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Matthew 13:1-3 and 47-51 
Later that same day Jesus 
left the house and sat beside 
the lake. 2 A large crowd 
soon gathered around him, 
so he got into a boat. Then 
he sat there and taught as 
the people stood on the 
shore. 3 He told 
many stories in the 
form of parables, 
such as this one:
4 7 “ A g a i n , t h e 
Kingdom of Heaven 
is like a fishing net 
that was thrown into 
the water and caught 
fish of every kind. 48 

When the net was 
full, they dragged it 
up onto the shore, 
sat down, and sorted the 
good fish into crates, but 
threw the bad ones away. 49 

That is the way it will be at 
the end of the world. The 
angels wi l l come and 
separate the wicked people 
from the righteous, 50 

throwing the wicked into the 
fiery furnace, where there 
w i l l b e w e e p i n g a n d 
gnashing of teeth. 51 Do you 
u n d e r s t a n d a l l t h e s e 
things?” “Yes,” they said, 
“we do.”

This week, we conclude our 
series on thinking our way 
through the parables of 
Jesus as recorded in the 13th 
chapter of the book of 
M a t t h e w . We w i l l b e 
heading back to the weekly 

lectionary passages, but lo 
a n d b e h o l d t h e y t o o 
consider more parables!

As a quick reminder of what 
a biblical parable is, "A 
parable is an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning."

This morning, we'll briefly 
focus our attention on the 
Parable of the Dragnet.

But before we do so, let's 
take a snapshot view of each 
of the preceding parables 
a n d p u t t h e m i n t o 
complementary perspective, 
as we finish this series...

1.) In the Parable of the 
Sower, Jesus taught us that 
as the Word of God, the 
seed,  goes out into this 
w o r l d i t w i l l f a l l o n 
everyone. Some will hear 
and obey, while others will 
turn a deaf ear to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and perish! 
D e s p i t e t h i s n e g a t i v e 
outcome for some, Jesus 

told us to keep on planting 
the seed wherever we go, 
because it will eventually 
yield a great return in the 
lives of many!

2.) In the Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares, 

Jesus taught us 
that as the Word 
of God takes 
r o o t i n t h i s 
world that some 
p e o p l e w i l l 
become genuine 
believers (the 
wheat), but that 
o t h e r s , t h e 
w e e d s , c a n 
b e c o m e 
opposers of the 
G o s p e l . I n 

addition to this advance 
notice, Jesus gave us an 
even sterner warning to not 
u se ou r own l imi t ed 
intellect to "weed people 
out" because not only are 
we unable to properly do 
so, but He said that this 
wasn't our job! That job 
would be left to the angels 
in the end of days!

3.) In the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed, Jesus taught 
us that big things in the 
Kingdom of Heaven can 
c o m e f r o m s m a l l 
beginnings!  The start of 
Christianity began with the 
arrival of one man, the 
Messiah...it started out 
s m a l l b u t g r e w i n t o 
something magnificent, so 
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Across 

1. * State where the National 
Monument at #60A is located
6. ".eebsirF yalP" .A "?eebsirF 
yalp ro llab ___ ot referp uoy 
dluoW" .Q
11. www.infoplease.___
14. * National Monument in 
Arizona where archaeological 
remains have been preserved
16. Sort of musical composition, 
minus the "de"
17. Scorch
18. * With #49A
19. Self-governing (abbr. & 
bkwds.)
20. * The Statue of Liberty 
majestically stands by it, for 
short
22. * National Monument where 
giant reptiles once roamed
24. Member of the family, for 
short
27. Café Lait connecter
28. Garde's partner
29. TV drama
30. * Canyon de ___: National 
Monument where the Spider 
Woman lurks (According to 
Navajo legend, she keeps the 
bones of her victims at the top of 
the Spider Rock --an 800-foot tall 
rocky spire)
32. * Salinas ___ Missions: 
National Monument where 

communities once thrived over 
three centuries ago
36. * State (for short) where 
#51A is located
37. * El ___: National Monument 
which is often called Inscription 
Rock
40. Football cheer
41. * The final resting spots of 
many Miocene-era mammals can 
be found at this National 
Monument
46. Business name abbr.
47. * State where the National 
Monument of Alibates Flint 
Quarries is located (bkwds.)
48. "Thanks" in Britain
49. * National Monument in 
Arizona: ___ #18A Volcano
51. * National Monument at the 
birth site and childhood home of 
the famous African-American 
educator and leader for whom it 
honors: ____ T. Washington 
National Monument
55. In the direction of ...flipped 
around?
56. Memo word
58. World org.
59. * National Monument (in 
Florida) that served as an outpost 
of the Spanish Empire to defend 
the settlement of Saint Augustine: 
Castillo de ___ Marcos
60. * It is here near the Snake 
River where a 4,280-acre National 

Monument (that is of great 
interest to paleontologists) is 
located
64. The 19th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
66. "Hail!"
67. * Q. "Is it Pulaski ___ 
Frederica that is the National 
Monument in Georgia?" A. 
"Both of them are National 
Monuments in Georgia."
69. Certain European ...but 
backwards?
73. Road covering
74. * National Monument in 
Montana: Little Bighorn ___ 
(Site of the June 25-26, 1876 
clash between the 7th United 
States Cavalry and the Sioux 
and Cheyenne warriors who 
would defeat the forces of 
Colonel George Custer)
76. Prefix that means "Eye", 
without the "Oc"
77. Sort of chocolate
78. * Devils ___: Located in 
Wyoming, this National 
Monument was featured in the 
science-fiction movie "Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind" (1977)

Down 

1. The 22nd letter of the 
Greek alphabet ...but it's 
backwards?
2. Stuff for Shaping, minus 
the "Play-"
3. "Take on Me" group
4. Orchestra instrument
5. "Alright!"
6. (VT) "gerG & _-_-_-A-H-D"
7. "Joe Dirt" (2001) name
8. Form of protest
9. Sign of things to come
10. Root vegetable
11. * National Monument 
which looks like a giant 
amphitheater made from rock
12. retcennoc srehtO oD
13. * National Monument in 
California, with Woods
15. * esuoH htiw ,odaroloC ni 
tnemunoM lanoitaN
21. Set down ...but 
backwards?
23. Determine
24. * State where the 
Congaree Swamp National 
Monument is located, for short
25. "!ydwoH"
26. * An underground stream 
flows through this National 
Monument (bkwds.)

31. Back muscle, for short
32. Secret, minus the 
"vate"
33. olletsoC .rM
34. Fella
35. "I sees!"
37. Mystify, minus the 
"Flum"
38. Suffix that means "Full 
of"
39. Break open, without 
the "Bu"
41. Three-toed sloths
42. Kind of antelope
43. Compass point
44. Cosby Character, with 
Albert
45. The Guess Who spin-off 
gr.
50. Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
51. * National Monument 
in Wyoming, with Fossil
52. * Trip Talk: "My family 
is going ___ trip to see the 
National Monuments of 
Arizona ...and yours isn't --
ha, ha!"
53. Per item (abbr.)
54. Hosp. employee
56. Q. "Where's that ___ 
put on the roof of our car 
before departing on this 
camping trip?" A. "It must 
have fallen off a few miles 
back."
57. * Material of Many 
Monuments (bkwds.)
60. * State where the 
National Monument known 
as Natural Bridges is 
located (bkwds.)
61. * sdeB htiw ,ainrofilaC 
ni tnemunoM lanoitaN
62. Lowe and Reiner
63. Not c-c-c-cold ...but 
backwards?
65. Freshwater mussel
68. Rolls up, without the 
"Fu"
70. * Where the Aztec 
Ruins National Monument is 
located, with Mexico
71. Island: French
72. Presidential monogram
75. Unit of length (abbr.)
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September 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Lay Servant Ministry” What 
is Lay Servant Ministry? To me, 
Lay Servant Ministry is a 
powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be 
able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed 
with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best 
Sunday school teacher, Bible 
Study leader, or even explore 
your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This 
course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal 
spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance 
of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, 
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being 
part of a group that holds members accountable in their 
discipleship

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

"Adult students come with their own agendas and will connect 
learning to what's going on in their lives," writes Bruce. "They 
learn what they want to learn." Both facts present challenge 
and great opportunity to teachers, according to Bruce. "Adults 
are eager to learn and are searching for meaning, but we must 
break through their initial reluctance to encourage them to 
think, question, and make connections."

Based on some of the latest theories about faith development 
and learning, Start Here offers practical, down-to-earth 
strategies designed for teaching adults. Whether you're a 
Sunday school teacher, a Bible study teacher or a teacher in 
another setting, you'll find instruction in creating environments 
where adults grow in faith through your guidance.

Topics in Start Here include:
•        planning a lesson
•        dealing with disagreement in class
•        information about adult faith development
•        creating an environment that galvanizes faith formation 
and faith sharing
•        methods to engage a variety of learning styles
•        the latest data in how adults learn
•        using learning hooks to increase participation

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

Volume 2 Issue 36

What we believe about God and God’s relation to the world 
shapes who we are and how we organize our church. The Method 
of Our Mission, especially written for United Methodist classes, 
uses a Wesleyan theological frame to help readers understand 
United Methodism’s principles and structure, and the relationship 
between our beliefs, mission, and practice. The book is arranged 
into four parts—United Methodist beliefs, mission, practice, and 
organization. 

This textbook has been updated with changes from the 2016 
General Conference."

(4) Preaching - Beginning 10/4, 4:00-5:00 pm, over 5 weeks, 
also includes 1 hr video to be watched prior to this time each 
week for discussion.  All 10 hours must be completed for credit. 
Participants in this class will watch a video on their own each 
week that will include 20 minutes of preaching instruction, a 20 
minute interview with a  published teacher/practitioner, and 20 
minutes of viewing sermons from well known preachers. 
Discussion will take place during the one hour zoom call each. 
Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: Delivering an 
Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach? A movement of United Methodists who have decided to 
keep our focus on the main thing: making disciples of Jesus 
Christ. We will work on Intentional Discipleship Systems and 
why we need them.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “National Monuments”
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Continued on Page 5

the message for us is, don't despise small beginnings 
because "Little is much when God is in it!"

4.) In the Parable of the Leaven, Jesus once again 
taught us that big things can come from small 
beginnings! In the case of the leaven, we can add flavor, 
beauty, and growth to the Kingdom of Heaven as we 
spread the "leaven" of the Gospel of Christ into the 
lives of those around us!

5.) In the Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the 
Parable of the Pearl of Great Price, Jesus taught us 
that there are at least two ways to encounter the 
Kingdom of Heaven — this encounter can be seemingly 
by chance and at other times we discover it by diligent 
searching! These parables also taught us that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is of such incredible worth that 
nothing can compare to having it!

This brings us to this morning's parable, the Parable of 
the Dragnet. It's a sister parable to the parable of 
Parable of the Wheat and the Tares, and it gives us not 
only an overall picture of the church throughout 
Christian history but adds a chilling focus upon the 
events that will occur in the End of Days.

Let's re-read verses 47-51 as a brief refresher, “Again, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was 
thrown into the water and caught fish of every kind. 48 

When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the 
shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish into crates, 
but threw the bad ones away. 49 That is the way it will 
be at the end of the world. The angels will come and 
separate the wicked people from the righteous, 50 

throwing the wicked into the fiery furnace, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 Do you 
understand all these things?” “Yes,” they said, “we 
do.”

I. Let's first look at the individual aspects of this 
parable...

1. Fishing in the 1st Century: Several methods of 
fishing have been used for centuries on the Sea of 
Galilee. Some fishermen caught fish with their bare 
hands, some used wicker baskets or other kinds of fish 
traps made of nets or rope, some used spears, arrows or 
harpoons, and others used the method that most of us 
associate with fishing: the line and hook. But in those 
days the most popular kind of fishing was by net. 

There were three primary modes of net fishing 
during this time: but we'll limit our discussion to the 
dragnet, which is referred to in this parable. The 
dragnet is what we would call a seine net or trawl. 
It's a large net with corks at the top and is weighted 
at the bottom so when it is in the water, it will 
function as something like a large upright wall. 
Ropes are then attached to all four corners of the net 
and the fishermen drag the net through the waters. 
As it's pulled, it forms a cone-like shape and 
captures every creature within its path from the very 
bottom of the waters to the very top! In Galilee, the 
fishermen would "drag" the net to shore and separate 
out the catch, with the worthless fish being tossed 
away and the good fish sometimes being put into 
water-filled containers to keep them alive and fresh.

II. That's great for 1st-Century fishermen, but 
what does it mean for us?...

1. It Means: No Discrimination. 

Inherent in the description that I just gave of a 
dragnet is the fact that this style of fishing is non-
discriminatory in its very nature. Every fish in its 
path would be caught: from large to small; from 
denizens of the very bottom of the waters, to those 
that live at the very top; to the good fish and the bad 
fish; all were all caught up in the dragnet. In other 
words, the contents of this net would be a great big 
mixture of all that was out there!  

Let's apply this to the church — I believe the all-
inclusive “dragnet” boils down to is this, the church 
should not act in a discriminatory way by accepting 
some folks and rejecting others.

What does Inclusiveness mean? — It simply means 
that all people are included and no one is excluded! 
One of the areas that the Methodist church has 
received some opposition to is its quest for 
inclusiveness. This viewpoint stresses the 
importance of leaving the church welcoming for all 
who might come through its doors. Whether you are 
married, single, or divorced — You’re invited. It 
does not matter if you are rich or poor — You’re 
invited. The church does not care if you have a great 
reputation or a not so great reputation. All are to be 
welcomed as souls for whom Christ died! This 
approach is the inclusive, and might I add biblical, 
way of doing ministry! 
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2. It Also Means that we aren't the ones who are 
called to separate the good from the bad!

Do you remember the parable of the Wheat and the 
Tares?  Jesus explained this parable, along with a few 
others, to his disciples.

Let me read Jesus’ explanation as a quick reminder...

In Matthew 13:37-39 Jesus' explanation went as 
follows, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the 
good seed. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed 
represents the people of the Kingdom. The weeds are the 
people who belong to the evil one. 39 The enemy who 
planted the weeds among the wheat is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are 
the angels.”

The job of the harvesters from this parable was to pull 
up the weeds and burn them. But this job had to wait 
until the end-of-days harvest time and Jesus further 
explained that we aren't the harvesters, the angels are!

In similar fashion to this "sister" parable, the angel's job 
and time for sorting out the catch of fish is in the end of 
days.

The take home message of the Kingdom of Heaven in 
these parables is to always remember:

1.) From small beginnings great things can happen! 
Never stop preaching, teaching, and living the Word of 
God for many will respond in due time! Your phone 
calls, cards, and words of encouragement and love 
might seem like small things but remember, “Little is 
much when God is in it!”

2.) Many will hear — Somehow and somewhere in this 
world, people will encounter Jesus Christ and the 
Kingdom of Heaven! The question is, Will you be a 
willing vessel in God’s hands and share the Gospel of 
Peace?  Or will you be silent?  Their response is up to 
them, but, as a believer in Christ Jesus, you have been 

called to be a witness. Those in the world need to 
hear the Gospel and and you might be one of the 
few people they might listen to for those words of 
eternal life!

"What they do with that encounter is up to them! But 
you just be faithful to plant a good seed into their 
lives! 

3.) Let’s keep our hearts, minds, and our church 
doors open to all!  Though we might have some 
biblical clues about the destiny of someone based on 
our limited view of their life, let's not be so hasty as 
to separate them out for destruction...for that's not 
our job and besides we never fully know the hearts 
of others in their moments of solitude with the Lord 
of Glory. 

4.) Be patient! Just as a crop does not grow 
overnight, so planting a seed of faith will take time 
to sprout. In 2 Peter 3:9 we read, “The Lord isn’t 
really being slow about his promise, as some people 
think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does 
not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent.”

After hearing all of these parables, Jesus asked his 
disciples,“Do you understand all these things?” 
“Yes,” they said, “we do.” Matthew 13:51

They said that they understood, so how about you? 
Do you understand these things?

If we really do understand them, then let us, as a 
body of believers be about His will and His work 
and proclaim the Gospel of Christ to the lost, dying 
and hurting of this world!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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By Adam Weber August 31, 2020

In the Bible, we’re introduced to a group of people called lepers. Different from “sinners,” people who were known for 
doing bad things, lepers were simply seen as unclean, not because of what they did, but because of who they were. As 
people, they were just bad.  

Much worse than the physical aspect of leprosy though, is how it used to impact people socially. What you might not know 
is that back in Bible times lepers were required to shout “unclean!” as they approached a crowd to make sure no one 
accidentally touched them. Talk about something that could immediately make you feel less than human.

On one occasion Jesus crossed paths with a leper. The leper noticed Jesus, and even though the leper knew it was against 
the rules, he approached him.

Jesus had the ability to heal his leprosy, but would he want to do the unthinkable? Would he want to reach out and touch 
this unclean man? At the risk of catching the physical disease and also becoming spiritually unclean, Jesus reaches out and 
touches the leper.

In that moment, a man who hadn’t been touched in years was touched. He was touched by the one who was able to heal him 
from the inside out. He was touched by Jesus. Skin to skin. It’s reported that human beings need eight to ten touches each 
day to remain physically and emotionally healthy. Can you imagine having not been touched by anyone in years?
When we touch, we literally cross into another person’s space. The two become one in marriage, but on a small level, this 
happens each time we touch someone. We communicate that you are worthy of love. You are made in the image of God. 

You are lovely. You are beautiful.
Being touched matters.

How amazing would it be to be physically touched by Jesus?

We don’t have a lot of lepers walking around today, but there are many people who are still considered “lepers” in most 
churches. The church doesn’t go so far as to say they shouldn’t be there, and people aren’t required to shout “unclean” 
when they walk through the doors, but we’re careful not to get too close. To touch them. To associate with them. To love 
them well.

Whether it’s your lifestyle.
Or if you’ve had an affair.

A DUI.
You’ve committed a crime.

Your son is struggling with drugs.
Your daughter got pregnant when it wasn’t planned, or maybe you did.

We draw our lines in the sand, and if you even get near that line you really shouldn’t be coming through the doors on 
Sundays.

It’s not that you can’t come, we just don’t really want you here.
It’s not that you’re not invited, it’s just that you don’t really fit in.

It’s not that we don’t love you like a Christian should, it’s just that we don’t approve of what you’re doing and we want you 
to know that.

Sound familiar? Maybe you’ve been in a church like this before. Maybe you’ve even been this person before. A friend 
recently told me, “If you’re different in any way, the church is the last place you want to be. The church sees a unicorn and 
says, ‘not good!’”

But what if the church welcomed and loved unicorns—people who are different—better than any group, organization, or 
movement the world had to offer? Other groups appear to welcome people, but if you look past the surface, they typically 
only welcome people who are like them, think like them, vote like them, live like them. What if the church was different?

Love Reaches Out to the Different

Continued on Page 8
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 13, 2020

15th Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:
Exodus 14:19–31;                                                                    

Exodus 15:1b-11, 20–21 (UMH 135);                                    
Romans 14:1–12;                                                                      
Matthew 18:21–35 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Love Reaches Out to the Different
I can only hope that my church, the world-wide Church, any church, would look like the church Jesus had in mind. I 
want to pastor a church full of people who look like the people Jesus hung out with. The people who no one else 
wanted to touch with a ten-foot pole, but that Jesus came close to. Because really, we’re all lepers in some way. 

There’s a lot of unclean stuff in our lives, it’s just harder to see our own leprosy than it is to see the leprosy of others.
Want to love people who are different from you? Get uncomfortable. Have actual conversations with people that you 
know think differently from you. Move from your space to someone else’s. Meet others on their ground. In their 
place of comfort, not yours. Ask questions. Ask them to share their story and listen. Agree to disagree.

If there’s one thing we’ve lost as a society, it’s this: the ability to think differently and still love and respect each 
other. We like to polarize and pigeonhole people. Conservatives polarize progressives. Progressive polarize 
conservatives. If people are different from us, we like to label and demonize. It’s impossible to love someone we’ve 
labeled.

But love breaks rules. Love sets aside fear. Love reaches beyond those who are like us.
         
I want my love to look like Jesus healing the leper.

Love reaches out and touches those who are considered “unclean.” Love reaches out to the person who is different. 
Period.

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

