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Various Advent calendars have slightly different designations for each of the 
Sundays of Advent. I have seen this second week of Advent with different 
names, one of which is Christ the Way Sunday, and the other is, The Sunday 
of Peace. Our Gospel passage for this week emphasizes the theme of Christ 
the Way, with John the Baptizer pointing our attention to the one who is "the 
way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). He also was preparing the way for the 
one who the prophet Isaiah prophetical referred to as "Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace" Isaiah 9:6

Luke 3:1-6 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip 
tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is 
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

"A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
'Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.

5 Every valley shall be filled in,
    every mountain and hill made low.

The crooked roads shall become straight,
    the rough ways smooth.

6 And all people will see God's salvation.'"

As the weeks roll by, I find it amazing how quickly time has passed this year. 
If you haven't checked your Christmas countdown calendar lately, we are just 
20 days from Christmas! As such, I feel obligated to ask you my perennial 
question… it's a question that you'll probably hear more than once in the 
approximately 21/2 weeks to come, "Are you ready for Christmas?"  

It's a simple question, but behind it lie several smaller but very troubling 
questions like:

Do you have all of your shopping done?
Have you finished wrapping all your gifts?
Have you put up your Christmas tree and all the decorations?
Have you mailed out all of your Christmas cards?
Have you finished baking all of the Christmas goodies?
Is your house clean and ready for visitors?
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Across 

1. * Sir George ___ (He signed The 
Beatles to a record deal with 
Parlophone, a subsidiary of EMI, in 
1962. He also became their very 
talented Producer.)
7. Part of the Psyche (pl.)
10. Mr. Wagner, to pals
13. * From the 'Let it Be' (1970) album: 
"___ the Universe"
14. Certain Caustic
15. Café Lait connecter
16. Scarlett's home
17. * The Beatles' anthem: "___ You 
Need Is Love"
18. * Mr. Preston who played keyboards 
on "Get Back" [From 'Let It Be' (1970)]
20. Aniston's hubby
21. Young Horse ...gone haywire?
22. * See #50D
23. * This song opens with this line: 
"The world is treating me bad..."
25. * "I'm ___ Sleeping" [From 
'Revolver' (1966)]
27. In the past
28. Ms. Horne ...flipped around?
30. Volcanic residue
32. * Legendary Locale in Liverpool
37. Italian Island
41. * Directed by Richard Lester, it was 
John, Paul, George and Ringo's first 
movie: "___ Day's Night" (1964)
42. Domestic swine

43. * Mr. Epstein (Manager of The 
Beatles who helped them get to the 
Toppermost of the Poppermost)
44. * Mr. Shankar who gave George 
Harrison pointers on how to play 
the sitar
45. * Beatles song
47. * Lennon-McCartney song: "We 
___ Work It Out"
49. Before ...backwards?
50. Gift of the what?
53. * "___ ruoY dloH ot tnaW I" 
:4691 ,ht9 yraurbeF no ,wohs 
s'navilluS dE no deraeppa yeht 
nehw gnos siht deyalp seltaeB ehT
55. * John Lennon and Yoko Ono 
were into it
60. Woolly-haired mammal
62. * Mr. Best (The drummer who 
Ringo replaced)
64. World Org. ...flipped around?
65. * Paul being barefoot on its 
cover was considered part of the 
'evidence' that the whole Paul is 
Dead rumor was true: '___ 
Road' (1969)
66. * "___ Love You": In the 
United Kingdom, it was the flip-
side of the single at #61D
67. Pair ...on the fritz?
68. Length measurement (abbr.)
69. House Siding, without the 
"minum"
70. * While on an extended gig in 

Hamburg, Germany, Stuart 
Sutcliffe (the band's original 
bassist) fell in love with this artsy 
blonde who would take the now-
famous black and white 
photographs of the leather-clad 
Beatles
72. * Bellowed during 
Beatlemania: "Mom, I want my 
hair to be just like the Mop Tops 
--___ I have to start letting it grow 
long!"
73. * The Beatles sang "All 
Together Now" at the end of the 
animated movie "Yellow 
Submarine" (1968). Here is a part 
from it: "One, two, three, four / 
Can I have a little more? / Five, 
six, seven, eight / Nine, ___ I love 
you...
74. * The Fab Four's competition, 
with The

Down 

1. Pa's Partner
2. Play Part
3. * Starkey's stage 
name ...flipped around?
4. Rich dessert
5. * "Happiness ___ Warm 
Gun" (Song from the 1968 album, 
'The Beatles', which is commonly 
known as 'The White Album')
6. * People who love The Beatles, 
without the "Fa"
7. * Beatles song
8. * His songwriting style inspired 
the Lennon-sung tune at #56D
9. Ms. Hinton
10. * The B-Side to "Paperback 
Writer"
11. * She had seashell eyes
12. * From the song "Hello, 
Goodbye": "...yes, I ___..."
17. Vestment in Vietnam, with 
Dai
18. * Song sung by Ringo on the 
'Please Please Me' album released 
in the United Kingdom, in 1963
19. Thing in a fireplace
20. After noon letters
21. Ms. Redgrave
24. Mr. Depardieu, without the 
"Ge"
26. Scientific Spot, smallily
29. Canyon Sound! ...Canyon 
Sound! ...Canyon Sound!
31. * Paul McCartney sang it --
which is widely regarded as one 
of his best love songs: "___, There 
and Everywhere"

32. * BEEP! BEEP! It's from 
the 'Rubber Soul' album 
released in the United 
Kingdom, on December 3rd, 
1965: "Drive My ___"
33. "Gotcha!"
34. Wow!, minus the "oom!"
35. * Mr. Clapton who played 
lead guitar on "While My 
Guitar Gently Weeps" (Written 
by George Harrison)
36. Yuckies
38. Flexible, minus the "ber"
39. Cry from the barn
40. Ms. Miller
43. Town in southern 
California
45. Tripled letter
46. Beverage in a Bar ...gone 
bonkers?
48. * Groundbreaker from 'Sgt. 
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band' (1967): "___ in the Life"
50. * John sings "I told you 
about strawberry fields / You 
know the place where nothing 
is real" on this song, with #22A
51. Priest's garment
52. * "___ in Black" [From 
'Beatles for Sale' (1964)]
54. * The Beatles' company: 
___ Corps Ltd
56. * "You've ___ Hide Your 
Love Away" (From the 'Help!' 
album of 1965)
57. * From the hard-rocking 
song, "Helter Skelter": "When I 
get to the bottom I go back / To 
the top of the slide / Where I 
stop and ___ / And I go for a 
ride / Till I get to the bottom / 
And I see you again....
58. * Beatles song, with Sexy
59. Alphabet sequence
61. * Harmonica is heard on 
this hit which hit the #1 spot on 
the Billboard chart in the 
States, on May 30th, 1964: 
"Love ___"
63. Scale Syllable
67. Founded, for short
69. * "Any Time ___ 
All" (From #41A)
70. * Q. "Do you think there 
will ever be another group or 
singer ___ big ___ The 
Beatles?" A. "No."
71. * The Beatles and Wings, 
without the "Ban"
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December 2021 News and Announcements 
Here is an upate to the 
wonderful faces at the 
Mac’s CashSaver event!

I’m not 100% sure, but it 
went nonetheless! 

However, there are many 
things to be thankful for and 
one of them is our Stewpot 
Ministry!

Throught the year, we have many dedicated volunteers 
who give up their time, money, and serve others with hot 
and healthy meals three times per week!  

I accidently duplicated one of the photos on last week’s 
page layout!  (Oops!)

Volume 3 Issue 44

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“The Beatles”
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I can tell you that Melissa and I are not ready now, and I'm not sure if we will be ready anytime soon either!

With the stress of COVID-19 and the hustle-bustle of the season, we can lose sight of who is first in this 
blessed season. That person is Jesus Christ, the one whose birthday we are getting ready to celebrate.  

But John the Baptizer is here this morning as "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight." 

For those who have a fair number of Sunday School classes under our belts, the name John the Baptist 
immediately comes to mind. When I think of John the Baptist, I picture a rather wild-looking guy standing 
near the banks of the Jordan River. The wind is blowing the sand about. John is standing there dressed just as 
scripture describes him wearing his woven camel hair suit - with a broad leather belt cinching it tightly around 
his waist. I suspect John would have made quite a visual impression on those who saw him. John was 
dedicated as a Nazarite, so no blade would have ever touched the hair of his head nor the hair on his face. His 
diet consisted of locusts and wild honey. Perhaps as you approach John, you may notice a few things: possibly 
the smell of his camel-hair suit, and you might even see a small remnant of his last meal still clinging to his 
beard. Many thoughts and descriptions might come to mind, but one thing is sure. When John started to 
preach repentance and baptism, you and I would be convinced that John was a man of prayer, a man who was 
committed to the mission that God had given him. You see, John was a unique individual. He was filled with 
the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb. He was specially chosen to be the forerunner of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as he began his earthly ministry. John, led of the spirit, forsook whatever worldly pleasures and rank he 
may have had as the son of Zacharias, a Levitical priest. He was out busily preparing the way for the Lord's 
personal appearance on the scene. 

Following Jesus' baptism by his cousin John, Jesus' ministry increased, John's ministry decreased. The 
spotlight is shifted from John to Jesus. Jesus called unto himself 12 disciples whom he trained and protected 
until the time was right to send them out on their first missionary journey. The spotlight is broadened as we 
learn more about the twelve. He gave them special power and authority to perform their ministry of preaching, 
healing, and deliverance from demons. They, too, were preparing the way of the Lord — setting the stage for 
our Lord's personal appearances in the lives of those whom Jesus would soon meet. 

Later on, Jesus sent out 70 others with a similar purpose and mission.  (Luke 10:1-11, 16-20)

Let's step back in time for a moment and listen in as Jesus gives the 70 their instructions:

I. Be Empowered!
 
Before starting Jesus' earthly ministry, John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his 
mother's womb. He had a special task to perform, and John needed the fullness of the Holy Spirit to perform 
his ministry.

While Jesus' earthly ministry took place, the disciples and the others that Jesus sent out were given 
extraordinary power and authority to perform their ministries. 

Jesus told his followers, "And, behold, I send the promise of the Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high." Luke 24:49
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Jesus told them that this promised power would enable them to "But ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." Acts 1:8
 
II. Be in Prayer!
 
Jesus knew that the harvest field was greater than any group's efforts to reach. He told them to "…ask 
(pray) the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."
James 5:16b – "The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 
results."
 
III. Be committed to the mission at hand!
 
God may never require you to go without money or provisions for your witnessing, but let there be an 
urgency in your ministry. Do not get encumbered in worldly matters to exclude sharing the gospel. You 
are called to prepare the way of the Lord through your daily walk and talk. Be satisfied with what God 
has placed before you to dine upon until He changes your mission field. We are not promised tomorrow, 
or even the rest of this day…

IV. Be Forewarned!
 
Not all who hear you will want to hear or receive your message. Some folks may even "…speak evil of 
you as evildoers…" 1 Peter 3:16

John 15:18-19 – "If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love you 
as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out 
of the world, so it hates you."
 
V. Be Fearless!  
 
Rejoice! Even if the world persecutes you.  Matthew 5:13 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven."

Rejoice! You can be happy that the very forces of evil are subject unto you in the name of Jesus but truly 
rejoice because your name is written in heaven.

Rejoice,  as those souls who God led you to witness of Christ's love also have their names written down 
in the book of heaven.

Rejoice! Because Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life!

VI. Lastly, Be on your way (Don't forget to go!) Jesus did say in verse 3, "Go your ways."  
 
Mark 16:15 Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."
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Conclusion: God has given us the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to be witnesses in whatever place that 
we should find ourselves. 
 
Be diligent in prayer! 

Be committed! 

As you go into the world, preach the gospel to every creature.  

Prepare the way of the Lord in all that you do and say.  

Because Jesus still does make personal appearances. But he does it through you and me, as we let his 
light shine through us by living holy and pure lives.

Remeber always, that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Say Merry Christmas in 10 different languages
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FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 12, 2021

3rd Sunday of Advent                  
Lectionary Texts:

Zephaniah 3:14-20,                                       
Isaiah 12:2-6,                                        

Philippians 4:4-7,                                             
Luke 3:7-18 

Liturgical Color: Blue or Purple
Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and 
therefore mourning and penitence. It is the 
liturgical color for the Season of Lent.  It is also 
the color of royalty, so traditionally has also been 
used for Advent and is still used in Catholic 
churches, although Blue Violet is also 
used. However, Blue is replacing purple for 
Advent in many Protestant churches.

Advent 3 — Joy


