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This week we continue with our
study of the Beatitudes of our Lord
Jesus Christ. I believe that each of
the Beatitudes builds upon the
previous Beatitude like
foundational building blocks
building up to walking in holiness
and purity of life so much so that
we can even endure suffering for
the Gospel’s sake.

Matthew 5:1-12 (NKJV) And
seeing the multitudes, He went
up on a mountain, and when He
was seated His disciples came to
Him. 2 Then He opened His
mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness,

For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of

God.
10 Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’

sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.

11 Blessed are you when they

revile and persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely
for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

Let’s quickly review the first two
beatitudes…

1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven” –
These are the people who truly
understand their state of spiritual
poverty. They know that they are not
only lost sinners, but that they are
also spiritually bankrupt and utterly
powerless to save themselves.

2. “Blessed are they that mourn, for
they shall be comforted” - These are
the people who not only realize that
they are sinners and powerless to
save themselves but they let that
knowledge of their dreadful state
drop from their heads to their hearts
and they begin grieving over their
sinful state of separation from
God. Those who are poor in spirit
realize that their only hope is to
repent and trust in Jesus and Him
alone for their salvation!

This week, we allow the first two
beatitudes to bring us to the third,
“Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth.”

Our modern day thinking says,
“Blessed are the go-getters and the
cut-throats for they get everything
that they want!” But what does
Jesus say to this view? Well, Jesus
flips the world’s thinking on its head
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“Sailing”

Across
1. * Speed of one nautical mile
per hour
5. Crash
8. * Luxury Liner rooms
14. Fissure
15. It's the end of an ___
16. * Unit of distance
17. Q. "Where were you born?"
A. "I was born ___ Paso, Texas."
18. Not absolute
20. Father to Jr.
21. Thanks, in Britain
22. * They look lovely on the
watery horizon
24. Alphabet sequence
26. "Big whoop!"
27. * Floaty thing on the water
30. * Water Depth measurements
35. Trading place in the U.S.A.
36. Crucifixion letters
37. Ohs partners
39. Mr. Cummings
40. Ms. Dawber
43. Red Sign word
44. Television show
46. Extinct bird
47. Smash Song

48. Madison is its capital, for
short
49. Tell
50. Ms. Moran
51. Bristlelike appendages
53. * Meet for boat races
55. * Upper edge of the side
of a vessel
58. Mr. Bradley
59. Bric-à-___
60. * Some might belong to
one
66. In other words, for short
67. How tall something is, for
short
69. Colonnade
70. Indigenous person of
Japan
71. * Paddled things on
camping trips
74. Hockey legend
75. Garlands
76. * Rear parts of vessels
77. Word in the Social Pages
78. Mixed dog

Down

1. Mr. Kristofferson
2. * Caravel of Columbus
3. Buddhist sacred mountain
4. * Type of vessel that tourists
flock to see
5. Gambling city
6. Operatic song
7. * Things on a #4D
8. Atomic #17
9. Bronze money
10. * Type of vessel that has three
or more #7D (var. sp.)
11. Baby Branch, without the "Tw"
12. Kooky
13. Something on a bus
19. Fencing Class question: "___
garde something the fencers always
have to shout?"
23. Casper's word
25. Ms. O'Donnell, to friends
28. * Sailor's Shout: "___,
Captain!"
29. Mad Cow Disease letters
30. * Wonders in the Water
31. Against
32. What a horse can do
33. * Docking facility
34. "Keep it down."
38. * Maritime distress signal
40. * Harbor
41. Mine entrance
42. Painting, with "Lisa"
45. ___-es-Salaam
46. * Minacious Maritime Movie
48. ___.infoplease.com
51. * Ground tackle
52. Mr. Stallone, et al.
54. Acquire
55. * Maritime Monster: ___ White
Shark
56. Movie org.
57. Persistently cause anxiety
59. Pen brands
61. Leftover apple part
62. Tortoise competition
63. Stead
64. Section
65. Sculpture
68. Countdown number
72. * Compass point
73. * Part of the name of Gilligan's
ship
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Sailing- solution
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2019 Southwest District-Wide Charge
Conference

The 2019 DistrictWide Charge Conference will
take place at 3:00 p.m. on November 17, 2019
at Malvern First United Methodist Church, 127
East Page Street, Malvern, AR. The deadline
for submitting the Charge Conference
packet will be October 18, 2019. Bishop
Mueller will lead us in worship. More details
will be provided as we know them.

Registration for Equip 2019 is now open!

This is a training event for youth workers by
youth workers. Go to www.arumc.org/equip19
to find out about our keynote speaker, Rev. Matt
Rawle and the workshop options. Just $20 for
the day including lunch and one of Matt's
books!

Schedule:

9:00-9:30 Registration
9:30-11:30 Keynote
11:30-12:15 Lunch
12:15-3:15 Workshops
3:15-4:00 Worship

It is hard to believe that we are beginning our
Seventh week at Magnolia First United
Methodist Church. Melissa and I have

experienced a heart-warming amount of love
and welcome here in beautiful Magnolia! We
are looking forward to many years of joyful
service and are expecting great things to
happen over the up and coming years!

Always remember that you have been blessed
to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

August 2019 – News and Announcements



by radically proclaiming that the meek are
blessed!

Why is this so radical? Well, if you ask your
average “Joe” or “Josephine” on the street what
they think when they hear the word meek? Many
might respond that they think of a wimpy sort of
a pushover man or woman who just quietly stands
by while they are taken advantage of. While that
might occasionally happen to our brothers and
sisters with a heart for helping others, the last
thing that many folks think is that the meek are
blessed or supremely happy!

Way back in the 1920's, a cartoonist by the name
of Harold T. Webster began drawing a comic
strip for the New York World entitled, The Timid
Soul. The main character in this comic strip was
a wimpy fellow by the name of Caspar
Milquetoast! You may have heard about or even
read the comic about timid Old Mr. Milquetoast.
(This past Sunday morning, I learned otherwise!)

H.T. Webster's most famous leading man was just
such a wimpy fellow!

“How wimpy was he?” [From actual cartoons]

He was so wimpy that he'd buy a new hat if the
one he was wearing got blown onto a patch of
ground protected by a "Keep Off the Grass"
sign. (Please hold your laughter until the end!)

“How wimpy was he?” The congregation asked,
hoping for more uncontrollable frivolity. He was
so wimpy, that a sign reading, "Watch This
Space" could render him motionless for hours.

He was so wimpy that he was depicted as
straining while trying to squash a grape…

For trivia fans, Caspar’s last name was derived
from the unlikely taste treat known as "milk
toast."How does one make milk toast?No need
to perform a Google search, all you have to do is
take a piece of toast and soak it some milk and
voilà milk toast! What did folks do with this
unpleasant sounding soggy little mess? Since it
was very bland and easy on the stomach it was
usually fed to bedridden sick folks. For inquiring
minds that need to know, Milk toast is only a tad
bit chewier than milksop, which is the same
except the bread isn't toasted, and spineless
persons have been called milksops for centuries.

Years later, H.T. Webster described Casper
Milquetoast as "the man who speaks softly
and gets hit with a big stick".
(Source - Don Markstein's Toonopedia™ Home
Page )

If that weren’t enough to give a bad name to
meek folks, later on…according to Bill
Farmer’s newspaper column, J. Upton
Dickson was a fun-loving fellow who said he
was writing a book entitled Cower Power. He
also founded a group of submissive people. It
was called DOORMATS. That stands for
“Dependent Organization of Really Meek And
Timid Souls.” Their symbol was the yellow
traffic light and their motto was: “The meek
shall inherit the earth—if that’s okay with
everybody.”

That’s the opinion many people have about
meekness. They think that Jesus must have
meant something this when he said that the meek
were blessed (happy).

Is that right or did Jesus have something
quite different in mind?

The original Greek word behind the word meek
is πραΰς́ praus (pronounced prah-ooce'). It can
certainly mean gentle, humble, and courteous.
Those all describe someone who is meek, but
let’s do a little bit of digging. In Classical Greek,
the term was used by three different types of
people. First it was used by doctors, it was also
used by sailors, and thirdly by farmers.

1.) The doctor used the word 'meek' to describe
a soothing medicine that would take away pain.
We all know that medicine is prescribed in
dosages that are specific for our particular needs.
If too much is given, the effects could be
disastrous! With the strength of the medicine
controlled, it usually cures what ails us.
2.) The sailor used the word 'meek' of a lovely
cool breeze that brings freshness and refreshes
the sailors. We all have memories of some
winds that were quite destructive, like this year’s
(2019) first Hurricane Barry. The winds
possessed great strength, but they were out of
control!

3.) And then thirdly, the farmer used the word
'meek' of a donkey or stallion that was broken
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and was able to be useful on the farm.

To sum it up in one brief sentence and to give
you how 'meekness' reads for me: it is power
under control.

Let’s take a fast look at a couple of fellows
that the Bible says were meek and see just
how their meekness was displayed for all to
see!

1. Moses was a great leader. He, at God’s
direction, stood up to the most powerful leader in
the world, Pharaoh Ramses. He boldly led God’s
people through the wilderness to the border of
the Promised Land and yet he was the meekest
man recorded in the Old Testament!

Numbers 12:3 — “Now the man Moses was
very meek, above all the men which were upon
the face of the earth.” (That’s pretty meek, if you
ask me!)

2. Jesus could stand up to the winds and the
waves. He chased the money changers out of the
temple twice with a bullwhip. He boldly
answered the Herodians, the Pharisees, and the
Scribes! He could have called down legions of
angels at His very word. And yet He described
Himself in this way…

Matthew 11:29 — “Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”

So what is meekness? It is power under the
control of God! Yes, we will walk humbly before
God with gentleness and friendliness towards
others, but with our power and control being
guided by God!

So, what do we have control over? A great
deal!

We have control of many things, like:

• The things that we do.
• The words that we say.
• Witnessing for Christ.
• Our relationship with God.
• Our relationship with our friends, families,

and church!
• Our prayer life.
• Our service to God.

Get the idea? We have many things under our
power and control!

Meekness is a natural result of humbling
ourselves before God. It allows us to be available
for God’s use and it accelerates our own spiritual
growth as we follow the Master’s Words of life.

When Jesus said, “Blessed are the meek . . .” He
didn’t mean that Christians are to be wimpy,
passive folks who speak softly and never
challenge or stand up to anyone or anything!

Meek does not mean weak! The New Testament
writers call believers “soldiers” who “fight” in a
“battle”. Paul calls us to put on the “armor of
God” as well as to “destroy the fortresses” of
unbiblical world-views as we share the Gospel.

Meekness has to do with an attitude that all
Christians are to stand up for the Faith in a spirit
of gentleness and humility!

Meekness does not prevent us from boldly
speaking the truth in love, it demands it!

Jesus said, “Blessed [Supremely happy] are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” God has
a wonderful inheritance for His people!

This morning, come to God with the realization
that you cannot save yourself (being Poor in
spirit), let your heart break over your sins and the
sins of this world (mourning over them), and
allow God to direct your paths and share His love
(being meek), and you will be moving along
God’s Highway of Holiness!

As you live out the beatitudes in your life this
week, always remember that you have been
blessed to be a blessing! So be one and you will
see souls brought into the Kingdom of Heaven!

Pastor Gary
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This week we will be continuing with our study
in the Beatitudes of our Lord Jesus Christ. Open
your Bible read the words of the Lord.

Matthew 5:1-12 (NKJV) And seeing the
multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when
He was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then
He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness,

For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

For they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely
for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

In these beatitudes, Jesus doesn't use fancy
speech or highfalutin theological terms, He tells
it plainly in very clear and challenging terms.

a. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

b. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted.

c. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth.

d. The 4th beatitude reads, "Blessed are they
that hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be filled."

I. Physical Hunger: I’m going to go out on a
limb and make an assumption here, but I
guessing that no one here this morning had to

teach you how to be hungry, right? It just
happened naturally, no lessons were needed!
The choice of food for infants is chosen for
them, but as we mature we get to choose what
we eat. Sometimes we choose our food wisely
and at other times, not so wisely!

When it comes to physical hungering and thirsting,
I can't help but recall some of my conversations on
the subject.

I have no idea how many times Melissa and I have
had the following conversation, but it sounds like
verbal ping-pong. One thing is certain though, we
had this conversation this Friday!

Me: “What would you like to eat?”

Melissa: “I don't know, what would you like
to eat?"

Me: “I don't know...what are you hungry
for?”

Melissa: “I don't know, whatever you want?"

Have you ever had a conversation like that? I'll bet
you have! This kind of exchange generally goes on
for a while. During which time, potato chips,
gummy bears, or some other similar junk food
snacks are ingested, you know…to aid the thinking
process and reduce hunger-induced suffering.
That’s not just speculation, but my personal
experience speaking! Usually a short time later, the
junk food has temporarily stifled your body's desire
for real food and your appetite for good, healthy
food diminishes.

In other words, our hungering and thirsting for
physical food eventually leads us to be filled in one
way or another. We either fill ourselves with either
good, healthy food or with unhealthy junk food!
The choice is ours! You might be thinking, "So,
what's the big deal anyway? A little bit of junk food
never hurt anyone!" Perhaps not, but could it be
that we might be consuming more than just a little
bit of junk food? Hmmm?

There is a familiar quote that says, “You are what
you eat!" As I gaze out into the congregation, I
don't see any 5-6 foot tall buckets of fried chicken,
and No Big Macs majestically enthroned on a pew!
So, thank goodness, we don't literally become what
we eat, but, for better or for worse, what we do eat
does become a part of us!

I say, "for better or for worse" because the quality

“Blessed are Those Who Hunger and Thirst!”
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of the food we eat can affect the quality of our lives and health. As we all should know, junk food is usually devoid of
quality protein, healthy carbohydrates, needed vitamins, minerals, and is therefore of little value to our bodies.

As you might have already learned, there is an addictive quality to unhealthy food, in that our taste buds develop a real
hunger and thirst for them! As such, our physical appetites often drive us to stuff many an unhealthy thing down our
pie portals! (Read that mouth!)

What might these unhealthy things do to us physically?

1. They can drain us of our energy and vitality!

2. They can slow down our thinking and even negatively affect our moods!

3. And they can lead us toward disease, rather than toward health.

With all of the goodies and other temptations that surround us and fill the airwaves to tempt us, it takes real
determination to eat right and be as healthy as possible.

That's the physical aspect of our hunger and thirst, but how about our spiritual appetites. Can something similar
happen here as well?

II. Spiritual Hunger: Let's ponder our 4th beatitude for a while…

In general, most of us hunger and thirst for physical food on a daily basis, but we also hunger and thirst for emotional,
mental, and spiritual food too. But how we try to fill that need all too often follows a similar course as that of our junk
food diet.

Let me ask you a personal question, “When you come home from your daily activities, do you ever carefully consider
getting some good, healthy, and much needed spiritual food in your system or do you simply flop down into your
recliner, turn on the television, and settle in for a night of entertainment and bad news?”

All too often, the second option is what occurs! Why do we do that? I believe it's because we're hungering and
thirsting for something, but we're not quite sure what it is, let alone whether we even want or even need it.

Our emotional / spiritual stomachs are rumbling, so we turn to the television or some other similar diversion, for a
quick nibble of emotional and spiritual junk food. The more we watch, the more we kill our appetites for any "food"
of real substance, like time together in God's Word, prayer, or Bible study!

What are we hungering for?

1. Are we really hungering and thirsting for God's Word and His righteousness?
2. Or will any spiritual junk food do?

You see, just like a diet primarily composed of junk food can lead to mental and physical sluggishness, ill health, and
even stunted growth, a steady diet of spiritual junk food with only a little bit of healthy food can likewise lead to
sluggish spiritual responses, spiritual sickness, and even stunted spiritual growth!

God wants us to grow and to be healthy Christians who can experience His joy, His blessedness, and faithfully serve
Him in this world. Isn’t it time to change our spiritual diets? I believe that when we dine upon God’s word and seek
His righteousness, His presence will permeate the entirety of our being and daily lives!

Remember, all of our "taste buds" (physical, emotional, and spiritual) become attuned to what we regularly put in
them. Any major change away from our "normal" diet is going to cause some level of discomfort. So take it slowly!
Don't worry, you don’t have to go "cold turkey" when changing your diet away from junk food, physical or
otherwise…

I've engaged in some major changes during the Lenten Season and believe me, it's not very comfortable! So just start
by replacing an item, or two, of spiritual junk food in your life with some of God’s real food. The taste of this godly
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Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783)

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPELWORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPELWORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation
and generally of living things and the promise
of new life. It is used for the Season of
Epiphany between Transfiguration Sunday
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday
after Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Lectionary Texts for This Week

spiritual food might seem strange at first, even foreign. But like certain physical foods, it's a taste that can be
acquired - and once you try it, you'll like it.

Here's a few starter ideas:

Bible Study: Start reading in the Book of John, read a verse or two and just think about that verse, e.g., John
1:1.What do you think that verse means? Who is it talking about? Prayerfully ponder it.And so on...

Prayer: Make it a brand new habit to be praying before you come to Sunday morning service...pray for the
service, pray that this time of worship is dedicated, by you, to the Lord and that your thoughts, at least for this
hour will be focused on Him and not what's for lunch or what's coming on TV at 12:30! Also, pray for revival
in your life and the life of the church!

Witness: Step out in boldness and share your faith story and if that’s too much initially, then merely invite
someone to church! As you do these things, your faith will increase!

The Beatitudes, at least to me, move us along a continuum of faith and spiritual growth. Let me encourage you
to come to God with the realization that you cannot save yourself (being poor in spirit), let your heart break
over your sins and the sins of this world (mourning over them), and allow God to direct your paths and share
His love (being meek), and you will be moving along God’s Highway of Holiness! As these first three
Beatitudes become an experiential reality, your spiritual appetite will change and you will begin to hunger and
thirst for the righteousness of God! Jesus said, "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled."

As you live out the beatitudes in your life this week, always remember that you have been blessed to be a
blessing! So be one and you will see souls brought into the Kingdom of Heaven!

Pastor Gary


