
are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake,

For theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when 
they revile and persecute 
you, and say all kinds of 
evil against you falsely for 
My sake. 12 Rejoice and 
be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in 
h e a v e n , f o r s o t h e y 
persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.
M a n y o f u s h a v e 

personally discovered that 
peace, while a wonderful 
s t a t e o f b e i n g , i s 
sometimes short-lived. But 
despite its transient (short-
lived) nature, not only do 
we love it, but Jesus has 

called us to be peacemakers 
in this world.

Since He has called us to be 
peacemakers, it might just 
do for us to get a handle on 
this whole concept of being 
a peacemaker!

A couple of questions come 
to mind: 

1.) What is, or isn’t true 
peace?

2.) Who should be the 
recipients of our 

peacemaking?
Let’s tackle these one 
at a time! Perhaps we 
might first consider 
w h a t d o e s n ’ t 
constitute real peace. 
Author Lloyd Cory in 
h i s book “Quo te , 
Unquote” humorously 
shares a quotation, 
“Peace is that glorious 
moment in history 
w h e n e v e r y b o d y 
s t a n d s a r o u n d 
reloading.”

Is that the kind of 
p e a c e w e w a n t ? 
W h e t h e r i t ’ s a 
worldwide conflict, a 
domestic dispute, or a 
vigorous disagreement 
b e t w e e n c h u r c h 

members — is peace just a 
temporary cease-fire the 
only thing that we can 
expect while we reload our 
44 magnums?

I t ru ly hope no t , bu t 
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This week we continue our 
study in the Beatitudes of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 5:1-12 (NKJV) 
And seeing the multitudes, 
He went up on a mountain, 
and when He was seated His 
disciples came to Him. 
2 Then He opened His 
mouth and taught them, 
saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit,

For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

4 Blessed are those 
who mourn,

For they shall be 
comforted.

5 Blessed are the 
meek,

For they shall inherit 
the earth.

6 Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness,
For they shall be 

filled.
7 Blessed are the 

merciful,
For they shall obtain 

mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure 

in heart,
For they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the 
peacemakers,

For they shall be called sons 
of God.

10 Blessed are those who 
Continued on Page 4
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Across 

1. * Happy news for a 
Job Seeker: 
"Congratulations! You're 
___!!!"
6. * She held up a sign 
that said "UNION"
11. Singly: One ___ 
Time
14. Love Lots
15. Klemperer and 
Preminger
16. Certain computer 
system, for short
17. * Givens the Actress
18. Let's Do Math! X - IV 
= ___
19. * Initials of a famous 
Director
20. * For short, it was 
once part of a Painter's 
signature
21. * Skilled worker
24. Rocky sequel
25. Thailand, once

26. Atomic #28
27. Scraps
28. * A Masseuse may 
work in one
31. Atomic #51
32. * Sporty Sailor
34. * Custodian
37. * Evert the Tennis 
Star
39. Killer Whale
40. * Wynette the Singer
42. Icicle holder
43. Wild Goats of the Old 
World
45. * Recruitment 
Department, with Human
47. * Deliverer of a 
certain beverage
49. Towards the Sky
50. Hesitant sounds
51. * Veterinarians care 
for them
52. Bible section, for short
53. * Trained Technician, 
tinily
55. Suffix to "Perox"

56. * Secretary's Skill
61. Simple game: 
___-Tac-Toe
62. Interjection at the 
end of a question
63. Chicago loop train
64. "Farewell!"
65. * Julia Roberts' 
profession requires her 
to do this
66. * India's first 
Prime Minister
68. Unit of currency in 
Kuwait
69. Snake Sound
70. Deuce-Aces
71. Put forth

Down 

1. Long-eared 
mammal
2. * Silver Screen Star
3. * Monk vestment
4. Ambler and 
Dickerson
5. * Medical 
practitioner
6. * Heard in a Health 
Club: "I'm here 
because I need a 
Personal Trainer 
because I have ___ 
and vigor anymore, 
and I want it back."
7. Of the ear
8. Abbreviated word 
with "Hon."
9. * An Artist may 
choose to create one
10. Formal org.
11. * A Skier may 
choose to compete in 
one
12. * Robert De Niro 
movie
13. People opposed to 
Policies
22. Capital of Morocco
23. Indignant: Up ___

27. Anesthetic 
ingredient
28. Certain 
European
29. * Rescuers on 
the Roads
30. * Wright, and 
others
32. Asian nation
33. * This 
Songwriter 
(Initials) wrote 
"Cat's in the 
Cradle"
35. * Peers
36. * What a 
Martial Arts expert 
might teach
38. Term of Time, 
tinily
41. Not advanced
44. Regina's 
locale on an env.
46. * A 
Programmer might 
be asked to ___ a 
Computer 
Program
48. * The hardest 
job in the World
51. * Breads 
Baked by a Baker
53. Peak in the 
San Juan 
Mountains of 
Colorado, with 
Mount
54. Base
56. Caused to be 
Conveyed
57. * Roman 
Ruler
58. * Tree that a 
Forester may 
encounter
59. * An Otologist 
is concerned if you 
can do this
60. Type of Tent
67. "Hello!"
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September 2019 News and  Announcements 

2019 Southwest District-Wide Charge Conference

The 2019 District Wide Charge Conference will take 
place at 3:00 p.m. on November 17, 2019 at 
Malvern First United Methodist Church, 127 East 
Page Street, Malvern, AR. The deadline for 
submitting the Charge Conference packet  will be 
October 18, 2019. Bishop Mueller will lead us in 
worship. More details will be provided as we know 
them.

Registration for Equip 2019 is now open! 

This is a training event for youth workers by youth 
workers. Go to www.arumc.org/equip19 to find out 
about our keynote speaker, Rev. Matt Rawle and the 
workshop options. Just $20 for the day including 
lunch and one of Matt's books!

Schedule:

9:00-9:30 Registration
9:30-11:30 Keynote
11:30-12:15 Lunch
12:15-3:15 Workshops
3:15-4:00 Worship

It is hard to believe that we are 
beginning our Seventh week at 
M a g n o l i a F i r s t U n i t e d 
Methodist Church.  Melissa and 
I have experienced a heart-
warming amount of love and 
welcome here in beautiful 
Magnolia! We are looking 

Volume 1 Issue 5

forward to many years of joyful service and are 
expecting great things to happen over the up and 
coming years! 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Cross Word Puzzle Solution - “Dog Days of Summer!”



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

Blessed are the Peacemakers
sometimes that feels like the best we 
can hope for! I believe that we can 
hope for, and expect, something 
much better than that, that is, if we 
don’t neglect one key biblical 
concept that can make all of the 
difference in the world, that being 
forgiveness!

The core of real peace can be found 
in this verbal exchange between 
General Robert E. Lee and an 
unnamed Kentucky woman from 
yesteryear. In his book, Lee: The 
Last Years, Charles Bracelen Flood 
reports that, after the Civil War, 
Robert E. Lee visited a Kentucky 
lady who took him to the remains of 
a grand old tree in front of her 
house. There she bitterly cried that 
its limbs and trunk had been 
destroyed by Federal Artillery fire. 
She looked to Lee for a word 
condemning the North or at least 
sympathizing with her loss. After a 
brief silence, Lee said, “Cut it 
down, my dear Madam, and forget 
it.”

Charles Flood comments on this 
quotation by saying, “It is better to 
forgive the injustices of the past 
than to allow them to remain and let 
bitterness take root and poison the 
rest of our lives.”  And let me add 
that such bitterness will poison the 
lives of those around us also!

If we don’t forgive, then real peace 
doesn’t stand much of a chance! The 
key biblical point to not forget is 
this… forgiveness or, at the very 
least, putting those hurts and painful 
episodes in life behind us long 
enough so that we can move 
towards forgiveness lasting peace!

Forgiveness is at the very core of 
real peace! Without it, peace can 
rapidly fadeaway.

I. The Source of our Peace — Real 

peace can only come from hearts and 
minds that have been transformed by 
God’s love, by the people who are 
recipients of his mercy and grace!

Spiritual peace is reconciliation 
between God and the individual man, 
woman, or child. It is the acceptance 
of God’s forgiveness as Jesus is made 
Lord and Savior of one’s life. In 
Romans 5:1, Paul writes, “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ”
The one who has made peace with 
God is then called to be a peacemaker 
and is sent into this world to perform 
the task of reconciling people who are 
at odds with one another and 
reconciling them with each other and 
with God.

II. The Outward Expression of our 
Peacemaking — It’s a task that must 
be actively undertaken by the 
peacemaker. A peacemaker is a doer / 
maker of peace! Do you remember 
the 1968 movie The Odd Couple? 
Jack Lemmon played neatnik Felix 
Ungar and Walter Matthau played the 
disheveled and sloppy newscaster 
Oscar Madison. Through a turn of 
events, they became roommates, truly 
a n o d d p a i r i n g o f d i f f e r e n t 
personalities…hence, The Odd 
Couple. There was a scene in which 
bachelors Felix and Oscar were 
planning a low-cost, evening at home 
dinner-date with the Pigeon sisters. 
Oscar told Felix that he would be 
home at 7:00 p.m. to help him with 
the hors d’oeuvres and the ladies 
would arrive at 7:30 p.m. and dinner 
should be ready to eat at 8:00 p.m.!  

Punctual Felix prepares the evening’s 
feast of meatloaf, so that it would be 
ready at precisely 8:00 p.m.! 7:00 
p.m. arrives and no Oscar…7:15 
arrives and no Oscar…7:30 arrives 
and still no Oscar and worse yet, no 
Pigeon sisters! At 8:00 p.m., Oscar 

casually strolls in with no sight of 
the Pigeon sisters or any real idea 
when they might arrive. Felix 
angrily informs Oscar that if they 
don’t eat his masterpiece meatloaf 
in the next 15 seconds, it won’t be 
fit to eat! The moment gets a bit 
more intense as Oscar cries out, 
“God help me!”  To which, Felix 
replies, “Never mind helping you, 
ask Him to save my meatloaf!” 
Oscar suggests that Felix pour 
some gravy on it. Felix answers, 
“Where am I going to get gravy at 
8:00 p.m.?”  “I don’t know,” Oscar 
answers, “ I thought it just comes 
when you cook the meat!”  Finally 
a completely aggravated Felix said, 
“You just don’t know, because 
you’ve got to make gravy.  It just 
doesn’t come when you cook the 
meat!”

And so it is with peace. Peace just 
doesn’t come when you go into this 
world...it doesn’t happen by 
accident...you’ve got to actively 
engage in peacemaking for peace to 
have a chance of happening!

S o w h a t i s t h e w o r k o f a 
peacemaker? It is the bridging of 
the oft times large gaps that 
separate ourselves from others and 
the gap that separates us from God.

Peacemaking is evangelism in its 
purest form - Being a peacemaker 
is an essential characteristic of 
Christian believers. There can 
never be true peace unless the men 
and women of this world come to 
know Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. God has chosen and 
c o m m a n d e d u s t o b e H i s 
ambassadors and as ambassadors, 
we are to represent our King by His 
standards, not ours! (2 Corinthians 
5:17-20)

His standards ought to sound very 
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familiar by now:

1) By being a disciple of and witness 
of Jesus Christ sharing the words of 
eternal life and news about The 
Word of Life…Jesus, the Messiah 
and salvation by grace through faith 
in Him!

2) By our attitude – Being humble of 
heart and mind, i.e., being poor in 
spirit.

3) By our emotions - Mourning over 
our sins, the sins of this world and 
mourning over the lost so as to be 
moved into action.

4) By our actions – Allowing God to 
direct and lead our lives – being 
meek.

5) By our desires – Developing a 
hunger and thirst for God’s 
righteousness.

6) By our compassion – Showing 
mercy to the lost and dying of this 
world.

7) B y o u r d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d 
singleness of mind and course – 
Being pure in heart and cleansed of 
sin and sinfulness by God’s grace.

When you have made peace with God, 
you can then move onto being a real 
peacemaker in this world. It takes a 
converted and dedicated heart to be a 
peacemaker 24/7! A peacemaker avoids 
unnecessary arguments and avoids 
stirring up trouble, as some folks love 
to do, but rather they take every 
opportunity to calm things down and 
herald in God’s peace.

Many examples of peacemaking could 
be given, but the following one takes 
being a peacemaker into the realms of 
true biblical peacemaking!  St. 
Augustine writes this concerning his 
mother Monica and her peacemaking 
“…she showed herse l f such a 
peacemaker, that hearing on both sides 
most bitter things…she never would 
disclose aught of the one to the other, 
b u t w h a t m i g h t t e n d t o t h e i r 
reconcilement.” 

A c o m m e n t a t o r i n “ T h e 
Interpreter’s Bible” Monica lived 
like this, not in some superficial 
mood of ‘anything to keep the 
peace’ but because by prayer and 
the commitment of her will she 
lived within the holy will of God.  
(Here’s my “street” translation of 
this event...Monica knew the dirt on 
both sides, but she didn’t gossip or 
“ sp i l l t he beans . ” She d id 
everything that she could to allow 
them to walk in each other’s shoes 
for a bit so that they could see the 
other side before being so harsh!)

III. Our Inner Peace — Is it 
possible that we can have peace 
with God and our neighbors and 
still not have all of the inner peace 
t h a t w e d e s i r e ? I n o n e 
uncomfortable word, yes! There is 
an occasional battle going on in our 
minds and we cannot allow the 
negativity of this world, the 
negativity of others, or even 
ourselves to steal the peace that 
God so desires for us to have. Paul 
writes, “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by 
p r a y e r a n d p e t i t i o n , w i t h 
thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 
4:6-9

Sometimes we are our own worst 
enemies! Let all things that trouble 
and concern be brought to God for 
His peace which passes al l 
understanding!

That brings up a final and important 
question, should we ever make 
peace at all costs?  Even if it means 
denying the Gospel of Christ? No! 
We should use godly wisdom and 
guidance for the most opportune 
moment to bring forth the truth of 

the Gospel, but bring it forth we 
must! Any peace aside from His 
peace is a false peace and will 
eventually result in bondage and 
misery! 

Lovingly sharing of the Gospel is 
the most essential part of being a 
peacemaker, showing the world 
the true Prince of Peace, Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  

W i l l s h a r i n g t h e G o s p e l 
immediately bring peace? Not 
always! Paul writes that some 
will become our enemies by 
hearing the truth! Galatians 4:16 
“Have I now become your enemy 
by telling you the truth?” (More 
on this uncomfortable and timely 
subject when we look at our last 
Beatitude next week!)

But, even if the words that we 
speak are not received well, the 
s e e d o f G o d ’ s p e a c e i s 
nonetheless planted and as it is 
watered with prayer and love, 
God will give the increase. It's not 
an easy task, but it is a task that 
G o d h a s c o m m a n d e d a n d 
commissioned us to do. If he has 
commanded us, he will give us 
w h a t e v e r i s n e c e s s a r y t o 
accomplish His will in this world.

Is it worth it? By all means, yes! 
You were worth it weren't you? I 
know that you were and always 
w i l l b e ! S o m e o n e w a s a 
peacemaker in your life and 
showed you the Prince of Peace, 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  Now it’s 
your turn!

Be a peacemaker and you will be 
blessed in this world and the 
world to come!

Pastor Gary
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PHIL – 2413 World 

Within the fabric of the development of human society, religion has been a significant 
part of that development.  This fall, you will be able to study the historical 
development, beliefs and practices of several major religions that exist throughout the 
world: Judaism; Hinduism; Christianity; Islam; Buddhism; Taoism; the teachings of 
Confucius and Shinto. You will also have the opportunity to learn about the religions 
of Native Americans and the indigenous religions of Africa. Learning about the 
development and the content of these particular religions will help students gain an 
appreciation for the diversity of cultures throughout the world.

This is one of two required courses for the Philosophy and Religious Studies minor, or 
can be used just as an elective course, or to fill the needed requirement of taking a 
course dealing with diversity.

World Religions will be offered Monday; Wednesday, Friday at 9:00 AM in Room 
222 in Cross Hall. Betty McCollum is the instructor and if you have any questions you 
can contact her at bgmccollum@saumag.edu or give her a call at 870-235-4207. You 
can also contact Dr. Paul Babbitt, Chair of Dept. History, Political Science and 
Geography. His email is prbabbitt@saumag.edu and his office is on the second floor of 
Cross Hall.

mailto:bgmccollum@saumag.edu
mailto:prbabbitt@saumag.edu
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CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
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September  Anniversaries
  If you’ve got an anniversary that you would like 

listed here please send an e-mail with dates and names 
to me!

Camp Tanako Financial Needs:

Down to $691.26!!!

This Week’s Scripture Text

Matthew 5:1-12 (NKJV) And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He 
was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, 
saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are 
those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit 
the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be 
filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons 
of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds 
of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 1, 2019

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH 803)

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of 
vegetation and generally of living 
things and the promise of new life.  It 
is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between Transfiguration Sunday and 
the beginning of Lent, and for 
Ordinary Time between Trinity 
Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) 
and the beginning of Advent.

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=277#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=277#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=277#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=277#gospel_reading

