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What Will You Do With Your Christmas Presents?
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Free” A Christmas Hymn
you grace, mercy, and
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peace. 3 Timothy, I thank
God for you—the God I
* Liturgical Colors and Misc.
serve with a clear
conscience, just as my
ancestors did. Night and
day I constantly remember
you in my prayers. 4 I long
to see you again, for I
remember your tears as we
parted. And I will be filled
with joy when we are
together again.
5 I remember
your genuine
faith, for you
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still be able to find some
residual evidence of its
presence in your average
home. As you probably
know, this is not an
isolated finding! Amidst
the wreckage that just
recently adorned many a
living room across the
world, you might still be
able to find a crumpled
up piece of wrapping
paper that was carelessly
tossed behind the
Christmas tree, or a stray
piece of tinsel might be
seen sadly drooping from
the tip of a tree branch, or
perhaps there might even
still be some presents
patiently resting below
your tree, still waiting to
be delivered to your dear
old Aunt Tillie!

With some of these visual
reminders still visible in
many a home, I can’t help
but think back on the
numerous Christmas gifts
that I have received over
the years.

the presents I received
over my lifetime, I
discovered that most of
them have been
unintentionally relegated
to the realm of
irretrievable memories. Go
ahead and try it now and
see if you can remember
most of the gifts you
received over the past
10-20 years or longer.
How did you do? Not so
good, eh?
So, what happened to all
of those things? It would
seem that they are gone
and forgotten and only the
cream of the crop are
remembered for very long,
with only the occasional
less than stellar gifts
surviving the
intervening
years!
Let me share
two of those
“less than
stellar” gifts
with you this morning:

1.) The first gift that
comes to my mind is the
dreaded fruitcake! The
gift that keeps on
giving...or at least in my
mom’s house, it turned out
to be the gift that kept on
Though the customary day
As I tried to think back
being given!
of Christmas celebration is
and remember some of
officially over, one might
Continued on Page 4
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“Brand Names!” —- Crossword Puzzle
storing sandwiches
59. * Kellogg's makes them
62. Wedding Announcement
word
64. Promissory note
66. * ___ & Jerry's Ice
Cream
67. * Good to the last drop!
___ House
69. Dr.'s assistants
70. Suffix to "Meth"
71. * Brand of pain reliever
72. Caustic substance

33. The Beatles = The ___
Four
35. * Certain Coffee
36. * Wrigley's Spearmint
___
38. * Makeup Maker
39. Like a desert
41. NHL official
42. * M'm! M'm! Good!
The ___ Soup Company
43. * Treat made with a
Toy: ___-Cone
45. * See #13D
46. Military rank (abbr.)
48. He (Initials) used to
Down
co-anchor "20/20" (TV)
1. * Brand eaten at Breakfast: 49. * ___ Speed Stick
(Antiperspirant ___-Tarts
Deodorant)
2. * Coca or Pepsi
51. * ___ Giant (The jolly
3. * Used some Head &
guy in the valley!)
Shoulders
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__ (word and acronym)
7.
John
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14. Aah's partner
the biggest size you have
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15. * Kind of Burger at Burger entertainment
here?"
40. * Band-Aids can be placed on 8. * Certain peanut butter,
King
58. * Name in electronics
without the "Sk"
scrapes on them
16. * Q. "Would you like a
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9.
Calm,
without
the
"ene"
41. * Vicks Vapo___
Coke ___ Pepsi with that?" A.
60. Quantity, briefly
10.
Table
Scrap
...spelled
42. * Brand of Beer
"Um... I don't know ...how
61. * Makers of Munchies:
backwards?
44. Mr. Asner, and others
about a Dr Pepper?"
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45. Mr. Gibson ...flipped around? 11. Design
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12.
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13.
*
Name
in
yummy
baked
items, with Klein
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68. * Said in a Store: "___
goods (With #45D)
47. * Beefaroni's maker: ___
19. * Company behind many
aim to please!"
20. * Hair dye name
Boyardee
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22.
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49. Parent, for short
21. Prayer ender
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23. Daniel Lewis connecter
24. In the location of
backwards?
25. Ms. Bonet
27. As well
51. * PlugIns maker
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53. * Betty Crocker product, with 28. Distance measurement in
with Notes
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Hamburger
28. * Famous name in foods
29. Mr. Wagner, to pals
55. * Famous name on
30. (laP s'eyepoP) ___ evilO
30. Huron and Michigan,
cars ...flipped around?
32. Backward dove sound
minus the "es"
56. Particular Particle
33. * Photo film name
31. Jealousy ...spelled
34. * Q. "They sell clothes now, 57. * Ziploc makes them for
backwards?
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January 2020 News and Announcements
Here we are coming up on
the New Year. I cannot
believe how quickly the
time has passed, bit
nonetheless here we are. I
have experienced great joy
being appointed to the
Magnolia first United
Methodist Church and
Melissa and I have been
doubly blessed by being in
Magnolia! We look forward with great anticipation
to see what God will do next!
We met all of our church tithes! Praise God and thank
you Magnolia First United Methodist Church for your
faithfulness and generosity!

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a
blessing.
So be one!
Pastor Gary
Cross Word Puzzle Solution - “Brand Names!”
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What Will You Do With Your Christmas Presents?
Let me explain that that last part... “ D o u b l e A ” b a t t e r y p a c k ,
inelegantly resting behind the tie,
As Jack Paar used to say, “I kid which caused the entire tie to lean
you not!” I remember one year either to the left or to the right!
that my mom and I received a Truly a most magnificent specimen
fruitcake for Christmas. I really to behold!
don’t dislike them, but on this
particular year, it may have been I believe that if our memory banks
the second or third fruitcake we were allowed to function with
had gotten as a gift! I’m not sure perfect clarity, we could probably
about all of the details, but this I rattle off literally dozens, if not
do remember...she placed that hundreds of similarly forgotten
fruitcake into the freezer and if “treasures.” But without such a
memory serves me correctly, it “memory miracle” I’d wager that
was not until at least the next year most of us could barely name even
when she gave that defrosted relic a handful of gifts that really
to someone else for one of the changed us...not just for those
subsequent Christmases. Luckily initial and fleeting moments of joy,
for my mom, this was before “use but for life!
by” and expiration dates became
I remember receiving one such
commonplace in 1970!
gift...it was my very first trumpet.
Hmmm...something to ponder if Oh boy, did I ever want that
you just happened to get the gift trumpet! I wanted that trumpet
of a fruitcake this year!
every bit as much as Ralphie
wanted his Red Rider BB gun in
Hint: Check the expiration date! Jean Shepherd’s, “A Christmas
Story.” I pined and I whined for
2.) The second gift was so bad that trumpet and eventually my
that it became one of my most Mom got it for me. What a
memorable gifts! It was the most wonderful gift it was and still is. It
hideous “Santa” tie that I had ever was a gift that truly changed my
laid my eyes upon and I was was life, then and it can do so again.
blessed to receive it one year.
Though I’ve let it sit unused for
way too many years, I have had a
Maybe you received such a gift recent resurgence of desire to start
too! Now normally I like ties of playing it again. I’m sure that my
all varieties but this one was first few attempts at playing will be
pretty wide and was made of very less than “musical” but eventually
bright red felt with a crudely s o m e t h i n g m e l o d i o u s w i l l
painted-on Santa face and dead hopefully emerge from the business
center on this monstrosity, end of my trumpet.
projecting outwards like an angry
red pimple, was a full-sized As I thought about it, my trumpet
Christmas bulb which flashed on was a gift that can literally become
and off! As if that wasn’t bad an instrument of praise or it can
enough, the power source for this become a nearly forgotten relic. It’s
eyesore was a bulky, twin my choice what I do with that gift, I

can either stir up that gift by
practicing or I can continue doing
what I have been doing and let it
die completely. What a waste that
would be!
You might be thinking, “If you
liked it so much, Why did you ever
lay it down in the first place?”
That’s a fair question. The quick
answer is, I let too many
circumstances and people
influence me in the wrong
directions!
Certainly, I could just listen to
some of my all-time favorite
players like Herb Alpert, Doc
Severinson, or Maynard
Ferguson, but it wouldn’t be the
same. As enjoyable as that is,
that’s their music! I need to take
what God has blessed me with
and use it for real peace and joy!
So, if God has blessed you with
such a gift, then for the unique
and personal peace and joy that
can come from music, it’s
important for you to play it
yourself. You need to let it live
through you! It really was, and is,
a most wonderful gift.
You might be thinking to
yourself, “Well great, now you’ve
totally bummed me out. I can’t
play any music except by hitting
the power button on the radio!”
Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy which
shall be to all people...because of
Christ the Lord, our Savior! (Luke
2:10) He has come to this world
to give you the most wonderful
gift of all. One that will change
Continued on Page 5
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What Will You Do With Your Christmas Presents?
you for rest of your life and for all of
eternity! The gift of salvation! He has
transformed your life and He desires
to transform it even more!

prosperity and good luck on New
Year's day. Maybe all it gave you
was gas, which by the way, is
usually not very melodic!

Christ Jesus is worthy of praise, but
if you are thinking that you have no
instrument with which to praise Him
I’ve got some good news for you!

So this year, why not consider
making a resolution to rediscover
the most magnificent Christmas
gift of all, Jesus Christ and your
salvation!

Now get this and don't forget it, He
has made you to be an instrument of
praise!

Let that salvation “music” come
back fully. Use the gifts that He
has given you for His glory and
The question is this, “Are you your joy this coming year! If
playing your life for His glory or those gifts have lain dormant for
yours?”
a long time, do as Paul
encouraged Timothy to do,
The Master Himself calls us to live “...stir up the gift of God...”
out our lives according to His
musical score, the Holy Bible. When - Please note that Paul told
your life starts to reflect this Timothy that he would have to
magnificent symphony, you bring stir it up himself and you and I
glory and honor to God and you have to do so likewise! (2
bring peace and joy into your own Timothy 1:6)
life and the lives of those around you.
You become an instrument of praise What Christmas gifts? You ask.
that sends beautiful music right to the Beyond the incredible gift of
very throne room of God Himself!
salvation, God has given to each
one of us many gifts...perhaps
...and this is the sweetest music of yours is teaching, preaching,
all!
singing, sharing the faith, or even
playing a musical instrument!
Maybe, just maybe, you might not be
feeling this peace and joy that is Maybe it’s less public of a gift,
rightfully yours. Perhaps you, like I like being an encourager or being
did, have let other things and people an organizer, etc. More than
steal the joy of your salvation likely, you already have a good
“music.” Or maybe it has just entered idea what your gift is...so get
into the realm of forgotten gifts and after it!
somewhere along the way, the
beautiful music of Jesus has just But if you don’t know what your
quietly faded out of your life?
gift is, then start with something
very obvious, like your life.
The New Year is right around the Thank God for it and start doing
corner! Over the years, you may have something with it to serve Him.
downed a lifetime’s worth of Let your words of faith be a song
cabbage and black-eyed peas for of praise to God. Glorify Him in

your times of joy and even more
so in your times of grief.
Next, look closely at your life
and interests. What do you like
to do, what do you have a
passion or love for? When you
have that figured out, and as
long as it is not sinful or illegal,
then use it for God’s glory and
to be a blessing to those around
you!
• Use your sense of humor,
your ability to write, your
ability to laugh, your ability
to love, and your ability to be
faithful.
• Use whatever God has given
you and watch the music and
joy start to come back into
your life.
• Stir up those gifts like stirring
smoldering embers in a
fireplace.
• Stir them up until you are red
hot for God and then sit back
and watch in amazement at the
wonderful things that God will
do for you and through you this
coming year!
Always remember that you have
been blessed to be a blessing.
So be one!

Pastor Gary
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12 Bible Verses for the New Year

Search for the Lord and for his strength; continually seek him. Remember the
wonders he has performed, his miracles, and the rulings he has given. 1 Chronicles
16:11-12 (NLT)
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never
fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord
is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” Lamentations 3:22-24 (NIV)
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV)
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. Philippians 4:6 (ESV)
A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. Proverbs 14:30
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"Glory to the newborn King!" A Christmas hymn devotion
(NIV)
Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the Lord,
bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the
nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! Psalm 96:1-3 (ESV)
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.”
So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can
work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the
insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am
weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NLT)
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17 (ESV)
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB)
He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; Many will see and
fear And will trust in the Lord. Psalm 40:3 (NASB)
The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great
delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you
with singing. Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV)
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:13-14 (NIV)
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Lectionary Texts for this Week

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Happy New Year!

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Luke Bible Study:
January 27, 2020
Location: TBA

January 5, 2020

Lectionary Texts:
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
(UMH 795)
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Liturgical Color: White
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and
virtue, as well as respect and
reverence. White is used for all high
Holy Days and festival days of the
Church Year, especially the seasons of
Christmas and Easter, as well as for
baptism, marriage, dedications, and in
some traditions for the ordination of
ministers. In some church traditions it

