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Luke 4:1-13 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River. He 
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where he was tempted by the devil for forty 
days. Jesus ate nothing all that time and became very hungry. 3 Then the devil said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 But Jesus 
told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone.’” 5 Then the 
devil took him up and revealed to him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time. 6 “I will give you the glory of these kingdoms and authority over them,” the devil 
said, “because they are mine to give to anyone I please. 7 I will give it all to you if you 
will worship me.” 8 Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord 
your God and serve only him.’” 9 Then the 
devil took him to Jerusalem, to the highest 
point of the Temple, and said, “If you are the 
Son of God, jump off! 10 For the Scriptures 
say, ‘He will order his angels to protect and 
guard you. 11 And they will hold you up with 
their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot 
on a stone.’ 12 Jesus responded, “The 
Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the 
Lord your God.’” 13 When the devil had 
finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the 
next opportunity came.” (NLT).

Oscar Wilde once said, “I can resist anything except temptation.”

Ah, sweet temptations! We have all fallen prey to their their promises of momentary 
happiness, haven’t we? Temptation can trap us into a place of bondage to sin. It is like 
a prison cell that can lead us to spiritual or physical death at its worst, or at least, it can 
lead us somewhere we really don’t want to be!

Whether we surrender to it or resist it, we all know what temptation looks and feels 
like, don't we? We also know what happens when we succumb to it, but what might it 
look like from the outside when we resist it?

There’s a cute story about a little boy in a grocery store that I think gives a cute story 
about temptation resisted. The boy was standing near an open box of peanut butter 
cookies. “Now then, young man,” said the grocer as he approached the young man. 
“What are you up to?” “Nothing,” replied the boy: “Nothing.” “Well, it looks to me 
like you were trying to take a cookie.” “You’re wrong, mister; I’m trying not to!” 

Now, that’s temptation resisted!

Melissa and I recently stayed at the Hotel Hot Springs for the Jeff Farris Leadership 
Academy this past Friday and Saturday. Surprisingly, our free hotel breakfast was 
second only to the Embassy hotel, about a block away. It was filling and flavorful. The 
academy began a short two hours later. I was still full and satisfied, but then 6-boxes 
of fresh, delicious-looking doughnuts arrived! Unlike the little boy in the story, I 
succumbed to temptation and piled some doughnuts on top of my breakfast!
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Across 
1. * SPRING Sprouts
5. Sleeveless garments
10. What John Lennon had
13. Sphere
14. 4th letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet
15. Ms. Lupino
16. * SPRING Thing
18. Proprietor
20. He (Initials) starred in "From 
Here to Eternity" (1953)
21. Forever, with the "ays" left 
out
22. * Popular locale for SPRING 
Break
24. Atomic #24
25. State in the U.S.A.
27. Heard on the Witness Stand: 
"___ time did I ever say I was 
near that crime scene!"
28. * SPRING Sound
32. Tailored
34. Completely
35. Dai completer
36. Three-toed sloths
38. "Phooey!"
40. The Lion

41. * SPRING Splashers
44. Poet's output
45. Word heard in Golf
46. "King" in French
47. Mr. Cummings
48. Roman Numerals for 19
49. Have followers
52. * Someone Seen in 
SPRING
55. Sir McCartney
57. Character on "Married... 
With Children" (TV)
58. Atlantic Ocean inlet: 
Todos ___ Santos Bay
60. * SPRING Scarer
63. Self-governing, briefly
65. Thusly
66. Beatles Convention 
comment: "I think it was just 
___ that #55A was the Walrus, 
you know."
67. * In SPRING, they are 
worn during a #14D
70. Mineo of Movies
71. Canopy of Canvas
73. Something on a guitar
74. Sketch Show, smallily
75. Flux density unit

76. Soft cheese
Down 
1. Disney movie
2. River in Russia
3. Cassidy's co-star, once
4. Hunter's journey
5. Crow Cry
6. Programming language
7. Another programming language
8. Famous movie
9. * Daring types might decide to wear them in early 
SPRING
10. * Blossoms look lovely in them in SPRING
11. Cartoon lightbulb
12. Road substance
14. * SPRING Soaker
17. Mr. Cool J
19. Bottled Beverage
23. Loutish, without the "fish"
24. * It works its magic in SPRING (See #1A for a 
Related Clue)
26. Short greeting
28. * What people do in SPRING
29. Knock
30. Celebrated gymnast
31. Bellows the Actor
33. State of adversity
34. High spot
37. * SPRING Grower
39. Jinx
42. Barker
43. Look
50. Drawn tight
51. * Mothballs might be shaken from one in the 
SPRING
53. God of Egyptian Mythology
54. Fall asleep
56. Daring, without the "Bo"
59. Rica completer
60. U.S. Treasury law-enforcement agent
61. Sea Eagles, variantly
62. Vilify
64. Where Raleigh is, for short
65. Printer's direction
66. Beast of Burden
68. * SPRING comment: "Wouldn't this beautiful 
bouquet look nice ___ new vase?"
69. Square measure
72. I and I

http://print.infoplease.com/ipea/A0154824.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0823155.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0157691.html
http://print.infoplease.com/us.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0110156.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0819661.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0001734.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0154846.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0154662.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0157979.html
http://print.infoplease.com/spot/quiz/rivers/1.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0840227.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0202815.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0107430.html
http://print.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0849325.html
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A Special Message From Bishop Gary Mueller
March 4, 2022
 
Brothers and Sisters of the 
Arkansas Annual Conference,

The Commission on the 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e 
announced yesterday that the 
2020 General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church 
rescheduled for August 29 - 

September 6, 2022 will not be held. Instead, the 
next General Conference will take place in 2024. 
Here is the press release with this information. Soon 
after that announcement, the Global Methodist 
Church stated it will begin as a new denomination 
May 1, 2022.

Ours has been a divided Church for a while, and 
yesterday’s events have added to the anxiety about 
the future. I will do everything I can to faithfully 
lead us through this difficult season. No doubt you 
have many unanswered questions about what all of 
this means. Additional information will become 
available in the coming weeks and months, and I 
will share it as quickly and accurately as possible.

We have much to navigate in Arkansas over the 
next several months. It will be challenging, but I am 
confident we can do it successfully if we embrace 
Jesus’ way and are gracious, compassionate and 
kind to each other. How we act, and especially how 
we treat each other, will be seen by people outside 
the church. I hope all of us will ask ourselves a 
question as we engage with each other in the 
coming months,  “What will those who don’t know 
Jesus think about Jesus as they watch us?”

I have heard from many of you that you feel caught 
in the middle and are uncertain about how to move 
forward because of what’s transpiring. I understand 
these feelings, but want you to know that your 
congregation is not a prisoner of what’s happening 
in the denomination. You can thrive as a 
congregation if you turn to Jesus and invite him to 
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lead your congregation in making disciples of Jesus 
Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to 
transform lives, communities and the world.

We will get through this. In fact, I actually have great 
hope for the future because God is still God, Jesus is 
still Lord and the Holy Spirit is still at work. But I also 
have hope because of what I see God doing through you 
in your congregation. You are proclaiming the Good 
News of Jesus’ love. You are bringing people to Christ. 
You are growing disciples. You are sharing Jesus’ love 
in real ways with real people who are experiencing real 
pain. You are living in unity in spite of the differences 
that exist between individuals.

Please continue to join me as I pray for you, with you 
and for that part of the Body of Christ known as the 
United Methodist Church in Arkansas in the coming 
days.

Grace and peace,

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop

Crossword Solution — First Ladies

https://arumc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f08faef6456c2c7531ed859&id=7143dba107&e=403174c50d
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Let’s very briefly examine how Jesus avoided the devil’s temptations…

Before we continue, let's pause to remember why it is that Jesus said He came...
 
In Matthew 5:17, Jesus said, “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the 
writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose." (NLT)
 
He came to do what weak, frail humanity tried to do and failed miserably at!

One commentator said that these temptations had their parallel to the Fall of Mankind in the Garden of Eden. The time 
frame also hinted at Israel's wandering through the desert for 40 years, where they failed time and time again.
 
Let's consider the temptations one at a time and see if we can't notice some parallels:

1.) Appetite - One must remember that Jesus had been fasting in the desert for some 40 days at this point, and He was 
legitimately hungry! I don't know if He knew that the fast was about to be over or not, but here comes Satan when 
victory was around the corner. Satan said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” The 
devil invited Jesus to stop trusting in his Father for His provision and use his own strength and power as the Son of God 
to turn some stones into bread.
 
In my baking history, I’ve turned a few loaves of bread into something akin to stone, but not the other way around!

This temptation echoes Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit and Israel's complaint against Moses for depriving 
them of the bread they had in Egypt by leading them into the wilderness. In rebuking the devil, Jesus repeats Moses' 
rebuke to the Israelites' complaint in Deuteronomy 8:3 as He said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”

— Often, our temptations will test our identity as sons and daughters of God. 

— They will reveal something deep within our emotions and spiritual makeup!

— How often do we think to ourselves, “If God really loved me, then I wouldn’t be in this situation!”

— We might better say, “Lord, I have many, many needs. Please help me, lead me, and guide me!”
 
2.) Worshipping False Gods -  In the second temptation, we read, "Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly 
high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I 
will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”
 
Satan is offering an easy way out of the cross of Calvary. He is challenging Jesus’ identity as the perfect Lamb of God 
who has come to take away the sin of the world. By succumbing to this temptation and avoiding Calvary, He would lose 
His identity as Savior, and His mission to save humanity would have been lost.
 
How often have we lost our focus on worshipping God and worshiped the creation instead?
 
How? By worshipping: (1) The acquisition of money (2) Comfort above all (3) Celebrities and fame (4) Political 
personages (5) Hobbies

You might not fall down and worship them, but we occasionally place these things before God in our lives!
 
3.) Testing God - In the third and last temptation, Satan took Jesus to the holy city of Jerusalem and onto the highest 
point of the temple and said, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:
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‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’
and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”

 
I guess that He thought He might see how well Jesus knew the Scriptures by twisting this one by leaving out the 
part of the verse that brings out the whole meaning!
 
This echoes Moses' correction of the Israelites for putting God to the test in the wilderness. But once again, Jesus 
answers according to Holy Scripture, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’”
 
How many times do we tempt God by saying, “Lord, if you do so and so for me, then I’ll know that you love 
me.”  Instead, we should look to the words of Scripture, which remind us of God's great love for us!

Perhaps Satan wants us to lose our identity as believers in Christ Jesus, the one who is truly worthy of all glory, 
honor, and worship! 
 
Jesus' time of fasting, prayer, and temptations was a time for Him to reveal His identity to the devil, the world, 
and to Himself! 

What are we revealing in our lives?

Sometimes we don't really know who we are, and what we’re made of until difficult times arise. There's an old 
saying, "We are all like teabags; we don't know how strong we are until we are in hot water!”  

In The God Who Comes, a desert monk named Carlo Carretto speaks of his own temptation in the wilderness. He 
says, “In our community the other day there wasn’t much coffee. Coffee does me good down here in the desert...it 
helps me...I am old. I was worried about not having any, about spending a few hours feeling dull and weak, and 
so—without perceiving the evil I was doing—I went into the kitchen before the others and drank up all that was 
left. Afterwards, having suffered all day and made my confession, I thought in shame of my selfishness, of the ease 
with which I had excluded my two brothers from those black, bitter remains. It seems a tiny thing, yet in that cup 
of coffee, taken and not shared with my brothers, is the root of all the evil which disturbs us, the poison of all the 
arrogance which selfishness, riches, and power create. The difference between me and Jesus is right here,”

Carretto says, “in an affair that seems simple but isn’t at all; after a whole life time it is still there to make you 
think. Jesus would have left the coffee for his brothers; I did not” (p. 179).

Can you relate?

Our temptation, repeatedly, is to love the self more than we love God or others. In the Great Commandment Jesus 
says that the most important thing in the world is to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and to 
love others just as much as we love ourselves. It's that last part that's hard for us. Carlo Carretto probably would 
have given God the last of the coffee. But on that day, he loved himself more than others for whatever reasons. 
Instead of lovingly measuring out that little bit of coffee into three equal portions, he gulped it down when no one 
was looking.

And so the test that reveals what we are really made of can come at any time, and it can come in the smallest of 
things. 

(1) Will you leave some coffee for your brothers, or will you drink it all up? 
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(2) Will you get up and go to church on Sunday mornings, or will you hit the snooze button? 

(3) Will you take the time to talk to that person who didn’t make it to church? 

C. S. Lewis once said, “Every time you make a choice, you are turning the central part of you, the part of you that 
chooses, into something a little different from what it was before. And taking your life as a whole, with all your 
innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly turning this central thing either into a heaven[ly] creature 
or a hellish creature” (p. 125).

Every choice Jesus made put His mission to save the world above His own personal ease on the back burner.  He 
made every sacrifice for all of us!

Daily, we make hundreds of choices that either lead us closer to God or further away. Every choice reveals a small 
portion of who we are, but they can also clearly reveal who we serve!  Hopefully, it’s Jesus!

It may have been true that Oscar Wilde could “resist anything, except temptation,” but we have the Holy Spirit to 
lead, guide, and power us!

By God’s power and might, we can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens us! Philippians 4:13

So remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary



Adult and Children’s Choir — Photos

Our Adult and Children’s Choir blessed us as they 
worshipped God through song this past Sunday morning!

The joint hymn was “God is So Good!
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
March 13, 2022

2nd Sunday in Lent                 
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; 
Psalm 27 (UMH 758); 
Philippians 3:17-4:1; 

Luke 13:31-35 
 

Liturgical Color: Purple

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue 
is replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

