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Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2 And do not be 
conformed to th is world , but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Philippians 2:5-11 

You must have the same attitude that  
Christ Jesus had.

6 Though he was God, he did not think of 
equality with God

    as something to cling to.
7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;
    he took the humble position of a slave

    and was born as a human being.
When he appeared in human form,

8 he humbled himself in obedience to God
    and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place 
of highest honor

    and gave him the name                     
above all other names,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow,

    in heaven and on earth and              
under the earth,

11 and every tongue declare that Jesus 
Christ is Lord,

    to the glory of God the Father. (NLT)

Our message for this morning concerns 
itself with "something" vital that we bring 
with us everywhere we go. To some degree 
or another, it affects everything we say and 
do — not only does it affect others, but it 
will affect ourselves as well!  

Now, I hope this won't surprise you. Still, 
that important "something" you bring with 
you is not your fancy-schmancy new 
smartphone with three built-in cameras. It's 
not the latest iPad that you have entombed 

in a drop-resistant case. It's not even 
that stylish new outfit that you can't 
wait to show off! Any ideas yet? 

I'll torture you no longer; it's your 
Attitude! Whether you are conscious of 
it or not, we all bring our Attitude with 
us wherever we go. 

Most of us generally have good 
attitudes, with the occasional bad 
attitude thrown into the mix. In contrast, 
some folks are the exact opposite! You 
might not know which one you are, but 
I guarantee that others know which way 
your personality leans!  

This attitude balance is perfectly 
summed up by the old phrase, "Some 
people brighten up a room when they 
enter it, and others brighten it up simply 
by leaving!"

This is a side-note, but do you 
remember when you made a sour face 
as a kid, and someone warned you that 
said sour-face might stick? Yes, I have 
seen a few walking, talking examples of 
that in my lifetime! Maybe you have 
too! Don't be that person!

I remember art classes from my early 
school years. I really didn't like them. It 
wasn't because I disliked the idea of 
drawing or painting, it was because I 
stunk at it! But these "bad "works of art 
could, thankfully, be improved to 
"good" works of art! Years later, I 
realized that I could paint a picture of 
my choosing and sadly realized that 
many of my paintings stunk even worse 
than my grammar school efforts.

Creating this other type of artwork is 
the topic of a great book by James W. 
Moore that I read a few years ago and 
that I am re-reading now. 
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Across
1. * It's connected to a leg
5. "Hey, there!"
9. Type of undergarment
12. Lowest point
13. Roofed colonnade
14. Blemish
15. * Fold on the Face
17. Record label
18. Shred
19. Letter
20. * Relating to the Wrist
22. * Hair remover
23. * Heard in a Throat 
Doctor's Waiting Room: 
"___ the best reputation in 
town. I know I'll soon be 
able to sing again!"
24. * Something on a #1A
26. * Something from a 
Smile
28. * Voice quality
29. Mr. Griffin, and others

30. * Duct gland
34. Doctor's org.
35. * Word with 
Intestine
37. Illuminated
38. * Trachea
41. * The stomach 
digests them
43. Craze
44. * Something studied 
by Ophthalmologists
46. * Leg part
49. Put to use
50. Cheese
51. * Type of Tissue
53. Particular Principle
56. Just about
57. Alphabet letters
58. * Voice box
60. Do Others connecter
61. Ms. Peeples, and 
others
63. Stringy (var. sp.)

64. Path (abbr.)
65. Life and Scrabble, 
for example
66. Sound made by a 
furry friend
Down 
1. Ms. Wray, and others
2. Keats wrote them
3. * Stuff in the Skin
4. * Some pump iron to 
build them up
5. The Beatles song: 
"___ I Love You"
6. * Things a #1A can 
take
7. * Animal body
8. * Spinal Column part
9. * Puffiness in a 
Person
10. Magnitude relation
11. Mindful
12. Word in the Social 
Pages
14. * Something on a 
hand
16. Arlene or Roald
21. Ms. Dawn Chong
23. Music Store letters
25. Abbr. with a 
business name
26. Ms. Moore
27. Persia
28. Chase after
29. * Mouth, informally
30. It means "Before"
31. People from "The 
Time Machine"
32. Opera
33. Roads, for short
35. * Connective tissue
36. Imitate

39. * Heard in an Ear 
Doctor's office: "Now, 
I'm going to examine 
the ear___ see how it's 
doing since your last 
checkup."
40. Buddy
41. * Body part
42. Choose
44. Roman Numerals 
for 1,090
45. * Utter in an 
extremely loud voice
46. * Skeleton part
47. * Injured Athlete's 
comment: "___ know 
when my broken 
collarbone will heal, 
coach."
48. Moisten Meat
49. Literary 
composition
52. Freshwater mussel
53. Printed mistake
54. Over again
55. * Skin product, 
with "5"
59. * Fish eggs
62. He (Initials) 
directed "Jaws" (1975)
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July 2021 News and Announcements 
I hope, pray, and trust that 
your week has been 
blessed! We just finished 
week #3, the final week, 
o f o u r “ T r i p l e J ” 
Vacation Bible School! 

Here is a quick description 
of our VBS! 

Join the Adventure each 
night beginning at 6 pm. Children age 4 through 
grade 5 will have an amazing adventure! 
Preschoolers and future Kindergarteners will be in 
the Treehouse for the Adventure. Grades 1-5 will be 
explore the adventure through the following rooms. 
Newsroom: Help Discover the story and be apart of 
the investigation. Research Lab: Learn the amazing 
ways our world works as an example of the story. 
Surprises await us! Gift Shop: Craft as you dig in to 
your adventure. Action Station: Play and continue 
the adventure. 

Join us for Triple J Adventure! 

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love 
beyond compare and so do we! 

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 28

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Anatomy”
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In his book, Moore told of a friendship with a gal by the name of Ann Turnage. He recounted that she had been an 
inspiration to him and many others "because of her deep faith, her inner strength, her determination, and her great 
Christian attitudes, which have enabled her, by God's grace, to overcome a terrific hurdle. Ann Turnage is a cancer 
survivor who has turned her God-given strengths into a cancer ministry known as "Can-Care."

During Can-Care's first National Cancer Survivor's Day luncheon, she was one of the speakers. During that speech, she 
said something that would become the title of Moore's book and has stuck with me since I first read it! She 
said, "Attitude is your paintbrush...It colors every situation."

Wow!  What a statement filled with great truth!

Let me share an illustration that makes this point:

1.) Personal - A person's mental attitude has an almost unbelievable effect on his physical and psychological powers. 
The British psychiatrist, J.A. Hadfield, gives a striking illustration of this fact in his booklet, "The Psychology of 
Power." "I asked three people," he wrote, "to submit themselves to test the effect of mental suggestion on their strength, 
which was measured by gripping a dynamometer." They were to grip the dynamometer with all their strength under 
three different sets of conditions. (1) First, he tested them under normal conditions. The average grip was 101 pounds. 
(2) Then, he tested them after he had hypnotized them and told them that they were very weak. Their average grip this 
time was only 29 pounds! (3) In the third test, Dr. Hadfield told them that they were very strong under hypnosis. The 
average grip jumped to 142 pounds."  

2.) Corporate - When it comes to attitude making a difference in one's life, Austrian psychiatrist Dr. Viktor Frankl 
described a painful but illuminating experience in his book, "Man's Search for Meaning." At one point in his life, he 
was a long-term prisoner in a Nazi concentration camp. With pain and agony surrounding him, he started to carefully 
look at his fellow prisoners. He noticed something quite interesting, "some of the prisoners who looked physically 
strong and robust were actually weak because of their poor attitudes, whereas some others, who outwardly appeared to 
be frail and feeble, were amazingly strong because of their positive attitudes. The positive people became an inspiration 
to all who were in the prison camp."

Dr. Frankl wrote, “We who lived in concentration camps can remember the ones who walked through the huts 
comforting others...giving away their last piece of bread.  They may have been few in number but they offer sufficient 
proof that everything can be taken from us but one thing: the last of human freedoms - to choose one's own attitude in 
any given set of circumstances...to choose one's own way."

Way before Ann Turnage ever uttered the words, "Attitude is your paintbrush...It colors every situation," Dr. Frankl, and 
countless others, experienced the truth of those yet-to-be-spoken words!

So, for the very few of us here that don't have perfectly loving attitudes, we might well ask ourselves, in what ways can 
we strive to make our attitudes better reflect the Christian life and our text for this morning?

1.) An Attitude of Gratitude - Giving thanks to God for how He has blessed us in life is a wonderful way to develop it! 

There's a cute story about a little girl’s prayer: An anonymous little girl was being punished for some unknown offense 
by being made to eat alone in the corner of the dining room. The family paid no attention to her until they heard her 
pray: “I thank Thee, Lord, for preparing a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.”

Another cute but slightly more meaningful story about a child's prayer goes like this...

A family was trying to teach their four-year-old son Christopher how to pray.  They didn't want some memorized prayer 
that would mean little to the pray-er or the hearer, but they wanted him to pray a heart-felt expression of thanksgiving to 
God. On this particular occasion, Christopher reluctantly responded to his mother's request for him to pray...
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With one eye closed and the other eye scanning the room, he proceeded to thank God for everything in sight in the 
following manner... 

"Thank you God, for the chicken, the roast, the brown gravy, the tomatoes, the potatoes, the cantaloupe, the slaw, 
the baked beans, the salt, the pepper, the knives, the spoons, the forks, the placemats, the tablecloth, the 
napkins..." and everything else that was on the table!

As he prayed, Mom and dad smiled, while his brothers and sisters giggled under their breath!  And just when they 
thought his prayer was over, he started up again... "Thank you God, for the table, the chairs, the floor and the 
drapes, the tea, the ice and the sugar, the Sweet N' Low, the lemons," and so on...

He next thanked God for all of the people at the table, naming each of them individually! "He ended up by 
thanking God for his dog, Spot, who was under the table," pulling on his pants leg. He thanked God for 
everything he could see, except the carrots."  

It turns out that Christopher didn't like carrots; therefore, no thanks were given! Lol

While it has its own silliness, perhaps we too should take a moment to carefully look around us to see the many 
blessings that God has given us in our lives and then just thank him!

I know that giving thanks to God can be one of the most challenging things to do when we're facing a crisis! We 
would usually rather kick, scream, cry, and complain in times like those! We can do that, but after doing all of 
those things, giving thanks to God is really the best thing for us to do!

The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, "Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 
who belong to Christ Jesus."

Please remember that Paul said, "Be thankful in all circumstances..." you don't have to be thankful for what 
happened unless you are so inclined. However, you can be thankful despite what happened because we know that 
God can work all things together for good for those who love him and are called according to his 
purpose! Romans 8:28 

2.) An Attitude of Confidence - we know from God's Word that we can approach the throne of grace with all 
boldness. Still, for many of us, our confidence, or the confidence of someone near us, has been dismantled by the 
stresses and disappointments of this oft unloving and cruel world! From the great to the small, we all need the 
occasional reminder that we are people of worth to God and other people in our lives!

A number of years ago there was a PBS special on the Library of Congress.  During that show, a small box was 
shown that contained the items that were in the pockets of President Abraham Lincoln on the night that he was 
assasinated.

Inside that small box were:

• A handkerchief, embroidered "A. Lincoln.”
• A country boy's pen knife
• A spectacles case repaired with string
• A purse containing a $5 bill — it was Confederate money!
• Some old and worn newspaper clippings 

"The clippings," said the librarian of congress, Daniel Boorstin, "were concerned with the great deeds of Abraham 
Lincoln. And one of them actually reports a speech by John Bright which says that Abraham Lincoln is "one of the 
greatest men of all times."
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Like many great men and women, he had more than his fair share of critics and opponents. But it's an interesting 
reminder that Mr. Lincoln, along with his faith in God, needed an earthly reminder that he was indeed a man of 
worth!

Lincoln was a man who placed his trust and confidence in God. We need the occasional reminder that we too are 
loved, appreciated, and are a person of worth!

With that in mind, take a moment today to remind someone that God loves them and so do you! By the way, God's 
Word is filled with many promises and expressions of love toward us all!

3.) An Attitude of Compassion - closely related to empathy is the attitude of compassion, another often neglected 
spiritual commodity in this world!  A dictionary definition of it says,"Compassion is a feeling of deep sympathy 
and sorrow for another who is stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate the suffering."

Sometimes the one stricken by misfortune is stricken without a known cause or culprit and at other times the cause 
is not only known, but we might be the one who is causing the misfortune in his or her life! Whoever is the cause, 
when compassion becomes our attitude, a strong desire to ease the pain should be our attitude and response!

Several years ago, there was a PBS special on the Library of Congress. During that show, a small box was shown 
that contained the items in President Abraham Lincoln's pockets on the night that he was assassinated.

The movie centers around the life of fire Captain Caleb Holt, who lives by the old adage, "Never leave your 
partner behind!" In the process of saving lives and putting out fires in his community, he not only emotionally 
leaves behind his partner for life — his wife, but he regularly started fires of bitterness in his relationship with his 
wife by his stinky attitude and unloving actions. I won't tell you how it ends, but his dad gives him a 40-day plan 
of doing loving, caring things for his wife each and every day. It is a plan that helps him change his attitude and 
actions towards his wife from unloving to loving and grateful - a true transformation occurs!

On a practical note, what if we were to do something like that? What if we were to likewise begin a 40-day plan of 
doing loving, caring things for someone each and every day. How would that person's life be changed? How 
would your life be changed?

Gratitude, confidence, and compassion are just three of many beautiful attitudes that we can cultivate in our lives. 
These are attitudes that can act as paintbrushes, coloring every situation we come in contact with!  

Paul also tells about our expected attitude in Ephesians 5:1-2, “Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 
2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling aroma.” 

So how, and what, will you paint today and in the days and weeks to come?  

Will you paint something dismal that causes misery or 

Will paint something that brings joy, peace and healing into someone’s life?

As you go forth this day, paint a masterpiece of love, joy, and peace in the world and the people around you!

And remember that you have been bessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary



7 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 3 Issue 28



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 25, 2021

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

2 Samuel 11:1-15,                                     
Psalm 14 (UMH 746),                                

Ephesians 3:14-21,                                 
John 6:1-21 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

City of Magnolia Water Line — Replacement Project
Beginning Monday, August 2, the city will start replacing the old cast iron pipes with PVC pipes in front of 
our church. They will start at the corner of West Main and Vine and proceed east. They will be boring a 
hole at a depth of 2 1/2 feet. It will continue to the far east side of our parking lot and end in the alleyway.

This project should be finished on Friday, August 6, 2021. Madison Street and Main Street will remain 
open during this project. They will be putting in an eight-inch water line, and the cast iron water line that 
runs in the street will be abandoned. There will be four holes in our property that will be filled in later. 
There will be some dirt on the concrete pavements in those areas. If all goes well, we should be minimal 
disruption.

Steve Nipper


