
THE MAGNOLIA FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
Volume 4 Issue 22 June 5, 2022

Special points of interest:

* In My Father’s House

* Crossword - Plays

* Announcements — Prayers 
for Peace and Safety for those 
in Afghanistan, Ukraine, our 
many Church events, and more!

* Our 2022 Graduates — 
Photos! 

* Undie Sunday!!

* Liturgical Colors, Odd News, 
and Misc.

Inside this issue:

Senior Sunday — 2022            1

Crossword - Plays                    2

Announcements-                      3
Crossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more

Sermon Continued:               4-5

Graduate Sunday - 2022      6-7

Special Easter Events, 
Liturgical Colors, Odd News, 
Undie Sunday, and Misc.         8

In My Father’s House
John 14:1-6 Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I 
go you know, and the way you know.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know 
where You are going, and how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

In today's Gospel Lesson, we listen in on a conversation between Jesus and His 
disciples. It is a conversation filled with doubt and worry. It was the evening of His 
crucifixion, and Jesus' head must have been filled with thoughts of what would shortly 
transpire in His life: How so? (a1) Judas had just left to betray Him to the High priest. 
(2) Peter had boldly proclaimed that he would always follow Jesus, even if it meant His 
death. A boastful promise that Jesus knew would be broken before the rooster crowed 
three times the following day. (3) Jesus knew that the remainder of His disciples would 
all scatter following His arrest. 4. Jesus also knew that His arrest, unfair trial, brutal 
beating, and death by crucifixion were just around the corner. With these and many 
other concerns upon His mind, He didn't think of Himself, but rather He looked with 
love and compassion at His disciples to give them a word of comfort.

Let's think of the conversation that night. It might have gone something like this, 
"Guys, you are about to face a challenging situation. Simon Peter, you are going to fail; 
you're going to fail Me, you're going to fail yourself, and you're going to fail your 
fellow disciples. You others, you will also fail, in a different way, but fail nonetheless. 
You're all about to witness something horrible, but I say this to you, "Let not your heart 
be troubled; you believe in God and believe in me!" I believe He would say to us today, 
"Church, there are times when you have failed Me, failed yourselves, and failed your 
fellow church members, but I say this to all of you, "Let not your heart be troubled; 
you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you." 

Whatever those dwelling places might be, I suspect their beauty is beyond our limited 
comprehension. Not only that, but Jesus said these beautiful words of hope, "I go to 
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also." But how do we get 
there? This was a question that was on Thomas' mind as well. Jesus cleared up his 
worries and concerns by saying, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me."

We live in a world experiencing inflation rates that exceed a 40+ year high, escalating 
gas prices, rising food insecurity for many, domestic and foreign hostilities, and 
skyrocketing costs; our financial futures are under the shadow of the unknown. 

The tremendous promise of God is that if you follow Jesus and make Him your Lord 
and Savior, then you are on the path to eternal life. There's only one way, one road to, 
and one plan of salvation that the New Testament writers endorse. The Apostle Peter 
later put it this way, "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 
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Across 

1. * Playwright of "Peter Pan"
7. Haggard novel
10. Item worn by Monica
13. * Play of 1928 by #9D: "___ Interlude"
14. Promissory note
15. * Member of the great theatrical Lupino family who found her fame in 
the movies
16. Hemp shrub
17. Word before Gratin
18. * Partial title of a play that's part of Neil Simon's autobiographical 
trilogy
20. Accordingly: ___ turns out
22. Heavyweight champ
24. Ostrich-like bird
25. * George Bernard Shaw play of 1923
29. Maple Syrup base
32. Type of program on the WWW
34. Forlorn
35. Cdn. City: Sault ___ Marie
36. Consumed
37. * Shakespeare wrote it, Hamlet said it: "To be, ___ to be..."
39. Guido's note
40. Jillian and Landers
41. * Famous play that has the characters Estragon and Vladimir
45. Never: ___ point in time
46. Table scrap
47. Flynn of Flicks
48. Customary Observance, minus the "ual"
49. Compass point
50. Lifesaver, for short
52. Single
53. Lah-di-___
54. * George Bernard Shaw play of 1913
57. Record label
59. One Time connecter

60. Accompanying
63. * Ugo Betti play of 1927: "The ___"
67. Sodium Symbol
69. British gold medal runner: Sebastian ___
70. French coin
71. Once Lifetime connecter
72. * Star of the movie version of the musical "My Fair Lady" (Which is 
based on the play at #54A)
74. * "A Night at an ___": Play of 1916 by Irish playwright Edward J.M.D. 
Plunkett (Also known as Lord Dunsany)
75. * Stoppard the Playwright
76. * Desired military command, in Neil Simon's "Biloxi Blues", for example

Down 

1. Heat quantity measurers, for short
2. * Lorraine Hansberry's critically acclaimed play of 1959
3. Sun God
4. Genetic stuff, for short
5. * Tennessee Williams play of 1961: "The Night of the ___"
6. Cummings the Poet
7. * Title for the Playwrights at #1A and #32D
8. Word with Polloi
9. * Mr. O'Neill who wrote "Beyond the Horizon" (1920)
10. * Play by William Shakespeare
11. * Shakespeare comedy: "Much ___ About Nothing"
12. * George Bernard Shaw play of 1894: "Arms and the ___"
13. Health resort
18. Trinket, minus the "ou"
19. Metric unit of length, for short
21. "Thanks" to a Brit
23. Company abbr.
26. Heard in Music Class: "Miss, ___ the seventh tone of the diatonic scale?"
27. Norwegian capital
28. Essential oil (var. sp.)
30. Heard in the Theater District: "I think we should go to the show ___ this 
time because the tickets are usually less expensive."
31. * Francis Beaumont play of 1607: "The Knight of the Burning ___"
32. * Playwright who wrote "Private Lives" (1930)
33. Certain payment, with "Ex"
38. Prefix that means "Ear"
39. Newt
40. Heard in Kindergarten: "Class, what is the first letter of the Alphabet --
___ B?"
42. Snoopy
43. Mr. Louganis
44. Old Spice?
49. * Play of 1941 written by #32D, with "Blithe"
50. * Animal that is part of the title of a Tennessee Williams play
51. * Gore Vidal play: "Visit to a Small ___"
55. Partners for Pas
56. "That hurt!"
58. Abbreviation with Everest
61. Ripped
62. Biddy in the Barnyard
63. Electronics acronym
64. Charged particle
65. Co-producer of the U2 album "All That You Can't Leave Behind"
66. * Shepard the Playwright
68. Primate mimer
72. It goes with "Gotcha!"
73. "Summer of '69" singer (Initials)
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Coach Ben Lindsey with the Magnolia United Methodist Men
We were blessed at the 
M a g n o l i a U n i t e d 
Methodist Men’s group 
last night! 

Coach Ben L indsey 
spoke to us about the 
f a n t a s t i c P a n t h e r s 
Basketball team. This is a 
team with the guts and 
g u m p t i o n t o d o 

everything it takes to put forth their very best 
efforts, on the court and off. Coach Lindsey spoke 
about the incredible pride he feels with the 
Panthers. I can understand the feeling of pride he 
expressed. In the photo above, Coach Lindsey 
described the blessing of growing up in Magnolia 
and his many go-kart adventures from his home to 
the parking lot of Asbury UMC! He suspected that 
there might still be some visible remnants of his 
parking lot excursions! 

Coach Lindsey told us many inspiring stories of 
current players and those players of days gone by. 
They were smile-inducing, but his heart for his 
team shone through when Coach went beyond the 
joy of victories and basketball. As much as Coach 
said he loved basketball, his caring heart went out 
to his High School team. Coach recounted times 
when he taught students how to drive using his own 
vehicle! (“You’re a better man than I,” said, Gunga 
Din!). Helping students with food challenges, 
clothing needs, and being there emotionally during 
times of pain were part of his life and ministry. Yes, 
Coach Lindsey is a top-notch basketball coach, but 
he is also a man of compassion, care, and great 
love! There is a quote I recently came across that 
reminds me of Coach Lindsey, “People with great 
passion can make the impossible happen!” I hope 
and pray that we will all be such people!

Coach, we are proud to have you and your beautiful 
family as Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
members!

Volume 4 Issue 22

Thanks to Pastor Moore and the Magnolia United 
Methodist Men for the great food and for hosting this 
inspirational time together!

Pastor Gary

“Plays” — Crossword Solution
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under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12) This morning, you might feel like your many 
failures in life will keep you away from God. Perhaps the worry and doubt in your heart of hearts is overwhelming you. 
Sometimes, the fears and woes of this world can make you question God's love for you. This can cause you to wonder 
even about your salvation and eternity! Indeed, we walk by faith and not by sight. The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
goes beyond any earthly "peace" that can come our way. Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, My Peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." John 14:27

Come to Him this day and receive salvation as a free gift and leave with eternity and Peace in your heart! 

So, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!  

 Pastor Gary

Annual Conference — Daily Digest – June 1, 2022
Annual Conference 2022 opened in worship, with uplifting music and prayers presented by the conference’s House 
Praise Band.

Bishop Gary Mueller welcomed those gathered, saying it’s good to be back all together. In 2020, Annual Conference 
was held virtually, and in 2021 the conference was hybrid. “We’ve traveled many miles since we were all together in 
2019,” he said. 

During a time of personal privilege, Bishop Mueller said he is well after a time of illness. “There has been much 
speculation about my retirement, but this morning the judicial council issued a memorandum of clarification.” He said 
that Judicial Conference will be held in November this year, and newly elected bishops and active bishops will be 
assigned to districts on Jan. 1, 2023.

Bishop Mueller said he will continue to be a bishop until the normal retirement date in 2024. “Come Jan. 1, I will be 
assigned to a new area or back to Arkansas for a couple of years. We’ll see what happens.” 

As to the tension and uncertainty concerning this year’s Annual Conference, Bishop Mueller told of a shirt he saw that 
said, “Stay Calm and Trust the Holy Spirit.” He reiterated that all will be well, and we will be amazed at what happens 
when Jesus is “in the house.”

Episcopal Address — In his Episcopal Address, Bishop Mueller told of controversies in different denominations that 
are in the news, including the sin of racism, abuse, and defrauding parishioners. Nasty breakups in mainline 
denominations are not stressed in social media, but they hurt those in the churches who are just trying to make ends 
meet. He said that people are watching us, they’re observing, they’re taking note of how our message corresponds to 
how we say we believe. Polls show that belief in Christianity is dropping, and people are just “over” church.

“Why will we assume young people who grew up in the church will come back? Why will we assume those who have 
never worshiped in a church will be interested in clicking on our website and coming through our doors? Those folks 
see who we are by our actions. What they see is something more clearly than we do, and it’s that we have forgotten 
who we are,” the Bishop emphasized. 

When others ask the Bishop how he is, he said he sometimes thinks, “I don’t even know if I like the church much 
anymore. … I can deal with a lot, and put up with a lot, but I cannot deal with the fighting, attacking, demonizing, and 
wounding, whether on the floor of Annual Conference, or in the echo chamber of conversations that occur on a daily 
basis, or by someone sitting behind a keyboard and typing. We are an Annual Conference full of deeply wounded 
people. … I understand where we are at. We’re grieving, but friends, it’s not good to dump, to blame others, to try to 
win, and not only that, it’s not Christian. I don’t understand why people are trying to win a battle that should not even 
be fought. It’s about discerning where people believe they should be, allowing them to follow the call God is making on 
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Senior Sunday — 2022 

their heart.” 
“Unless you find a cure, you are ill. We have a cure, and that cure is to confess that indeed we have forgotten who we 
are and to confess that we need to repent and to get about the business of living in a new way… We are in a crisis, a 
soul-draining crisis, with implications for generations. The only way we can address it is to remember who we really 
are. We can rediscover who we are if we’re willing to take the risk of what it means to really change.” 

Bishop Mueller said we must take a leap of faith right over all the things we have wanted to focus on. “We must see 
beyond ourselves and see what God is doing. It takes work – discernment, acts of humility and listening to what God 
really wants. It takes a leap of faith to see people other than you as being valid, to set aside your own agenda.” Paul told 
the Corinthian church that they were a broken church, but they could find a way forward in unity by taking exactly that 
kind of leap. “The same thing will work for us.” 

Moving forward, the Bishop said we must “practice being the church in our current heartbreaking condition by being 
witness to how Jesus operates, allow people to find where they need to land, and work in ministry together. A leap of 
faith church does not have to solve every issue we think divides us. We CAN be a leap of faith church. Is the United 
Methodist Church willing to take this leap? That, my brothers and sisters, is the question. It is the question every one of 
us will have to answer.”

Business Session — Our afternoon sessions at Annual Conference included hearing reports from many areas of 
ministry, which the Bishop calls “the cornerstone” of the Conference. Reports were given by Rev. Rashim Merriwether, 
Special Assistant to the Bishop on Ethnic Concerns and Initiatives and Senior Pastor at Hunter FUMC, on the work of 
dismantling the sin of racism; Amy Ezell, director of the Center of Communication, discussed how the past year has 
included a movement “back to the basics” for the Center for Communication; Michelle Moore, Developer of Clergy 
Recruitment, reported on the work in the Culture of Call ministry area; Mary Lewis Dassinger, 200,000 More Reasons 
Project Coordinator, discussed the implications of food insecurity on Arkansas children; and Rev. Wayne Clark, 
president and CEO of the Methodist Foundation for Arkansas, gave a report outlining a week’s worth of work at the 
foundation.

Other actions included the adoption of the Committee on Finance and Administration report, which includes the budget; 
and adoption of the session rules, the agenda for the conference, and the consent calendar.

Service of Commissioning and Ordination — Wednesday afternoon was devoted to honoring those who are being 
commissioned and ordained into ministry. Answering the call into Christ’s priesthood include Chase Burns and Lyn 
Poplin, ordination as elder; Ryan Bacchus, Virginia Brown, Annie Lankford, and Timothy Rushing, commission as 
provisional members preparing for ordained ministry as elders; and Edna Hargraves, recognition of orders from a sister 
denomination. Worship included a word from Bishop Mueller and a Service of Holy Communion.

Annual Conference — Daily Digest – June 2, 2022
Worship — A powerful spoken word message through the art of poetry by Lo Alaman, Houston-based minister and 
creative poet, along with music and prayers presented by the conference’s House Praise Band opened the Thursday 
session of Annual Conference with great Spirit!

Rev. Aubrietta Jones, Senior Pastor at Maumelle FUMC, gave the opening morning devotional, based on Psalms 
84:8-12, emphasizing the importance of reading the Bible and your journey to be a happy doorkeeper. “The Word of 
God changed my life,” she said. “I learned grace through the Word of God.” She said her calling was not what she 
expected it to be as a young girl. The Holy Spirit has used the Bible to be a life-changing thing for me. “I was willing to 
be a doorkeeper for Christ,” but apparently the Holy Spirit had a different idea, as she entered ordained ministry. “It’s 
quite possible to see evil in others, but to see it in you?” All of us are a little wicked at times – keeping silent when we 
should speak up, manipulating things to keep our advantages. “All of us try to get to the tents of wickedness from time 
to time.”
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Senior Sunday — 2022 
She reassured the Conference that Christ came for his love of us, and that he knew we were tempted for the tents 
of wickedness. “He came to save us from sin and to save us from ourselves. That work of salvation is ongoing and 
still available to all of us. Even unpaid kingdom workers are tempted by the treasures. There will always be 
something luring us away from a life of serving others, from answering God’s call. God and his purposes are 
forever, and the things that we do in the service of God are forever.”

During the business session, reports were given by those directing the Conference’s Lay ministries. The Laity 
Address was given by Kathy Conley, Arkansas Conference Lay Leader, who appeared along with the Board of 
Laity. She told the Conference that these board members seek to be the voice of the Laity in the Conference and 
in the world. She emphasized living a life based in faithfulness. God is writing God’s story through us, and every 
day we get to live out this story in the world. “We are serving as the author of our story and God’s story. … Be 
the light to a hurting world and to love like God loves.” Carole Blanks, Conference Director of the Committee on 
Lay Servant Ministries, reported on the committee. Five individuals who are new Certified Lay Ministers were 
called forward, recognized and accepted the call into the work of lay ministry. There are 55 total Certified Lay 
Ministers in the Arkansas Conference. Bishop Mueller thanked Kathy and Carole, saying this ministry is not only 
the ministry of the present, but the ministry of the future.

Boy Scouts of America Update — Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Connectional Ministries, 
gave an update on the results of the agreement with the United Methodist Church and the Boy Scouts of America. 
He said the Arkansas Conference gave $292,000 as our share of the $30 million committed by the United 
Methodist Church to the survivor trust fund. He also offered prayers for the survivors for the families and offered 
help in recovery from the sexual abuse reported in Arkansas. A Conference task force was created to take a look 
at the Conference Safe Sanctuary policies. Final recommendations will be coming for those churches that 
continue to have a BSA charter. They were asked to continue with the charter until the next steps are determined.

Safe Gathering Task Force — Chairperson Rev. Jimmy Mosby and Task Force members Michelle Moore, Kim 
Anderson, and Robert McCullum were present to make a report on the work of the Safe Gathering Task Force 
that was set up by Conference resolution. Kim Anderson gave a report on a review policy, recommending a broad 
and comprehensive approach in providing safety for children, youth and vulnerable adults in our care. Michelle 
Moore said the task force recommended Safe Gatherings for the background check for all who work with 
children, youth and vulnerable adults. Kim Anderson clarified that this will be the policy and standard for district 
and conference events, and that individual churches will be encouraged to use it as a model for their individual 
churches. Motions to adopt the Safe Gathering policy and the creation of a permanent Safe Gathering committee 
were both adopted.

BUSINESS SESSION — Introduction and Consideration of Legislation — Rev. Bryan Fink, pastor at 
Stuttgart FUMC, made a motion that legislation be adopted pursuant to P2548.2, as shown in the Pre-Conference 
Journal, which would outline a standard process governing requests from local congregations to amicably separate 
from the Arkansas Annual Conference of the UMC and join the Global Methodist Church. Bryan Swain, lay 
member from Central UMC, Fayetteville, motioned for a substitution distributed to the Conference today as 
opposed to the information contained in the Pre-Conference Journal. The substitution provides for a comity 
agreement with the Global Methodist Church, and for a transfer process and transfer agreement to be created for 
one church to transfer from one group to the other. This substitution was never adopted. Rev. Rebekah Miles, 
SMU Perkins School of Theology, moved to defer consideration of this resolution until after the Judicial 
Conference rules on the use of P2548.2. The issue would be considered at the next called special session or 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Annual Conference. The motion was seconded. The question at hand is to 
defer the original legislation as found in the Pre-Conference Journal because the proposed substitution has not yet 
been adopted. Rev. Miles’ rationale for deferring was because we don’t know whether or not this paragraph can 
be used in reference to disaffiliation. Following discussion both against and in favor of the deferment, the motion 
was approved.

There is more to report, but space is limited.  Go online (https://arumc.org/2022/06/daily-digest-june-2-2022/) for 
the full overview



May 20, 2022
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

The Judicial Council has just announced in Decision 1445 that jurisdictions can elect 
and assign bishops in 2022.

I am writing to share with you the impact this decision has on me. ¶408.1 requires a 
bishop who is 68 or older on July 1 in the year a Jurisdictional Conference is held to 
retire at that Jurisdictional Conference. Since I am 68, that means I will be retiring at 
the upcoming Jurisdictional Conference.

We do not yet know whether the South Central Jurisdictional Conference will be held 
this fall as currently scheduled, or sometime this summer. This means I cannot yet 
state when I will enter the retired status and your new episcopal leader will begin. 
Hopefully, that information will be forthcoming in the next couple of weeks.

In the meantime, our mission continues to create vital congregations that make 
disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, 
communities and the world.  

I am looking forward to joining you in Hot Springs for Annual Conference June 1-4.

God bless you!
 

Grace and Peace, 

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
June 5, 2022

Pentecost Sunday               
Lectionary Texts:

Acts 2:1-21;                                          
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826);         

Romans 8:14-17;                                   
John 14:8-17, (25-27) 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.


