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Matthew 21:23-32 When 
Jesus returned to the Temple 
and began teaching, the 
leading priests and elders 
came up to him. They 
d e m a n d e d , “ B y w h a t 
authority are you doing all 
these things? Who gave you 
the right?” 24 “I’ll tell you 
by what authority I do these 
things if you answer one 
question,” Jesus replied. 
25 “Did John’s authority to 
baptize come from heaven, 
or was it merely human?” 
They talked it over among 
themselves. “If we say it 
was from heaven, he will ask 
us why we didn’t believe 
John. 26 But if we say it was 
merely human, we’ll be 
mobbed because the people 
b e l i e v e J o h n w a s a 
prophet.” 27 So they finally 
replied, “We don’t know.” 
And Jesus responded, “Then 
I won’t tell you by what 
authority I do these things.

[Parable of the Two Sons]

28 “But what do you think 
about this? A man with two 
sons told the older boy, 
‘Son, go out and work in the 
vineyard today.’ 29 The son 
answered, ‘No, I won’t go,’ 
but later he changed his 
mind and went anyway. 
30 Then the father told the 
other son, ‘You go,’ and he 
said, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ But he 
didn’t go. 31 “Which of the 
two obeyed his father?” 
They replied, “The first.” 

Then Jesus explained his 
meaning: “I tell you the 
truth, corrupt tax collectors 
and prostitutes will get into 
the Kingdom of God before 
you do. 32 For John the 
Baptist came and showed 
you the right way to live, but 
you didn’t believe him, while 
t a x c o l l e c t o r s a n d 
prostitutes did. And even 
w h e n y o u s a w t h i s 
happening, you refused to 
believe him and repent of 
your sins.”  (NLT)

Vince Lombardi, the great 
football coach of the 1960s, 
had a saying about giving 
up: "Winners never quit, and 
quitters never win."

Stirring words, for sure, but 
not necessarily right in all 
situations!  

After a l l , i f you qui t 
something that is bad for 
you and replace it with 
something good, then you’ll 
be on the path to winning!

All through history, winners 
have quit one thing and 
moved on to another: 

1.) Matthew tells us that 
Jesus "left Nazareth and 
m a d e h i s h o m e i n 
Capernaum by the sea," 
where he began his ministry 
(4:13). 

2.) Simon Peter and Andrew 
quit fishing and followed 

Jesus (4:20). 

3.) Saul quit "breathing 
threats and murder against 
the disciples of the Lord" 
and became an apostle 
(Acts 9:1-22). 

And the qui t t ing has 
continued, right up to the 
present day: 

1.) Abraham Lincoln quit 
being the owner of a 
general store and entered 
politics. 

2.) Julia Childs quit being 
an OSS intelligence officer 
and became a world-
famous cook. 

3.) Harrison Ford quit 
b e i n g a p r o f e s s i o n a l 
carpenter when he was 
offered a part in a little 
movie called Star Wars. 

4.) “Grandma” Moses quit 
selling potato chips and 
began to paint ... at age 80.

Not that I’m in the same 
category as these folks and 
biblical heroes of the faith, 
but I quit two professions 
and left a house to answer 
the call to ministry!

Clearly, quitters sometimes 
win when they discover the 
blessings of giving up.

Jesus told a story to the 
chief priests and the elders 
of the people. It was a tale 



“Flowers” —- Crossword Puzzle
2 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 2 Issue 39

Across 

1. * April showers bring ___ 
flowers!
4. * Gardener's comment: "I 
want to ___ some flowers to 
create a gorgeous bouquet."
8. Sharif of the Silver Screen
12. Salad Dressing ingredient
13. * Type of #30D
15. * Romantic flowers
17. Tropical bird
18. * Beautiful flower in a 
garden
19. * Flower Pot, with Terra
20. * Holland flower
22. Terminate, minus the "se"
23. * Like flowers at a 
florist's ...but backwards?
24. Stead
26. Title for Paul 
McCartney ...all jumbled up?
28. Fish eggs
29. * Lovely-colored flowers

32. "All the Young ___" (Song 
by Mott the Hoople)
34. * Flowers are often 
depicted in it
35. * A flower grows on a 
plant which might grow from a 
bulb or a what?
37. Bounced cheque letters
38. Promo in the newspaper
40. Camping's follower
42. * Droop, like a flower
44. Ms. Spelling
46. notniH .sM
47. Sports org.
50. Went down the snowy hill
53. Disguise part
54. Deciduous tree
56. * These flowers can be of 
various colors
58. Address Abbr.
60. Commotion
61. Told a Tale ...but 
backwards?
62. * Type of flower: Forget-

__-___
64. Jet's partner
66. * Flower part
70. * Plant that has 
reddish-orange flowers 
(bkwds.)
71. Dreaded bacteria
73. ___-de-France 
(Historical region of 
France)
74. Shoe material
75. Room: French
76. Cacharel perfume
77. Mix the ingredients
78. Farm sounds
79. Barbie's crush

Down 

1. Castle protection
2. Aboriginal person of 
Japan
3. * regiT htiw ,rewolf fo 
epyT
4. * Flowers in Flanders 
Fields
5. Anger
6. * Showy flowers
7. Cows, archaically
8. * Some flowers
9. Sounds from #7D
10. * Flowers of the Fall
11. 70's fashions, for 
example
14. Horsecarts (bkwds.)
16. Umpire's call!
21. Sick
25. Summer: French
27. * Some flowers need 
lots of it, while others 
don't
29. * Place for the bouquet 
at #4A
30. * Flower with sword-
shaped leaves

31. Baseball legend
33. Immature newt
36. Movie of 1981, with 
Boot
38. Song for a solo 
voice
39. * What the gardener 
does before planting the 
flowers
41. Compass point
43. * Funnel-shaped 
flower
45. Be indebted to
48. * Low-growing 
shrub with pinkish-
purple flowers
49. Math acronym
51. Suffix to "Material"
52. * Wild flowers
54. * Plant that has 
yellowish flowers: Herb 
___
55. * Flower gardeners 
might fill watering cans 
from these
57. Building 
extension ...in reverse?
58. * Said in Spring: "I 
___ anxious to see how 
those flower bulbs we 
planted will grow as you 
are."
59. Planet
63. Prefix to 
"logy" ...but it's in 
reverse?
65. "RSSU eht ni 
___" :gnos seltaeB
67. * Pretty flower color
68. * Succulent plant 
with flowers
69. Svelte
72. Completely 
(bkwds.)
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October 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Lay Servant Ministry” What 
is Lay Servant Ministry? To me, 
Lay Servant Ministry is a 
powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be 
able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed 
with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best 
Sunday school teacher, Bible 
Study leader, or even explore 
your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This 
course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal 
spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance 
of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, 
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being 
part of a group that holds members accountable in their 
discipleship

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

"Adult students come with their own agendas and will connect 
learning to what's going on in their lives," writes Bruce. "They 
learn what they want to learn." Both facts present challenge 
and great opportunity to teachers, according to Bruce. "Adults 
are eager to learn and are searching for meaning, but we must 
break through their initial reluctance to encourage them to 
think, question, and make connections."

Based on some of the latest theories about faith development 
and learning, Start Here offers practical, down-to-earth 
strategies designed for teaching adults. Whether you're a 
Sunday school teacher, a Bible study teacher or a teacher in 
another setting, you'll find instruction in creating environments 
where adults grow in faith through your guidance.

Topics in Start Here include:
•        planning a lesson
•        dealing with disagreement in class
•        information about adult faith development
•        creating an environment that galvanizes faith formation 
and faith sharing
•        methods to engage a variety of learning styles
•        the latest data in how adults learn
•        using learning hooks to increase participation

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

Volume 2 Issue 39

What we believe about God and God’s relation to the world 
shapes who we are and how we organize our church. The Method 
of Our Mission, especially written for United Methodist classes, 
uses a Wesleyan theological frame to help readers understand 
United Methodism’s principles and structure, and the relationship 
between our beliefs, mission, and practice. The book is arranged 
into four parts—United Methodist beliefs, mission, practice, and 
organization. 

This textbook has been updated with changes from the 2016 
General Conference."

(4) Preaching - Beginning 10/4, 4:00-5:00 pm, over 5 weeks, 
also includes 1 hr video to be watched prior to this time each 
week for discussion.  All 10 hours must be completed for credit. 
Participants in this class will watch a video on their own each 
week that will include 20 minutes of preaching instruction, a 20 
minute interview with a  published teacher/practitioner, and 20 
minutes of viewing sermons from well known preachers. 
Discussion will take place during the one hour zoom call each. 
Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: Delivering an 
Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach? A movement of United Methodists who have decided to 
keep our focus on the main thing: making disciples of Jesus 
Christ. We will work on Intentional Discipleship Systems and 
why we need them.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Flowers”
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Continued on Page 5

of a man with two sons who are needed to work in his 
vineyard. This father goes to the first and says, "Son, go 
out and work in the vineyard today." The son doesn't 
want to quit what he’s doing, so he answers, “No, I 
won’t go.” 

But later he changes his mind, quits what he is doing, 
and goes out to work.

The father goes to the second son, makes the same 
request, and the second son answers, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ In 
his enthusiastic response, he seems like a real winner. 
But he fails to go out and work in the vineyard (v. 30).

So, Jesus asks, "Which of the two did the will of his 
father?" (v. 31). Which one is the real winner? 

"The first," answered the chief priests and the elders. 
They understand that the son who quits what he is 
doing and goes out to work in the vineyard is the real 
winner. 

Discovering what you need to do is the upside of giving 
up!

“I tell you the truth,” says Jesus to the religious leaders, 
“[the] corrupt tax collectors and prostitutes will get 
into the Kingdom of God before you do." (v. 31).

Can you imagine the faces of the religious leaders at 
such a comment?  "What?" snorted the chief priests and 
the elders. "People like that can't be winners.” In longer 
words than this, Jesus basically said, “Oh yes, they 
can!”

Jesus said, “For John the Baptist came and showed you 
the right way to live, but you didn’t believe him, while 
tax collectors and prostitutes did." (v. 32). 

These folks saw the truth of what John was saying, and 
they discovered what they needed to do. 

But the chief priests and the elders did not see this 
truth! Jesus told them, “And even when you saw this 
happening, you refused to believe him and repent of 
your sins.” (v. 32). 

Because of their Jewish heritage, the priests and elders 
were so sure that they were winners that they did not 
see the need to quit what they were doing, change their 
minds and believe him.

Often it is the quitters, the ones willing to change, 
who lead the way into the kingdom of God. 

So how do we know when it’s time to give up? 

Here are three hints that it’s time to quit:

I. Hint number one: It’s time to quit your current 
course of action when you sense that God is 
speaking to your heart! I knew that God was calling 
me into full-time ministry way back in 2004. 
Melissa and I had been married for 6-months, and 
we just bought a small house in Camden, Arkansas. I 
was a sergeant on the Camden Police Department 
with good benefits, a possible promotion in a few 
years to Lieutenant, and a good retirement. We had 
just moved into our home, and within 6-weeks or so, 
I got a call from my district superintendent about a 
full-time church charge in Junction City, Arkansas. 
We just bought a house, so what do we do? Pray, and 
pray some more! I’ll bet you can guess the answer to 
our 24-hour prayer!  

You know it's time to quit if you take the time to 
discern God’s will for your life, rather than let your 
fears overtake you! You’ll also discover that you 
might just be happier without your current 
profession, house, or whatever else you have or are 
doing at the time. Finding your true passion is the 
blessing of giving up!

II. Hint Number Two: You find yourself at a 
crossroads in life. 

When Jesus entered the temple that day, the chief 
priests and the elders came to him with a question 
that was designed to trick him, “By what authority 
are you doing all these things? Who gave you the 
right?” (v. 23) Jesus’ answer left them with no other 
honest and intelligent response, but to admit that He 
was the Messiah! But they were stubborn to their 
own detriment! They were at a spiritual crossroads 
in which they should have rethought their direction 
and considered the truth of who Jesus was and what 
He was calling them to do. But they foolishly 
skipped over “Maybe” and went straight to, “No!”
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“Quitters Sometimes Win!”
Instead of quitting their current course, they remained 
stuck on the path that would eventually lead them to plot 
Jesus' death (Matthew 26:3-4).

How about you?  

• Has God placed a call on your life for repentance? 

• Has God placed a call on your life to share the 
Gospel?

• Has God placed a call on your life to take a step of 
faith into ministry?

• Has God placed a call on your life to join this body of 
believers?

or…

• Are you looking for any reason, good or bad, to avoid 
recognizing the identity of Jesus and His call on your 
life?

As we prayed about our move from Camden, our home, 
and my profession, Melissa and I couldn’t clearly see 
the complete path that God had set before us. God just 
called for us to take a step of faith and we did!  If God 
calls you to make a change, then prayerfully consider 
yielding yourself to His calling and taking a step of 
faith, whatever that might be!

III. Hint Number Three: You've been avoiding what 
God wants you to do. In the parable, the first son 
declines his father's request to work in the vineyard, 
saying, "I will not" (v. 29). On a spiritual level, we 
might say that he was avoiding what God wanted him to 
do. But then he dropped his resistance, changed his 
mind, and went out to work in the vineyard. We face the 
very same challenge, although we don't always receive 
completely clear guidance about how to work in God's 
Kingdom. It is one step at a time!

Are you avoiding what God has been calling you to do?  
If so, then you are not alone!  Many believers have done 
their fair share of running away from God’s call down 
through the centuries!

So what should we do? Fortunately, some good advice 
comes from a 16th-century fellow by the name of Saint 

Ignatius of Loyola: 

1.) Clarify the Goal: To be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. With this goal in mind, we can make several 
choices about how we will achieve this goal, and 
every choice should move us a little closer to God. 
The important thing is, to begin with, the goal in 
mind: to follow Christ into an ever deeper and more 
loving relationship with God.

2.) Think it Through: Once the goal of being a 
disciple is made clear, you can tackle the 
complexities of decision-making. This is when you 
can figure out how to stop avoiding what God wants 
you to do and how to start working in God's 
vineyard. 

a.) Pros and Cons - If you're trying to decide 
between two activities, list the pros and cons, side-
by-side, on a sheet of paper. Weigh them out, but 
leave room for the miraculous that only God can do!  
We did that same thing with my police career and 
our home!

b.) Christian Conferencing - Ask some friends 
what they think. 

c.) Prayer - Set aside some time for prayer, talk to 
God about your choices and/or decision, and see if 
you are given greater clarity about your choice.

Conclusion: Quitting something to follow God’s 
lead puts us in a position to change our lives for the 
better. If we feel that we're avoiding what God 
wants us to do, we need to stop what we're doing, 
examine our goals, and rethink what it means to 
truly listen to God’s voice and calling. 

We should figure out what changes need to be made 
in order to start using our time and talents as 
workers in God's Kingdom. We need to pay attention 
to the small voice of the Spirit and make choices that 
will increase our faith, hope, and love.

The good news is that by quitting, we might, in fact, 
find the greatest joy in our lives. It's always a win-
win situation when we choose to follow Jesus and let 
Him guide our lives as His disciples! 

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!
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September 13, 2020

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I continue to be grateful for the outstanding and responsible leadership you have given your congregation 
and community since early March. The Covid-19 pandemic has stretched and stressed you, unleashed your 
creativity and exhausted you, and been difficult and demonstrated that being the Body of Christ matters 
more than having Church. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

I am writing to offer you my latest guidance concerning indoor in-person gatherings. 

As you know, ARUMC Stage 2 has allowed for a maximum of 50 people utilizing the “36 sq. ft. bubble”. I 
now believe it is appropriate to implement ARUMC Stage 2.5. This keeps all previous guidance in place, 
including mandatory “36 sq. ft. bubbles,” masks, and sanitation. However, there will no longer be a 
maximum number of people allowed to gather. Rather, the size of the room will now determine the 
number of people that can attend indoor in-person gatherings.

Calculating the number of “bubbles” in rooms. Calculate the number of “bubbles” you can fit in a room 
by taking the square footage of a room and dividing it by 36, which provides for 6 ft by 6 ft physical 
distancing. This is the maximum number of people who can attend in-person events in this room.
 
Calculating the number of “bubbles” in sanctuaries and worship centers. This involves two separate 
calculations. First, calculate the number of 36 sq. ft. “bubbles” that can be fit in the area where worship 
leaders are located. This is the maximum number of pastors, liturgists, musicians, and worship leaders 
who can fit in the chancel or on the stage. Second, calculate the number of “36 sq. ft. bubbles” that can be 
fit into the sanctuary or worship center seating area. This is the maximum number of worshippers who can 
attend worship at any one time. 
 
Adjusting your calculations for family units of two or more. You will have to make two adjustments 
because of families that want to sit together. The first is to create a bigger “bubble” to accommodate more 
people. The second is to make sure you have six feet in every direction between “bubbles.” You may want 
to create bigger “bubbles” as you plan for in-person events. This adjustment may result in fewer 
“bubbles” in the room, but allow more people to attend. 

I continue to pray for you. Let me know what the Conference Staff, District Mission Strategists and I can 
do to support you as you make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to 
transform lives, communities and the world.

Grace and peace,
Gary E. Mueller

Bishop
Continued on Page 8
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
October 4, 2020

18th Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20;                             
Psalm 19 (UMH 750);                                  
Philippians 3:4b-14;                                           
Matthew 21:33–46  

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

It Simply Changes Everything
Sep 28, 2020 | Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional

Hopefully, you already know that God loves you more passionately than you can 
imagine. Hopefully, you already know that God loves you enough to send Jesus to die for 
you so you can experience salvation, healing and new life. And hopefully, you already 
know that this is all a free gift and all you have to do is trust it by faith. Yes, hopefully 
you know all of this. Not just in your head, but also in your heart. Not just with your 
words, but enough that it changes how you think about your life, yourself and others. 
And not just some of the time, but every moment of every day. And here’s why. When 
you experience the fullness of God’s free gift of love for you, it simply changes 
everything.

Grace and peace,

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

