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Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1-21 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like 
flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone 
present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the 
Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 5 At that time there were devout Jews from every 
nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, 
and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 
7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people 
are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 
9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, 
Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the 
areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own 
languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed 
and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 13 But others in the 
crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”

[Peter Preaches to the Crowd]

14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the 
crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no 
mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine 
o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted 
long ago by the prophet Joel:”

17 ‘In the last days,’ God says,
    ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
    Your young men will see visions,

    and your old men will dream dreams.
18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit

    even on my servants—men and women alike—
    and they will prophesy.

19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below—

    blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
20 The sun will become dark,

    and the moon will turn blood red
    before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives.

21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
    will be saved.’

The scene for this morning’s reading is the Upper Room. It’s the same place Jesus and 
Company have gathered every time they have come to Jerusalem. It’s the place where 
they ate the Last Supper together. It was a place of memories, some very good and 
some not so good. But now, it was a place of waiting, wondering, and praying.  It had 
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Across 

1. * Goddess of Beauty and Love, in Greek Mythology
10. With Competence, minus the "A"
13. * King Arthur's legendary sword
14. Shoe width Size
15. Margin
17. * Legendary creature
19. * Jolly friend to #36D, with Tuck
21. Cheer
22. Question asked after Putting the Groceries Away: "Has anyone seen 
that ___ just brought home?"
23. Quizzed, with the "ted" left off
24. Promos
26. Prov. in Canada
28. Initials of the real name of the singer who wrote "Like a Rolling 
Stone"
29. Had a Hamburger
30. * Passengers on Flying Saucers
34. * Evil Sorceress
40. Put down money in a casino
41. Woodwind instrument
42. Building extension
43. Throw dirt on it
44. Calligraphy need
45. * Mythology says that it's a Source of Troubles
49. * God of the Underworld, in Egyptian Mythology
51. Brewage
52. "Forget about it!"
53. Tissue Trademark, without the "eenex"
55. Certain Cards, commonly
56. Unit of currency in Romania
59. Certain faith
62. Not wet
64. Creepy signs
66. * Fantasy creature
69. Comfort

70. Rock producer
71. * Aladdin's prop
73. Type of fish
74. * He loved Guinevere

Down 

1. * Shield of ancient Greek Mythology
2. Highest Point of Something, all shook up?
3. He (Initials) sang "Taxi"
4. * Hawk-Headed Sun God, in Egyptian Mythology (pl.)
5. Butter substitutes
6. Word with Tone
7. Norwegian dramatist: Henrik ___
8. Weekday, for short
9. Mistakes
10. * Adversary of God
11. Religious period
12. * Abominable Snowman
15. Newt
16. Hip-Hip Star, with Dr.
18. Passu completer
20. Pro completer
25. Comfortable room
27. Sound from a Sheep
29. Mature
31. She (Initials) starred in "The Farmer's Daughter" (1947)
32. Ancient ruler
33. * Legendary river of Hades
34. Some Sound Systems, smallily
35. Kimono sashes
36. * Legendary outlaw
37. Dykstra of Baseball
38. Ancient times
39. She was a Supreme, commonly
43. Mad Cow Disease, for short
45. Sherlock Holmes type, for short
46. Call for
47. "Freaky!"
48. As well
50. Type of horse coat
54. Formal Association, not well kept?
55. Frazzled Faultfinder?
56. Sprang
57. Alphabet letters
58. Function
59. Certain degree, for short
60. Sales Pitch: "This service will be provided ___ extra cost to the 
customer."
61. Citrus Fruit, all scrambled up?
63. Wet stuff
65. Little office note
67. Topsy-Turvy Turkish Title?
68. Fight, without the "Bat"
72. Mr. Pacino
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Coach Ben Lindsey with the Magnolia United Methodist Men
We were blessed at the 
M a g n o l i a U n i t e d 
Methodist Men’s group 
last night! 

Coach Ben L indsey 
spoke to us about the 
f a n t a s t i c P a n t h e r s 
Basketball team. This is a 
team with the guts and 
g u m p t i o n t o d o 

everything it takes to put forth their very best 
efforts, on the court and off. Coach Lindsey spoke 
about the incredible pride he feels with the 
Panthers. I can understand the feeling of pride he 
expressed. In the photo above, Coach Lindsey 
described the blessing of growing up in Magnolia 
and his many go-kart adventures from his home to 
the parking lot of Asbury UMC! He suspected that 
there might still be some visible remnants of his 
parking lot excursions! 

Coach Lindsey told us many inspiring stories of 
current players and those players of days gone by. 
They were smile-inducing, but his heart for his 
team shone through when Coach went beyond the 
joy of victories and basketball. As much as Coach 
said he loved basketball, his caring heart went out 
to his High School team. Coach recounted times 
when he taught students how to drive using his own 
vehicle! (“You’re a better man than I,” said, Gunga 
Din!). Helping students with food challenges, 
clothing needs, and being there emotionally during 
times of pain were part of his life and ministry. Yes, 
Coach Lindsey is a top-notch basketball coach, but 
he is also a man of compassion, care, and great 
love! There is a quote I recently came across that 
reminds me of Coach Lindsey, “People with great 
passion can make the impossible happen!” I hope 
and pray that we will all be such people!

Coach, we are proud to have you and your beautiful 
family as Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
members!

Volume 4 Issue 22

Thanks to Pastor Moore and the Magnolia United 
Methodist Men for the great food and for hosting this 
inspirational time together!

Pastor Gary

“Legends and Myths” — Crossword Solution
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Pentecost Sunday

Continued on Page 5
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been some ten (10) days since Jesus ascended back to heaven. I can only imagine the tension that filled that room as 
they wondered what would become of them and this incredible movement that Jesus had started. Jesus had told them to 
wait in Jerusalem until they were given power from on high!

In Luke 24:49, Jesus said, “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until 
you are endued with power from on high.”

In Acts 1:8, we read the reason for them to wait and be empowered by the Holy Spirit. Jesus again said, “But you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

And sure enough, what came next was the Holy Spirit! In the midst of another morning that promised nothing more than 
being a hot and humid day of waiting, the Holy Spirit arrived with a sound like that of the rush of a mighty wind. The 
Holy Spirit lifted them out of their worries and waiting and gave them direction, purpose, and power in their lives for 
the ministry that Jesus gave to all believers. 

They went from a frightened band of believers to bold men and women who turned the world and history upside down 
with the Gospel of Christ! They were baptized with boldness and went out proclaiming the Gospel at the risk of life and 
limb!

Is that same power available to us today? Yes, but we Must avail ourselves of that power, work for the kingdom, and 
move out in faith!

We can do that by being:

1.) Passionate and Consistent in Prayer — I’m pretty sure that during their 10-days in the Upper Room, those 
gathered together knew they needed to be in an attitude of daily, if not hourly, prayer.  But how about us?
 
Some of us appreciate this gift, while others relate it just to meals and a quick, “Now I lay me down to sleep…” moment 
before drifting into slumberland. For others, it is a lifeline to God for love, comfort in times of need, and the power 
needed for our daily lives and ministry. Where do we start? Most obviously, in those times of need, but when the Spirit 
moves us to pray for others it needs to begin at the very moment when the Spirit speaks softly to our hearts or when a 
need arises. I used to say, I will remember you in my prayers.  I now say, “Let’s pray right now!” 

2.) Living into God’s Word — A healthy Christian Community reads the Bible and strives to know more about it. Over 
the past 3-years, we have had numerous opportunities to gather together on Sunday evenings for times of fellowship and 
Bible study. Many cannot make it for such weekly journeys, so what can you do? If you want to know Scripture, the best 
way is to…are you ready for it? You can study it with others or simply read it on your own!  You can complement your 
reading with some excellent commentaries to help in those difficult spots in Scripture. Reading the Upper Room is also 
an excellent resource!

3.) Having a clear sense of our participation in God’s mission — Bishop Mueller’s mission statement of the 
Arkansas United Methodist Church is “Creating vital congregations that make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make 
disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, communities and the world!”

Where do you fit in that mission statement? Some might know instantly where they fit in, then again others might 
wonder where they fit. How do you participate? It doesn’t matter if you are 8 or 108, you are included in these words. 
You can participate by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, service, and your witness! 

The Holy Spirit might not give you the ability to speak in foreign tongues. Still, the Holy Spirit will empower you to 
speak the language of God’s love for all and to be witnesses for Christ Jesus!

What you do with that gift is up to you!  
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Continued on Page 6

Pentecost Sunday

Annual Conference — Reset, Restore, Repair, Reopen

Will you let that gift and empowerment lie dormant, or will you be an agent of transformation in the world?

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Annual Conference 2022 — Reset (Bruce Vick, Northwest District Lay Leader)

While researching the word reset I came across a devotional written by Jennifer Waddle in which she talks about people 
going through periods of their lives where they are going strong. Later they realize this is not so. They begin to think are 
they in some type of slump. They come to realize that this is not going away and they come to the scary realization that 
they might need a “reset.” During the past two years of the pandemic, I think many if not all of us have had these 
moments.

When we think about this, we may come to realize that God is bringing us to those vulnerable places. He is wanting us 
to stop, rest and reset.

Reset may be exactly what we need? What does that mean? What is “reset” actually? Jennifer Waddle said she found 
some interesting descriptions for reset.
Reset – to go back to the initial state
Reset – to set anew
Reset – to make changes after a failure.

What would it be like if we sincerely ask God to set things anew? How would our lives be different? What would our 
daily lives be like? How would our attitudes change?

As we come out of the pandemic, we all need to spend time with God to reset ourselves spiritually. Even the Lord Jesus 
spent time alone in prayer with God. We need to come to God and spend time with Him in, not in a hurry, but truly 
spending time with Him and listening to what God needs to tell us on how to reset our spiritual lives.

Here are just two of the many scriptures in the Holy Bible pertaining to ‘’reset” or “restore” Let these words speak to 
your hearts and minds.

1st Peter 5:10 “And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, with himself restore, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

2nd Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.”

Source: A Prayer for When You Need A Reset in Faith and Life by Jennifer Waddle

Restore (Rev. Clark Atkins, FUMC Siloam Springs)

REstore to Factory Settings — Devotional for Annual Conference

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43:18-19)

One of the scariest moments of my academic life occurred in my last semester of seminary. It was the middle of the 
semester and midterms were at the end of the week. In two of my classes I had two 20-page papers due and I had been 
working on them all semester and all that was required was a few final edits on both papers before submitting them. In 
the other class a “notes open” exam which was expected to come almost entirely from class lectures and notes was 
looming, but I was in good shape because I had taken a ton of notes. Then it happened…The “Blue Screen of Death.”
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Annual Conference — Reset, Restore, Repair, Reopen
The “Blue Screen of Death” for those wondering is when a cataclysmic system failure occurs in one’s computer 
and either your hard drive just died, or some major system has been corrupted. Either way, it’s in moments like 
this you are hoping and praying things are backed up because in many cases you may have just lost all your files. 
Thankfully with cloud computing losing all of one’s files doesn’t happen as frequently anymore. But back then, I 
was in a panic.

After troubleshooting I determined that my best course of action was to restore the computer to factory settings. I 
would lose all my custom settings, some software would need to be re-installed, and some of my older files would 
be lost, but thankfully I would have a working computer again. The important files were saved on an external 
device and while not the most current versions, I would not be starting from scratch. Things would be different for 
sure, but I had an opportunity to begin anew, not unlike when God’s people were in exile.

In Isaiah chapter 43, Isaiah is speaking to the people about a “new Exodus” back out of exile to Jerusalem and 
Judaea. We are told, even in the Old Testament, that God is doing a new thing. A new thing is a good thing. God 
is making a WAY for us in the wilderness and giving us streams of living water in times we are in the wastelands.

This text invites us to see beyond the obvious; to see what God creates anew. This verse invites a foretaste of the 
fruits of “something new,” something beyond the obvious, something beyond what we have been programmed to 
see. With this in mind, verse 18 makes sense: “Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old.” 
Perhaps many of us might look at this verse as contempt toward history. Yet this is not necessarily true about the 
text. The focus seems to be on setting aside old notions of what is possible with God, especially in the midst of 
despair as the exiled Jews most certainly are, and instead embracing what is possible with God leading the way.

We have a choice. We have lost so much during this pandemic as a Church. We can lament the impact the 
pandemic has had on our respective churches such as decline in in-person worship attendance, giving, or 
participation. We can lament traditions of our respective churches that have vanished or gone to oblivion. We can 
fall prey to a natural tendency not to see what is new, not to see what God is doing anew.

OR
We can accept God’s invitation to see anew God’s creation and redemption. We can ask ourselves: “What are our 
“Factory Settings” as a Church?” and “What would it look like if we as a church both globally and locally hit the 
button to Restore to Factory Settings?”

Three years ago, in my own local church when our church approved our new vision statement as a local church, I 
remember a member asking why we even bothered. He thought the answer was obvious. “We just need to look to 
the Bible and follow Jesus.” I told him that I agreed with the simplicity of his statement, but because there is so 
much in the Bible and following Jesus is not as easy as it may seem, maybe we needed to figure out what the 
essentials were—the factory settings if you will—and articulate them. And that’s what we did.

Sometimes in our darkest or seemingly most hopeless moments we find ourselves staring at a blue screen and it’s 
in those moments of crisis like the past two years have been when we are offered an opportunity to ask ourselves 
what is really important and that maybe this is the moment when God is doing a new thing and despite the 
wilderness we find ourselves, God will make a way for us. As we near Annual Conference I invite you to join me 
in considering our factory settings as a Church, a Conference, and in our local congregations and what it means to 
REstore.

Repair (Rev. Jim Polk, Arkansas Conference)

Repair:
…to remake by replacing a part or putting together what is torn or broken
…to renew by making good or compensating for
…to restore by bringing to a sound or healthy state

Our lists are long as to what needs to be repaired and, depending on our varied perspectives, our lists can be 
remarkably dissimilar. Some want to repair the hurts of past sins, others the effects of current sins. Some believe 
our greatest need is to repair broken trust and others are certain our greatest need is to repair broken unity. Should 
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we focus on repairing our church structure and our denominational leadership or should we start by repairing our 
theology and church law? The lists are long and the challenges large, but can we not all agree that there is much to 
repair?

Most of us, I suspect, are “fixers” at heart; we are constantly looking for ways we can help repair the things which 
seem broken, and yet with so many things that threaten to tear us down or apart it is easy to feel overwhelmed. 
How can we possibly repair all that needs to be fixed? In a world filled with so much turmoil, uncertainty and 
pain, where do we begin? Where can we begin?

Time after time I am drawn back to the only starting point I know well: me. If repair is what is needed, O God, 
begin with me.

Gracious God, remake me. Take all that is broken in my life – my pain and sorrow, my hurt and despair – and 
replace it with your joy and goodness so I can be a witness to your abounding grace. Gracious God, repair me!
Lord Jesus, renew me. Cleanse me of all that is festering in my life – my sin, my pride, my anger – and fill me 
instead with that which is good: your hope, humility and happiness so I can be a witness to your comforting 
peace. Lord Jesus, repair me!

Holy Spirit, restore me. Replace my unhealthy habits with your life-giving desires so that I might in turn be a 
witness to your healing love. Holy Spirit, repair me!

Sisters and brothers in Christ, we cannot begin to fix what is broken until we ourselves have been made right. 
God’s repair must begin with us. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!” 2 Cor.5:17, NIV

Reopen (Kathy Conley, Conference Lay Leader)

When, when, when is everything going to get back to normal? When can we have pot-luck dinners? When can we 
sit close together? When can we know that our congregation will be able to meet every Sunday in person and 
worship face to face? When are we going to fully REopen? There are not many people that can answer those 
questions right now. I want us to be unselfishly safe but I’m ready to move past all of this and just REopen.

I am sure when you read the title of this devotional, that’s how you thought I was going to approach the subject. 
But, as I sat praying and listening to a word from God about my words to you, God in God’s wisdom led me 
down another path. It started out to be about opening our sanctuaries back up to full capacity and life. But it 
turned into opening up the true way God wants us to REopen.

I have always loved the song “Sanctuary.” The words and the melody are so beautiful. “Lord, prepare me to be a 
sanctuary. Pure and holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for You.”

So my take on REopen is let’s REopen ourselves and be God’s living Sanctuary to the world in a bigger and 
better way. During this pandemic, many people have thought we just couldn’t be church without going to our 
“church building”. But, in a way, we can be more like the church God envisioned by acknowledging that the 
church is really the Body of Christ in the world. It’s the physical us. Each one of us. And it’s what God uses to 
reach God’s world.

So let’s look at REopen that way. Let’s remember that we are the living Sanctuary of the Lord. We are an offering 
to God everyday that we live.

First, we need to keep our eyes on the light of Christ in order to find our way. It is so easy to get off the path of 
faithfulness. There is so much out there that would distract us and before you know it, you are wandering through 
life lost and looking for purpose. That special light of our Savior is shining so brightly. It’s shining to show us 
how to live into a life of caring, mercy and love. The peace of Christ is only visible when people see it. We are 
entrusted to shine that Christ light of peace. Let our eyes be open to the goodness God has given for us to share. 
And everyday, expect to see Jesus. Let us REopen our eyes!

What if we REopen our lungs. It’s God’s breath that has been breathed into our lungs that gives us life, but it’s 
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also God’s breath in our lungs that allows us to pour out God’s praises and to sing of God’s glory and ultimate 
triumph. Let’s REopen our lungs and speak words of grace, forgiveness and welcoming then join together and sing 
“Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, The King of Creation”. Let us REopen our lungs!

I feel that our Holy God is smiling as we REopen our hearts. Jesus teaches us that His truth that opens our hearts, 
overwhelms and over powers what closes our minds. The acceptance Jesus gave to all who came to Him, is the model 
for us today. Especially in a world of fear, of shutting out, of judgment. If we open our hearts to the words of Jesus, 
we will realize that this building of walls between us that seems to occupy so much of our time, is not what God 
intends. The Lord reminds us in so many ways that we are to be a window, not a wall to God’s love. We are the ones 
taking down the bricks, taking out the logs, taking off the shingles if it takes that, so we can drop our friends down 
through the roof to sit at the feet of Jesus. We are those helper’s that bring others to our Savior, not keep them away 
because we feel they aren’t good enough to approach the Lord of love. We aren’t the gatekeepers. Only God has that 
title. Only God can make that call. We are entrusted to always, always share God’s love and to remember that the 
purpose of the Gospel is to reconcile not to divide.

Let us REopen our hearts so that who we worship and who we say we are as followers of Jesus will be reflected in all 
we do. Let us further express our love for Jesus as we REopen our hearts!

We have been invited to enter into God’s story of Jesus. In doing so we are asked to be filled with love, compassion 
and a desire to serve the Kingdom. To REopen our lives to service in the name of Jesus provides opportunities that 
may seem small but every step we take to do justice and serve with faithful love is another opportunity to build the 
Kingdom of God here on earth. And that my friends is the Sanctuary we need to commit to seeing REopen.

May God bless you this Lenten Season as you express your love for God and God’s children by REopening your 
eyes, your lungs, your heart in true commitment to our Savior.

Annual Conference — Reset, Restore, Repair, Reopen


