
THE MAGNOLIA FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
Volume 2 Issue 37 September 20, 2020

“Saving Colonel Kappler”

Special points of interest:

* “Saving Colonel Kappler”

*  Crossword - “Renaissance 
Artists”

*  Announcements and 
Devotions!

* ARUMC Stage 2.5 
Guidance

* Youth & Treehouse Kids 
Events at Magnolia FUMC

* Liturgical Colors and Misc.

Inside this issue:

“Saving Colonel Kappler”   1

Crossword: “Renaissance 
Artists”                                  2
 
Announcements-                   3
Crossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more

Sermon Continued:            4-5

ARUMC Stage 2.5 Guidance
                                              6

Youth & Treehouse Kids 
Events at Magnolia FUMC  7

Liturgical Colors and Misc.  8

Continued on Page 4

,Matthew 18:21-35 Then 
Peter came to him and 
asked, “Lord, how often 
should I forgive someone 
who sins against me? Seven 
times?” 22 “No, not seven 
times,” Jesus replied, “but 
s e v e n t y t i m e s s e v e n ! 
23 “Therefore, the Kingdom 
of Heaven can be compared 
to a king who decided to 
bring his accounts up to 
date with servants who had 
borrowed money from him. 
24 In the process, one of his 
debtors was brought in who 
owed h im mi l l ions o f 
dollars. 25 He couldn’t pay, 
so his master ordered that 
he be sold—along with his 
wife, his children, and 
everything he owned—to 
pay the debt. 26 “But the 
man fell down before his 
master and begged him, 
‘Please, be patient with me, 
and I will pay it all.’ 27 Then 
his master was filled with 
pity for him, and he released 
him and forgave his debt. 
28 “But when the man left 
the king, he went to a fellow 
servant who owed him a few 
t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s . H e 
grabbed him by the throat 
and demanded ins tant 
payment. 29 “His fellow 
servant fell down before him 
and begged for a little more 
time. ‘Be patient with me, 
and I will pay it,’ he 
pleaded. 30 But his creditor 
wouldn’t wait. He had the 
man arrested and put in 
prison until the debt could 

be paid in full. 31 “When 
some of the other servants 
saw this, they were very 
upset. They went to the king 
and told him everything that 
had happened. 32 Then the 
king called in the man he 
had forgiven and said, ‘You 
evil servant! I forgave you 
t h a t t re m e n d o u s d e b t 
because you pleaded with 
me. 33 Shouldn’t you have 
mercy on your fe l low 
servant, just as I had mercy 
on you?’ 34 Then the angry 
king sent the man to prison 
to be tortured until he had 
p a i d h i s e n t i re d e b t . 
35 “That’s what my heavenly 
Father will do to you if you 
refuse to forgive your 
brothers and sisters from 
your heart.”

G r e g o r y P e c k a n d 
C h r i s t o p h e r P l u m m e r 
starred in the 1983 movie, 
“The Scarlet and the Black.” 

“The Scarlet and the Black” 
tells a story of the kind of 
villain that we absolutely 
l o a t h e i n m o v i e s . 
Unfortunately, the villain in 
this movie was not a 
f i c t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r . 
Fortunately, the hero of this 
movie was just as real!
Unfortunately, the villain in 
this movie was not a 
f i c t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r . 
Fortunately, the hero of this 
movie was just as real!

In this story and real-life, 
the villain was Colonel 

H e r b e r t K a p p l e r , 
commander of the SS 
forces occupying Rome. 
The hero was Monsignor 
H u g h O ' F l a h e r t y , a 
catholic priest.

As villains go, Colonel 
K a p p l e r h a d a n 
impressively bad résumé:

Upon the occupation of 
R o m e , t h e G e s t a p o 
demanded a multimillion 
dollar ransom for the lives 
of the Roman Jews. With 
the help of Pope Pius XII, 
the money was raised 
within 24 hours, but the 
Nazis weren't satisfied, and 
u n d e r K a p p l e r ' s 
supervision began to herd 
the Jews away in cattle 
trucks and wagons bound 
for the concentra t ion 
camps.

Kappler's SS routinely 
tortured and executed 
suspected members of the 
resistance.

It all came to a horrific 
head-on March 23, 1944 
w h e n a n I m p ro v i s e d 
Explosive Device (IED) 
containing 16 kilograms of 
TNT and iron tubing was 
planted by a resistance 
group on the side-street, 
V i a R a s e l l a . T h e 
detonation of this IED 
u l t i m a t e l y k i l l e d 3 3 
German soldiers in Rome. 

On orders from higher up, 
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Across 
1. Born 1475. Died 1564. But 
his masterpieces shall live 
forever.
11. His famed masterpiece is 
"The Rape of Europa": ___ 
Veronese (b.1528 - d.1588)
12. Locale of many of the 
masterpieces in the Sistine 
Chapel
14. Urchin
16. "The Great Beyond" group
17. Bob Dylan smash for The 
Turtles: "___ Ain't Me, Babe"
19. Edible tuber
20. What other name is the 
Renaissance masterpiece "Mona 
Lisa" known by?
25. Thusly
26. Giotto's ___: Campanile of 
the Cathedral of Santa Maria del 
Fiore in #15D
27. Initials of the star of 
"Jaws" (1975)
28. Masterful Mural of the 
Renaissance: "The Last ___"
31. Acronym seen at the 

beginning of some newspaper 
stories
33. Compensates
35. Sesame
36. Seventh letter of the Greek 
alphabet
39. "Lemon" suffix
41. Masterful work by early 
Renaissance artist (and friar) Fra 
Angelico who lived from c.1400 
to 1455
46. Tic-___-Toe
47. Mr. Knotts
48. It'll turn "ention" into an 
original creation
49. Reverberate! ...Reverberate! ..
.Reverberate!
52. Mr. Cummings
54. Great Venetian artist who 
lived from c.1488 to 1576
57. "Howdy!"
58. Famous Renaissance 
sculpture
61. ___ and behold!
62. The masterful technique of 
capturing the human form was 
perfected by #73A through the 
study of this

66. Roman Goddess of 
Plenty
68. Chicago loop train
69. Doctors' org.
70. Mr. Kelly
73. Born 1452. Died 1519. 
But his masterpieces shall 
live forever.
77. Planet
79. Allegorical masterpiece 
by Sandro Botticelli
Down 
1. Mother, informally
2. The Hawkeye State
3. Marine Mollusk
4. The Masses: ___ Polloi
5. O.J.'s pal
6. Omaha's locale on an env.
7. Credit transfer system
8. It'll make "trifying" 
thrilling
9. Classy Car
10. Atop
11. Father, informally
13. Light-headed
15. The Medici family 
dominated it, and it 
dominated the Renaissance
18. When doubled, it means 
"bye-bye!"
19. "The ___ of Moses": 
Creation by Sandro Botticelli 
(b.1445 - d.1510)
21. ___-shucks!
22. She had a hit with "Don't 
Wanna Lose You" (Initials)
23. Gershwin the Lyricist
24. Chuck Heston's 
controversial gr.
25. Gilligan's boat: "___ 
Minnow"
26. Atomic #52
29. Dessert menu selection
30. Character depicted in 
Raphael's famous fresco 
"The School of Athens"
32. Renaissance masterpiece 
"Madonna of the Goldfinch", 
for example
33. "Small" in Strasbourg

34. Bronze on the Beach
37. You: Français
38. Renaissance 
masterpiece: "Saints ___ 
Angels"
40. "The Shaggy 
___" (1976)
41. Sports peg
42. Acronym used on a 
questionnaire when a 
particular question isn't 
relevant
43. Business card abbr.
44. It'll bring "tiate" into 
being
45. Certain face shapes
50. Renaissance 
masterpiece: "Madonna 
and ___"
51. Not hers
53. Summer hrs. in VA
55. Psyche Part
56. Negative reply
59. Initials of the actress 
who co-starred in 
"Yentl" (1983)
60. It'll make "cal" 
outspoken
62. "The Second 
Sex" (1953) author: 
Simone ___ Beauvoir
63. It'll turn "ngs" into 
nest eggs
64. Chieftain
65. Insincere talk
66. ___ even keel
67. Lima is its capital
71. Shoe width Size
72. Blood Bank acronym
74. Exercise device: "___ 
Rocker"
75. Book section, for short
76. Greek Mythology: To 
protect her from Hera's 
jealousy, Zeus turned her 
into a heifer
78. Eliot of "The Waste 
Land" (1922)



3 of 8The Magnolia Messenger

September 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Lay Servant Ministry” What 
is Lay Servant Ministry? To me, 
Lay Servant Ministry is a 
powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be 
able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed 
with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best 
Sunday school teacher, Bible 
Study leader, or even explore 
your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This 
course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal 
spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance 
of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, 
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being 
part of a group that holds members accountable in their 
discipleship

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

"Adult students come with their own agendas and will connect 
learning to what's going on in their lives," writes Bruce. "They 
learn what they want to learn." Both facts present challenge 
and great opportunity to teachers, according to Bruce. "Adults 
are eager to learn and are searching for meaning, but we must 
break through their initial reluctance to encourage them to 
think, question, and make connections."

Based on some of the latest theories about faith development 
and learning, Start Here offers practical, down-to-earth 
strategies designed for teaching adults. Whether you're a 
Sunday school teacher, a Bible study teacher or a teacher in 
another setting, you'll find instruction in creating environments 
where adults grow in faith through your guidance.

Topics in Start Here include:
•        planning a lesson
•        dealing with disagreement in class
•        information about adult faith development
•        creating an environment that galvanizes faith formation 
and faith sharing
•        methods to engage a variety of learning styles
•        the latest data in how adults learn
•        using learning hooks to increase participation

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

Volume 2 Issue 37

What we believe about God and God’s relation to the world 
shapes who we are and how we organize our church. The Method 
of Our Mission, especially written for United Methodist classes, 
uses a Wesleyan theological frame to help readers understand 
United Methodism’s principles and structure, and the relationship 
between our beliefs, mission, and practice. The book is arranged 
into four parts—United Methodist beliefs, mission, practice, and 
organization. 

This textbook has been updated with changes from the 2016 
General Conference."

(4) Preaching - Beginning 10/4, 4:00-5:00 pm, over 5 weeks, 
also includes 1 hr video to be watched prior to this time each 
week for discussion.  All 10 hours must be completed for credit. 
Participants in this class will watch a video on their own each 
week that will include 20 minutes of preaching instruction, a 20 
minute interview with a  published teacher/practitioner, and 20 
minutes of viewing sermons from well known preachers. 
Discussion will take place during the one hour zoom call each. 
Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: Delivering an 
Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach? A movement of United Methodists who have decided to 
keep our focus on the main thing: making disciples of Jesus 
Christ. We will work on Intentional Discipleship Systems and 
why we need them.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Renaissance Artists”
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Continued on Page 5

Colonel Kappler responded by sending 330 [330+5 
extra vistims=335] mostly civilian prisoners for 
slaughter — a 10-to-1 reprisal — including political 
prisoners, doctors, lawyers, petty thieves, and others. 

On March 24, 1944 the unfortunate prisoners were 
bound with hands behind their backs, herded onto 
trucks, lead into the caves, forced to kneel, and were 
killed execution style by SS officers under Colonel 
Kappler’s command in the Ardeatine Caves. The 
entrances to the caves were blown up, sealing the dead 
and wounded behind hundreds of tons of rock. The 
youngest of those executed was a mere 15-years old.

For all his brutality, Kappler had not captured the man 
behind the massive underground network that aided 
escaped Allied POWs and Jews in Rome. Kappler knew 
who the man was, but there was a problem: He was a 
Vatican priest by the name of Hugh O’Flaherty. As long 
as he remained on neutral Vatican territory, Kappler 
couldn't touch him. 

But this Irish priest was not the neutral type: Monsignor 
Hugh O'Flaherty was a tall, broad-shouldered, 
accomplished amateur boxer who didn't run away from 
a fight. Through his wit and impressive golf game, he 
had won over many of Rome's elite and was unlikely to 
sit out the war and allow his contacts to go unused. So 
Kappler had O'Flaherty watched, and finally, on one 
sunny winter morning, had him cornered. The Nazi SS 
had the palazzo of Prince Filipo Doria Pamphili 
surrounded. O'Flaherty was inside. Colonel Kappler 
stepped out of his black limousine to personally 
apprehend the troublesome priest. O'Flaherty raced 
down a narrow stone staircase into the cellar — no way 
out, nowhere to hide. The Germans were in the building 
now — he could hear them yelling upstairs. They'd pull 
the place apart looking for him and would burst into the 
cellar in moments. Too much was at stake for too many 
people for him to surrender to Kappler now — 
especially for Prince Filipo and the others upstairs who 
were compromised by O'Flaherty's presence. If he could 
somehow escape, the Nazis wouldn't be able to prove 
he had been there and would be forced to let the matter 
drop. 

As he edged along the passageway that led to the 
courtyard's cellar, he noticed a strange sound, like rocks 
rolling down a stone mountain face. As he moved 
closer to the sound, he saw light — daylight! The 
prince's winter coal supply was sliding into a coal bin 
through an open trapdoor in the courtyard.

He scrambled up the pile of shifting coal and stuck 
his head out of the trapdoor. Two Italian coal-men 
were between him and the courtyard gates where the 
SS troops were keeping watch for him. The coal 
truck was parked outside the gates. O'Flaherty took 
off his black monsignor's robe and hat put them into 
an empty coal sack. He tore his collarless shirt to his 
waist and rubbed coal dust all over himself from 
head to toe. With the cooperation of one of the coal-
men who had no love for the Nazis, O'Flaherty 
strolled right past the two lines of SS troops, who 
disdainfully moved aside so they wouldn't get their 
uniforms dirty. When he was out of the soldiers' 
sight, he took his priestly robe and hat out of the 
coal sack slung over his shoulder, tucked them under 
his arm, and rushed to the nearest church, where he 
cleaned up and set off for the safety of the Vatican. 
After several hours, he called Prince Filipo, who said 
that everyone was safe and that Kappler was furious.

A few months earlier, this Catholic priest from 
neutral Ireland working in the neutral Vatican city-
state during the Second World War would never 
have imagined being in such a predicament. He had 
grown up an IRA sympathizer who detested the 
British. As a result, in the early years of the war, he 
dismissed accounts of German atrocities as Allied 
propaganda. "I read the propaganda on both sides," 
he would say, "and I don't believe much of it. I don't 
think there is anything to choose between Britain 
and Germany."

And so O'Flaherty's efforts to aid escaping Allied 
POWs could just as easily have been made on behalf 
of escaping Nazi POWs if he had been in the midst 
of an Allied occupation. Initially, he was simply 
helping souls in need.

But the sight of the Nazis carting away Roman Jews 
in 1943 made it impossible for O'Flaherty to remain 
neutral. The Nazis' treatment of the Roman Jews 
transformed O'Flaherty, who, in turn, transformed 
his fledgling, informal network of contacts into a 
massive partisan effort to save as many Allied 
soldiers and Roman Jews as possible. He came to 
understand that the Nazis had to be defeated.

Kappler and O'Flaherty played a life-and-death cat-
and-mouse game. O'Flaherty always managed to 
stay one step ahead of his arch-nemesis, frequently 
using various disguises to remain hidden from the 
network of SS that we were looking for him. There 
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“Saving Colonel Kappler”
was even one instance where he was seemingly corned 
in Prince Filipo Doria Pamphili's palazzo and made an 
escape that sounds to be straight out of a movie!

In frustration, Kappler even attempted to have the Irish 
priest forcibly dragged off the neutral Vatican territory 
and assassinated. O'Flaherty's network got wind of the 
plan and arranged instead for the two Gestapo assassins 
to receive a good beating at the hands of four Swiss 
guards.

The bitter rivalry between this German Nazi and this 
Irish priest sets the stage for O'Flaherty's most 
remarkable rescue.

After the war, Colonel Kappler was tried and convicted 
of war crimes. He was sentenced to life imprisonment 
for his part in the slaughter of the 335 at the Ardeatine 
Caves. 

Over 50 years later, it’s hard to think of a villain more 
detestable than a Nazi war criminal who sent Jews to 
concentration camps and tortured and murdered 
innocent civilians. I can only imagine the hatred of those 
who actually experienced his evil, the hatred we might 
feel today for modern-day terrorists who destroy lives 
without a second thought. 

Or maybe the stakes are more personal but much 
smaller in magnitude. Perhaps it's your hatred for that 
vicious gossip at work, or for that annoying neighbor 
who blows grass on your freshly washed car, or that 
person who wronged you in many profound and 
personal ways, and the list could go on and on. 

It's the hatred of the unforgiving servant who chokes 
and beats his fellow servant and has him thrown in jail 
for the debt that made him respond, "Let him rot in jail 
until he's paid me back in full!"

Forgiveness that leads to loving forgiveness actions is 
sometimes tough to feel, let alone live out.

What does all of this World War II history have to do 
with forgiveness?

The story of Colonel Herbert Kappler and Monsignor 
Hugh O’Flaherty did not stop with the end of WWII and 
Kappler’s imprisonment. As you might imagine, SS 
Colonel Kappler probably wasn’t on anyone’s Christmas 
card list, let alone anyone wanting to visit him in prison. 

Only one person visited Kappler in prison. For years, 
almost every month, one man would call on the former 

Nazi, Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty. But O’Flaherty 
was on a different kind of rescue mission this time; 
he was reaching out to a soul in need of forgiveness 
and salvation. 

More than most of us, this man of God dared to 
fight evil and seek justice at tremendous personal 
risk. But he also knew that we are called to love our 
enemies and that even real-life villains need God's 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness.

Peter came up and asked Jesus, "Lord, when my 
brother wrongs me, how often must I forgive him? 
Seven times?" "No," Jesus replied, "not seven times; 
I say, seventy times seven times" (Matthew 
18:21-22, NAB).

Forgiveness is not saying the offense never 
happened. It most cases, it certainly did. 
Forgiveness is not saying that everything's okay. It 
isn’t. Forgiveness is not saying we no longer feel the 
pain of the offense. We do. For O'Flaherty, 
forgiveness was letting go of his own personal pain, 
grief, and loss for the sake of another soul for whom 
Christ died. In fact, O'Flaherty continued to visit 
Kappler and show him the love of Christ. In March 
of 1949 (reported in 1959), Herbert Kappler, former 
SS colonel, Nazi war criminal, sought forgiveness 
and salvation in the waters of baptism poured by the 
hands of Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty. 

I don’t know about you, but that is a moving story 
of one man’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness!  An 
attitude exemplified by Christ Jesus Himself. As He 
hung on the cross, he said, “Father, forgive them fo 
they do not know what they are doing.”  Luke 23:34

Perhaps you have someone that you have not 
forgiven for the wrongs done to you. I suspect that 
those wrongs probably didn’t include having a “hit" 
put on your life, as was done to Monsignor 
O’Flaherty. Maybe it’s time to let those bad feelings 
of unforgiveness go and find freedom to live 
without the cancer of unforgiveness eating you up 
on the inside.  

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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September 13, 2020

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I continue to be grateful for the outstanding and responsible leadership you have given your congregation 
and community since early March. The Covid-19 pandemic has stretched and stressed you, unleashed your 
creativity and exhausted you, and been difficult and demonstrated that being the Body of Christ matters 
more than having Church. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

I am writing to offer you my latest guidance concerning indoor in-person gatherings. 

As you know, ARUMC Stage 2 has allowed for a maximum of 50 people utilizing the “36 sq. ft. bubble”. I 
now believe it is appropriate to implement ARUMC Stage 2.5. This keeps all previous guidance in place, 
including mandatory “36 sq. ft. bubbles,” masks, and sanitation. However, there will no longer be a 
maximum number of people allowed to gather. Rather, the size of the room will now determine the 
number of people that can attend indoor in-person gatherings.

Calculating the number of “bubbles” in rooms. Calculate the number of “bubbles” you can fit in a room 
by taking the square footage of a room and dividing it by 36, which provides for 6 ft by 6 ft physical 
distancing. This is the maximum number of people who can attend in-person events in this room.
 
Calculating the number of “bubbles” in sanctuaries and worship centers. This involves two separate 
calculations. First, calculate the number of 36 sq. ft. “bubbles” that can be fit in the area where worship 
leaders are located. This is the maximum number of pastors, liturgists, musicians, and worship leaders 
who can fit in the chancel or on the stage. Second, calculate the number of “36 sq. ft. bubbles” that can be 
fit into the sanctuary or worship center seating area. This is the maximum number of worshippers who can 
attend worship at any one time. 
 
Adjusting your calculations for family units of two or more. You will have to make two adjustments 
because of families that want to sit together. The first is to create a bigger “bubble” to accommodate more 
people. The second is to make sure you have six feet in every direction between “bubbles.” You may want 
to create bigger “bubbles” as you plan for in-person events. This adjustment may result in fewer 
“bubbles” in the room, but allow more people to attend. 

I continue to pray for you. Let me know what the Conference Staff, District Mission Strategists and I can 
do to support you as you make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to 
transform lives, communities and the world.

Grace and peace,
Gary E. Mueller

Bishop
Continued on Page 8
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 20, 2020

15th Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:
Exodus 16:2–15;                                                                       

Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45                                     
or Psalm 78 (UMH 799);                         

Philippians 1:21–30;                                                                   
Matthew 20:1–16  

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Work to be a Reconciler
Sep 17, 2020 | Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional

Should you behave any differently because of your relationship with your Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, than you otherwise would in the midst of these days of deep divide, increasing polarization and a 
highly partisan presidential campaign? 

Of course! 

Live in the Kingdom of God that already is all around you rather than the culture of social media and 
24 hour cable news. 

Seek to understand why people believe what they believe rather than writing them off. 

And speak the truth in love with deep humility rather than demonizing those who don’t agree with you. 

Will this change the world? Maybe. But even more importantly, you’ll be responding to the Apostle 
Paul’s call in 2 Corinthians 5 to be a reconciler rather than yet another divider

Grace and peace,

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

