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Matthew 22:15-22 Then the 
Pharisees met together to 
plot how to trap Jesus into 
saying something for which 
he could be arrested. 16 They 
sent some of their disciples, 
along with the supporters of 
Herod, to meet with 
him.  Teacher,  they 
said, we know how 
honest you are. You 
teach the way of God 
truthfully. You are 
impartial and don’t 
play favorites. 17 

Now tell us what you 
think about this: Is it 
right to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not? 18 But Jesus knew 
their evil motives.  You 
hypocrites! he said. Why are 
you trying to trap me? 19 
Here, show me the coin used 
for the tax.  When they 
handed h im a Roman 
coin, 20 he asked, Whose 
picture and title are stamped 
on it? 21  Caesar’s,  they 
rep l ied .  Wel l , then ,  he 
said, give to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar, and give 
to God what belongs to 
God. 22 His reply amazed 
them, and they went away.

The first national coin was 
minted in 1776, ful ly 
a u t h o r i z e d b y t h e 
Cont inen ta l Congress . 
Benjamin Franklin provided 
the basic design for this 
pewter dollar, inscribed with 
the word “fugio” Latin for I 
fly. This word was paired 
with an image of a sundial 

to depict how time flies.

F r a n k l i n m u s t h a v e 
anticipated how money 
would fly away someday ” 
at Walmart and the gas 
pump.

Mental Floss  magazine 
(September-October 2007), 
mentioned that the coin also 
bears the odd phrase, Mind 
your business. It does not 
mean "mind your own 
business" as that phrase is 
used today, but rather, "pay 
attention to your affairs."

By the way, a Continental 
Dollar could be sold today 
f o r a s m a l l f o r t u n e . 
Generally struck in Pewter, 
then bronze, and finally 
silver. The silver coin was 
valued at 1.41 million 
dollars on May 16, 2016!

Look at a typical American 
coin today, and you'll see 
t h e w o r d s  E P l u r i b u s 
Unum ,  Lat in fo r  From 
many, one. It sounds like a 
noble sentiment, describing 
the unity of our 50 diverse 
states. But the truth is that 

ou r found ing f a the r s 
plagiarized these inspiring 
words from a British 
book's title page, published 
every year by Gentleman's 
Magaz ine . I t was an 
anthology of articles, and 

t h e s l o g a n 
meant  “From 
m a n y 
magazines, one 
book.”

That's kind of 
like finding a 
new national 
slogan in the 

pages of GQ magazine!

So what's in your wallet? 
What does your money say 
to you?

—I fly? 
—Mind your business? 
—E Pluribus Unum? 
—In God We Trust? 

What the coin said to Jesus 
was: Give to the emperor 
the things that are the 
emperor's, and to God the 
things that are God’s.

There’s a lot of meaning to 
be found in money.

The Pharisees were trying 
to catch Jesus in a trap 
when they sent thei r 
disciples to him, along with 
the followers of King 
Herod. The disciples of the 
Pharisees tried to bait the 
t rap wi th some lame 
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Across 
1. * Trick or ___!
6. Particular Poker
10. * Scary Serpent Sound
13. * Fearsome Forums
14. Domain, diminutively
15. In real time
16. Morning indicator on a 
digital clock
17. Big, briefly
18. Christie or Karenina
19. Brewage
20. Atomic #51
21. Not them
23. Brief Boxing Blow
24. * Pumpkin verb
26. State in the U.S.A.
27. * A What is Worrisome 
for a Werewolf?
30. Attribute
32. Rocky version
33. Guido's note
34. As well

35. * They complete a 
Devil's costume
38. Crown of Osiris
41. Ordinals, briefly
43. * Motel of Madness and 
Murder
45. Flightless Flapper
46. "Enough" to a Scot
48. Small dog, with "Apso"
50. Sick
53. Cubic Centimeter
55. Conjunction in Cannes
56. French: Room
58. * Enter one ...if you 
dare!!!
63. Mother, for short
64. Heard at Home: "So, do 
you want to play Hangman 
___-tac-toe now?"
65. Cummings the Poet
66. Father, for short
67. Prefix that means "Egg"
68. Beatles Bassist
69. Hoop completer

71. Kiri Kanawa 
connecter
73. Kenzaburo the 
Writer
74. "Rifle Range" in 
Rouen
75. Title in Turkey
76. * They celebrated 
Samhain
78. Unit of currency in 
Japan
79. Squabble
80. Arrogant 
Down 
1. * Decor of the Dead
2. Motor Home, for short
3. Slimy Swimmer
4. * Emotion felt during 
a Halloween Horror 
movie
5. Mr. Eliot
6. * Vampire Vamooser
7. Pavarotti, for one
8. * Human ash Holder 
at Halloween
9. * Creepy Character
10. Speak Snappishly
11. Find the sum
12. * Goodies at 
Halloween
13. * Corpse Carrier
22. Initials of John and 
Yoko's son
25. Winged
27. Therefore
28. Word with Infection
29. Exist
31. Unit of weight in 
Malaysia
36. Russian River
37. Heard amongst 
Sailors: "I'd like the ___ 
be a bit less choppy 

today, wouldn't you?"
39. Mr. Jannings
40. * Eerie night lights
42. Prefix that means 
"Sleep"
44. Acronym on the 
Skipper's ship
47. * Scary 
Spellbinders
49. * Heard at 
Halloween: "I think 
I'm going to go ___ 
this year, you guys!"
51. * Nature's 
Halloween decorations
52. * Spooky Spirits
54. Corbusier 
Completer
57. Initials of a really 
smart person
59. Shaw of Songs
60. Complete reversal 
of travel direction
61. Writer sister of 
Nora Ephron
62. Towards the Sky
70. Official in the 
World Series, for short
72. Pridefulness
76. Note Notation
77. Near the area 
occupied
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October 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Lay Servant Ministry” What 
is Lay Servant Ministry? To me, 
Lay Servant Ministry is a 
powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be 
able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed 
with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best 
Sunday school teacher, Bible 
Study leader, or even explore 
your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This 
course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal 
spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance 
of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, 
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being 
part of a group that holds members accountable in their 
discipleship

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

"Adult students come with their own agendas and will connect 
learning to what's going on in their lives," writes Bruce. "They 
learn what they want to learn." Both facts present challenge 
and great opportunity to teachers, according to Bruce. "Adults 
are eager to learn and are searching for meaning, but we must 
break through their initial reluctance to encourage them to 
think, question, and make connections."

Based on some of the latest theories about faith development 
and learning, Start Here offers practical, down-to-earth 
strategies designed for teaching adults. Whether you're a 
Sunday school teacher, a Bible study teacher or a teacher in 
another setting, you'll find instruction in creating environments 
where adults grow in faith through your guidance.

Topics in Start Here include:
•        planning a lesson
•        dealing with disagreement in class
•        information about adult faith development
•        creating an environment that galvanizes faith formation 
and faith sharing
•        methods to engage a variety of learning styles
•        the latest data in how adults learn
•        using learning hooks to increase participation

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

Volume 2 Issue 42

What we believe about God and God’s relation to the world 
shapes who we are and how we organize our church. The Method 
of Our Mission, especially written for United Methodist classes, 
uses a Wesleyan theological frame to help readers understand 
United Methodism’s principles and structure, and the relationship 
between our beliefs, mission, and practice. The book is arranged 
into four parts—United Methodist beliefs, mission, practice, and 
organization. 

This textbook has been updated with changes from the 2016 
General Conference."

(4) Preaching - Beginning 10/4, 4:00-5:00 pm, over 5 weeks, 
also includes 1 hr video to be watched prior to this time each 
week for discussion.  All 10 hours must be completed for credit. 
Participants in this class will watch a video on their own each 
week that will include 20 minutes of preaching instruction, a 20 
minute interview with a  published teacher/practitioner, and 20 
minutes of viewing sermons from well known preachers. 
Discussion will take place during the one hour zoom call each. 
Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: Delivering an 
Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach? A movement of United Methodists who have decided to 
keep our focus on the main thing: making disciples of Jesus 
Christ. We will work on Intentional Discipleship Systems and 
why we need them.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Fall Festivities”
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flattery, saying, Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with the truth, 
and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality (Matthew 22:16).

It didn't work. Jesus was aware of their evil intent and 
was definitely on guard when they said, Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, 
or not? (v. 17).
The trap had been set, and Jesus was going to have to 
move carefully to avoid springing it.

Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? he 
asked (v. 18). Jesus knew that they were asking about a 
particular tax, one that could be paid only in Roman 
coin. The problem is, the coin contains an image and an 
inscription “Tiberius Caesar, august son of the divine 
Augustus, high priest ” one that's considered 
blasphemous by devout Jews. 

Catch 22 ” If Jesus said, Yes, it's lawful to pay, he 
would alienate the Jewish nation; if he said No, he 
risked arrest by the Romans. It's was a lose-lose 
proposition.

But Jesus spotted a way out. “He asked the disciples of 
the Pharisees for the coin used for the tax, and they 
gave him one” notice that the Pharisees were in 
possession of the blasphemous coin, not Jesus! Whose 
head is this, and whose title? Jesus asked them. The 
emperor's, they answered, wondering what he was 
getting at.

Then, in one quick move, he slipped completely out of 
their trap. Give therefore to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor's, and to God the things that are 
God's (vv. 19-21). By saying that what is already the 
emperor's should be given to him, Jesus avoided a 
direct yes or no response, an answer that would get him 
in serious trouble with either the Jews or the Romans. 
But in answering the way he did, he gave an indirect 
yes answer. Jesus implied that paying this tax was not 
against Jewish law. But he then went beyond the 
Pharisees' question and said that what is God's must be 
given to God. Loyalty to God is on a different and 
much higher level of importance than simple loyalty to 
the emperor.

And the disciples of the Pharisees? They realized that 
Jesus has escaped. Amazed, they left him and went 
away (v. 22).

There's certainly a lot of meaning to be found in 
money. Jesus knows that money is a significant 
factor in shaping our lives, and he focuses on it a 
great deal in his ministry. In fact, his focus on 
money is second only to the kingdom of God.

For Jesus, money is to be used: to pay taxes to the 
emperor and advance God's work in the 
world. Money is never an end in itself, a treasure to 
be socked away like a Continental Dollar for 232 
years until it has grown in value 100,000 
times. What would be the point of that? You are 
going to die long before you see that kind of 
appreciation, and you can't take it with you.  As the 
saying goes, There are no luggage racks on hearses.

The meaning of money is that it's an asset, a 
resource for us to put to work in the world. If you 
listen carefully, your money is not saying, I fly, mind 
your business, or E Pluribus Unum. Instead, it is 
saying, Use me.

What does it mean to give to God the things which 
are God’s?

Most certainly, it means to bring our tithes, 
offerings, and gifts into God’s storehouse as our 
response to God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 
But can it, or should it, mean more than that?

Let’s consider that idea for a moment.

We are adopted sons and daughters of the Most 
High, the Lord God almighty. 1 Peter 2:9 reminds 
us, “But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  

How do we render ourselves to God? As we take 
10% of our finances and give them to God, do we 
also take 10% of us? Do we lop off 10% of our 
extremities and ceremoniously plop them in the 
offering plate?  I think not!  

Two questions come to mind:

(1) So what can we do?
(2) How different would our church, community, 
and personal lives be changed if we were to do such 
a thing?
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What if we took 10% of the time God has blessed us 
with each day and brought it to God as a “tithe” of our 
lives?  Interesting notion, eh?

So what are the logistics of such a tithe? We have 24-
hours in a day, so 10% of that time would be 2.4 hours 
or 144 minutes per day.  Easy peasy, eh?  But you might 
be ready to jump in and tell me that you sleep 8-hours 
per night and should not have to “tithe” on that time.   
Lucky you if you can get that much sleep! But, fair 
enough! What if we based our 10% on 16-hours 
instead? Hmmm, that works be about 1.6 hours or 1 
hour and 36 minutes!  Much easier!

If you’re still with me on plotting out this “tithe” of your 
time, then here goes…

Perhaps your day could start with 10-minutes of 
devotional time and prayer. Another 20-minutes of 
focused Bible reading with another 20-minutes of Bible 
study using commentaries and other guides. Then you 
could take some of your time throughout the day to 
invite folks to church, pray with someone, or witness 
about the glory of salvation by grace through faith! You 
might also volunteer somewhere to help with food 
distribution, like “The Stewpot” or something else for at 
least 40-minutes. Then finish the day with 6-minutes of 
prayer before retiring! Anything additional would be 
your gifts and offerings from your life!

You can break that up, add to it, and multiply it 

whatever way you felt moved by the Holy Spirit!

How different would your life look if you were to do 
this?  I can only imagine the spiritual breakthroughs 
we could have, personally and corporatel of we were 
to faithfully “tithe” our lives and finances to God!

Take a look at a typical American coin, and you 
won't see the inscription Tiberius Caesar, august son 
of the divine Augustus, high priest. Instead, you'll 
see the words Liberty and In God We Trust.

The phrase In God We Trust challenges us to rely on 
our good and gracious God and believe that he will 
care for us in the future, just as he has cared for us. 
The word Liberty reminds us that we are free to be 
generous in our giving, as faithful stewards of the 
great abundance that the Lord has given us.

In a loving and generous God, we trust. Not only 
that, but we have the freedom to support God's work 
in the world. 

Indeed, let us “Give to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.”

You have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Pewter 1776 Continental dollar found at flea market worth $97,500
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Suffering and the Reality of Spiritual Warfare
Pete Greig October 23, 2020

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12)

About six centuries before Paul wrote these words, the biblical hero Daniel had an extraordinary encounter with an 
angel while praying one day. It’s a story that teaches us much about the relationship between unanswered prayer and 
spiritual warfare. “Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before 
your God,” the angel told Daniel, “your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me” (Dan. 
10:12–13). This encounter provides a fascinating insight into the battle that goes on when we pray and also into the 
time lapse that may require our perseverance in prayer.

We see this same battle repeatedly at work in the life of Jesus, whose public ministry began with an intense forty-day 
season of spiritual warfare in the wilderness and was punctuated by strange encounters with screaming demons. He 
told stories about heaven and hell and even saw Satan falling from heaven like lightning. When we read the text 
objectively, the Jesus of the Gospels begins to look like the kind of apocalyptic mystic who would not fit at all well 
in the lecture halls of most seminaries, let alone the polished pulpit of an average Sunday morning sermon.

Materialists and Magicians — Of course, for all his mysticism, Jesus was not spooky. In fact, we know that He was 
immensely popular (see Matt. 14:13), could be witty (see Matt. 19:24), and was often very practical (see Matt. 21:2). 
A life modeled on Christ will therefore combine a sober recognition of the demonic realm with an earthy dose of 
good humor and common sense. The story is told of a famous preacher who woke in the night to see a terrifying 
demonic manifestation at the end of his bed. “Oh,” he said, “it’s only you!” and went back to sleep. “There are two 
equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils,” observed C. S. Lewis. “One is to disbelieve 
in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves 
are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.” (C. S. Lewis, The 
Screwtape Letters [London: Fount, 1986], 9)

Martin Luther once poked fun at the extremism of many of his contemporaries, saying that they resembled drunken 
peasants who fall off a donkey and then remount only to slide off the other side. When it comes to spiritual warfare, 
the key is to stay balanced and avoid swinging wildly between extremes. On one side of the donkey (so to speak), 
there are many today who take Satan and demons far too seriously, spending more of their time thinking, talking, and 
praying about complicated spiritual infrastructures and intercessory technologies than they do in simply talking to the 
Lord Jesus Himself and absorbing His Word. The New Testament scholar N. T. Wright helpfully reminds us that 
“because of what Jesus did on the cross, the powers and authorities are a beaten, defeated lot, so that [no one] who 
belongs to Jesus need be overawed by them again.” (N. T. Wright, The Epistles of Paul to the Colossians and to 
Philemon: An Introductory Commentary [Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986], 114.) On the other side of 
the donkey, there are those who have given up believing in anything so primitive or uncomfortable as demons and 
spiritual warfare. But this is neither intellectually necessary nor consistent with the biblical worldview.

The Call to Stand. — The passage of Scripture quoted more often than any other in relation to spiritual warfare is 
Ephesians 6:11–18, and yet it is almost entirely about spiritual resistance rather than attack. In these eight verses, the 
apostle Paul tells the Ephesians no fewer than four times simply to stand their ground!

Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes . . . so that when the day of 
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then.
—vv. 11–14, (emphasis added)

Paul’s emphasis here is on courageous resistance. There is no license in the text for that common kind of macho 
militancy which continually (and unwisely) picks fights with the devil in prayer. Both the apostles Peter and Jude 
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
October 25, 2020

21st Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Deuteronomy 34:1–12;                                             
Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17 (UMH 789);                       

1 Thessalonians 2:1–8;                                             
Matthew 22:34–46

 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Suffering and the Reality of Spiritual Warfare
warn against rebuking the demonic realm in prayer. Jude teaches that “even the archangel Michael, when he was 
disputing with the devil . . . did not himself dare to condemn him for slander but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’ ” (Jude 
1:9). If the archangel Michael did not dare to rebuke the devil, but instead prayed that the Lord would do it, how much 
more should we beware arrogance and even discourtesy in spiritual warfare. In his book Needless Casualties of War, 
John Paul Jackson cautions us thus: “Courtesy is the hallmark of God’s Kingdom. Discourtesy is the trademark of 
Satan’s. When contending with the devil, Jesus spoke firmly but with the utmost respect. He did not revile when 
answering Satan’s temptations. Nor did Jesus speak rudely, disrespectfully, or call Satan demeaning names. Rather, 
Jesus simply quoted Scripture to rebuke the devil.”

There is a place for aggression against the enemy, using the “sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 
6:17), but that is the only piece of military hardware Paul lists with which we can mount an attack. No spears. No 
flaming arrows. No battering rams. Just the Word of God (this was also Christ’s approach against Satan in the 
wilderness). A balanced posture in spiritual warfare will predominantly consist of standing firm against Satan and, 
when we must attack, simply wielding the Word of God.

On one occasion, Jesus informs Peter that Satan has requested to “sift” him like wheat. “I have prayed for you, Simon,” 
He says, “that your faith may not fail” (Luke 22:31–32). When Satan is sifting your life—tempting, attacking, and 
attempting to undermine your faith—sometimes instead of delivering you immediately from evil, Jesus will intercede 
for you in the midst of your trials. Indeed, the mere fact that you are reading this now and still standing in spite of so 
many trials may well be an answer to Christ’s prayers “that your faith may not fail.”

The Bible explains this strange state of affairs—God’s plans sometimes being thwarted—in terms of ongoing spiritual 
warfare. It is entirely possible, therefore, that some of our prayers currently remain unanswered because of direct 
satanic resistance. Our lives may also be attracting specific spiritual attacks because of the stand we are taking for 
Jesus, and if this is the case, there may be some encouragement in understanding that it is not God who is letting us 
down. “When God’s people are called upon to pass through severe sufferings and tribulation,” says the theologian 
George Eldon Ladd, “they should remember that God has not abandoned them, but that their sufferings are due to the 
fact that they no longer belong to This Age and therefore are the object of its hostility.” (George Eldon Ladd, The 
Gospel of the Kingdom [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1959], 39.)

As objects of hostility, our call is to stand firm, never doubting the reality of the battle raging against our lives, nor the 
victory that is ours to come.

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

