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“Trick Question”
There is a little over a week
to go to election day and
many of us have already
Special points of interest:
voted. If you are registered
to vote and have not yet
* “Trick Question”
done so, I hope you will
* Crossword - Native Indian vote on our before Election
Heritage Month
Day. I’m guessing that most
of you are like me – you are
* Announcements
sick of political ads on TV
* “Suffering and the Reality and negative posts on social
media, and you are ready for
of Spiritual Warfare”
the election to be over. The
* Youth & Treehouse Kids
divide between the
Events at Magnolia FUMC
candidates of different
parties seems to be bigger
* Liturgical Colors and Misc. than ever this time, and so
much of the campaigning
seems to be focusing on
candidates discrediting their
rivals, rather than sharing
their vision for the future of
our country.
Jesus wasn’t looking to get
elected to any office, but,
like our modern day
politicians running for
office, he met bitter
Inside this issue:
opposition – people who
“Trick Question”
1 were constantly trying to
trip him up and get him to
Crossword: Native Indian
discredit himself. In his
Heritage Month
2
case, his rivals were the
religious leaders of his day,
Announcements3
the Pharisees and the
Crossword Puzzle
Sadducees. By chapter 22
Solution, and much more
in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’
Sermon Continued:
4-5 ministry was drawing to a
close. He had entered
“Suffering and the Reality of Jerusalem triumphantly on a
Spiritual Warfare”
6 and 8 d o n k e y ( t h e e v e n t w e
celebrate on Palm Sunday)
Youth & Treehouse Kids
and now it was the Monday
Events at Magnolia FUMC 7
prior to his death. Jesus had
Liturgical Colors and Misc. 8 a t t a c k e d t h e t e m p l e

administration by
overturning the tables of the
money changers in the
temple. As Brother Gary
preached about last Sunday,
Jesus had outsmarted the
Pharisees in response to
their question about whether
it was lawful to pay taxes to
the emperor. Next he had
silenced the Sadducees on
the issue of resurrection.
In our reading this morning,
the Pharisees tried one last
time to catch him out. One
of them, a lawyer, asked
Jesus, “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is
the greatest?” There were
613 commands.The
Pharisees regarded every
one as important although
they were divided into
heavy and lighter laws and
there was much debate over
the relative importance of
the various laws.
Jesus’
response to the lawyer’s
question was, “’You shall
love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind.’ This is the greatest
and first commandment.
And a second is like it: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’” In this response,
Jesus was declaring that the
whole of the complex
Jewish law, with its tiny
details about so many
things, could be interpreted
in terms of these two simple
commandments – to love
God with all your heart, soul

and mind and to love your
neighbor as yourself. In
fact, Jesus said that these
commandments were the
key to interpret all God’s
revelation to humanity, not
just the law but the words
of the prophets as well.
Then Jesus asked the
Pharisees a question back.
It was also a trick question,
designed to trip them up
and shut down their
questioning. He asked,
“What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is
he?” They answered, “The
son of David” which was
in line with the testimony
of various passages in the
Old Testament. Quoting
from Psalm 110 written by
David, Jesus responded:
“How is it then that David
by the Spirit calls him
Lord, saying, ‘The Lord
said to my Lord, “Sit at my
right hand until I put your
enemies under your feet?”’
If David thus calls him
Lord, how can he be his
son?”
Of course the
Pharisees couldn’t answer
this question.
Jesus’
followers could answer the
original questions, “What
do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is
he?” They knew the
Messiah was Jesus who
was right there in front of
them. They knew Jesus
was the Son of God who
was born to the virgin
Mary and raised by her and
Continued on Page 4
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“Native American Heritage Month” —- Crossword Puzzle
60. Perspire (bkwds.)
61. Blood Type: O ___ Negative
62. "Big whoop!"
63. Tic-___-Toe
65. Doc's assistant
66. * European Explorer's
comment: "This looks like ___
of some kind. Let's follow it to
see where it leads."
69. * Dentalia Shells = ___
Shells
71. Ceremonial Staff ...spelled
backwards?
73. Thoughts
75. * Algonquian language
76. Types of fish
77. Suit
78. Sort of Sovereign
Down

Across

the Northwest Coast Indians (which
1. * One (var. sp.) would have been included the Bella Coola, Chinook,
Haida and Nootka) would be kept as
made with the hide of #41A
a slave --and regarded as a very
5. * Member of an indigenous
valuable possession, and marker of
people of northeastern Nebraska
wealth
10. Autumn
32. * Many indigenous cultures of
14. Twos opposites
North America believe in a powerful
15. * Buffy Sainte-___ (Singer___ world
songwriter who wrote "Native
33. * Adolescent (See #10D for a
North American Child")
Related Clue)
16. Hamitic language
34. Unemotional, without the "Sto"
17. * They were set to catch
36. * Some northern tribes would use
beavers (See #43D for a Related
stone to make these: ___ Blades
Clue)
19. * Northwest Coast Indians were 37. "Gotcha!"
38. Smitten
skilled craftsmen who made fine
40. "lufn" eht sunim ,yhcA
wood carvings, and carved things
41. * Animal that was crucial to the
such as these: Markers for ___
survival of the Plains Indians
21. Initials of a former First Lady
45. Sports org.
22. eeB retfa retteL
46. Place at an angle
23. Thanks, in Britain
48. * Hard-shelled seed that was part
25. "That hurts!"
of the diet of many aboriginal
26. * Said long ago: "Don't you
find ___ that even though we were peoples
49. Playful trick ...all shook up?
here first, the European explorers
51. Ms. Hinton
think they can just come in and
52. Duo ...on the fritz?
take over?" (See #12D for a
54. * Weapons in Westerns
Related Clue)
56. * They were used to travel by
28. * An ___ captured in battle by
water

1. * Beautifully carved pole
2. Concerning, for short
3. * Ceremonial Calumet
4. AOL, e.g.
5. Mantric word
6. Periodic Publication, punily
7. * Weapon used in battle
8. * Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow poem about a
legendary hero: "The Song of
___" (1855)
9. "l" eht sunim ,taeM fo epyT
10. * A boy who was a #33A
might have gone through an
initiation ceremony to enter
adulthood that involved ___ or
going out all alone into the
wilderness for a period of time
11. * Navajo artists are
renowned for creating beautiful
jewelry of silver. Question:
What is the symbol for silver?
12. * Treaties sometimes are
passed to resolve injustices
concerning these
13. * ___ Dunmore's War (The
white man against the Shawnee,
Delaware, Wyandot and
Cayuga)
18. Certain Caps ...flipped
around?
20. Ireland
24. Pierre's Pal
27. Singer (Initials) of Black
Sabbath

29. Finial on a Fish ...but it's
backwards?
30. Metallic Element, minus
the "trium"
31. Not fake
32. * Ceremony of the Hopi
35. * Where some of the
Mohave people were from,
without the "fornia"
36. Legendary rock group
37. Situated at the Stern of a
Ship
39. * An oral history was
passed down by the ___ of
indigenous clans
42. Sort of Sloth
43. * Native Americans
partook in the ___ with the
Europeans
44. * In search of food, it's
how aboriginal peoples
roamed the land before the
Europeans introduced the
horse to the New World
47. * Dome-shaped
dwellings
50. Ginger's follower
53. * Piece of timber in a
traditional structure
54. Sun God, in Egyptian
Mythology
55. And Outs starter
57. Sticky Stuff, without the
"Gl"
58. * Tribe leader
59. * Reddish earth used for
decoration
60. * It would be used to
create various structures and
things: ___ Bark
64. * In past times, some
people would make ___ from
plants such as the sassafras
or wintergreen
67. Chest bone
68. Landowner, without the
"rd"
70. * On the 10th day of this
mo. the war at #13D ended at
Point Pleasant, West Virginia
72. Mr. Pacino
74. Road, for short
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November 2020 News and Announcements
Family Worship at Magnolia
First United Methodist
Church!

The time is Here!
Starting November 1, from
9:00am-9:30am. This familystyle worship service will be
in the gym (Peace Hall),
where families will sit
together at tables to ensure
social distancing. Coffee and
doughnuts will be available!
This contemporary style service will allow families of all
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their
neighbors while the nursery remains closed.

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This course
is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries.
(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all
adults.
(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization.
(4) Preaching - Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs:
Delivering an Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony
Franks.
(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to
reach!

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a
special treat for our families!
We look forward to seeing you all back in church on
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

Crossword Puzzle Solution “Native American Heritage Month”

What else is happening in our District?
“Lay Servant Ministry” What is Lay Servant Ministry? To
me, Lay Servant Ministry is a powerful way to explore God’s
calling on your life and to be able to best use the gifts and
talents you have been blessed with! This can be a powerful
tool to make you the best Sunday school teacher, Bible Study
leader, or even explore your calling to pastoral ministry.
Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:
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“Trick Question”
her husband Joseph who was a descendant of David.
But there was no way the Pharisees were going to admit
this. Instead they tried to answer by quoting the Old
Testament and ended up with a question from Jesus to
which there was no answer. Once again Jesus
outsmarted the Pharisees, so much so that they gave up
arguing with him, and turned to violence that would
result in his death on the cross later that week.
I wonder how often our media asks our political
candidates questions simply to try to trip them up and
discredit them, rather than to really get a good
understanding of their vision for our future and how
they would make it a reality, and how that might be
different from their opponent’s vision. I wonder how
often we in the church we allow ourselves to get
bogged down in theological arguments, and arguments
about our personal preferences for how the church
should operate and worship, rather than focusing on
what Jesus calls us to do to follow him, to grow in our
discipleship and to reach out into our neighborhoods.
One thing this pandemic has done for the church is that
it has helped us focus on the essentials of being part of
the body of Christ. Perhaps we needed that reset.
Jesus would not get involved in the Pharisees’ debate
over which commandment was the greatest. That debate
was a waste of time and effort and he wasn’t going to
get involved. Instead, he reminded them of the two
commandments that summarized all the commandments
of the law and the prophets. As he stated, they are, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul, and with all your mind” and, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Neither of these
commandments originated with Jesus. Both had their
roots in the Old Testament. The commandment to love
God comes from a very important Jewish confession of
faith called the Shema. Devout Jews recite the Shema
at the beginning of every synagogue service and also
daily in their homes. Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul and with all your might.” Israel’s relationship
with God was to be one of love. This was very different
from the relationship that people in neighboring
cultures had with their gods which were based on fear.
From this point on in Jewish history the command to
love God became a central aspect of Biblical tradition,
shaping much of Judaism and Christianity that have
been built on it. Our love for God needs to involve
every part of our being – our hearts, souls and might.
We are to have a loving attitude towards God but it
should be much more than sentimental feelings towards

God. Love for God must involve what we
understand to be both left and right brain – both
heart and soul, but it is more about commitment and
action than sentimentality. It is about giving priority
to the demands of God. Our love for God is closely
related to the love that God has for us. It is a strong
reciprocal bond of affection and commitment.
Jesus’ second commandment, to love our neighbors
as ourselves, also originated in the Old Testament, in
Leviticus 19:18. The command to love our neighbors
is very familiar to most of us. In Luke’s version of
this same story the lawyer went on to ask who his
neighbor was and Jesus told the story of the Good
Samaritan. So, who is our neighbor that we are
supposed to love? It’s anyone in need, even the
people we can’t stand. The mission work of our
churches is a response to the commandment that we
love our neighbors, and I know that you have an
amazing feeding ministry, through which you live
out the command to love your neighbors. The
command to love our neighbors as ourselves is
pretty familiar to most Christians and seemingly
fairly straightforward. But I learned a new aspect of
this commandment one time a few years ago when I
worked on a Walk to Emmaus retreat weekend. If
you have never been on one, I strongly encourage
you to consider going. Talk to Brother Gary if you
might be interested. It’s an amazing once-in-alifetime opportunity to deepen your Christian faith
and experience the love of God in a profound way.
During each retreat there is an opportunity for
participants to ask the clergy leaders questions. One
of the questions that weekend was, “How are we to
understand Jesus’ commandment to love your
neighbors as yourself if you have times of selfloathing?” I had never thought about that before.
We typically think about people being selfish and
focused on themselves, so Jesus’ second
commandment encourages us to show that same love
and concern we have for ourselves to other people.
But what if people loath themselves? For example,
perhaps they have been put down so many times that
they have come to believe those who put them down.
Perhaps they have made decisions they deeply
regret. Perhaps they feel guilty about something
they have done and its effect on those they love. For
a variety of reasons some people do loathe
themselves. Does Jesus mean that those people who
loathe themselves should in turn loathe other
people? No! Absolutely not.
Continued on Page 5
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“Trick Question”
Each one of us is God’s wonderful creation. When God
created human beings as described in Genesis 1, he
declared them “very good.” Psalm 139 tells us that we
are fearfully and wonderfully made. God loved each
one of us so much that he sent his son Jesus to die for
us, and he would have done it even if we were the only
person in the world. That’s how much he loves each of
us and he wants us to love ourselves just like he loves
us. Jesus went around day after day looking for the
good in people, pointing it out to them, and asking them
to celebrate it. And, in our scripture this morning, Jesus
tells us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Notice that Jesus does not say we are to love our
neighbors instead of ourselves. We are to love our
neighbors AND love ourselves. It is inarguable: Jesus
wants us to love ourselves!
During this incredibly challenging COVID season, our
lives have been so disrupted that people more than ever
need to experience the love of God through Christians
who take the commandments to love our neighbors
seriously. They need to know that however hard life is
right now, there is hope. They need to know that that
hope is in Jesus Christ who was raised from the dead. If
God has conquered death, there is no situation that
cannot be turned around by the power of God. Let’s
each ask God what more might we might do to help the
people around us who are hurting the most right now
know and experience the love of God. This is so much
more important than having theological or political
arguments with each other right now. Let’s demonstrate
and affirm love of God and the love of our neighbors as
we seek out and encourage our neighbors who are
struggling the most. As part of loving our neighbors
let’s help them see themselves as God sees them,
beloved children of God, love themselves and cherish
the life God has given them. Let’s be ambassadors of
the hope they need to make it through each day at this
most challenging time.
How can we best love neighbors in midst of an election?
The commandments to love God and our neighbors
apply to our voting as much as every other part of our

lives. On October 6, 1774 Methodist founder John
Wesley wrote in his journal, “I met those of our
society who had votes in the ensuing election, and
advised them:
1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the
person they judged most worthy
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted
against, and
3.
4. 3. Take care their spirits were not sharpened
against those that voted on the other side.
Wise advice that applies just as well to us over 200
years later. If we follow these rules, regardless of
which candidates we vote for, in our conversations,
and especially on social media, we will love our
neighbors.
The Pharisees refused to believe that the man Jesus,
standing there right in front of them was the longawaited Messiah. Instead, they tried to trip Jesus up
with trick questions, and when that didn’t work,
moved ahead with their plans to have him killed.
But we know that that didn’t work either. God
raised him from the dead and he continues to
intercede for us and to live in us through the power
of the Holy Spirit. As Christians, let’s stop getting
distracted, and instead, focus on Jesus’ reaffirmation
of the Old Testament commandments to love God
completely, and love our neighbors as ourselves.
God loves us and he intends us to love him, love
ourselves and love each other with the same love
that he loves us. It’s that simple, that basic. There is
no need to get involved in arguments about theology
or politics or any other distractions. May we focus
on loving God with everything we have, and loving
other people and ourselves, to the glory of God.
Amen…
Rev. Ann Ferris
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The Eﬀect of Forgiveness on Love
Rob Mehner October 28, 2020

36 When

one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and
reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his
feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and
poured perfume on them. 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began to
say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.”
(Luke 7:36-50 NIV)
At the end of the encounter in Luke 7, Jesus makes a direct connection between forgiveness and love.
Those who are forgiven much, love much and those who are forgiven little, love little (v. 47). Jesus is not
saying that people who have sinned more in their lives are better equipped to love; rather, Jesus is
communicating to the Pharisee that he needed forgiveness like we all need forgiveness. If we view
ourselves as righteous or less in need of a Savior and his grace than those around us, then we love God
less, love other people less, and judge them more.
On the cross, Jesus took on himself our guilt and sentence for the sins we have committed. But what is
also true is that Jesus took on all the pain and suffering that has resulted from sin. In my work with those
who have endured physical and sexual abuse as children, this is an incredibly important point that makes
the cross more than just something for those who abused them. It answers the question: Where was God
when this happened to me? And the answer is that he was hanging on a cross taking into his own body,
mind, and heart all of your experience, so that for all eternity there will be only two people who know
what it was like for you to endure what you have endured—you and Jesus. “Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering . . . and by his wounds we are healed” (Isa. 53:4–5 NIV). God, for all eternity, will
use something evil which he never desired for us to bring us closer to him. How he did this is surely a
mystery, as is how he took on the guilt and sentence of all sin; but it is just as true.

Continued on Page 8
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Youth and Treehouse Kids Happenings at Magnolia First UMC

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lectionary Texts for this Week
November 1, 2020

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

All Saints Sunday

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Joshua 3:7-17;
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 (UMH 830);
I Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12
Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and
generally of living things and the promise of new
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6)
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

The Eﬀect of Forgiveness on Love
Therefore, Jesus offers forgiveness to the person who has sinned against us not from a position of
ignorance, but from the position of having experienced what we have experienced. Jesus is not asking us to
do anything he has not already done. Nor is he asking us to offer anything he has not already offered to us.
Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us” (NIV). Again, God’s Word connects love and forgiveness. When he asks us to forgive, he
knows that it will reconcile us to him, to others, and to ourselves in a way that heals us and increases our
capacity to love. It is his love for us and his desire for our healing that is behind his command for us to
forgive as he has forgiven. It is another way in which he calls to us, “Take up [your] cross and follow
me” (Matt. 16:24).
Closing Exercise — One exercise that many people have found helpful in forgiving someone, particularly
someone who has died, is to write a letter to the person you need to forgive. You will not send the letter, so
do not filter your sadness, frustration, anger, or rage. Write until you can write no more, then put it away for
a few weeks before returning to read it. If necessary, write more or clarify what you’ve written. When
finished, you can either destroy it or ask one of your group members to stand in the place of the person who
wronged you, read the letter to him or her, and have that person ask for your forgiveness. When you are
ready, destroy the letter and express out loud your decision to forgive.
Do you hunger for more—more from life, more from yourself, more from God? So many people in our
churches have not regularly experienced good news, comfort, wholeness, freedom, joyous energy, or
beauty. So many have stalled in becoming who God intends them to be. Perhaps you, those you love, or
those you lead feel this way. The Experience: Breaking Through the Barriers That Block Spiritual Growth
is a short tool that provides a clear map of the abundant living journey, the obstacles that prevent progress,
and offers fresh fuel for moving forward once again.

