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Luke 13:31-35 At that time some Pharisees said to him, “Get away from here if you 
want to live! Herod Antipas wants to kill you!” 32 Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox that I 
will keep on casting out demons and healing people today and tomorrow; and the third 
day I will accomplish my purpose. 33 Yes, today, tomorrow, and the next day I must 
proceed on my way. For it wouldn’t do for a prophet of God to be killed except in 
Jerusalem! 34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen 
protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. 35 And now, look, your 
house is abandoned. And you will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord!’” (NLT)

Have you stopped rushing 
through the days and weeks to 
th ink about your possible 
future? It might be challenging to 
s l o w d o w n a n d t h i n k 
creatively for a bit, but you can 
do it! Imagine that your future 
self is 10 or more pounds lighter. 
Imagine that most of your 
monthly debts have been reduced 
considerably and you've picked 
up a skill you've always wanted 
to have, like learning a foreign 
language or learning to play that 
instrument you've always fancied 
playing! 

For many, such things might just sound like pipe dreams or merely wishful thinking!

Perhaps your current self — who you are right now, cannot achieve these goals. But 
your future self can do it!

If that is the case, then why not put your future self in charge? In other words, If that is 
the case, why not put your future self in charge? In other words, why don't we let 
our potential future self make most of our daily decisions based on our future goals?

Katherine Milkman is a behavioral economist at the Wharton School. Her area of 
interest is how daily decisions are affected by whether the current self or the future 
self is making the choices. We can’t hop into a 1981 Delorean, complete with a Flux 
Capacitor, hit 88 miles-per-hour, and go “Back to the Future,” but we can decide to 
make choices with a focus on the current day … or a future day.

Part of Milkman’s study has explored how people buy groceries online. Specifically, 
she has looked at what people order when they buy for next-day delivery, compared 
with what they order for delivery three days in advance. The current self buys for next-
day delivery. The future self buys for three days in the future.
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Find and circle all of the 1950's song titles that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell the title of an additional 1950's song.
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A Special Message From Bishop Gary Mueller
March 4, 2022
 
Brothers and Sisters of the 
Arkansas Annual Conference,

The Commission on the 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e 
announced yesterday that the 
2020 General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church 
rescheduled for August 29 - 

September 6, 2022 will not be held. Instead, the 
next General Conference will take place in 2024. 
Here is the press release with this information. Soon 
after that announcement, the Global Methodist 
Church stated it will begin as a new denomination 
May 1, 2022.

Ours has been a divided Church for a while, and 
yesterday’s events have added to the anxiety about 
the future. I will do everything I can to faithfully 
lead us through this difficult season. No doubt you 
have many unanswered questions about what all of 
this means. Additional information will become 
available in the coming weeks and months, and I 
will share it as quickly and accurately as possible.

We have much to navigate in Arkansas over the 
next several months. It will be challenging, but I am 
confident we can do it successfully if we embrace 
Jesus’ way and are gracious, compassionate and 
kind to each other. How we act, and especially how 
we treat each other, will be seen by people outside 
the church. I hope all of us will ask ourselves a 
question as we engage with each other in the 
coming months,  “What will those who don’t know 
Jesus think about Jesus as they watch us?”

I have heard from many of you that you feel caught 
in the middle and are uncertain about how to move 
forward because of what’s transpiring. I understand 
these feelings, but want you to know that your 
congregation is not a prisoner of what’s happening 
in the denomination. You can thrive as a 
congregation if you turn to Jesus and invite him to 

Volume 4 Issue 12

lead your congregation in making disciples of Jesus 
Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to 
transform lives, communities and the world.

We will get through this. In fact, I actually have great 
hope for the future because God is still God, Jesus is 
still Lord and the Holy Spirit is still at work. But I also 
have hope because of what I see God doing through you 
in your congregation. You are proclaiming the Good 
News of Jesus’ love. You are bringing people to Christ. 
You are growing disciples. You are sharing Jesus’ love 
in real ways with real people who are experiencing real 
pain. You are living in unity in spite of the differences 
that exist between individuals.

Please continue to join me as I pray for you, with you 
and for that part of the Body of Christ known as the 
United Methodist Church in Arkansas in the coming 
days.

Grace and peace,

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop

Wordsearch Solution — 1950’s Songs

https://arumc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f08faef6456c2c7531ed859&id=7143dba107&e=403174c50d
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And what has she found? People spend much more money when they buy for immediate consumption, and they tend to 
purchase less nutritious food. “If you buy for rush,” says Milkman to Psychology Today, “you buy junk.”

This is not universally true, but our current self too often buys Twinkies and potato chips. Who can refuse the delicate 
sweetness of Twinkies and palate-pleasing saltiness and crunch of potato chips? 

• Your future self — If you like your future self better, why not put your future self in charge? In other words, why 
don't we let our potential future self make most of our daily decisions based on our future goals?

• Your future self — is more rational and restrained than your current self. Your future self wants to benefit from 
exercise, while your present self is satisfied being a couch potato. 

• Your future self wants to have minimal debt, but your current self craves a new television. 

• Your future self wants to learn a foreign language, while your current self gets bored after 15 minutes of an 
instruction program.

I know this is easier said than done, but if we really want what our potential future holds, we need to put our future 
selves in charge of our decision-making!

So what does all of his future self-thinking have to do with our passage for this morning? On the surface, it might take a 
moment of thinking, but with a bit of excavation, we see Jesus' ministry as the perfect example of such future self-
thinking. Call such thinking future-thinking or mission-minded, but it boils down to the same thing either way.

In chapter 13, we see that Jesus has been doing some typical Jesus things. He called for repentance, healing on the 
Sabbath, telling parables, and teaching. 

This is where our passage for this morning begins….

“At that time some Pharisees said to him, “‘Get away from here if you want to live! Herod Antipas wants to kill you!’” 
(Verse 31)

We often attribute only evil deeds to the Pharisees, but it would appear that these guys were cut from a different cloth. 
As always, please remember that numerous commentaries disagree even on the motivations for this seeming act of 
kindness. 

The Jews themselves knew very well that there were good and bad Pharisees. They divided them into seven different 
classes. Thanks to William Barclay and his commentary on Luke for this interesting Pharisee information!

(a) The Shoulder Pharisees. These wore their good deeds on their shoulder and performed them to be seen of men.

(b) The Wait-a-little Pharisees. They could always find a good excuse for putting off a good deed until tomorrow.

(c) The Bruised or Bleeding Pharisees. No Jewish Rabbi could be seen talking to any woman on the street, not even 
his wife or mother or sister. But certain of the Pharisees went further. These "Bruised Pharisees" would not look at a 
woman on the streets of Jerusalem, and they even shut their eyes to avoid seeing a woman. Therefore, they ran into 
walls and houses and bruised themselves; and then exhibited their bruises as special badges of extraordinary piety.

(d) The Pestle-and-Mortar or Hump-backed Pharisees. They walked bent double in a false and cringing humility; 
they were the Uriah Heeps of the Jewish religion.

(e) The Ever-reckoning Pharisees. They were ever reckoning up their good deeds and, as it were, striking a balance 
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sheet of profit and loss with God.

(f) The Timid or Fearing Pharisees. They went ever in fear of the wrath of God. They were haunted by their 
religion.

(g) The God-loving Pharisees. They were copies of Abraham and lived in faith and charity.

There may have been six real stinkers within the  Pharisees for every good one. This passage shows that even 
amongst the Pharisees, many admired and respected Jesus.

So, these Pharisees gave Jesus the warning that Herod Antipas wanted to kill Him.

I'm not sure how I would feel, but being confident would probably not be on the top of my emotional list! Most of 
us would have skedaddled into hiding, but not Jesus, whose response to these Pharisees was, “Go tell that fox that 
I will keep on casting out demons and healing people today and tomorrow; and the third day I will accomplish my 
purpose. 33 Yes, today, tomorrow, and the next day I must proceed on my way. For it wouldn’t do for a prophet of 
God to be killed except in Jerusalem!”

Jesus referred to Herod Antipas, king of Galilee, who was out to stop him. To the Jews of that day, the fox 
symbolized three things. First, it was regarded as the slyest of animals. Second, it was regarded as the most 
destructive of animals. Third, it was the symbol of a worthless and insignificant man.

You’ve got to have a mission in mind to utter such brave and challenging words!  Besides, Jesus noted, “…. it 
wouldn’t do for a prophet of God to be killed except in Jerusalem!”

Jesus now turns His attention to Jerusalem, that aspect of His ministry that pained Him greatly. “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your 
children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.”  Luke 13:34

Jesus showed them the kind of compassion a mother would show her child (Isaiah 49:15), but the people turned 
away from him. As a result, they would have to face the consequences of their choices. These were consequences 
that would arrive at their front doors in 70 AD. On that date came the destruction of the Temple and the loss of 
thousands of lives. Then he predicted that they would not see him until Palm Sunday, when a multitude of 
disciples would say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 13:35).

What if we could do something similar in our secular and spiritual lives? You will have to use your imagination, 
but consider your future and best self!

I. On a semi-secular basis, what does your future self look like physically, emotionally, and spiritually?

Learn a new language? Take 30-minutes a day and work through a specialized App or language course.  Practice 
with a person who is fluent in the language or take a class at SAU.

Transform your health and appearance? Get physically checked out and if safe, start exercising according to 
your health and ability. Begin a walking program, dig those old rusty dumbbells out of storage, work out, join an 
exercise class, etc. But do something!

Learn a new skill? Take some music lessons! We have a top-notch piano teacher behind me. There's a new guitar 
shop on the square. Take a correspondence course. The choices are endless!

II. So, what does your future self envision the church of the future look like? 

Vibrant and full of worshippers? Be the church by inviting people to know Christ Jesus and get involved in 
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ministry at Magnolia First Church. Volunteer to teach, help in The Stewpot, and anywhere needed!

III. Closely related, what does your future self envision your response to God’s call on your life?

Be a person of prayer, one who studies the Bible on your own and with a group of fellow believers, uphold your 
baptismal promise to faithfully participate in our congregation through our "prayers, presence, gifts and service." 
And finally, as Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:25, “Don’t stop meeting together with other believers, which some 
people have gotten into the habit of doing. Instead, encourage each other, especially as you see the day drawing 
near.”

In this season of Lent, let’s keep our focus on the future that matters to Jesus. Remember always that you have 
been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

2022 4A Boys Basketball State Champions — Photos by Ali Dadgar
Congratulations to Coach Lindsey, fellow coaches, and the Magnolia Panthers 

on a great season and State Championship!



2022 4A Boys Basketball State Champions — Photos by Ali Dadgar

Thank you, Ali Dadgar for these fantastic 
photos and permission, via Billie, to print them 

for all to see and be blessed by!
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
March 20, 2022

3rd Sunday in Lent                 
Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 55:1-9;                                        
Psalm 63:1-8 (UMH 788);                             

1 Corinthians 10:1-13;                          
Luke 13:1-9 

 
Liturgical Color: Purple

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue 
is replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

