
revile and persecute you, 
and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My 
sake. 12 Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great 
is your reward in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before 
you.

Dur ing my yea r s o f 
service with the Camden 
Police Department, I had 
the opportunity to teach 
D.A.R.E. to the 5th graders 
at Whiteside Elementary 
school. (D.A.R.E is an 
acronym that stands for 
Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) D.A.R.E is a 
great program that teaches 
a variety of subject areas 
from self-esteem issues to 
peer pressure and covers 
some of the negative 
effects that drugs can have 
on someone’s body. Part 
of our class time was spent 
with role-playing different 
situations, part was spent 
in lecture, and part of our 
time was spent increasing 
the student’s D.A.R.E. 
related vocabulary. 

One particular lesson 
focused on our actions and 
the consequences that we 
might have as a result of 
our actions. I usually 
began this lesson by 
asking the students to 
name for me some things 
that they considered were 
a c t i o n s a n d t h e i r 
consequences.  

I would invariably get 
answers like: “If I don’t 
clean my room, my daddy 
will give me a whoopin’” (A 
very strong emphasis on the 
word whoopin’ was usually 
verbally indicated!)  

…or, “If I get a bad grade 
on my report card, I’ll lose 
my allowance!”   

T h e a n s w e r s g i v e n , 
consistently reflected a 
negative action resulting in 
a negative consequence as 
in, “You’re going to have to 
face the consequences!”  

I would next ask the 
students if consequences 
could ever be considered 
good.  

Occasionally, I would get 
some brave 5th grader who 
answered, “Yes!”  But if no 
brave souls were vocal in 
that class, I would ask them 
what would happen if they 
cleaned their rooms / the 
whole house or got all “A’s” 
on their report cards. They 
would respond by listing 
their rewards for such 
actions. (At this juncture, 
w e w e r e r a p i d l y 
approaching the “A-ha” 
moment in our D.A.R.E. 
word for the week!)

Th i s “A-ha!” moment 
arrived with the word 
Consequences which we 
defined as “The results of 
something you choose to do 
or choose not to do.” In an 
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This week brings us to the 
final chapter in our series on 
The Beatitudes of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! Let’s read the 
very familiar words of 
Jesus…

Matthew 5:1-12 (NKJV) 
And seeing the multitudes, 
He went up on a mountain, 
and when He was seated His 
disciples came to Him. 
2 Then He opened His mouth 
and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit,

For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

4 Blessed are those who 
mourn,

For they shall be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,

For they shall inherit the 
earth.

6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 

righteousness,
For they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart,

For they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the 

peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons 

of God.
10 Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake,

For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 Blessed are you when they 

Continued on Page 4



“National Monuments” —- Crossword Puzzle

2 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 1 Issue 6

Across 

1. * State where the National 
Monument at #60A is located
6. ".eebsirF yalP" .A "?eebsirF 
yalp ro llab ___ ot referp uoy 
dluoW" .Q
11. www.infoplease.___
14. * National Monument in 
Arizona where archaeological 
remains have been preserved
16. Sort of musical composition, 
minus the "de"
17. Scorch
18. * With #49A
19. Self-governing (abbr. & 
bkwds.)
20. * The Statue of Liberty 
majestically stands by it, for 
short
22. * National Monument where 
giant reptiles once roamed
24. Member of the family, for 
short
27. Café Lait connecter
28. Garde's partner
29. TV drama
30. * Canyon de ___: National 
Monument where the Spider 
Woman lurks (According to 
Navajo legend, she keeps the 
bones of her victims at the top of 
the Spider Rock --an 800-foot tall 
rocky spire)

32. * Salinas ___ Missions: 
National Monument where 
communities once thrived over 
three centuries ago
36. * State (for short) where 
#51A is located
37. * El ___: National Monument 
which is often called Inscription 
Rock
40. Football cheer
41. * The final resting spots of 
many Miocene-era mammals can 
be found at this National 
Monument
46. Business name abbr.
47. * State where the National 
Monument of Alibates Flint 
Quarries is located (bkwds.)
48. "Thanks" in Britain
49. * National Monument in 
Arizona: ___ #18A Volcano
51. * National Monument at the 
birth site and childhood home of 
the famous African-American 
educator and leader for whom it 
honors: ____ T. Washington 
National Monument
55. In the direction of ...flipped 
around?
56. Memo word
58. World org.
59. * National Monument (in 
Florida) that served as an outpost 
of the Spanish Empire to defend 

the settlement of Saint 
Augustine: Castillo de ___ 
Marcos
60. * It is here near the 
Snake River where a 4,280-
acre National Monument (that 
is of great interest to 
paleontologists) is located
64. The 19th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
66. "Hail!"
67. * Q. "Is it Pulaski ___ 
Frederica that is the National 
Monument in Georgia?" A. 
"Both of them are National 
Monuments in Georgia."
69. Certain European ...but 
backwards?
73. Road covering
74. * National Monument in 
Montana: Little Bighorn ___ 
(Site of the June 25-26, 1876 
clash between the 7th United 
States Cavalry and the Sioux 
and Cheyenne warriors who 
would defeat the forces of 
Colonel George Custer)
76. Prefix that means "Eye", 
without the "Oc"
77. Sort of chocolate
78. * Devils ___: Located in 
Wyoming, this National 
Monument was featured in the 
science-fiction movie "Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind" (1977)

Down 

1. The 22nd letter of the 
Greek alphabet ...but it's 
backwards?
2. Stuff for Shaping, minus 
the "Play-"
3. "Take on Me" group
4. Orchestra instrument
5. "Alright!"
6. (VT) "gerG & _-_-_-A-H-D"
7. "Joe Dirt" (2001) name
8. Form of protest
9. Sign of things to come
10. Root vegetable
11. * National Monument 
which looks like a giant 
amphitheater made from rock
12. retcennoc srehtO oD
13. * National Monument in 
California, with Woods
15. * esuoH htiw ,odaroloC ni 
tnemunoM lanoitaN
21. Set down ...but 
backwards?
23. Determine
24. * State where the 
Congaree Swamp National 
Monument is located, for short
25. "!ydwoH"

26. * An underground 
stream flows through this 
National Monument 
(bkwds.)
31. Back muscle, for short
32. Secret, minus the 
"vate"
33. olletsoC .rM
34. Fella
35. "I sees!"
37. Mystify, minus the 
"Flum"
38. Suffix that means "Full 
of"
39. Break open, without 
the "Bu"
41. Three-toed sloths
42. Kind of antelope
43. Compass point
44. Cosby Character, with 
Albert
45. The Guess Who spin-off 
gr.
50. Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
51. * National Monument 
in Wyoming, with Fossil
52. * Trip Talk: "My family 
is going ___ trip to see the 
National Monuments of 
Arizona ...and yours isn't --
ha, ha!"
53. Per item (abbr.)
54. Hosp. employee
56. Q. "Where's that ___ 
put on the roof of our car 
before departing on this 
camping trip?" A. "It must 
have fallen off a few miles 
back."
57. * Material of Many 
Monuments (bkwds.)
60. * State where the 
National Monument known 
as Natural Bridges is 
located (bkwds.)
61. * sdeB htiw ,ainrofilaC 
ni tnemunoM lanoitaN
62. Lowe and Reiner
63. Not c-c-c-cold ...but 
backwards?
65. Freshwater mussel
68. Rolls up, without the 
"Fu"
70. * Where the Aztec 
Ruins National Monument is 
located, with Mexico
71. Island: French
72. Presidential monogram
75. Unit of length (abbr.)
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September 2019 News and  Announcements 
2019 Southwest District-Wide Charge Conference

The 2019 District Wide Charge Conference will take 
place at 3:00 p.m. on November 17, 2019 at 
Malvern First United Methodist Church, 127 East 
Page Street, Malvern, AR. The deadline for 
submitting the Charge Conference packet  will be 
October 18, 2019. Bishop Mueller will lead us in 
worship. More details will be provided as we know 
them.

Registration for Equip 2019 is now open! 

This is a training event for youth workers by youth 
workers. Go to www.arumc.org/equip19 to find out 
about our keynote speaker, Rev. Matt Rawle and the 
workshop options. Just $20 for the day including 
lunch and one of Matt's books!

Schedule:

9:00-9:30 Registration
9:30-11:30 Keynote
11:30-12:15 Lunch
12:15-3:15 Workshops
3:15-4:00 Worship

It is hard to believe that we are 
beginning our Seventh week at 
M a g n o l i a F i r s t U n i t e d 
Methodist Church.  Melissa and 
I have experienced a heart-
warming amount of love and 
welcome here in beautiful 
Magnolia! We are looking 

Volume 1 Issue 5

forward to many years of joyful service and are 
expecting great things to happen over the up and 
coming years! 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Cross Word Puzzle Solution - “National Monuments!”
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Blessed Are Those Who Are Persecuted
ideal world, bad consequences 
would follow from bad actions and 
good consequences would follow 
from good actions. But as we all 
know, we don’t live in an ideal 
world and things don’t always work 
out that way, that is, there are times 
in life when doing the right thing 
can lead to some bad consequences, 
despite our best intentions.  I’ve 
been there and done that, maybe you 
have too!

Such po ten t i a l ly unp leasan t 
outcomes are the thrust of our final 
beatitude…

Jesus said in Matthew 5:10-12, 
"Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
[If that’s not bad enough, Jesus 
chose to make this final Beatitude 
extremely personal by continuing on 
to say] 11 Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12 
Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.”

Do the right thing and suffer for 
doing it?  Unfortunately, yes!

Like the rest of the beatitudes, this 
one flips our customary thinking on 
its head! 

Our normal thinking says, do 
something good and get rewarded…
do something bad and get punished! 
However our experience in this 
world as taught us that life isn’t 
always so consistent in doling out 
what we believe are the appropriate 
consequences!  

I’ll make this short and sweet.  
Well, short I can do, but sweet...I 
can't promise.

The man who brought me to the faith 
was the late Reverend Walter 
Martin. He was a man who was 
loved by many but also verbally 
persecuted by others for the Gospel’s 
sake. He was persecuted because he 
was more concerned with saving 
souls from the cults than being 
politically correct. 

1.) Will you be persecuted?

I will never forget Dr. Martin’s key 
scripture passage for his ministry and 
for the making of a ready defense of 
the Gospel. This passage, along with 
others, spoke of the call to all 
believers to witness, but it also spoke 
o f t h e p o t e n t i a l n e g a t i v e 
consequences of suffering for the 
Gospel’s sake…

The words of the Apostle Peter, as 
they are found in 1 Peter 3:15-17 
“But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear: 16 
Having a good conscience; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as of 
evildoers, they may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good conversation 
in Christ. 17 For it is better, if the will 
of God be so, that ye suffer for well 
doing, than for evil doing.”

Or…How about the words of the 
Apostle Paul, as he writes in 2 
Timothy 3:12 “Yes, and all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer persecution.”

Or…How about the words of Jesus in 
John 15:20-21 "Remember the word 
that I said to you, 'A servant is not 
greater than his master.' If they 
persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you…”

It seems reasonably clear that those 

who live out the beatitudes might 
just find themselves persecuted for 
righteousness sake. 

2.) Despite that, there at least two 
reasons to rejoice... 

   a) Reason #1 - Great is Your 
Reward in Heaven! 

Our problem is that we are usually 
so politically correct that we never 
ruffle a feather, if so, then we 
probably shouldn’t expect as much 
of a reward in heaven. If you are 
b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d f o r H i s 
righteousness sake as you proclaim 
the Gospel, then expect a great 
reward in heaven!  

b) Reason #2 - Good Company! 
— If you are being persecuted, you 
are in good company! How about 
Jesus, Jeremiah, Stephen, the 
Apostles, the Prophets, and the 
thousands of souls that have been 
persecuted and martyred down 
through the centuries for Christ’s 
sake?

Some Concluding Thoughts:  

The beatitudes of our Lord Jesus 
are not easy to follow, even with 
the Holy Spirit’s help, but they can 
be lived out. Jesus said that the 
world will know us by the love that 
we have for one another and they 
might even recognize us by the 
fruits of our lives.  They will also 
recognize our lack of fruits as well!

Some time ago, I came across an 
amusing re-write of the Beatitudes. 
It’s called The Devil’s Beatitudes…
listen to them as we close and see if 
your life more closely reflects 
J e sus ’ Bea t i t udes o r t hose 
portrayed in the sadly humorous 
Devil’s Beatitudes…

Volume 1 Issue 6

Continued on Page 5
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THE DEVIL’S BEATITUDES

(1) Blessed are those who are too tired, 
too busy, and too distracted to spend an 
hour once a week with their fellow 
Christians - they are my best workers. 

(2) Blessed are the touchy, who stop 
going to church - they are my 
missionaries. 

(3) Blessed are the troublemakers – for 
they shall be called my children. 

(4) Blessed are the complainers – I’m 
all ears to them. 

(5) Blessed is the church member who 
expects to be invited to his or her own 
church - for this one is a part of the 
problem, instead of the solution. 

(6) Blessed are those who gossip - for 
they shall cause strife and divisions - 
and that pleases me. 

(7) Blessed are those who are easily 
offended - for they will soon get angry 
and quit. 

(8) Blessed is he who professes to love 
God but hates his brother and sister - 
for he shall be with me forever. 

Jesus offers us a better way in Matthew 
5:1-12:

1.) “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Those who have made an intellectual 
acknowledgement that they have sinned 
and stand condemned before a 
righteous and holy God. This is the 
person who realizes that their own 
works of righteousness are as filthy 
rags (Isaiah 64:6) and that it is only by 
trusting in Jesus’ sacrificial death on 
Calvary that we have a chance.

2.) “Blessed are they that mourn: for 
they shall be comforted.” Those who 
h a v e m a d e t h a t i n t e l l e c t u a l 
acknowledgement and then let that 

knowledge drift down into their 
hearts, the very seat of their 
emotions and attitudes, have their 
hearts break over their own sin and 
the sins of this world.

3.) “Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth.” 
When the realization comes that 
our misdirected efforts at living 
right have not been working, then 
we yield our strength to God and 
His service. These are the ones who 
have placed their God-given 
strength under the rulership of God.  
Meekness is not weakness; it is 
strength under God’s control!

4.) “Blessed are they who do 
h u n g e r a n d t h i r s t a f t e r 
righteousness: for they shall be 
filled.” As these believers see the 
results of yielding themselves to 
God, they begin to hunger and 
thirst for more of Him and His 
righteousness. They begin to desire 
more of God's Word, they desire to 
seek Him in prayer, and in every 
facet of their lives.

5.) “Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall receive mercy.” As 
these believers realize that it is by 
God’s grace and mercy alone that 
they have received salvation by 
faith, they reach out in mercy and 
grace toward others, even if it is not 
asked for. They show mercy 
because they have been shown 
mercy.  

6.) “Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.” These 
believers become more singularly 
focused on God, to the exclusion of 
w o r l d l y p h i l o s o p h i e s a n d 
attractions. They are the ones who 
have changed their motives from 
self-centered to God-centered. They 
will not only see God in some 
future time, but they will be able to 
see His actions in this world and in 

the faces of their neighbors.

7 . ) “ B l e s s e d a r e t h e 
peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God.” 
When believers have reached this 
point, they will desire peace with 
all people. These are the ones 
who live peacefully with others, if 
possible, but only as long as the 
Gospel, decency, and justice are 
not compromised! The greatest 
peace that anyone can have is 
having peace with God. To be 
God’s true ambassadors, we must 
be able to love our neighbors as 
ourselves, to breakdown the 
barriers of hatred and prejudice, 
and to bring the Gospel of peace 
in our words and deeds.

T h e B e a t i t u d e s s h o w a 
progression of living…as you live 
a n d g r o w t h r o u g h t h e s e 
beatitudes; you will become more 
conspicuously different from the 
world. You will not only act 
differently, but you will think 
differently. As your boldness 
increases, you will begin to speak 
accordingly and then your 
troubles and persecution might 
really begin to blossom!

8.) "Blessed (happy) are those 
w h o a r e p e r s e c u t e d f o r 
righteousness sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven." 

If you really want to live out the 
beatitudes in your life, then ask 
God for His grace to enable you 
to climb the ladder of the 
beatitudes and you might just find 
yourself being blessed and being 
a blessing to others.

Pastor Gary
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

September  Anniversaries
  If you’ve got an anniversary that you would like 

listed here please send an e-mail with dates and names 
to me!

Camp Tanako Financial Needs:

Down to $91.26!!!

This Week’s Scripture Text

Ephesians 2:1-10 

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ 
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the 
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do."  (NIV) 

Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 8, 2019

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 18:1-11; 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854); 

Philemon 1-21; 
Luke 14:25- 33 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of 
vegetation and generally of living 
things and the promise of new life.  It 
is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between Transfiguration Sunday and 
the beginning of Lent, and for 
Ordinary Time between Trinity 
Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) 


