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This past Sunday
morning, we started a
brand new Family
Worship service. Both of
our “All Saints Sunday”
services focused on John
14:1-6, which hints at our
new creation in Christ
Jesus. As our passage
from John opens, I think
about all of the disciples'
worries and woes had
recently surfaced. Peter
had recently been told
that he would deny Jesus
three times before the
rooster crowed. With all
of these thoughts running
through their heads, the
disciples must have
looked pretty glum,
complete with sad faces
to prove it! How about
Jesus at this time? Jesus’
immediate concern was
that He knew how His
beloved disciples would
act in the coming 24hours. His mind had to be
filled with concern over
the sufferings that would
soon befall Him, but Jesus
looked past His own
worries and concerns and
spoke these words of
comfort to His disciples.
“Let not your heart be
troubled; you believe in
God, believe also in Me.

2

In My Father’s house
are many mansions; if it
were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. 3 And if I
go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you
may be also. 4 And where
I go you know, and the
way you know.” 5 Thomas
said to Him, “Lord, we do
not know where You are
going, and how can we
know the way?” 6 Jesus
said to him, “I am the
way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the
Father except through
Me." (NKJV)
I: The Peace that Jesus
Provides – John 14:1 Let
not your heart be
troubled: you believe in
God, believe also in me.
Another translation says,
"Stop letting your* heart
be troubled! You* believe
[or, trust] in God, be
believing also in Me." He
is telling us to rest in His
peace, mercy, and grace.
How can we endure trials
and loss and still
maintain our faith and
strength for life's long

journey? We must trust
Him with those things
that we don’t understand.
When we do that, He
will pour out His peace
which passes all
understanding into our
hearts.
II. The Place Jesus
Prepares – John 14:2-3
“In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would
have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will
come again, and receive
you unto myself; that
where I am, there you
may be also.” Here, our
Lord Jesus Christ
promises us a
magnificent home in
heaven with Him for all
eternity. The King James
Version says that Jesus is
preparing a mansion for
us. Some of the newer
translations use another
word for mansions. Still,
whatever word we use, if
our abode is in glory
with God, then even the
smallest dwelling will be
more magnificent than
the finest earthly
dwelling. I still prefer
the word “mansion”

Liturgical Colors and Misc. 8
Continued on Page 4

2 of 8

The Magnolia Messenger

Volume 2 Issue 44

“Name That Country” —- Crossword Puzzle
70. Big Cats, minus the
"Jag"
73. * Where the Taj Mahal
is
74. Decorative
75. Genetic letters (pl.)
76. Martin Sheen flick
77. * Mediterranean
country
78. Puritans, without the
"Pr"

Across
1. * Home of Havana
5. * Belmopan is its capital
10. "Howdy!"
12. * Persia, once
13. * Independent sultanate
14. Unimpressed
17. Fats Domino smash: "___
That a Shame"
18. * French is its official
language
20. Ms. Halliwell
22. Give Chance connecter
23. "Shadow of the Thin
Man" (1941) actress: Myrna
___
24. * Republic in the Indian
Ocean
27. Acronym used in an email written by someone who
thinks something is funny
30. Co-founder (Initials) of
United Artists
31. Dessert: Apple Pie ___
Mode

here
37. Catch some rays
40. Word with Dance
42. Vegan's protein
44. Gardening Store item
45. Boo-Boo
47. Word in a Queen
song title about
Champions
48. * Habitation High in
the Himalayas
50. * Heard in
Down
Geography Class: "Did
1. KGB opposite
you know that ___
2. Mr. Geller
capital is Oslo?"
3. East Pakistan
51. It's a Great Lake
4. Placed a stake
53. Q. "___ is the 23rd
5. * La Coronilla is a
letter of the Greek
monument, here
Alphabet then?" A.
6. Type of bird
"Yes."
7. * Heard at an
54. * Lech Walesa made
International Airport: "How
headlines here
___ Customs with stuff like
32. "El ___" (1961)
59. Hollywood Statuette,
bringing plants and animals
33. It can be cyber-surfed,
all shook up?
into another country?"
dude!
60. * Exports of
35. Part of Robert Plant's group 8. Movie Buff's question:
phosphate support its
"Did Drew Barrymore star
36. Bearded Animal, gone
economy
___?"
haywire?
62. Opera
9. Wane
38. Super
64. Swallow loudly
10. Drag
39. Chills
67. Not out, flipped
11. * Q. "___ in Italy?" A.
41. Consume
about?
"Yes."
43. Types of Tools
68. Tic Toe connecter
15. "Look!"
46. Eminem song
69. Hosp. area
16. * Sphinx locale
49. Not any
71. Ms. Dawn Chong
52. Sharon Stone's hubby was 19. * The Dingli Cliffs are 72. Tripled letter
bitten by a Komodo Dragon in here
21. * Ricky Martin's
a what?
homeland, with
53. Domain
"Puerto" (A commonwealth
55. Not against
associated with the United
56. Head attachment
States)
57. Lots, minus the "dles"
24. * Algeria borders it
58. Liveliness
59. * It was once a territory of 25. Mr. Baldwin
26. Limits of a Location
The Netherlands
28. Certain exclamation
61. Buddy, gone bananas?
29. Ms. Horne
63. A long time what?
34. * The All Blacks play
65. Prosperity
66. * Island nation
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November 2020 News and Announcements
Family Worship at Magnolia
First United Methodist
Church!

The time is Here!
Starting November 1, from
9:00am-9:30am. This familystyle worship service will be
in the gym (Peace Hall),
where families will sit
together at tables to ensure
social distancing. Coffee and
doughnuts will be available!
This contemporary style service will allow families of all
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their
neighbors while the nursery remains closed.

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This course
is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries.
(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all
adults.
(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization.
(4) Preaching - Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs:
Delivering an Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony
Franks.
(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to
reach!

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a
special treat for our families!
We look forward to seeing you all back in church on
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

Crossword Puzzle Solution “Name That Country!”

What else is happening in our District?
“Lay Servant Ministry” What is Lay Servant Ministry? To
me, Lay Servant Ministry is a powerful way to explore God’s
calling on your life and to be able to best use the gifts and
talents you have been blessed with! This can be a powerful
tool to make you the best Sunday school teacher, Bible Study
leader, or even explore your calling to pastoral ministry.
Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:
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“In My Father’s House Are Many Mansions”
because it sounds more like what God would do for
us!
III. The Path Jesus Prescribes – We don’t
have to guess where our loved ones are nor do we
have wonder how we can get there! John 14:4-6,
“And where I go you know, and the way you know.
Thomas said to him, Lord, we do not know where
you are going; and how can we know the way? 6
Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no one comes to the Father, except through
me.”
In addition to a mansion in glory, what else are our
parents, friends, and other loved ones enjoying
right now? (1) Being at home with the Lord – 2
Corinthians 5:6 To be absent from the body is to be
at home with the Lord. (2) Comfort from God —
Revelation 7:17 For the Lamb who is in the midst
of the throne will feed them and will lead them to
the fountains of living waters. And God will wipe
away all tears from their eyes. (3) Joining the
Faithful – In the Book of Hebrews, Paul speaks of a
great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us.
I can envision a grand reunion of those who have
gone before us as a glorious homecoming! (4)
Rewards Beyond Compare await us in Glory. With
our limited vision and hearing, the exact nature of
these rewards is unknown to us, but as the Apostle
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “But as it is

written, "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard," nor
has it entered into the heart of man, "the things
which God has prepared for those who love
Him."
John reminds us that when we see Jesus, we
shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is
and that every tear will be wiped away, and
every pain of this world will be gone. We will
then be reunited with God and our loved ones in
a marvelous place of peace, glory, and
fellowship with God as He intended from the
beginning. (1 John 3:2)
If you want to be on that same road and spend
eternity with Jesus, then this is the time to come
to Him! The path to salvation is open for
anyone! Because of God's amazing Grace, we
do not have to merely say goodbye to our loved
ones on this All Saints Sunday, but rather with
hearts of faith and trust in God, we say to them,
“Til' we are reunited in glory, you will lovingly
remain upon our hearts and minds”
Remember that you have been blessed to be a
blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary

Continued on Page 5
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“Veterans Day History”
History.com Editors Oct 14, 2009 — Updated Nov 11, 2019
Original: Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on Nov. 11, 1919, the first anniversary of the end of
World War I. Congress passed a resolution in 1926 for an annual observance, and Nov. 11 became a
national holiday beginning in 1938. Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays tribute to all
American veterans—living or dead—but especially gives thanks to living veterans who served their
country honorably during war or peacetime.
When Is Veterans Day?
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Veterans Day occurs on November 11 every year in the United States in honor of the “eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918 that signaled the end of World War I,
known as Armistice Day.
In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower officially changed the name of the holiday from
Armistice Day to Veterans Day.
In 1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill was passed by Congress, which moved the celebration of
Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in October. The law went into effect in 1971, but in 1975
President Gerald Ford returned Veterans Day to November 11, due to the important historical
significance of the date.
Veterans Day commemorates veterans of all wars.
Great Britain, France, Australia and Canada also commemorate the veterans of World War I and
World War II on or near November 11th: Canada has Remembrance Day, while Britain has
Remembrance Sunday (the second Sunday of November).
In Europe, Great Britain and the Commonwealth countries it is common to observe two minutes of
silence at 11 a.m. every November 11.
Every Veterans Day and Memorial Day, Arlington National Cemetery holds an annual memorial
service. The cemetery is home to the graves of over 400,000 people, most of whom served in the
military.

Veterans Today — The military men and women who serve and protect the U.S. come from all walks of
life; they are parents, children, grandparents, friends, neighbors and coworkers, and are an important part of
their communities. Here are some facts about the veteran population of the United States:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

18.2 million living veterans served during at least one war as of 2018.
9 percent of veterans are women.
7 million veterans served during the Vietnam War.
3 million veterans have served in support of the War on Terrorism.
Of the 16 million Americans who served during World War II, about 496,777 were still alive as of
2018.
Connecticut was home to the highest percentage of World War II veterans as of 2018 at 7.1 percent.
2 million veterans served during the Korean War.
As of 2017, the top three states with the highest percentage of Veterans were Alaska, Maine and
Montana, respectively.
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The Ninth Commandment: You Shall Not Give False Testimony
Timothy Tennent — October 14, 2020

We all know the familiar words used when someone stands before a judge and jury with his or her right hand
raised and the officer says: “Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?”1This is a very carefully worded legal statement designed to stop not only lying, but also
deception and “half-truths.” That famous legal phrase finds its origin in the ninth commandment, which
establishes the moral basis for absolute truthfulness in all our statements, whether written or verbal. It is found in
Exodus 20:16.
As Christians, we do not need to raise our right hands and be placed “under oath” to be compelled to speak
truthfully. Rather, we live our whole lives, public or private, under the ninth commandment, which carries
immeasurably more force than any court of law. The ninth commandment might be best understood as a bright,
searing light. The light is so bright that it is able to dispel the darkness from even the most elusive corners and
shadows. Let’s take a look at some of these layers exposed by this light.
The first, most obvious, way to keep this commandment is by not lying. To lie is to intentionally give a false
statement about someone or something that we know to be false. This is sometimes called a “bald-faced” lie. It is
done intention-ally and knowingly. There are times when we unknowingly state something that we think is true,
but is, in fact, false. For example, occasionally someone will say that even after a person is dead, his or her
fingernails and hair will continue to grow for a period of time. This is a factually false statement, but it would not
be considered a lie since the person truly believed it to be true.
There are also times when people lie about matters that seem small because they do not involve someone else’s
life or reputation. This is sometimes called a “white lie,” which refers to a statement that, though still a lie, is
socially permitted. However, there is no allowance in the ninth commandment for any kind of lie. All of the Ten
Commandments are rooted in God’s character, and therefore, any breach, even a small one, impugns God’s
character and reputation.
The second layer that is exposed by the ninth commandment is deceptions or so-called half-truths. In this case,
the statement may contain some element of truth, but for the purpose of misleading someone, the complete
picture is not given. For example, take the case of a police officer who stops a swerving car, approaches the
inebriated driver, and asks if he has been drinking. If the driver responds by saying, “I have only had two beers,”
it could be a technically factual statement. But if the driver had actually consumed two beers and several pints of
vodka, then his statement was a half-truth intended to deceive. There are many examples in politics and in the
Continued on Page 8
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THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lectionary Texts for this Week
November 8, 2020

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

All Saints Sunday

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25;
Psalm 78:1-7 (UMH 799);
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;
Matthew 25:1-13
Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and
generally of living things and the promise of new
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6)
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

The Ninth Commandment: You Shall Not Give False Testimony
world of advertising where half-truths are used to lead the hearer to a conclusion that may not be warranted if all
the facts were known. This is why the courtroom oath includes the phrase “the whole truth.” All such withholding
of truth, or adding any deceptive statements, are forms of “giving false testimony,” or “bear[ing] false witness,” as
the King James Version puts it.
The third layer exposed by the ninth commandment is keeping silent when our silence either leads someone to a
false conclusion, or gives an impression that is false. There are certain situations where someone’s life or
reputation is at stake, and we have information that could lead to his or her exoneration or at least clarify a
misperception. If we withhold that information by keeping silent, it is a violation of the ninth commandment. This
third layer has many practical applications. One of the social maxims we have all heard is the phrase, “Silence is
consent.” It is a very ancient principle, but was made famous in the sixteenth century by Sir Thomas More, who
used this defense in his interaction with King Henry VIII. Formally, the maxim is “Qui tacet consentiret”(Silence
gives consent).
If you place a dozen plastic pink flamingos in your front yard, and no one complains, then it is commonly accepted
that this implies that your neighbors are granting consent to the presence of plastic flamingos in their
neighborhood. This widely accepted principle serves to heighten the impli-cation of silence in Western culture. In
fact, this principle has given rise to a number of well-known sayings such as, “Silence speaks louder than words,”
or, “Silence can be like the thunder,” and so forth.
Thus, if you are standing around the water cooler at work and someone makes a false or misleading statement
about your employer or one of your coworkers and you don’t speak up, but just listen in silence, there is an implied
acceptance of the statement. It requires courage and honest candor to speak up in these situations and, in the
process, separate yourself from any tacit complicity in bearing false witness against your neighbor. Like a searing
light, the ninth commandment shines into our lives and calls us to the highest standards of truth and integrity. We
live our whole lives under the moral mandate to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
remembering the words of Jesus: “There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be
made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear
in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs” (Luke 12:2–3).

