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Due to a number of events that began a
few months ago and have only
escalated to a fever pitch of late, I feel
moved to take a momentary step away
from the Beatitudes, and visit a most
remarkable account from Mark’s
gospel!

Mark 4:35-41 As evening came, Jesus
said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the
other side of the lake.” 36 So they took
Jesus in the boat and started out,
leaving the crowds behind (although
other boats followed). 37 But soon a
fierce storm came up. High waves were
breaking into the boat, and it began to
fill with water.

38 Jesus was sleeping at the back of the
boat with his head on a cushion. The
disciples woke him up, shouting,
“Teacher, don’t you care that we’re
going to drown?”

39 When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the
wind and said to the waves, “Silence!
Be still!” Suddenly the wind stopped,
and there was a great calm. 40 Then he
asked them, “Why are you afraid? Do
you still have no faith?”

41 The disciples were absolutely
terrified. “Who is this man?” they
asked each other. “Even the wind and
waves obey him!” (NLT)

I suspect that everyone here has heard
the acronym F.E.A.R. Yes, you can
look up the word fear in a dictionary
and get the standard definition, but
many years ago I heard it broken down
as follows:

The acronym stands for: F = False, E =
Expectations, A = About, and R =
Reality. Put it all together and it tells us
that F.E.A.R. is nothing more than false
expectations about reality. In other
words, most of what we fear in life

never comes to pass and we worry in vain
far too often!

While that is usually true, there are times
in life when the things we fear are staring
us right in the face like a bad dream come
to life and we don't know what to do or
where to turn. Sometimes things arise out
of nowhere and throw us into a raging
storm of emotions that are tossed to and
fro like the disciples were that day!

Jesus knew what the disciples would one
day find themselves face to face with
hateful people, demonic spirits, and
opposition from some unexpected
corners and so He taught them through
His Words and His life. He taught them
not once, but dozens of times until it
finally sunk in permanently!

The Book of Mark is the briefest of the
Gospel accounts. It is an action oriented
gospel that goes from event to event in
rapid fashion much like a movie shooting
script. As Mark records it, following
Jesus’ wilderness temptations, Jesus
begins to call His disciples and teach. As
the consummate teacher, Jesus would
teach a powerful concept and follow it up
to demonstrate His unique position in this
world as the Son of God. In chapter one,
after calling the first of many disciples,
Jesus drives out an impure spirit by the
power and might of His word.

• Thus showing that He is lord over the
demonic realm.

• He then goes on to teach and preach
only punctuated by times of prayer.

• He heals all manner of sickness from
the simple fever of Peter’s mother-in-
law to paralysis and leprosy thus
showing Himself lord over the human
condition.
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“The Dog Days of Summer”

Across
1. * The longest day of Summer
9. * Summertime Sound!
15. * Spell that's hot in Summer
16. Short Sleep
17. Scandinavian rug
18. ___ Lanka
20. * Summer Spot: Shore of the
Sea
22.Mr. Stravinsky
25. ___ the Terrible
27. Have
29. Subdue
31.Word with Ad
33. Plural of I
35. Letters seen on certain brands
of home appliances
36. Suva is the capital here
37. * Summer resort ocean
39. * Summertime Structures
42. Inclined
43. * Summertime drink: Iced ___
44. Florentine painter Angelico
45. U2 Tune
46. Definite article
47. * Composer of many popular
smash songs with Summery themes
52. * Something sizzling on a
Summertime barbecue
54. Fare-___-Well

55. "End" Ending
56. Television hospital drama
57. Prof's helpers
58.Male Monarch
59. Canadian rock gr. which had
this hit: "You Ain't Seen
Nothing Yet"
60. Food
62. Straighten out
64. "Vega$" (TV) name
68. Zippo
70. Abbreviated word seen on a
Memo
72. * Rode the waves of
Summer
74. * Name associated with
"Summertime"
78. Consequence indicator
79. * Protective lotion in
Summer

Down
1. "Hush!"
2. Poetic contraction
3. Professional wrestler The
Rock is known for this: "____
the Smack Down"
4. Bachelor party
5. He (Initials) wrote "A

Streetcar Named Desire" (1947)
6. State, for short, for Des Moines
7. Little résumés
8. Spooky
9. Letters on Skipper's boat
10. * Outdoor events in Summer
11. * Summertime Sign
12. Gray the Botanist
13. Little roads
14. * Head covering in Summer
19. III + I = ___
21. Tree Trunk Tidbits
23. Relating to the ear
24. Prince in India (var. sp.)
26.Winglike parts
28. * Outdoor Summer activities may
be cancelled if it's bad
30. Something of the wrong size
32. Prefix to "Weekly"
33. * Summery Smash by The
Surfaris
34. Shock treatment, for short
36. U.S. health organization
37. * Gardeners place them in their
gardens in Summer
38. Devotees
40. Require
41. Simple Singsong: ___-la-la
45. Bullring cheer
46. Three: Italian
47. * Pebbly Places when Summer
Sizzles
48. * Summer camp skin eruption
49. Questionable word
50. Yesterday: Italian
51. Big City Light
53. Abbreviated word in front of
Everest
58. Baby Branches
59. Six divided ___ equals three
61. Light switch choice
63. He wrote "Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory" (1964): Roald ___
(b.1916 - d.1990)
64. Bob Hope did variety shows for
this assoc.
65. Robot play
66.Wrath
67. The Argonauts and The
Roughriders are teams in this org.
69.Monetary unit in Romania
71. ___-tac-toe
73. Cul-___-Sac
75. Dr.'s assistant
76. Atomic #51
77. She (Initials) starred in "Eyes
Wide Shut" (1999)

PAGE 2 THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER VOLUME 1 ISSUE 02



The Dog Days of Summer- solution
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Caspar Milquetoast

2019 Southwest District-Wide Charge
Conference

The 2019 DistrictWide Charge Conference will
take place at 3:00 p.m. on November 17, 2019
at Malvern First United Methodist Church, 127
East Page Street, Malvern, AR. The deadline
for submitting the Charge Conference
packet will be October 18, 2019. Bishop
Mueller will lead us in worship. More details
will be provided as we know them.

Registration for Equip 2019 is now open!

This is a training event for youth workers by
youth workers. Go to www.arumc.org/equip19
to find out about our keynote speaker, Rev. Matt
Rawle and the workshop options. Just $20 for
the day including lunch and one of Matt's
books!

Schedule:

9:00-9:30 Registration
9:30-11:30 Keynote

11:30-12:15 Lunch
12:15-3:15 Workshops
3:15-4:00 Worship

It is hard to believe that we are beginning our
sixth week at Magnolia First United Methodist
Church. Melissa and I have experienced a
heart-warming amount of love and welcome
here in beautiful Magnolia! We are looking
forward to many years of joyful service and are
expecting great things to happen over the up
and coming years!

Always remember that you have been blessed
to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

August 2019 – News and Announcements



• He even forgives sin, thus showing Himself God in
human flesh.

• He proclaims Himself lord of the Sabbath. By this
time, the twelve have been appointed and crowds are
following Jesus wherever He goes. He teaches about
the Kingdom of God through His words and
miraculous works.

• By the time the midpoint of chapter 4 arrives, He
shows them that He is not only Lord of the Sabbath,
Lord over the human condition, Lord over the
demonic realm, but now He shows that He is even
Lord of nature by calming the wind and the waves.

Let us look and see what Jesus might have been trying
to teach His disciples and us about storms of a different
variety!

1.) Mark 4:35-37 As evening came, Jesus said to his
disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” 36

So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving
the crowds behind (although other boats followed). 37

But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were
breaking into the boat, and it began to fill with water.

This might not be so obvious as first reading, but this
was a bold journey from the very start! It wasn't just a
bold journey for the sake of boldness, for with it came
a powerful lesson as well!

Although Melissa and I didn’t encounter any such
storms on our journey across the Sea of Galilee in 2015,
the geography of the Sea of Galilee makes it especially
susceptible to sudden violent storms. This is part of the
reason that the gospels generally describe Jesus and His
disciples sailing more or less along the shoreline rather
than directly across the open body of the sea. There was
a good reason for that, if you were closer in, you could
head for the shore and ride out a sudden storm with
minimal damage.

The New Revised Standard Version makes it very clear
by translating Jesus' opening words as "Let's set out for
the opposite shore." That meant sailing directly across
the sea. And worse, it was at the end of the day and
getting dark, which meant the temperatures were more
unstable and more likely to result in a storm!

The worst fears of a fisherman at sea were met in short
order when a storm broke on the previously calm
waters.

What I find interesting is that Jesus would direct his
ship and the others to cross the “Sea of Galilee” in the
evening. Not only that, but to head out into deep waters
that could capsize their boats in the event of a sudden
strong storm.

Interestingly enough, Jesus, went to sleep on the boat
with His head on a cushion, leaving the disciples to
face their own fears and the violent storm on the open
sea themselves. I’m just guessing now, but I wonder if
Jesus was just pretending to be asleep to see how His
disciples reacted…

2.) Mark 4:38 Jesus was sleeping at the back of the
boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples woke
him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you care that
we’re going to drown?”

These disciples learned their limits right away. The
storm was too big for them, despite their many years
of experience as fishermen. Their words ("Don't you
care we're going to drown?") reveals panic.

In response to their question, Jesus immediately arose
and rebuked the wind and told the sea to hush up and
be silenced! The sea calmed and he then said to his
disciples “Why are you afraid? Do you Still have no
faith?” (Mark 4:39-40)

4.) Mark 4:41 The disciples were absolutely terrified.
“Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the
wind and waves obey him!” (NLT)

Throughout the book of Mark, their fears rise again
and again until they eventually come to know that
Jesus is Lord of lords and King of kings! That's not to
say that they never had a fear enter their hearts again,
but by their growing faith, they trusted in Him more
and more and ultimately had the victory in their lives!
But this account is not just about God's provision for
them, I believe it is also here as n example of God’s
provision for us as well!

As we opened I said, I believe that this passage from
Mark is indeed a story that demonstrates the
miraculous power of our Lord Jesus Christ in calming
the stormy waters of the Sea of Galilee. It is that, but
I believe that it is even more than that!

It is about us growing in faith in Jesus Christ and
moving away from fear and worry! These are
emotions that every one of us has experienced to one
degree or another along long life's often bumpy roads!

Fear and worry can attack us all! It can be fear and
worry of the unknown as well as fear and worry of the
known!

• Fear and worry can cripple us emotionally
and wear us down physically.

• Fear and worry can paralyze us into
inaction in this world and shipwreck our
faith in God.

• And Fear and worry is no respecter of
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persons either!

The sea, the storm, and the fragile boat that carried
Jesus and his disciples across the Sea of Galilee offer
to us an image of our life journeys!

The perilous journeys we take through the stormy
waters of life in our very fragile bodies and fragile
emotions remind us of the turbulent sea that night some
2,000 years ago. Our longing for our Lord to rescue us
from the dangers that lie in wait for us remind us of the
concerns of the disciples!

There are many "storms" that can toss our fragile lives,
our churches, and our country to and fro. We fear
disapproval, loss, rejection, failure, meaninglessness,
illness, and of course, we fear death - perhaps our own
death, but sometimes even more so, we fear the death
of those we love, and possibly even the potential
demise of our communities and our churches!

For all of us, I believe that the lesson of this stormy
voyage is faith, trust, and dependence upon Jesus as
our Lord and Savior in all things! He didn't expect His
disciples to pull themselves together from their earthly
experiences, but to begin to increase experiences of
faith as they walked with Him!

In those times when we, like the Disciples, cry out,
"Lord, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?”
Jesus is there to rescue us, maybe not from the
situation, but from our fears and worries!

Many know that Melissa and I have been bragging on
God for the past 11-months about leading us to our
precious little townhouse in Hot Springs Village. I
have shown the pictures of our blessing from God to
everyone like a proud grandparent shows pictures of
their precious grandkids. Last Monday, we received
the heart-breaking news that our entire home was
flooded from a broken pipe. The damage started
sometime in the past two-weeks, so until the water bill
comes in we won’t know how much water was poured
into our home. Then our daughter, Jay, has been ill
enough to be admitted to the hospital for evaluation of
an acute gastrointestinal disorder that is causing her
severe pain. The staff physicians have no idea what is
causing it! This plus at least a dozen other problems
that have gone wrong in the past three months has
made me cry out like the disciples, Lord, don’t you
care that Melissa and I feel like we’re drowning? I felt
overwhelmed! Somewhat like the disciples on the boat
that day.

Melissa reminded me with one of her now famous
sayings. She said, “God must have great plans for us

here in Magnolia, otherwise the devil wouldn’t be
coming against us so much and so often!”

I called out to the Lord, remembered HisWord, and God
brought to my remembrance of all of those times when
everything seemed bleak and hopeless. With that I
remembered how God gave me the grace to make it
through. It was then that His peace which passes all
understanding came upon me. (Philippians 4:7)

But despite my momentary questioning, God was (and
is) there more than ready to give us all His peace...

He gives us peace in the storms of sorrows and anxiety!
When sorrow comes to us in this world, as it
occasionally does, He comes to us with His peace! Paul
writes, “And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.” You might be filled with sorrow,
worries, and woes this morning, but stand firm in the
Lord for He can and will deliver you from them! He has
done it for me and He can do it for you too! He didn't
always change the situation or make it go away, but He
calmed the storm that was raging in my heart!

“Easier said than done!” You might be thinking! The
answer is “yes and no!” It’s never easy, but it is doable
if we follow the pattern of Jesus and His disciples; then
we can weather the storms of life that hit us!

How does one acquire such faith, trust, and confidence
in Jesus?

In Romans 10:17 Paul writes, “So then, faith comes by
hearing and hearing by the word of God.”

Stay in God’s Word, pray, read inspirational stories of
others who God has brought through challenging times,
and, if you able, join together as believers in worship,
Sunday school, and other times of worship and
fellowship!

I don't know what storm you might be facing this
morning, but He is available to give you comfort, rest,
and courage to face whatever storm might be raging in
your life today! The one who calmed the stormy seas
can calm your heart as well!

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a
blessing, so be one!

Pastor Gary
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This week we continue with our study of the
Beatitudes of our Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that
each of the Beatitudes builds upon the previous
Beatitude like foundational building blocks
building up to walking in holiness and purity of life
so much so that we can even endure suffering for
the Gospel’s sake.

Matthew 5:1-12 (NKJV) And seeing the
multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when
He was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then
He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness,

For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

For they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for
My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Let’s quickly review the first two beatitudes…

1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven” – These are the people who
truly understand their state of spiritual poverty.
They know that they are not only lost sinners, but
that they are also spiritually bankrupt and utterly
powerless to save themselves.

2. “Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted” - These are the people who not only
realize that they are sinners and powerless to save
themselves but they let that knowledge of their
dreadful state drop from their heads to their hearts
and they begin grieving over their sinful state of
separation from God. Those who are poor in spirit
realize that their only hope is to repent and trust in
Jesus and Him alone for their salvation!

This week, we allow the first two beatitudes to bring
us to the third, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth.”

Our modern day thinking says, “Blessed are the go-
getters and the cut-throats for they get everything
that they want!” But what does Jesus say to this
view? Well, Jesus flips the world’s thinking on its
head by radically proclaiming that the meek are
blessed!

Why is this so radical? Well, if you ask your average
“Joe” or “Josephine” on the street what they think
when they hear the word meek? Many might respond
that they think of a wimpy sort of a pushover man or
woman who just quietly stands by while they are
taken advantage of. While that might occasionally
happen to our brothers and sisters with a heart for
helping others, the last thing that many folks think is
that the meek are blessed or supremely happy!

Way back in the 1920's, a cartoonist by the name of
Harold T. Webster began drawing a comic strip for
the New York World entitled, The Timid Soul. The
main character in this comic strip was a wimpy
fellow by the name of Caspar Milquetoast! You may
have heard about or even read the comic about timid
Old Mr. Milquetoast. (This past Sunday morning, I
learned otherwise!)

H.T. Webster's most famous leading man was just
such a wimpy fellow!

“How wimpy was he?” [From actual cartoons]

He was so wimpy that he'd buy a new hat if the one
he was wearing got blown onto a patch of ground
protected by a "Keep Off the Grass" sign. (See page
3 of this newsletter for an image!)

“How wimpy was he?” The congregation asked,
hoping for more uncontrollable frivolity. He was so
wimpy, that a sign reading, "Watch This Space" could
render him motionless for hours.

He was so wimpy that he was depicted as straining
while trying to squash a grape…

For trivia fans, Caspar’s last name was derived from
the unlikely taste treat known as "milk toast." How
does one make milk toast? No need to perform a
Google search, all you have to do is take a piece of
toast and soak it some milk and voilà milk toast!
What did folks do with this unpleasant sounding
soggy little mess? Since it was very bland and easy
on the stomach it was usually fed to bedridden sick
folks. For inquiring minds that need to know, Milk
toast is only a tad bit chewier than milksop, which is
the same except the bread isn't toasted, and spineless

“Blessed are the Meek!”
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persons have been called milksops for centuries.

Years later, H.T. Webster described Casper Milquetoast as "the man who speaks softly and gets hit with a big stick".
(Source - Don Markstein's Toonopedia™ Home Page )

If that weren’t enough to give a bad name to meek folks, later on…according to Bill Farmer’s newspaper column, J.
Upton Dickson was a fun-loving fellow who said he was writing a book entitled Cower Power. He also founded a group
of submissive people. It was called DOORMATS. That stands for “Dependent Organization of ReallyMeek And Timid
Souls.” Their symbol was the yellow traffic light and their motto was: “The meek shall inherit the earth—if that’s okay
with everybody.”

That’s the opinion many people have about meekness. They think that Jesus must have meant something this when he said
that the meek were blessed (happy).

Is that right or did Jesus have something quite different in mind?

The original Greek word behind the word meek is πραΰ́ς praus (pronounced prah-ooce'). It can certainly mean gentle,
humble, and courteous. Those all describe someone who is meek, but let’s do a little bit of digging. In Classical Greek, the
term was used by three different types of people. First it was used by doctors, it was also used by sailors, and thirdly by
farmers.

1.) The doctor used the word 'meek' to describe a soothing medicine that would take away pain. We all know that
medicine is prescribed in dosages that are specific for our particular needs. If too much is given, the effects could be
disastrous! With the strength of the medicine controlled, it usually cures what ails us.
2.) The sailor used the word 'meek' of a lovely cool breeze that brings freshness and refreshes the sailors. We all have
memories of some winds that were quite destructive, like this year’s (2019) first Hurricane Barry. The winds possessed
great strength, but they were out of control!
3.)And then thirdly, the farmer used the word 'meek' of a donkey or stallion that was broken and was able to be useful
on the farm.

To sum it up in one brief sentence and to give you how 'meekness' reads for me: it is power under control.

Let’s take a fast look at a couple of fellows that the Bible says were meek and see just how their meekness was displayed
for all to see!

1. Moses was a great leader. He, at God’s direction, stood up to the most powerful leader in the world, Pharaoh Ramses.
He boldly led God’s people through the wilderness to the border of the Promised Land and yet he was the meekest man
recorded in the Old Testament! Numbers 12:3 — “Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon
the face of the earth.” (That’s pretty meek, if you ask me!)

2. Jesus could stand up to the winds and the waves. He chased the money changers out of the temple twice with a
bullwhip. He boldly answered the Herodians, the Pharisees, and the Scribes! He could have called down legions of angels
at His very word. And yet He described Himself in this way, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Matthew 11:29

So what is meekness? It is power under the control of God! Yes, we will walk humbly before God with gentleness and
friendliness towards others, but with our power and control being guided by God!

So, what do we have control over? A great deal!

We have control of many things, like:

• The things that we do.
• The words that we say.
• Witnessing for Christ.
• Our relationship with God.
• Our relationship with our friends, families, and church!
• Our prayer life.
• Our service to God. (Continued on page 8)
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Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52 or 82 (UMH 804)

Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPELWORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 A.M.
CHAPELWORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation
and generally of living things and the promise
of new life. It is used for the Season of
Epiphany between Transfiguration Sunday
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday
after Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Lectionary Texts for This Week

Sermon continued...Get the idea? We have many things under our power and control!

Meekness is a natural result of humbling ourselves before God. It allows us to be available for God’s use and it
accelerates our own spiritual growth as we follow the Master’s Words of life.

When Jesus said, “Blessed are the meek . . .” He didn’t mean that Christians are to be wimpy, passive folks who
speak softly and never challenge or stand up to anyone or anything!

Meek does not mean weak! The New Testament writers call believers “soldiers” who “fight” in a “battle”. Paul calls
us to put on the “armor of God” as well as to “destroy the fortresses” of unbiblical world-views as we share the
Gospel.

Meekness has to do with an attitude that all Christians are to stand up for the Faith in a spirit of gentleness and
humility!

Meekness does not prevent us from boldly speaking the truth in love, it demands it! Jesus said, “Blessed [Supremely
happy] are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” God has a wonderful inheritance for His people!

This morning, come to God with the realization that you cannot save yourself (being Poor in spirit), let your heart
break over your sins and the sins of this world (mourning over them), and allow God to direct your paths and share
His love (being meek), and you will be moving along God’s Highway of Holiness!

As you live out the beatitudes in your life this week, always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing!
So be one and you will see souls brought into the Kingdom of Heaven!

Pastor Gary


