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Junk Drawer Living
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 (see p.7)
[Sunday morning I brought
an empty drawer from the
* Junk Drawer Living!
parsonage and asked what it
was!] That's right, it’s a
* Crossword - “60’s Music” kitchen drawer...and no
ordinary one at that! This
* Announcements!
one is empty! Your most
recent move was probably
* UMW News!
the last time you saw one
* The House of Salvation!
exactly like this! Now, if
you are young enough, you
* Liturgical Colors and Misc. may have never seen one in
this condition! When we
first move into a new
residence, they all look
about the same as their
storage siblings…some
smaller and some larger, but
all clean and empty! As you
begin to unpack, some of
them are assigned the
honorable task of storing
silverware; others pot
holders, and various other
cooking accessories!
Unfortunately, there is at
least one of these
Inside this issue:
rectangular repositories that
“Junk Drawer Living”
1 is relegated to the status of
junk drawer!
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probably important and
are needed somewhere,
but after a while the
drawer starts to get really
full! It might even be
difficult to open and even
more difficult to close!
And even when you can
manage to get it open, it's
really tough to find what
you’re looking for! So
much so, for me at least,
that I have a tendency to
just carefully close the
door in disgust and defeat!
Some of us, unfortunately,
have moved beyond just
the kitchen junk drawer
and even have a junk room
or two! You know, that’s
the room you close off to
guests, lest they judge you
to be a pack rat or worse
yet - a hoarder!

September of 2014,
Melissa and I spent the
longest two weeks of our
lives in the former home
of one pack rat par
excellence, my mom - a
fine lady and a great mom
Don’t look so shocked! You who went well above and
know that you have at least beyond the call of pack rat
one in your kitchen! Don’t duty!
you? Be honest! It’s that
drawer where all of the Let me give you a brief
miscellaneous items are description of our trip to
placed, like that part from New Jersey and what we
t h e t o a s t e r o v e n , t h e discovered in greater
electrical tape, the chip d e p t h t h a n I e v e r
clips, some miscellaneous i m a g i n e d : O u r w o r k
screws, and the…well, you excursion, not vacation,
started with some high
get the idea!
hopes of accomplishing
Most of these items are our goals, but even the

drive to New Jersey turned
into an exhausting and
frustrating marathon that
took some 33-hours, which
included 4 and 1/2 hours of
painful intervals of
something akin to sleep on
the thinly carpeted floor in
the back of our minivan and
an agonizing 3 and 1/2 hour
trip through the 18 miles
between Washington D.C.
and Baltimore Maryland
during rush hour traffic
complete with aching knees,
painful right hip, and legs
This misery was
complimented by a full
bladder with no freeway
exits available for the entire
3 1/2 hour stretch of road!
The return trip took even
longer, but that's another
story!
Upon arrival at my mom's
house, we breathed a shortlived sigh of relief, thinking
that the worst of our journey
was over. We were wrong,
dead wrong!
When Melissa and I first
entered my mom's house,
we saw the familiar sight of
her cluttered home, but it
took on a brand new and
quite chilling dimension as
the realization fully hit us
that we were there to clean
it up and clear it out so that
it could be placed on the
market for sale!
Upon entry, our first quest
was to find somewhere to
place some of our luggage
Continued on Page 4
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“60’s Music” —- Crossword Puzzle
61. * Sixties Song: "___ Said
Than Done"
65. * Word that is part of a
Bobby Vinton song title from
the Sixties
67. * R.B. Greaves Sixties hit:
"Take A Letter ___"
68. Star of "CHiPS" (TV):
Er___ Estrada
69. * He pioneered the Sixties
Surfer Sound
72. Chicago loop train
74. * Ode to Peace by The
Beatles: "All You ___ Is Love"
76. Metal-bearing mineral
77. * Verse from "Last Kiss"
sung by J. Frank Wilson and
The Cavaliers: "Then in the
road, straight ahead / The car
was stalled, the ___ was
dead..."
80. Assembly vote
81. Lummox
82. * Surname associated
with The Kinks
Down

Across
1. * This part of a Liverpool
band's name was dropped before
hitting the big time
7. * He had a Sixties smash with
"Twisting the Night Away"
10. Fortify
13. * She co-wrote The Shirelles
smash "Will You Still Love Me
Tomorrow"
14. * Beatles-Breaker-Upper,
some say
15. * Burt Bacharach and Hal
David wrote this Sixties song: "I
___ Little Prayer"
17. * Verses from "Shut Down"
by The Beach Boys: "My Stingray
is light the slicks are startin' to
spin (Oooo movin' out now) / But
the Four-Thirteen's really diggin'
___ (Oooo movin' out now)..."
18. * "Walk-Don't Run" was this
group's big hit in the Sixties: The
___
21. Initials of the investigative
journalist who has an evening
talk show on CNBC
22. * Music impresario who
signed acts in the Sixties such as
Santana and Big Brother & The
Holding Company
24. * Sixties singer who married
Phil "The Wall of Sound" Spector
26. * Sixties Smash: "___ Mr.

Postman"
28. Gain Ground
29. Food scrap
30. Ms. Derek
31. Record store events
34. It'll turn "oun" into the last
name of a movie western star
35. * Mr. McKenzie of "San
Francisco (Be Sure To Wear Some
Flowers In Your Hair)"
39. City in New Mexico: Santa ___
40. Interjection of Pleasure
42. * Some Sixties Songs
48. * The Rolling Stones album:
"___ It Bleed"
49. * Verses from "It's A Man's,
Man's, Man's World" by James
Brown: "This is a man's world, this
is a man's world / But ___ would
be nothing, nothing without a
woman or a girl"
50. * Part of a hit song title for
Roy Orbison
52. Mount near Olympus
55. Bandages on Broken Bones
58. * Verses from "Purple Haze"
by Jimi Hendrix: "Purple Haze all in
my brain / Lately things don't
seem the same / Actin' funny but I
don't know why / 'Scuse ___ while
I kiss the sky"
59. Tony Blair and Jean Chrétien,
for short
60. Interjection of Surprise (pl.)

1. Literary genre: ___-Fi
2. * Sylvia's folk singing
partner in the Sixties
3. * She (Initials) sang
"Different Drum" with The
Stone Poneys (TRIVIA TIDBIT!
The song was written by Mike
Nesmith of The Monkees)
4. Acronym seen on a bottle
of Whiskey or Brandy
5. * He made his comeback in
1968 on a television special
6. * Lead singer of The
Vandellas who sang the hit
"Heat Wave": Martha ___
7. Blockhead
8. Babylonian Sky God
9. * Jim or Van
10. Formal organization, for
short
11. Egyptian deity, (var. sp.)
12. * Chart topper for The
Temptations
16. * She sang "Chain of
Fools"
19. I know not what: Je ___
sais quoi
20. Long time
22. Atomic #58
23. Scale Syllable
25. It'll turn "Qui" into a tall
crop plant
26. TV network
27. * Brill Building dance song
sung by Little Eva: "___Motion"
28. * Part of a song title by
The Beatles
32. Astern

33. * Name associated
with "This Diamond Ring"
34. * Name that was part
of a Sixties duo
36. * Song by The Hollies:
"___ A Carousel"
37. Woven Web
38. * Word With Who
41. Peculiar
43. * Part of a psychedelic
smash song title by The
Small Faces
44. Baseball legend: Mel
___
45. Word seen on a Memo
46. * The Four Tops hit:
"It's the ___ Old Song"
47. * She sang "Try"
51. "Sea" in Strasbourg
53. * Bob referred to him
as the greatest living
American poet
54. Acronym seen on a job
application
56. * Marianne Faithfull
had a hit with this song, in
1964: "___ Tears Go By"
57. * Hit for Hyland: "___
With a Kiss"
60. Mr. Baba
62. Stadium
63. Affirmative reply in
Spain
64. U.S. state
66. Collection of Norse
poems
67. Mother, commonly
70. Isthmus of ___: Strip
of land that links the Malay
Peninsula to the mainland
of Asia
71. Word meaning, for
short
72. Compass point
73. Victor Hugo novel:
"___ Misérables" (1862)
75. Mr. Cummings
78. American heiress who
grew up to be a fashion
designer (Initials)
79. V - III = ___
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September 2019 News and Announcements
2019 Southwest District-Wide Charge Conference
The 2019 District Wide Charge Conference will take
place at 3:00 p.m. on November 17, 2019 at
Malvern First United Methodist Church, 127 East
Page Street, Malvern, AR. The deadline for
submitting the Charge Conference packet will be
October 18, 2019. Bishop Mueller will lead us in
worship. More details will be provided as we know
them.
Magnolia Methodist
Adopt a College Student Program

things to happen over the up and coming years!
Caring Place Fish Fry
First United Methodist Church Bus Barn
Monday, October 14, 2019
5-7 p.m.
$12.00
Mule’s Catering
Fish Plate with sides
Carry Out Only
Always remember that you have been blessed to be a
blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary

Transitioning to college life is an exciting time in the life
of a young person, but it can also be chaotic and
confusing as it is characterized by many different life
transitions.
We can help support and comfort by “adopting” students
for the school year while students are away from their
families. Students will benefit greatly from this program
as it gives them a connection and sense of belonging in
our community as you walk with them down one of the
most exciting yet difficult times in their lives.
Sponsors will be matched with a student and will engage
in both group and individual activities. It’s simple and
inexpensive!
Here are a few ideas as to how you might engage
with your student:
Cross Word Puzzle Solution - “60’s Music”

•
•
•
•

Sunday lunches/Cooking Together
Day Outings/Fishing
Life & Faith Mentoring
Giftcards/Care Packages

For more information, please contact Rev. Dan Read at
dan.read@arumc.org or (816) 529-7863.
It is hard to believe that we are
into our third month at Magnolia
First United Methodist Church.
Melissa and I have experienced
a heart-warming amount of love
and welcome here in beautiful
Magnolia! We are looking
forward to many years of joyful
service and are expecting great
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and personal items: there was not
one counter-top (bathroom or
kitchen), coffee table or end-table
that was not so full of things as to
leave enough room for even a
McDonald's bag to rest
comfortably! Finding an empty
chair was an equally disturbing
challenge! Luckily the bed wasn't
too full as to prevent sitting, but still
need to emptied for sleeping later
that evening!

Junk Drawer Living

constantly cram into them!

— Going to endless meetings and
appointments!
— Activities revolving around
family, friends, career, and school!

With all of our many activities, our
emotional nd spiritual lives begin to
resemble my mom’s cluttered house.
There might be many good things in
there, but it's also a life that has
gradually become filled with 2nd
Over the next two-weeks we best!
discovered that every drawer, every
nook and cranny was so filled with If you have come to feel that way,
stuff that this was going to be a task don’t dismay! You’re not alone! The
greater than the time we had wisest man, besides Jesus Christ,
available to us! The bedroom closet King Solomon has walked in similar
was stacked from floor to ceiling shoes!
with stuff - to include brand new
shoes and clothing with the tags still In our passage for this morning, we
on them! The garage was so packed see all the signs of a life filled with
that it could barely accommodate a 2nd bests.
bicycle, let alone a car! As we
investigated further, we discovered Let’s take a peek at these signs and
that many of the cabinets and boxes see if we might be able to see a little
throughout the house contained of ourselves in wise old King
carefully washed and stored milk Solomon…
cartons, juice containers, toilet paper
tubes, and empty glass and plastic I. Signs that your life has become
containers of every sort! By the cluttered with too much stuff:
way, my mom was particularly fond
of empty “Sanka” instant coffee a) Too Busy to think, rest, enjoy life
jars, of which she had nearly one or even worship God…2:3-8
entire box dedicated to their eternal
preservation! Don’t even get me The first sign of junk drawer living is
started on the bountiful supply of busyness or excessive activity. Now
don’t misunderstand me, in our age of
things in the attic!
The longer we sorted through this couch potato kids and adults, normal
veritable sea of junk, the more activity is a good thing! Here’s the
frustrated and irritated I became problem, when our activity and
trying to deal with the many dusty busyness results in neglected
boxes of stuff and their varied relationships with God, our spouses,
contents! It soon became difficult to our families, and friends…then it is
downright wrong!
think, rest, or even sleep!
As I pondered all of this clutter and
confusion, I realized that this is how
our lives can become, if we let
them; cluttered and confused with
all of the activity and stuff that we
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The junk drawer life has not left space
for the most important things, because
it's so full of second bests!
If you look at verses 3-8, you see that
Solomon was one busy guy!

•
•
•
•
•
•

He searched (3)
He made (4,5,6)
He built (4)
He planted (4,5)
He acquired (7)
He gathered (8)

And in the midst of it all,
Solomon’s life was filling up with
stuff like my mom's house! And by
the way, as we looked through her
boxes of stuff, we discovered that
she displayed the junky things and
packed the good stuff up in boxes
that were hidden away from sight
and enjoyment!
That’s the first sign of junk drawer
living — Being too Busy to think,
rest, enjoy life or even worship
God!
b) The second sign is that You
can’t seem to get enough…2:7,8,9
This junk drawer style of living is
eaten up with wanting more and
more things, positions, and power!
Perhaps even the worries of life
show up as an added treat! It seems
like we want to make all of our
activity seem worthwhile by having
something to show for it and to
pass along to our families!Yet it's
like eating Twinkies instead of real
food…it never satisfies and it fails
to nourish!
Solomon got all that was available!
— House & vineyards
— Gardens and orchards
— Silver, gold & special treasures
— Singers and musical instruments
— Servants
He gained so much that he was said
to be greater than all before him!
c) Addicted and Out of Control…
2:10
Solomon admitted that
Continued on Page 5
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Junk Drawer Living

whatever his eye saw or his heart aside and has placed self on the
desired, he got it! Sounds a little bit like throne! Solomon, all together, used
many of us from time to time!
the pronouns “I” and “me”, “mine”
& “myself” about 50 times.
When busyness leads to more busyness, Solomon’s self or ego had taken
and gaining leads to wanting “just a charge of his life! I’m not saying
little bit more,” we are out of control! that we are intentionally egotistical,
It’s like any addiction…we crave that but we do have to be careful about
feeling that comes with those things our reasons for the way we live our
and even the feeling of being busy! lives!
This fuels the fire for more of the same
in this vicious cycle. You might think But when this happens, God is
that all of this gaining will truly satisfy, often pushed out of his rightful
but there is a high price to pay!
place. Sure enough, many religious
folks go to church Sunday after
There are many consequences that Sunday, but they make no room for
result from this type of living… God the rest of the week! Some
emotional, spiritual, physical, financial, even arrive for morning worship,
and social loss! You might just suffer but their minds are on their
one…to begin with, but they’ll all show schedules for the rest of the day, or
up by the time that it’s all said and what they are going to have for
done! It may take years and it may go l u n c h , o r e v e n e n g a g e d i n
undetected like a tumor, but it will discussions with those seated near
come! Solomon experienced a great them. If that's the case, then the
consequence. The consequence of life junk drawer life has smothered out
becoming meaningless! Solomon God. That’s the bad news, so what
wrote, “When I surveyed…what I had can we do?
toiled to achieve, everything was
meaningless.” (2:11 NIV)
II. Here’s my suggested cure for
this junk drawer life… Just like
Can you imagine going through your your kitchen junk drawer can be
entire life and looking back and cleaned out, we can clean out our
realizing that you traded the most lives…if your life is as junked up
important people and things for the as my mom's house was, then it
things that don't ultimately matter? will take some sustained effort and
What if someday you finally came to outside help, but it can be done!
the realization that God was trying to
tell you something very important for Let me suggest a few radical ideas
your life all of those times you so that just might reverse this selfdesperately wanted to rush out of made mess…
church so you could get to lunch, back
A. Take a Quick Inventory of the
to your TV, or a book?
Things in Your Life — What’s
How would you feel, having cheated really important and what's useless
yourself out of knowing His will for junk? Sometimes it's not quite as
your life? All of those things that you obvious as throwing away an old
thought were so important or you milk carton, though carefully
worked so hard to achieve would seem cleaned and stored! Sometimes, as
unimportant! It's a sobering thought, we found out on our trip, it's a
isn't it? So…what happened to cause of matter of saving only the most
this mess? The cause resides in the important and meaningful things
heart. A heart that has pushed God and casting off the rest! This is a
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thought that resurfaced as we
viewed our vast storage building
treasures this past Friday!
B. Solitude and Prayer…Take
some time to be alone with God
and be quiet before him!
Oftentimes our private prayer
times are merely laundry lists of
our needs and wants, which, as
soon as we are done, we end our
time of prayer. Why not pray and
ask God for his direction and then
be quiet and listen for His still
small voice to speak to you!
C. Sacrificial Giving… Part of
this return to wholeness can be in
the form of our sacrificial giving!
Instead of looking always to how
we can benefit in this world, why
don’t we take some of what God
has given as an increase and go
into this world and bless others
with it? This could be something
extra that you have that might
bless someone else, like a gift,
talent, or even material
possession!
Life can become a cluttered junk
drawer-like mess, and we all
know it from personal
experience!
Solomon comes to his conclusion
in Ecclesiastes 12:13,"Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man.”
So what will you do? Will you
continue to live in the mess and
confusion of your spiritual junk
house or allow God to help you
clean it up and fully live the
abundant life?
The choice is yours — choose
wisely!
Pastor Gary
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“The Critical Importance of Church Choirs” by Vince Wilcox - Part 1
Is the verdict final? Are church choirs going the way of pay phones and Blockbuster video
stores? The evidence seems pretty convincing. . . From 1998 to 2012, 21% of evangelical
churches and 40% of mainline churches stopped using choirs regularly in worship (according to
the most recent National Congregational Study). (http://blog.discoverworship.com/articles/the-case-forimportance-of-church-choir?

That said, of the 200,000 evangelical and mainline Protestant churches in North America, 35%
of evangelical congregations and 37% of mainline churches continue to use choirs—a total of
approximately 70,000 churches. That’s still a lot of folks who believe in the critical importance
of church choir in their worship services. As an attorney, I’m trained to prepare arguments and
present evidence. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, here are seven reasons a choir can be vital to
your church.
1.) Choirs are biblical. It’s easy to miss, but the Book of Psalms is filled with detailed notes to
the music director explaining the style, the melody, and the occasion of a particular song. Old
Testament worship was led by great numbers of trained singers and musicians. And the Psalms
were the hymnal of the New Testament church. This is not to say that choirs are the only valid
scriptural model for worship, but to dismiss choirs altogether as archaic and irrelevant means we
risk forsaking a rich biblical tradition.
2.) Choirs encourage excellence in worship. A choir rarely performs “off the cuff.” Rather, the
director spends time and resources finding the perfect arrangement of the perfect song. Then, the
director spends time rehearsing singers and musicians to perform the song with beauty and
precision. Choir members learn the parts and hopefully transcend the notes on the page—
allowing the song to speak to and through them to the congregation. Ideally, a “performance”
piece inspires people to praise. Likewise, using the choir for congregational songs is a powerful
prompt to worship: people clearly hear the melody and join their voices as one. A practiced
choir encourages a sense of awe and reverence through their excellence and preparation.
Choirs can inspire and lead worship. One of the arguments against using choirs in contemporary
worship services is that it relegates congregants to the role of bystanders. As if we’re saying,
“Let the professionals do the worshiping—you just sit here and enjoy it.” Instead—the argument
continues—we ought to make congregational singing as simple and inviting as possible. So we
do away with hymnals that have written harmony parts and simply project lyrics on the screen to
be sung in unison. But this great “dumbing down” doesn’t necessarily encourage more
participation. You don’t have to look far to find modern worship settings where people are
“spectating” just as much as they might have done with a choir. The issue isn’t as much if a
choir should be used; rather, it’s how a choir can be used to facilitate meaningful worship. Yes,
it’s possible to make your choir (or worship band, for that matter) the center of attention. But
that’s “worship malpractice” insomuch as it misdirects your congregation away from the true
object of worship, the Lord. But properly used, a choir (or worship band) can lead your
congregation to worship in Spirit and in truth.
(Continued next week)
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Ecclesiastes 2:1-11; 12:13-14

The Futility of Pleasure
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good things’ in life.”
But I found that this, too, was meaningless. 2 So I said, “Laughter is silly. What good
does it do to seek pleasure?” 3 After much thought, I decided to cheer myself with wine.
And while still seeking wisdom, I clutched at foolishness. In this way, I tried to
experience the only happiness most people find during their brief life in this world. 4 I
also tried to find meaning by building huge homes for myself and by planting beautiful
vineyards. 5 I made gardens and parks, filling them with all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I built
reservoirs to collect the water to irrigate my many flourishing groves. 7 I bought slaves,
both men and women, and others were born into my household. I also owned large herds
and flocks, more than any of the kings who had lived in Jerusalem before me. 8 I
collected great sums of silver and gold, the treasure of many kings and provinces. I hired
wonderful singers, both men and women, and had many beautiful concubines. I had
everything a man could desire! 9 So I became greater than all who had lived in
Jerusalem before me, and my wisdom never failed me. 10 Anything I wanted, I would
take. I denied myself no pleasure. I even found great pleasure in hard work, a reward for
all my labors. 11 But as I looked at everything I had worked so hard to accomplish, it was
all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. There was nothing really worthwhile
anywhere.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
That’s the whole story. Here now is my final conclusion: Fear God and obey his
commands, for this is everyone’s duty. 14 God will judge us for everything we do,
including every secret thing, whether good or bad.
13

NLT — The New Living Translation

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lectionary Texts for this Week

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

September 22, 2019

Lectionary Texts:
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9, or Psalm 4 (UMH 741)
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
Liturgical Color: Green

UMW Fab 5 Circle
Goal Met
School Kit Goal
25 out of the 25 School Kits!
Camp Tanako Financial Needs
Paid in Full
Praise God and our thanks to
our faithful Congregation!!!

Green symbolizes the renewal of
vegetation and generally of living
things and the promise of new life. It
is used for the Season of Epiphany
between Transfiguration Sunday and
the beginning of Lent, and for
Ordinary Time between Trinity
Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost)

