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This morning, we'll focus 
our attention on the Parable 
of the Pearl of Great Price, 
it's a sister parable to the 
Parable of the Hidden 
Treasure and it too gives us 
a p i c t u r e o f t h e 
incomparable worth of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

Matthew 13:1-3 and 45-46 
Later that same day Jesus 
left the house and sat beside 
the lake. 2 A large crowd 
soon gathered around him, 
so he got into a boat. Then 
he sat there and taught as 
the people stood on the 
shore. 3 He told many stories 
in the form of parables, such 
as this one: 45 “Again, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
merchant on the lookout for 
choice pearls. 46 When he 
discovered a pearl of great 
value, he sold everything he 
owned and bought it! (NLT)

I. Let's first look at the 
individual aspects of this 
parable...

1. Pearls in General and 
then The Pearl of Great 
Price.

Throughout history, the 
pearl has been one of the 
most prized and sought after 
gems.

The ancient Egyptians 
prized pearls so much they 
were buried with them. 
"Cleopa t ra repor ted ly 

dissolved a single pearl in a 
glass of wine and drank it, 
simply to win a wager with 
Mark Antony that she could 
consume the wealth of an 
entire nation in just one 
meal."

The Greeks esteemed the 
pearl both for its unrivaled 
beauty and its association 
with love and marriage.

In ancient Rome, pearls 
were considered among the 
highest symbols of wealth 
and social standing.

Even during the Middle 
Ages, maidens of nobility 
cherished delicate pearls, 
while knights often wore 
pearls into battle as they 
believed they were able to 
protect them from harm.

Because pearls were so 
highly regarded, a number 
of European countr ies 
a c t u a l l y p a s s e d l a w s 
forbidding anyone but 
royalty to wear them.

A law established in 1612, 
drawn up by the Duke of 
Saxony, prohibited the 
w e a r i n g o f p e a r l s b y 
nobility or anyone else for 
that matter in an effort to 
further distinguish royal 
appearance.  So only if you 
were royalty: like a king, 
queen, prince, princess, 
duke, or duchess, that sort of 
thing, only then were you 

eligible under these laws to 
wear pearls.

So valuable were pearls, 
that in 1916, the renowned 
French jeweler, Jacques 
Cartier bought his famous 
store on Fifth Avenue in 
New York by trading two 
pearl necklaces for that 
e x p e n s i v e p i e c e o f 
property.

So one can well imagine 
that there would be quite a 
market for not just pearls in 
general, but an unsurpassed 
specimen such as Jesus 
described in this parable 
would be worth any price!

In essence, the parable of 
the Pearl of Great Price is 
quite simple, a man who 
has spent his entire life 
searching for the perfect 
pearl has finally found it 
and now gladly sel ls 
everything he owns to 
obtain it!

2 . T h e M e t h o d s o f 
Discovery —

At first reading of the 
parables of the Hidden 
Treasure and the Pearl of 
Great Price, we are at first 
grasped by their similarity 
and then we are taken by 
the subtleness of their 
differences! It would seem 
that great prizes like the 
Hidden Treasure and the 
Pearl of Great Price can be 
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Across 

1. * Happy news for a Job 
Seeker: "Congratulations! 
You're ___!!!"
6. * She held up a sign that 
said "UNION"
11. Singly: One ___ Time
14. Love Lots
15. Klemperer and Preminger
16. Certain computer system, 
for short
17. * Givens the Actress
18. Let's Do Math! X - IV = 
___
19. * Initials of a famous 
Director
20. * For short, it was once 
part of a Painter's signature
21. * Skilled worker
24. Rocky sequel
25. Thailand, once
26. Atomic #28
27. Scraps

28. * A Masseuse may work in 
one
31. Atomic #51
32. * Sporty Sailor
34. * Custodian
37. * Evert the Tennis Star
39. Killer Whale
40. * Wynette the Singer
42. Icicle holder
43. Wild Goats of the Old 
World
45. * Recruitment Department, 
with Human
47. * Deliverer of a certain 
beverage
49. Towards the Sky
50. Hesitant sounds
51. * Veterinarians care for 
them
52. Bible section, for short
53. * Trained Technician, 
tinily
55. Suffix to "Perox"
56. * Secretary's Skill

61. Simple game: ___-
Tac-Toe
62. Interjection at the end 
of a question
63. Chicago loop train
64. "Farewell!"
65. * Julia Roberts' 
profession requires her to 
do this
66. * India's first Prime 
Minister
68. Unit of currency in 
Kuwait
69. Snake Sound
70. Deuce-Aces
71. Put forth

Down 

1. Long-eared mammal
2. * Silver Screen Star
3. * Monk vestment
4. Ambler and Dickerson
5. * Medical practitioner
6. * Heard in a Health 
Club: "I'm here because I 
need a Personal Trainer 
because I have ___ and 
vigor anymore, and I want 
it back."
7. Of the ear
8. Abbreviated word with 
"Hon."
9. * An Artist may choose 
to create one
10. Formal org.
11. * A Skier may choose 
to compete in one
12. * Robert De Niro 
movie
13. People opposed to 
Policies
22. Capital of Morocco
23. Indignant: Up ___

27. Anesthetic 
ingredient
28. Certain European
29. * Rescuers on the 
Roads
30. * Wright, and others
32. Asian nation
33. * This Songwriter 
(Initials) wrote "Cat's in 
the Cradle"
35. * Peers
36. * What a Martial 
Arts expert might teach
38. Term of Time, tinily
41. Not advanced
44. Regina's locale on 
an env.
46. * A Programmer 
might be asked to ___ a 
Computer Program
48. * The hardest job in 
the World
51. * Breads Baked by a 
Baker
53. Peak in the San Juan 
Mountains of Colorado, 
with Mount
54. Base
56. Caused to be 
Conveyed
57. * Roman Ruler
58. * Tree that a 
Forester may encounter
59. * An Otologist is 
concerned if you can do 
this
60. Type of Tent
67. "Hello!"
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September 2020 News and  Announcements 
“ H o w S o c i a l M e d i a 
Works” It is painfully 
obvious to even the most 
casual observer that there 
is something dreadfully 
wrong with the current line 
of discourse and reasoning 
in social media, the news, 
and even interpersonal 
conversations. For the 
most part, it used to be that 

we could agree to disagree with others and employ 
the requisite grace and mutual respect for each other. 
For some in today’s world, this is just not the case. 
The meme below is from Facebook. It perfectly 
illustrates the current level of [mis]communication 
we are faced with when it comes to ordinary, 
everyday statements, responses, and conversations.

Until we can recapture our former level of intelligent 
discourse, I’m afraid we are headed toward 
irreconcilable differences. These differences can 
potentially take our world, nation, and personal lives 
into such wildly divergent paths that fruitful 
solutions will be unlikely to occur. Here is my 
challenge for September 2020 — Let us be the 
change that we seek in this world by prayer, fasting, 
and lovingly communicating the gospel of peace in 
our words and actions!

Volume 2 Issue 35

Be blessed and bless others!  
Pastor Gary 

“Embrace Jesus’ Grace”

“If you could make one change in your life, what 
would it be? Since this is a wide open question, there 
are all kinds of possible answers you could give that 
would make a positive difference in your life. If those 
closest to you could make one change in your life, 
what would it be? Again, there are all kinds of 
possibilities, but their choice might be quite different 
than yours. If God could make one change in your 
life, what would it be? Of course, that’s nearly 
impossible to answer since God sees deeply into your 
soul and knows you better than you know yourself. 
But there’s a very good chance it would embrace 
grace. And Jesus as the bearer of that grace. And how 
God would have you fully and totally embrace Jesus’ 
grace with which Jesus embraces you. After all, isn’t 
this what God wants for every single person? ”
                            

Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Labor Day”
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Continued on Page 5

found either by sheer chance or by purposefully and 
diligently seeking them out!

3. The Sacrifices —

The sacrifice, if you want to call it that, in both parables 
is the same, the men happily sold all that they had to 
obtain their respective prizes because the gain was 
immeasurable against any momentary loss that was 
experienced!

II. Let's now turn our attention to its application...

1. The Pearl - With all of the intrinsic beauty, value, 
and desirability of this pearl of great price, I believe 
that Jesus is suggesting some very important aspects 
about the Kingdom of God and the worthiness of 
diligently seeking it out at all cost!

a.) Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven is like 
a Pearl of Great Price — as we have seen, to the 
ancient peoples, the pearl was one of the most beautiful 
of possessions in the world! To move the parable from 
the earthly realm to its heavenly meaning, implies that 
the most beautiful possession that we can have in this 
world, and for eternity, is to be a part of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, as His sons and daughters!  

b.) There is but one Pearl of Great Price - There 
might be many beautiful pearls in this world but there is 
but one Pearl of Great Price such as Jesus described in 
this parable.

We might be able to find beauty in knowledge, in art, in 
music, in literature, in one another, and in a variety of 
other things in this world, but supreme beauty can only 
be found as we come to Jesus Christ as our Lord and 
Savior and become a part of His Kingdom!

2.) The Means of Discovery — This twin set of 
parables give us two different means of finding the 
Kingdom of Heaven! 

In the first instance, someone might accidentally come 
across the Hidden Treasure of the Kingdom of Heaven 
in their life or in the second instance, someone else 
might be diligently seeking it out and finally locate that 
Pearl of Great Price!

My personal experience would suggest that in most 
cases both are equally true, as we endeavor to come 
closer to God in our lives!  

If you weren't here for last week's message on the 
Parable for the Hidden Treasure, then let me briefly 
reiterate what began as a "chance unearthing" of the 
Hidden Treasure of the Kingdom of Heaven in my 
life!

I remember many, many years ago when I was 
stationed at Fort Ord, California during my service 
in the U.S. Army. I had a chance encounter with God 
through a religious broadcast that set me on a course 
of seeking God and eventually finding the ultimate 
treasure of all, salvation through Jesus Christ and 
entry into the Kingdom of Heaven!

Call it a chance discovery or divine providence, but 
there I was coming face to face with the God of the 
Universe when all I was looking for was a Sitcom! I 
don't know what you would call it, but I call it God's 
amazing grace!

Now...with regards to this dual aspect of "chance" 
discovery and diligently seeking out of the Pearl of 
Great Price, let me also suggest that Wesley would 
say that both are true of everyone who truly seeks 
the closest of walks with God!

After I "accidentally" stumbled upon the Kingdom of 
Heaven in my life, it started a life-long process of 
diligently seeking out the best that God would have 
for me! This is pure Wesleyan theology of 
sanctifying grace at its core!

3.) The Cost - We must always keep in mind that a 
parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning! 
Though the language of this parable, like the 
Parable of the Hidden Treasure, suggests "buying"... 
Jesus was not teaching that a person can buy their 
way into the Kingdom of Heaven. The purchase 
price was already paid for us on Calvary! Salvation 
is a free gift that we accept by grace through faith! 

But there is something interesting about the two men 
in the twin parables. They both willingly and 
without regret sold / gave up all of their earthly 
goods for their respective treasures...

Since we know that Heaven is a free gift, what 
should we do?

I believe that being in the Kingdom of Heaven 
begins with our salvation, but it is just that, our 
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beginning! Being in the Kingdom of Heaven means that 
we should be abiding by His laws and striving to be the 
best citizens in said kingdom!

How do we do that?

In both of these parables, the men gave up second best 
to get the best!  

The men in the both of these parables were willing 
sellers of all that they had, so perhaps we too could 
"sell" some of our finances, spare time, or comforts to 
draw ourselves closer to God! 

What second best things in this world are you clinging 
on to instead of letting them go for the Kingdom of 
Heaven?

I don’t know, but rather than give you my list of second 
bests to give up, you might be able to think of your 
own!

Could a small sacrifice help to bring you closer to 
God, but you're afraid to break out of your routine?

John Wesley felt strongly impressed of God to not only 
"flee the wrath to come" but to live a life that was as 
pleasing to God as He could! This often led him to make 
many sacrifices of his finances, comfort, and even 
safety!

Compared to Wesley's sacrifices, perhaps the removal of 
some of our second bests in this world might not be as 
painful as might first sound to us!  

Conclusion:

So what can we glean from these sister parables?  

First — The Kingdom of Heaven is not real estate 
we can purchase ... but a spiritual kingdom 
that can only be entered into by way of faith 
and trust in Jesus Christ for your salvation 
by grace through faith. 

Second — In order to grow spiritually we must 
"grow out of love with self" and "grow in 
love with the Savior, Jesus Christ."

Lastly— To value the Kingdom of Heaven above 
anything else in our lives, can lead us to 
greater love for God, family, friends, and 
our neighbors.

It’s a simple list, but maybe you’re still worried that 
you might miss out on something’s special by 
giving up second best?

In Matthew 6:33 Jesus said, "But seek first the 
Kingdom of Heaven and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you."

Though the Kingdom of Heaven is free it is not 
cheap for there was a great cost involved, the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary. Our only cost is 
the small price of turning from seeking our own way 
in the world and surrendering to the will of God.
Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.

Pastor Gary
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J.D. Walt September 2, 2020

John 6:1-6  Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by 
healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish 
Passover Festival was near. When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said 
to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he 
already had in mind what he was going to do. (NIV)

CONSIDER THIS
We are headed into sign #4, which might be called the pivot sign of the seven. At least it’s the middle 
one. For memory’s sake let’s rehearse. Sign #1: Water into wine. Sign #2: Long distance healing. Sign 
#3: Healing by pool. Sign #4 will be John’s account of the feeding of the multitudes.

Crowds are following him because they have seen the signs. Jesus wants them to see through the signs 
into the depths of who he is. It’s like he wanted to draw the crowd out of the hustle of village life and 
into a more reflective place. We might think of it like a place with no Wifi or cell signal.

Jesus has set the scene for a sign. He is going to set a feast on the hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee 
that will feed his followers until the end of time. He is going to feed his sheep with a kind of food that 
will all at once satisfy their stomachs yet stir an insatiable appetite in their souls.

I wonder what those multitudes, moving together like so many sheep, talked about on their way to be 
with Jesus. I wonder if their souls (or even their subconscious awareness) were stoked by the memory of 
these words: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He 
leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul” (Ps. 23:1-2).

There’s another conversation always stirring between Jesus and his disciples. Remember, through 
everything he does, Jesus is discipling his followers. He’s training them (and us) for the mission of the 
church he will found. It’s interesting to me, though, that he’s not focusing on strengths or looking for the 
can-do performer types. He is looking for people who know their human limitations. He’s not looking 
for people who know what they can do, but for those who know what they can’t do. It seems 
counterintuitive and goes against all that seems right to us. Here’s what I mean.

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we 
buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he 
was going to do.

He wants Philip and the other disciples to grasp the absurdity of a can-do attitude in the face of sheer 
impossibility. The test of Jesus is always to bring us to the end of ourselves, to the places of 
impossibility, where we finally come to grips with our limitations. He always already has in mind what 

Have You Been Tested By Jesus?

Continued on Page 8
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Update From Bishop Mueller

August 14, 2020

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I continue to thank God for your ministry in the midst of the challenges of Covid-19. You have been 
creative, innovative, positive and willing to adapt to a reality none of us were prepared to face. Thank you 
for all you are doing.

I have worked diligently to keep you up to date since the earliest days of the pandemic. This letter is 
another attempt to be current in my communication with you.

1 We remain in ARUMC Stage 2, which means my basic guidance has not changed. I will wait 
until early September to determine whether it is time to move beyond Stage 2. We need to see how the 
reopening of schools and Labor Day Weekend impacts the number of cases. 

2 The one change in previous guidance that I am making concerns congregational singing. I 
believe recent data makes it clear that it is safe to have congregational singing if social distancing is 
occurring and masks are being worn. Let me be clear, wearing masks is imperative because singing 
without them greatly increases the spread of the illness. Having said this, I understand that some of you 
may still choose to refrain from singing for the immediate future.

3 All Charge Conferences will be held by Zoom this fall in order to be cautious during a time 
when health professionals indicate Covid-19 may be spiking again. Any exceptions to this will need to be 
arranged with your District Superintendent.

4 Conference Staff continue to carry out the majority of their work remotely. However, a ‘rolling 
schedule’ has been established where staff are spending limited time in the office. I am so proud of all of 
our Conference and District Staff who have worked long and hard to support you in this crisis. I hope you 
find a way to take the time to let them know how grateful you are.

I remain in prayer for God’s healing of Covid-19, your congregation and those in the mission field as you 
continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, 
communities and the world.

God bless you!
Gary E. Mueller
Bishop
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
September 6, 2020

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:
Exodus 12:1–14;                                              

Psalm 149 or Psalm 148 (UMH 861);                           
Romans 13:8–14;                                        
Matthew 18:15–20 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Have You Been Tested By Jesus?
he is going to do. To pass the test of Jesus is to fail the test of self-reliance.

How are you doing with that? I have found that preparing for this test requires a lot of unlearning.

THE PRAYER

Abba Father, thank you for your Son, Jesus, who always has in mind what he is going to do. Thank 
you for the ways he tests and trains us to unlearn our own ways that we might learn his ways. 
Come, Holy Spirit, and replace our can-do mentality with the plans you already have in mind. We 
pray in Jesus’ name, amen.

THE QUESTIONS

1. How do you deal with this counterintuitive way of Jesus—that it’s not about our strengths but 
his?

2. What have you had to unlearn in your discipleship to Jesus so far?

3. Are you facing an impossible situation that requires complete reliance on Jesus?

Source: https://www.seedbed.com/have-you-been-tested-by-jesus/

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

