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Last week, we began a short series on the “Sermon on the Plain,” which one 
commentator referred to as Jesus' “Ministerial Training Program” for His disciples. He 
was preparing them for their first ministry outing, as recorded in Luke chapter 9. This 
training was not just for them, but it is for us as well!

Luke 6:27-38 “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do 
good to those who hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt 
you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone 
demands your coat, offer your shirt also. 30 Give to anyone who asks; and when things 
are taken away from you, don’t try to get them back. 31 Do to others as you would like 
them to do to you. 32 “If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit 
for that? Even sinners love those who love them! 33 And if you do good only to those 
who do good to you, why should you get credit? Even sinners do that much! 34 And if 
you lend money only to those who can repay you, why should you get credit? Even 
sinners will lend to other sinners for a full return. 35 “Love your enemies! Do good to 
them. Lend to them without expecting to be repaid. Then your reward from heaven 
will be very great, and you will truly be acting as children of the Most High, for he is 
kind to those who are unthankful and wicked. 36 You must be compassionate, just as 
your Father is compassionate.

[Do Not Judge Others]

37 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will 
all come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and you 
will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to 
make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will 
determine the amount you get back.”

I’ve just started reading a great book by Dr. Gary Chapman entitled “The Five Love 
Languages — The Secret to Love That Lasts.” 

This book was initially written to help couples discover how to stay in love. Chapman 
noted that different "Love Languages" can best speak to our partners. He also 
theorized that people tend to naturally give love in the way they prefer to receive love. 



“Women’s Her-Story” — Crossword Puzzle
2 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 4 Issue 09

Across 
1. * HERstory's Number One Woman
4. * Foe of Feminism
9. Conference, for short
13. * American zoologist who won 
international acclaim for her study of 
mountain gorillas (Last Name)
15. * For short, it was devised to combat #4A
16. Singer Smith
17. Word with Rummage
18. It'll turn "ual" into a custom
19. It'll make "tional" unreasonable
20. Type of Tree
21. * This novelist works didn't receive much 
attention during her lifetime, but today are 
regarded as masterpieces which feature vivid 
characterizations (Last Name)
23. He does commentary on "60 
Minutes" (Initials)
25. Course Circuit
27. Danish physicist
29. Particular Pronoun
30. * Mariah Carey is on the top three list 
(along with The Beatles and Elvis) for artists 
who have had the most Number One singles 
on the Billboard charts. Question: Mariah is 
with Columbia Records which has an 
association with which company?
32. * This actress once portrayed #8D (First 
Name)
34. Bottle tops
36. Classify
38. * In 1919, Mary Pickford co-founded this 
gr. in order to increase her share in the profits 
from her movies
39. Faith, for short
41. * One of the most famous women in 

HERstory
46. Singer Shannon
47. Jazz composer: Sun ___ (b.1914 - 
d.1993)
48. Golden: French
49. Japanese beverage
52. Actress Ekland
55. Heap of combustibles
57. He co-starred in "The Odd 
Couple" (Initials)
58. Breakfast Cereal Brand
59. Health resort
61. * Gloria Steinem was the founding 
editor of this magazine in 1972
62. * Madonna is one of the most famous 
women in music HERstory, and this is a 
song from her critically acclaimed "Ray 
of Light" album of 1998: "___/Ashtangi"
64. Business name abbr.
66. Nighttime talk show name
67. For short, it's measured at the Prime 
Meridian
70. Koran chapter
72. Picnic invaders
73. The Common People: ___ Polloi
74. * Queen Hippolyta, for one
76. Labyrinth
77. * Child star who grew up to be a 
United States ambassador (Last Name)
78. Sea eagle (var. sp.)

Down 
1. Small lizard
2. Whiskey bottle acronym
3. "Fin" Finisher
4. Actress Blair
5. Peeper

6. "Funn" Finale
7. Word with Lanka
8. * She was executed by the French in 1917 for spying for Germany 
during Word War I
9. Sliders on the Slopes
10. * International star and multi-talented performer who once portrayed 
Helen of Troy (First Name)
11. * Academy Award winning actress who participated in the 1994 "A 
Century of Women" television project (Last Name)
12. Connery or Penn
14. * In 1983, she became the first American woman to travel into outer 
space
22. City of ancient Sumer
23. Shakespeare's "___ You Like It"
24. * She is an American civil rights leader who inspired the civil rights 
movement across the nation (First Name)
26. Movie rating
27. * Queen of The Netherlands who ascended to the throne (in 1980) after 
her mother Juliana abdicated in her favor
28. Long hockey game acronym
31. And not
33. * Hillary Rodham Clinton has made HERstory by becoming the first 
First Lady to ___ for Senate
34. * One of the most famous women in HERstory
35. * Female pronoun
37. Golfer's prop
40. Film Finale
41. * Female form of address
42. * In 1997, she became America's first female Secretary of State (Last 
Name)
43. Cereal grain
44. Attempt
45. Condition
50. * The Parthenon was dedicated to this Greek Goddess
51. * World-renowned top-selling modern female novelist (Last Name)
53. It's one of the original Thirteen Colonies, briefly
54. Mr. Eliot
56. Atomic #99
58. * She is one of the women pioneers of popular music and remains one 
of the World's top performers today (Initials)
60. * Early female novelists often chose to use a male nom-de-___ in order 
to have their books published, such as England's Brontë sisters whose first 
published work (of 1846) was called "Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton 
Bell"
62. Flap down
63. Olfactory Organ
65. Stupor
68. The Three Stooges member
69. Comedian Conway
70. Mr. Mineo
71. * World famous advice columnist (First Name)
75. Alternative indicator
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Messiah in the Passover

On April 3, 2022, the Magnolia First United Methodist 
Church will be hosting a blessed event as we celebrate 
Messiah in the Passover.

During this unique service, messianic Missionary Boris 
Golden of Chosen People Ministries will demonstrate a 
Messianic Passover Seder. As he does so, Boris will 
describe its origins in the Book of Exodus to the time of 
Jesus until today. The elements of the Seder meal all 
have messianic significance, and Boris will describe the 
many intimate interconnections giving us a deeper 
appreciation of life, death, and resurrection of Christ 
Jesus! For anyone who has not experienced this 
wonderful celebration, I urge you to take some time out 
of your schedule and attend this event. 

Below is a Seder plate filled with the traditional staples 
of the meal.

Here is one small example:

The Maror 

Hebrew Scriptures: The maror (“bitter herbs”) are 

Volume 4 Issue 09

another one of the three items to be eaten at the Passover 
meal as commanded in Exodus 12:8. 

Rabbinic Tradition: The maror represents the bitterness of 
Egyptian slavery. Each Passover, as we eat the maror, we 
remember the toil and burden of slavery that our ancestors 
endured. 

Contemporary Judaism: Maror is still eaten at the 
contemporary Seder and is given the same significance as in 
rabbinic tradition. The natural reaction to eating the bitter 
herbs (usually fresh ground horseradish) is to cry, which is a 
physical reminder of the sadness of life without redemption. 

New Testament: In John 13:26 at the Last Supper, Jesus 
says, “‘He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have 
dipped it.’ And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to 
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon” (King James Version). 
While this is often translated as the unleavened bread that is 
dipped, it could also be the bitter herbs, since after the first 
cup, the Passover ceremony commences with bitter herbs 
dipped into a vinegar sop (karpas). 

Blessings,

Pastor Gary

Crossword Solution — Women’s Her-Story
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He believes that better communication between couples can be accomplished when one person can show caring to the 
other person by "speaking" the love language that best resonates with them. 

“An example would be if a husband's love language is acts of service, he may be confused when he does the laundry 
and she doesn't perceive that as an act of love, viewing it as simply performing household duties, because the love 
language she comprehends is words of affirmation (verbal affirmation that he loves her). She may try to use what she 
values, words of affirmation, to express her love to him, which he would not value as much as she does. If she 
understands his love language and mows the lawn for him, he perceives it in his love language as an act of expressing 
her love for him; likewise, if he tells her he loves her, she values that as an act of love.”

“The Five Languages of Love” was published in 1992, with a mere 8,500 copies sold that first year. Since that time, it 
has been translated into 50 languages and has sold over 20 million copies. It has been so popular that Dr. Chapman has 
written, The Five Love Languages of Children, The Five Love Languages Singles Edition, The Five Love Languages of 
Teenagers, and many more related volumes.

Let me ask you, “As a believer in Christ Jesus, what love language do you speak to others, the language of the world or 
the language of the Kingdom of God?”

Jesus’ disciples already knew the world's language from their own life experiences. We also know that language. 
Although Jesus’ disciples were still in the kingdom of the world and knew its language, they were no longer of it. In 
Colossians 1:13, Paul writes, “For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom 
of his dear Son….”

Still being in the world yet living in the Kingdom of God, the  disciples needed to learn the language of God’s Kingdom, 
and truth be told, we also need to be reminded by hearing these extremely challenging words again too!

As our passage opens, Jesus was addressing His disciples and those within earshot of Him. He opened with a curious 
phrase, “But to you who are willing to listen….” 

As soon as he said that, He dropped the bomb of the day when He said, “…. love your enemies! Do good to those who 
hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you.”  

Say what, Lord? That can’t be what Jesus meant!  Sorry, but it is! 

Love my enemies? Do good to those who hate me? Bless those who curse me? Pray for those who hurt me? Sure thing, 
I’ll pray down fire from heaven like Elijah did for the prophets of Baal! 

Of the words for “love” in the New Testament, the one used in this verse is agape. Agape speaks of an active feeling of 
kindness towards another person. We can't love our enemies in the same way we love our family and friends. That 
would be weird, creepy, and unnatural! As great as emotional love can be, agape is more action than emotion. That is, 
despite our gut feelings, we are to seek the good of others, even if they are stinkers, in our humble opinions. 

Bible commentator William Barclay wrote, "The love we bear to our dear ones is something we cannot help. We speak 
of falling in love; it is something which happens to us. But this love towards our enemies is not only something of the 
heart; it is something of the will. It is something which by the grace of Christ we may will ourselves to do.”

I’ll skip a few, but let’s take a brief stroll through them and see how we’re doing…

(1) “If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also.” Let me put it this way, the right hand was the 
eat you ate your food with and the left hand was the restroom paperwork hand!

(2) “If someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also.” How about a modern-day example. You catch someone 
stealing your car stereo. They start to run, and you chase them, screaming, “Come back, you forgot the speakers!”
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(3) “Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t try to get them back.” If 
you actively do this, can I borrow your car?

(4) “And if you lend money only to those who can repay you, why should you get credit? Even sinners will 
lend to other sinners for a full return.” Are there any bankers here working under this philosophy? If so, 
let’s chat after the service!

Rather than go through every word and action that Jesus calls us to live out, let me share a story about a 
young man who lived a life such as Jesus spoke about in our passage for this morning.

This young man was the youngest of a whole bunch of brothers. As a side-note, I didn’t have any brothers or 
sisters, but I’ve heard that there is often a great deal of rivalry between siblings. Each one trying to outdo the 
other. Well, this family was no different. These brothers were trying to catch the eye and love of their father.

The younger brother won the Father's affection hands down in this family. It wasn't even close! The youngest 
brother was dad's favorite son, and all the other brothers knew it, which made them very jealous and mad. It ate at 
them so much that it eventually grew into a vicious hatred that boiled into near homicide. 

With their hatred at a fever pitch, the older brothers schemed together to get rid of their younger brother. One day, 
they drove their brother out of town and away from their family so he could never come back home. There in this 
distant city, he would be away from his father’s love and everything he came to know and love his entire life.

Unfortunately for this young man, things didn't get easier for him. He found a job, but it wasn't long after working 
in his new position that his boss accused him of a crime he didn't commit. He was thrown into prison, and after 
serving his time in the clink, he got out and started to rebuild his life.  

In his new job, he started to make a name for himself. He rose up through the ranks and was promoted into a high 
government position. A great disaster struck the older brothers and their family business many years later. The 
only way they could get any help was from a government-sponsored program. It just happens that this 
government organization was run by none other than their younger brother. What a turn of events, if I do say so!

So on the day of their greatest need, when there was no hope, they found themselves standing in an office looking 
across a desk at their youngest brother.

Can you just imagine the amount of hatred and anger and resentment that must have been building up for years in 
this younger brother?

Now, these hate-filled stinkers were standing before him, and he was the only one who could help them. "Oh 
goody," some of us might have uttered under our breaths!

Now, he finally had the chance to pay them back for his years of suffering and abandonment. He could now ruin 
their lives as much as they had temporarily ruined his life.

What would you do? Pay them back with interest? Hmmm?

That's what the brothers expected, and they were shaking in their boots!

They thought this was the end, and now he would repay them for all the bad things they did to him. 

But, despite all the pain and rejection the young man had faced because of the betrayal of his brothers, he did 
something completely unexpected. He showed them grace, love, and mercy by forgiving his brothers. Not only 
that, but the young man Joseph welcomed them, helped them, and loved them! 

As you’ve probably guessed, I’ve taken some artistic license with this Old Testament story, but if you’d like to 
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read the specifics about this young man’s life, you can read about it in Genesis 45.

Joseph's response was not natural, at least for many folks. I believe that God touched his heart and turned it from 
any thoughts of vengefulness to one of grace, mercy, love, and forgiveness.

Luke 6:27-38 “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to those who hate you. 
28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you.”

In a world that says, “Do unto others before they do unto you!”  Jesus says, “Do to others as you would have 
them do to you!” Luke 6:31

In a world that says, “Hate your enemies!”  Jesus says,“Love your enemies!”

As Gary Chapman said, “Love doesn’t erase the past, but it makes the future different.”

Loving like this is speaking God’s language of love, with love being the universal language understood by all!

We are ambassadors of Christ Jesus. By the way, an ambassador is a representative of the one who sent them!

As we close, my question for you is, “Are you an ambassador who represents  God’s Kingdom by speaking His 
language of love, grace, and mercy, or are you speaking the language of the world?”

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary



Shrove Tuesday — Pancake Tuesday
What Is Shrove Tuesday?

Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which is the first day of Lent. It's a day 
of penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the last chance to feast before Lent 
begins. But there's more to Shrove Tuesday than pigging out on pancakes or taking part in a 
public pancake race. The pancakes themselves are part of an ancient custom with deeply 
religious roots.

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to undergo in the 
past. In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution for them. When a 
person receives absolution for their sins, they are forgiven for them and released from the guilt 
and pain that they have caused them.

So Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to indulge yourself, and to use up the foods that aren't 
allowed in Lent. Giving up foods: but not wasting them. In the old days there were many foods 
that observant Christians would not eat during Lent: foods such as meat and fish, fats, eggs, 
and milky foods. So that no food was wasted, families would have a feast on the shriving 
Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn't last the forty days of Lent without going off.

The need to eat up the fats gave rise to the French name Mardi Gras; meaning fat Tuesday. 
Pancakes became associated with Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that could use up all the 
eggs, fats and milk in the house with just the addition of flour.
The ingredients for pancakes can be seen to symbolise four points of significance at this time of 
year:

Eggs ~ Creation
Flour ~ The staff of life
Salt ~ Wholesomeness

Milk ~ Purity
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

YOUTH - PEACE HALL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 4:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
February 27, 2022

Transfiguration Sunday                 
Lectionary Texts:

Exodus 34:29-35;                                              
Psalm 99 (UMH 819);                                      

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2;                                        
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 
Liturgical Color: Green

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as 
well as respect and reverence. White is used for all 
high Holy Days and festival days of the Church 
Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the ordination 
of ministers. In some church traditions it is also used 
for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

