Communion! 

Join us as we observe Holy Thursday with our sister 
United Methodist Churches around beautiful Magnolia!

Join us as we celebrate the Triumphal Entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem!
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
April 10, 2022

Palm Sunday               
Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 43:16-21; 
Psalm 126 (UMH 847); 

Philippians 3:4b-14; 
John 12:1-8 

Liturgical Color: Purple

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue 
is replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

