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“Bad Landlord or Bad Tenants?”
Matthew 21:33-46 Now
listen to another story. A
certain landowner planted a
Special points of interest:
vineyard, built a wall
* “Bad Landlord or Bad around it, dug a pit for
Tenants?”
pressing out the grape juice,
and built a lookout tower.
* Crossword - “Fall Fair”
Then he leased the vineyard
to tenant farmers and moved
* Announcements and
to another country. 34 At the
Devotions!
time of the grape harvest, he
sent his servants to collect
* ARUMC Stage 2.5
his share of the crop. 35 But
Guidance
the farmers grabbed his
* Youth & Treehouse Kids
servants, beat one, killed
Events at Magnolia FUMC
one, and stoned another.
36 So the landowner sent a
* Liturgical Colors and Misc.
larger group of his servants
to collect for him, but the
results were the same.
37 Finally, the owner sent his
son, thinking, ‘Surely they
will respect my son.’ 38 “But
when the tenant farmers saw
his son coming, they said to
one another, ‘Here comes
the heir to this estate. Come
on, let’s kill him and get the
estate for ourselves!’ 39 So
Inside this issue:
they grabbed him, dragged
“ B a d L a n d l o r d o r B a d him out of the vineyard, and
Tenants?”
1 murdered him. 40 “When the
owner of the vineyard
Crossword: “Fall Fair”
2
returns,” Jesus asked,
Announcements3 “what do you think he will
do to those farmers?” 41 The
Crossword Puzzle
religious leaders replied,
Solution, and much more
“He will put the wicked men
Sermon Continued:
4-5 to a horrible death and
lease the vineyard to others
ARUMC Stage 2.5 Guidance who will give him his share
6
of the crop after each
harvest.” 42 Then Jesus
Youth & Treehouse Kids
Events at Magnolia FUMC 7 asked them, 'Didn’t you ever

read this in the Scriptures?
‘The stone that the builders
rejected has now become the
cornerstone. This is the
Lord’s doing, and it is
wonderful to see.’ 43 I tell
you, the Kingdom of God
will be taken away from you
and given to a nation that
will produce the proper
f r u i t . 44 A n y o n e w h o
stumbles over that stone will
be broken to pieces, and it
will crush anyone it falls
on.” 45 When the leading
priests and Pharisees heard
this parable, they realized
he was telling the story
against them—they were the
wicked farmers. 46 They
wanted to arrest him, but
they were afraid of the
crowds, who considered
Jesus to be a prophet. (NLT)

one of the upstairs rooms
and told me dear Mrs.
Woods had a spare room at
an affordable price. Having
little to no money, I
decided to go for it.
I was soon to discover why
this room was so
reasonably priced! After
ascending the rickety stairs
on the back of an old house
in Marietta, I found that the
available room was a tiny
space off another small
room. This house was one
that seemingly had not
received any updates since
the 1950s at best! Let me
describe my deluxe
accommodations to you:
Within my room-to-be was
a single working electrical
outlet, the shared shower
and commode were
ancient by modern
standards, and the airconditioning for the rooms
was provided by one small
window unit. It should go
without saying that this
would have been
inadequate in the hot and
humid Georgia summers,
to say the least. By the
way, the windows could
barely even be cracked
open, as if that would help
in the sweltering 100+
degree
Georgia
temperatures! To enter my
room required that I walk
through my friend’s

Years ago, I experienced one
of several devastating
financial and professional
heartaches. This particular
one occurred in Newport,
Kentucky. As a result, I was
left with no job and no place
to live. I decided to move
back to the community in
Marietta, Georgia, that I had
come to love during my
days at Life University.
Once there, I secured a very
low-paying job as a security
guard, and a friend of mine
(Craig) helped me find a
place to lay my weary head
in an old house owned by a
Mrs. Woods. At the time, he equally small space to
was “living” (existing) in get to my place.
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“Fall Fair” —- Crossword Puzzle
73. Let Loose
74. * They are revealed
brilliantly in Foliage in
the Fall

Television Trivia
Challenge: "What
show was ___-up of
daytime dramas?"
33. Church areas (var.
Down
sp.)
1. * Fall Freezer
35. It'll make "rient"
2. Character on "The
Hungry
Addams Family" (TV)
36. "Bolero" (1984)
3. Point on a Compass
name
4. "___ Town" (1940)
38. Wrongdoing
5. World org.
40. Climbing plant
6. End-of-Work-Week
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flankers of ".G.I."
43. Mr. Ericsson
7. He (Initials) starred
49. Immediately
on "Barney Miller" (TV)
51. Tractor Trailer
8. Veneration
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Convention: "Did they
10. Certain person living
sign with Decca ___?"
in the UK
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54. Part of the title of
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41.
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45.
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what
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the
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32. Mr. Milne
from Fall's harvest
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*
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34. Swept through
32. Heard at a
72.
Doctors'
gr.
37. Ballesteros the Golfer
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October 2020 News and Announcements
“Lay Servant Ministry” What
is Lay Servant Ministry? To me,
Lay Servant Ministry is a
powerful way to explore God’s
calling on your life and to be
able to best use the gifts and
talents you have been blessed
with! This can be a powerful
tool to make you the best
Sunday school teacher, Bible
Study leader, or even explore
your calling to pastoral ministry.
Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:
(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This
course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries.
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal
spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance
of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders,
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being
part of a group that holds members accountable in their
discipleship
(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all
adults.
"Adult students come with their own agendas and will connect
learning to what's going on in their lives," writes Bruce. "They
learn what they want to learn." Both facts present challenge
and great opportunity to teachers, according to Bruce. "Adults
are eager to learn and are searching for meaning, but we must
break through their initial reluctance to encourage them to
think, question, and make connections."
Based on some of the latest theories about faith development
and learning, Start Here offers practical, down-to-earth
strategies designed for teaching adults. Whether you're a
Sunday school teacher, a Bible study teacher or a teacher in
another setting, you'll find instruction in creating environments
where adults grow in faith through your guidance.
Topics in Start Here include:
•
planning a lesson
•
dealing with disagreement in class
•
information about adult faith development
•
creating an environment that galvanizes faith formation
and faith sharing
•
methods to engage a variety of learning styles
•
the latest data in how adults learn
•
using learning hooks to increase participation
(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization.

What we believe about God and God’s relation to the world
shapes who we are and how we organize our church. The Method
of Our Mission, especially written for United Methodist classes,
uses a Wesleyan theological frame to help readers understand
United Methodism’s principles and structure, and the relationship
between our beliefs, mission, and practice. The book is arranged
into four parts—United Methodist beliefs, mission, practice, and
organization.
This textbook has been updated with changes from the 2016
General Conference."
(4) Preaching - Beginning 10/4, 4:00-5:00 pm, over 5 weeks,
also includes 1 hr video to be watched prior to this time each
week for discussion. All 10 hours must be completed for credit.
Participants in this class will watch a video on their own each
week that will include 20 minutes of preaching instruction, a 20
minute interview with a published teacher/practitioner, and 20
minutes of viewing sermons from well known preachers.
Discussion will take place during the one hour zoom call each.
Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: Delivering an
Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony Franks.
(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to
reach? A movement of United Methodists who have decided to
keep our focus on the main thing: making disciples of Jesus
Christ. We will work on Intentional Discipleship Systems and
why we need them.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Fall Fair”
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“Bad Landlord or Bad Tenants?”
Did I mention the heat? I don’t remember too much else
about the place, but I will never forget the incredible
heat and humidity in those rooms. It was so hot and
unpleasant that Craig and I often joked that Mrs.
Woods’ house was most likely built over the gateway to
hell itself and, we amused ourselves with the mental
image of Mrs. Woods stoking the fires of Hades below
this elevated place of torment.

bad enough, they had ignored his warnings of
eviction and murdered every agent (prophet) that
God had sent to represent his interests.

Did the small air conditioner help? I’m not sure
because we did not dare to turn it on after Mrs. Woods
warned us that our rent would drastically increase if we
used it. And yes, she could hear the old window a.c.
unit whenever we turned it on! So we profusely sweated
ourselves to a less than restful sleep each and every day
until the colder Fall Season had finally arrived with
cooler temperatures!

God was, and is, no slumlord. Israel, however, was
an unfaithful, unfruitful tenant. The time of an
eviction had come. The time for new faith-filled,
Jesus-following tenants had arrived.

Although not quite a slumlord, Mrs. Woods certainly
could have earned a solid runner-up for, at least, the
“Bad Landlord of the Year” award!
Such landlord/tenant problems are nothing new. In the
gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers a parable about an
awful relationship between a landlord and his tenants.
However, in Jesus' story, it's not the landlord who
abuses his power and fails to care for those living on his
land. No, it's the tenants who take advantage of the
landowner's trust and generosity.
As this account opens, Jesus was nearing the end of his
earthly ministry, and He was determined to make things
painfully clear to all around Him, both His friends and
enemies alike, by telling this finger-pointing parable. In
doing so, he mentally moved the religious leaders from
the cool breeze coming off the Sea of Galilee to the
searing heat of Mrs. Wood’s second story broiler to
cook them for a while!
The message of this parable was abundantly clear! God
is like a landlord who leased his vineyard, His
Kingdom, to Israel as laborers. The time had come for
God to demand fruit from his workers. He wanted to
see faithful actions, repentance of sins, and trust in his
messengers. He wanted his vineyard to produce fruit
that would leave the boundaries of the kingdom walls
and fill the entire world with the goodness of what he
grows. But rather than produce a hearty crop for the
owner, the vineyard's residents had been found sitting
on their hands with nothing to show! As if that weren't

I can almost imagine Jesus saying to these religious
leaders, “Times up guys! The Kingdom of God will
be taken away from you and given to a nation that
will produce the proper fruit." (Matthew 21:43)

Not too long after saying all of this, Jesus would be
arrested. Go figure!
Be careful now; it would be really easy for us to
look back at Jesus’ words as a rebuke of those
religious leaders and nothing more. But if the truth
were to be told, it’s also a warning for us. I’m not
saying that we’re going to get evicted from the
Kingdom of God, but it is some sobering instruction
for us!
Just as the religious leaders and the people of Israel
were the fortunate tenants who had been blessed
richly and had a responsibility to be fruitful, so we
too have been blessed. With that blessing, we should
do something with what we have been blessed with.
So what have we been blessed with?
In addition to many good people…
1.) We have been blessed with — The Gospel of
Jesus Christ and
2.) We have been blessed with — Many worldly
goods!
Both of these come from God, and both are to be
used in service to God:
1.) The Gospel - The gospel is the message that
despite humankind's universal rebellion against
God's authority, God desires a reconciled
relationship with us. God has pursued us through the
sending of his Son and made reconciliation possible
through Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. Because
of His sacrifice on Calvary, the entire world is now
welcome to enter the vineyard by grace through faith
Continued on Page 5
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“Bad Landlord or Bad Tenants?”
and labor under God's love.
2.) Our Worldly Goods - We must also recognize that
all things, the clothes on our backs, the dollars in our
wallets, and even the rented ceilings above our heads
belong to God and are on loan to us from God.
But as you should have noticed in the parable, it takes
more than simply acknowledging that God is the owner
of all things and knowing how blessed you are to be
considered faithful. The first-century religious leaders
hearing Jesus' parable understood all that, but they did
nothing with it! However, a good tenant, i.e., a good
steward, does something with the gospel and with his or
her goods. A good steward produces a crop and makes
sure that what comes forth from his or her life brings a
blessing to the world.
I. Let me ask you some uncomfortable questions about
the Gospel:
1.) When was the last time you invited someone to
church with you?
2.) Have you gotten to the place where you can pray
for someone or serve here in the ministry?
3.) Is there growth in the knowledge of your faith?
Same spot for years?
4.) If called upon, could you even begin to defend
your faith?
II. Let me ask you some questions about your world
goods:
1.) How are you doing at managing your worldly
goods?
2.) Is there anyone who could tell a story of being
blessed by your generous sharing of goods at a time
when their own vineyard felt empty and bare?
3.) When was the last time some of your stuff —
correction, God's property — blessed anyone other than
you and yours?
4.) Are we producing a crop? Let’s be honest; What
do we have to show for the vineyard we're in? Would
that be less than what we would be satisfied with
someone else’s efforts?
Another painful truth is that too many of us tend to live
like "spiritual squatters,” inhabiting a kingdom that isn't

ours and refusing to give God much of anything in
return.
It's an easy trap to fall into, I know! Just ask the
renters in Jesus' story. When the owner seems to be
gone for any period, i.e., off in another country or
seated in heaven, it would be easy to wrongly
assume that he's never coming back for his property
or that he really doesn't care about it. As a result of
such thinking, we live as though we can do what we
want with it. Yet we can’t and we shouldn’t!
If we were to write an honest posting about
ourselves as tenants in God's Kingdom, workers in
his vineyard, what would we say?
What kind of tenants are we?
- Would we be honest enough to admit that we are,
at times, incredibly ungrateful?
- How about terribly unfruitful?
- Would we confess that we tend to live as if
everything we've been lent by God is actually
ours to keep or hoard?
We have been entrusted with much. We are the new
inhabitants of God's incredible vineyard. We need to
be fruitful in our daily lives. It's time to be good
stewards. "The season for fruit" has drawn near
(Matthew 21:43). No, God won't take our place in
the Kingdom away from us. But God still expects
much from us.
• We've been given the gospel of peace!
• We've been entrusted with material possessions.
So, whether we live in a place like Mrs. Woods’
apartment from Hades or a 5,000 square-foot airconditioned mansion, let’s use whatever we’ve got to
bear some delicious fruit in the Kingdom of God.
So don’t be a bad tenant in God’s Kingdom!
Always remember, you have been blessed to be a
blessing, so be one!
Pastor Gary
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September 13, 2020
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
I continue to be grateful for the outstanding and responsible leadership you have given your congregation
and community since early March. The Covid-19 pandemic has stretched and stressed you, unleashed your
creativity and exhausted you, and been difficult and demonstrated that being the Body of Christ matters
more than having Church. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
I am writing to offer you my latest guidance concerning indoor in-person gatherings.
As you know, ARUMC Stage 2 has allowed for a maximum of 50 people utilizing the “36 sq. ft. bubble”. I
now believe it is appropriate to implement ARUMC Stage 2.5. This keeps all previous guidance in place,
including mandatory “36 sq. ft. bubbles,” masks, and sanitation. However, there will no longer be a
maximum number of people allowed to gather. Rather, the size of the room will now determine the
number of people that can attend indoor in-person gatherings.
Calculating the number of “bubbles” in rooms. Calculate the number of “bubbles” you can fit in a room
by taking the square footage of a room and dividing it by 36, which provides for 6 ft by 6 ft physical
distancing. This is the maximum number of people who can attend in-person events in this room.
Calculating the number of “bubbles” in sanctuaries and worship centers. This involves two separate
calculations. First, calculate the number of 36 sq. ft. “bubbles” that can be fit in the area where worship
leaders are located. This is the maximum number of pastors, liturgists, musicians, and worship leaders
who can fit in the chancel or on the stage. Second, calculate the number of “36 sq. ft. bubbles” that can be
fit into the sanctuary or worship center seating area. This is the maximum number of worshippers who can
attend worship at any one time.
Adjusting your calculations for family units of two or more. You will have to make two adjustments
because of families that want to sit together. The first is to create a bigger “bubble” to accommodate more
people. The second is to make sure you have six feet in every direction between “bubbles.” You may want
to create bigger “bubbles” as you plan for in-person events. This adjustment may result in fewer
“bubbles” in the room, but allow more people to attend.
I continue to pray for you. Let me know what the Conference Staff, District Mission Strategists and I can
do to support you as you make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to
transform lives, communities and the world.
Grace and peace,
Gary E. Mueller
Bishop
Continued on Page 8
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lectionary Texts for this Week
October 11, 2020

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

19th Sunday After Pentecost

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Exodus 32:1–14;
Psalm 106:1–6, 19–23 (UMH 829);
Philippians 4:1–9;
Matthew 22:1–14
Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and
generally of living things and the promise of new
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6)
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Something About Something
Oct 7, 2020 | Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional
What would you do if you could do anything in the world? End childhood
hunger? Reconcile with someone you’ve been estranged from? Change
hardened hearts into compassionate hearts? Bring about a more just world?
Heal someone who is sick? Your list probably includes lots of things, many
of which you think are too big for you to do. But that’s not true, because
you can always do something about something. It may be taking the first
step in seeking reconciliation. Or helping at your church’s food pantry. Or
speaking up when you hear a racist remark. Or reaching out to pray with
someone who is sick.
Remember, Jesus isn’t asking you to fix the world’s problems – he just wants you to act like
you believe he is.
Grace and peace,

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop

