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Luke 10:25-37 One day an 
expert in religious law stood 
up to test Jesus by asking 
him this question: Teacher, 
what should I do to inherit 
eternal life? 26 Jesus replied, 
What does the law of Moses 
say? How do you read it? 27 
The man answered, You 
must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your 
soul, all your strength, and 
all your mind. And, Love 
your neighbor as yourself. 28 
Right! Jesus told him. Do 
this and you will live!  29 
The man wanted to justify 
his actions, so he asked 
Jesus, And who is my 
neighbor?  30 Jesus replied 
with a story: A Jewish man 
was traveling on a trip from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
he was attacked by bandits. 
They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him up, and 
left him half dead beside the 
road. 31 By chance a 
priest came along. 
But when he saw the 
man lying there, he 
crossed to the other 
side of the road and 
passed him by. 32 A 
Te m p l e a s s i s t a n t 
wa lked over and 
looked at him lying 
there, but he also passed by 
on the other side. 33 Then a 
despised Samaritan came 
along, and when he saw the 
man, he felt compassion for 
him. 34 Going over to him, 
the Samaritan soothed his 

wounds with olive oil and 
wine and bandaged them. 
Then he put the man on his 
own donkey and took him to 
an inn, where he took care 
of him. 35 The next day he 
handed the innkeeper two 
silver coins, telling him, 
Take care of this man. If his 
bill runs higher than this, 
I’ll pay you the next time 
I’m here.  36 Now which of 
these three would you say 
was a neighbor to the man 
w h o w a s a t t a c k e d b y 
bandits? Jesus asked. 37 The 
man replied, The one who 
showed him mercy. Then 
Jesus said, Yes, now go and 
do the same.

"Have you ever wanted to 
be a Superhero?"

Be honest now; you know 
you have!

Maybe you wanted to be 
l i k e S u p e r m a n . . . o r 
Batman...or Spiderman...or 
for the ladies, perhaps 
Wonder Woman or Super 
Woman!

For most folks, no matter 

what their age might be, 
that would have been a 
dream come true! 

Let’s imagine it together.

1.) Fighting the forces of 
evil with a “bif, bam, and 
pow!”

2.) Saving men, women, 
children, and furry little 
fores t creatures f rom 
certain doom!

3 . ) a n d b e s t o f 
al l . . .Looking great in 
Spandex tights!

Wow!

But just as quick as we 
might think about how cool 
i t would be to be a 
Superhero, we realize that 
it will never happen!

...Or could it happen?

A few years 
ago , comic -
book creator, 
Stan Lee and 
c o m p a n y 
created a 6-
week reality-
b a s e d 
t e l e v i s i o n 
series entitled, 

"Who Wants to Be a 
Superhero?"  

Perhaps you watched it 
too...

As a part of their initial 
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Across 
1. * Desert in North Africa
6. * Animal of Australia
13. Is indebted to
14. Strip the Skin off
16. Hospital professional
17. * Dessert Menu listing in 
Germany
20. * Last Name of an Actor 
born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland
21. Word with List
22. Cards shown in Bars, for 
short
23. * American movie of 
1989: "New York ___"
25. * Song by The Beatles, of 
Liverpool, England: "Back in 
the ___"
28. NHL official
29. Indefinite article
30. * Philosophical System of 
China
33. * City in southwestern 
Germany

38. Nair's competition
39. Falsehood
40. Hair Color changer
41. Dickens character
42. Position of leadership
44. * City on the Coast of 
California, in the United States
48. * The Cardiff International 
Airport in Wales is located in 
this town
51. Hosp. food
52. * America's legendary 
baseball player
53. Gift Tag word
54. * Rich Middle Eastern 
dessert
57. Mr. Young, and others
59. * "Yesterday" in Italy
61. Vegetable, minus the "on"
62. * Great artist from Tuscany
68. Common
69. Brand of a Bar of Soap
70. * Certain European
71. * Castle that Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth II really likes

72. * Brie is a what of 
France?
Down 
1. Word with Story
2. Pointed tool
3. * Song by The Yardbirds 
(Sixties band formed in 
Surrey, England)
4. Business talk: "I'm gonna 
be hired ___ of that firm 
one day --I just know it!"
5. Tenderness, without the 
"ection"
6. * Jim Morrison's grave 
site in France
7. Strong Solutions
8. Explosive letters
9. * State in SE Mexico, 
without the "atán"
10. * Manitoba in Canada
11. Nightfall, all shook up?
12. Looks
15. "The West Wing" (TV) 
name
18. * Martial Art of Japan
19. Close
23. Arrange
24. End of a Verb
26. * Locale of Brazil, for 
short
27. * Band that formed in 
New York, in the United 
States: ___ Youth
28. * Singer (Initials) born 
in London, England on 
January 10th, 1945
31. Ms. Hinton
32. * It's on the border of 
Nepal and Tibet: ___ 
Everest
34. * Island in the 
Indonesian archipelago
35. Promos
36. * Shag Rug made in 
Sweden
37. Countdown starter

41. * Russian 
physiologist
42. Period of Time, 
briefly
43. * Interjection heard 
in Canada
45. First-Aid completer, 
all jumbled up?
46. * Ms. Hagen, the 
Actress from Germany
47. * Initials of the 12th 
President of the United 
States
49. Word before What
50. * Title in Turkey
54. Word seen in a 
cooking recipe
55. * Opera by Giuseppe 
Verdi who was born in 
the Italian village of Le 
Roncole
56. * Herb that is 
indigenous to Egypt
57. * Popular band of the 
Eighties from England, 
with "Culture"
58. Heard in Summer: 
"___ cold glass of 
lemonade would quench 
my thirst right about 
now. Thank you!"
60. * Icelandic literary 
work
63. * Republic (for short) 
where there was a 
controversial war
64. * Hawaii in the 
United States, minus the 
"ha State"
65. * Rocky Island in 
San Francisco Bay in the 
United States, without 
the "atraz"
66. Type of lettuce
67. Ending to "Graph"
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November 2020 News and  Announcements 
Family Worship at Magnolia 
F i r s t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t 
Church!

The time is Here!

Starting November 1, from 
9:00am-9:30am. This family-
style worship service will be 
in the gym (Peace Hall), 
where families will sit 
together at tables to ensure 
social distancing. Coffee and 

doughnuts will be available!

This contemporary style service will allow families of all 
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church 
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their 
neighbors while the nursery remains closed. 

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You 
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with 
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from 
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a 
special treat for our families! 

We look forward to seeing you all back in church on 
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

What else is happening in our District?

“Lay Servant Ministry” What is Lay Servant Ministry? To 
me, Lay Servant Ministry is a powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best Sunday school teacher, Bible Study 
leader, or even explore your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

Volume 2 Issue 45

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This course 
is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

(4) Preaching - Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: 
Delivering an Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony 
Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach! 

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Trivia of the Nations!”
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search, they sent out nationwide notices stating they 
were looking for adults who had never lost that inner 
drive to be a Superhero.        

Those potential superheroes arrived in droves to 
audition for the show. They were decked-out as their 
own customized and personalized Superhero...complete 
with capes, utility belts, and weapons!

This massive field of contenders was finally narrowed 
down to 12 "wanna' be" Superheroes. But it quickly 
became 11, since one of them turned out to be a spy!  

The 11 remaining contestants were quickly reduced to 
10, when the "Superhero Levity" was eliminated for 
greedy motives that were not becoming of a true 
superhero!

Oh, and did I mention that the "Superhero" contenders 
were referred to by Stan Lee as "true believers"? Now 
that’s quite a remarkable coincidence! 

But it was one of the superhero challenges that really 
caught my attention!

Before I share that challenge with you, here's a quick 
superhero refresher course to make sure we're on the 
same page. We'll use Superman as our example...as 
everyone knows, most superheroes have their everyday 
normal identity, like mild-mannered Clark Kent! But 
when Clark saw a dangerous situation, he would 
immediately locate a telephone booth and change into 
Superman and then whisk off to save the day!   

Okay, back to the challenge, all of the superheroes on 
the show were given their own personal communicators 
and told to dress in their regular street clothes. They 
were also told to bring their superhero costumes with 
them. After arriving in a semi-crowded public place, 
Stan Lee gave them their briefing instructions...He said 
that when he individually contacted them on their 
communicators, they were to quickly find a private 
place to change and then swiftly run to the designated 
goal area...in true superhero style!  

1.) The superhero called, “Feedback” was the first 
one to get the call...

He changed behind a nearby Port-a-Potty and ran like 
the wind! But near the end of the public course, the 
crew had placed a young girl. This young lady was 

instructed to cry for her mother and shout that she 
was lost.

Feedback raced by her without stopping! Whoosh! 

2.) Later Monkey-Woman, complete with bright 
yellow bananas on her utility-belt, also raced by the 
little girl without stopping!  

3.) Major Victory, my favorite superhero of the 
group, stopped and theatrically asked, "Where is the 
mother of this child?" He then asked her to climb 
into his arms, and he carried her, in true superhero 
style, to help!

Three other Superheroes stopped to help her, each of 
them knowing that this would ruin their chances of 
achieving a fast run time on the course.  

After the challenge was over, Stan Lee gathered the 
superheroes back together again for an elimination 
match. He explained to them that the challenge was 
not about the person who was quickest at changing 
into their costume or the person with the fastest 
running time...it was about those who had the hearts 
of true superheroes...selflessly giving of themselves 
and risking their own wants and needs! Stan Lee 
said that a true superhero's heart puts his or her own 
goals and desires aside to show love and compassion 
to others!

Wow! Without quoting one verse of scripture, Stan 
Lee gave the heart of Jesus' message of the Good 
Samaritan!

Is it easy? No! Concerning this task, Major Victory 
said, "What Stan wants from us is to be super 
human!  I think it would easier for me to fly!"

Indeed, a real superhero for Christ is one with a 
heart like that.

It is a heart that has been transformed by the love of 
Christ; it is characterized by a life that has been 
given supernatural power to be victorious!

But all too often, we're like Major Victory; we feel 
that this task is way too hard. It's as if Jesus wants us 
to be superhuman!     
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Who Wants to Be a Superhero?
It's possible but, we're a little bit like Clark Kent with amnesia! We have forgotten to tap into the incredible 
power that God has left at our disposal!  In a way, God has called us to be "Supermen" and "Superwomen" of 
faith, walking in all of the power and authority that God has freely given to us!

If anyone had seemed to have had all the power that they needed, it would have been the disciples gathered 
around Jesus before to His ascension on the Mount of Olives, because they were true believers!  But Jesus knew 
that they would need more than salvation to be victorious in the mission He had given to them!

This is what Jesus said, Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry (wait) you 
in the city of Jerusalem, until you are endued (clothed) with power from on high. And later in Act 1:8, Jesus said, 
But you shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  

This passage reminds me of the old American Express credit card commercial, "Don't leave home without it!" 
Jesus was saying to them, and us,  "Don't leave Jerusalem without this power!" 

John Wesley referred to this Holy Spirit Baptism as the Second Blessing (the 1st blessing being Salvation).  He 
also referred to the second blessing as love made perfect!

Let me tell you what the love of a true Christian "Superhero" does and doesn’t do:

1.) It doesn't keep walking when it sees a need. It is a love that stops and helps in whatever way that is needed!

2.) It is not a flighty sort of earthly love that changes its mind at the drop of a hat!  It is a love that endures by 
faith through all things!

3.) It's not a wimpy love that lets people die in their sins, but it is a love that tells them the Good News of 
Christ's love.

4.) It’s not a love that lets evil win by default! It is a love that clothes itself with the armor of light, putting on 
the weapons of our warfare, and fighting against the very forces of wickedness in high places!  

It is the heart of a true spiritual superhero for Christ!  I'm not going to tell you that you should have this kind of 
heart and love because we all know that we should! I am going to tell you this, "If you really want to be a 
Superhero of faith, then you can be one!"  God has given us everything that we need to be one!  

Because of what Jesus accomplished on The Cross of Calvary, His Living Word, and God's Holy Spirit 
empowerment, we can be Superheroes of the faith and battle the forces of darkness wherever they might show 
themselves!

So here are our options:

Continue with an anonymous Clark Kent Christianity?

or

Be transformed by God's power and might into a Hero of the Faith?

So what will your choice be? 

Choose wisely, and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Four Ways to Love Those with Whom We Disagree
Adam Weber November 6, 2020

The world often responds to hate with more hate.
You voted for this person and I voted for that person? I hate you!
You think this and I think that? I hate you!
You’re passionate about this and I’m passionate about that? I hate you!
You disagree with me on x, y, or z? I hate you!

Jesus turns things upside down. He makes it clear: I disagree with you. I don’t agree with your actions. I think very differently 
than you. Your ways are not my ways—they’re different. But get this: I still want to sit with you. I still welcome you. I still 
love you.

Welcoming people is different from agreeing with people. Loving people doesn’t mean changing what we believe. It doesn’t 
mean watering down God or the Bible. It doesn’t mean agreeing with others when we know we don’t. But what if we put as 
much effort into finding common ground as we do into picking apart one another’s arguments? What if instead of 
automatically focusing on what makes us different, we choose to celebrate what makes us the same? To listen? To respect 
instead of belittling someone else’s point of view? What if we loved one another as broken, messed-up people and not just 
because we fall on the same side of the political spectrum?

Do people know what you’re for or do they just know what you’re against? My opinion is that we already have enough 
“against people”—people who only talk about what they don’t agree with. I want to be one of the “for people”—people 
constantly focused on the positive things we’re for, not what we’re against. Do you disagree with someone? Instead of 
distancing yourself or condemning her to hell in your head, befriend her. Sit down and listen to her. It’s harder to hate 
someone when you’ve grabbed coffee with her. And it’s more difficult to judge when you’ve heard her story, and not just the 
pretty parts.

Here’s something else to consider: Do the people who disagree with you still enjoy being with you? Better yet, do you have 
many friends, not just acquaintances, who disagree with your thoughts and beliefs? Don’t have any? That’s not a good thing. I 
love you enough to tell you, in this area of your life you don’t look like Jesus—at all! We should be surrounding ourselves 
with people who are different from us. Too often we write off people we don’t agree with as being evil, but is that really our 
job? Is our job to poke holes in every opinion that doesn’t totally line up with ours? Often we’d rather tear people down than 
simply try to understand.

When we’re this divided as a country, this divided as a world, is it even possible to love the people who disagree with us? 
Better yet, is it even possible to have a somewhat civilized conversation with them? I would argue that yes, yes it is still 
possible to love those who are different than us, those who (for some reason that we really can’t comprehend) disagree with 
us. When we do, we begin to see the humanity in them. Let’s take a look at how. 

(1) Get uncomfortable — The first step to loving someone who disagrees with you is to get a little uncomfortable.  Have 
actual conversations with people that you know think differently from you. Move from your space to someone else’s. Meet 
others on their ground. In their place of comfort, not yours. Ask questions. Ask them to share their story and listen. It’s not 
easy, and it definitely won’t be comfortable. But if we want to love people who disagree with us we absolutely have to get 
more comfortable with being uncomfortable.  So, step out.  Text that person you know lands on the different side of the 
political spectrum than you do.  Dare to have a conversation and hold back on sharing your own opinion first.  Put yourself in 
situations where you have to interact with people who are different from you. Get uncomfortable. 

(2) Touch (yep, even during COVID) — Touch matters. When we touch we literally cross into another person’s space. The 
two become one in marriage, but on a smaller level, this happens every time we touch someone. We communicate that you are 
worthy of love. You are made in the image of God. You are lovely. You are beautiful. Being touched matters.  Normally, this 
point would outline some ways to touch someone in a way that unites the two people. 
(a) Give a hug.  (b) Extend your hand for a handshake or high-five. (c) A pat on the back.  (d) Squeezing the shoulder in 
encouragement. 

But we’re living in a time where touch is pretty much a no-go unless you live in the same household. So, how can we still love 
those who disagree with us through touch when we’re in the middle of a pandemic? 
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
November 15, 2020

24th Sunday after Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:
Judges 4:1–7;                                                       

Psalm 123 or Psalm 76 (UMH 797); 1 
Thessalonians 5:1–11;

Matthew 25:14–30

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Four Ways to Love Those with Whom We Disagree
Get creative! (a) Smile at the person across the street from you. (b) Wave at that stranger. (c) Pull up a lawn chair and have a 
conversation with a friend while sitting outside. (d) First bump all over the place! (e) Make intentional eye contact. 

There are still ways we can unite and cross into another person’s world even if we can’t physically touch people right now. Find a 
way to “touch” someone today—you’ll be surprised at how far even one little action can go. 

(3) Agree to disagree — Loving those who disagree with you doesn’t automatically mean having to change your own opinion or 
condone everything they’re saying. Sometimes the best way to love those who disagree with us is to agree to disagree! We all have 
the right to our own opinions, and your opinion is just as valid as mine. I don’t have to change your mind on an issue in order to love 
you well. In fact, the opposite is usually more true. If I love someone despite the fact that their opinion is different than mine, it 
shows I care more about that person than my own opinion and being on the right side of an argument. If there’s one thing we’ve lost 
as a society, it’s this: the ability to think differently and still love and respect each other. We like to polarize and pigeonhole people. 
Conservatives polarize progressives. Progressive polarize conservatives. Sad! If people are different from us, we like to label and 
demonize. It’s impossible to love someone we’ve labeled. Agree to disagree, and then choose to listen. Listen to what the person on 
the other side of an issue has to say. Don’t just listen so that you can counter their points, either. Really listen to hear where they’re 
coming from and why they think the way they do. You don’t have to walk away thinking the same thing, but you can still be friends
—leaving with a new sense of empathy and understanding. 

(4) Walk in their shoes — Finally, one of the best ways to learn to love someone that disagrees with you is by taking a walk in their 
shoes. This might be a news flash to us, but not everyone has had the same experiences, opportunities, background, education, or 
relationships as you. Not even close! We go into situations with a myriad of different experiences that have shaped us into who we 
are today over the years. We’ll never truly understand why someone thinks the way we do unless we make the effort to walk in their 
shoes for a bit. 

Obviously it’s not totally possible to be someone else for a day, but we can be intentional in how we empathize with and relate to the 
people who think differently than we do. (a) Ask questions. (b) Listen to their answers. (c) Ask more questions. 
Make an intentional effort to learn from people whose background is different than yours, whether that’s through consuming their 
content or having face-to-face conversations.  You’ll never be able to fully place yourself in the shoes of someone else, but we can 
all make a better effort to try. So lace up a new pair of shoes and start walking. 

Loving people who think differently than we do is some hard stuff, maybe now so more than ever. But it is possible. And so 
incredibly necessary. 

Get uncomfortable. Touch. Agree to disagree. And take a walk in another person’s shoes. Maybe you’ll even learn something you 
didn’t know before.


